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Brain Pathology moves to open access 
Markus Glatzel  Seth Love 
 
Open access (OA) publishing, a model of publishing in which all published content is freely 
available is not a new idea. The Budapest Open Access Initiative, which initiated the open 
access movement, took place almost 20 years ago (1). Why did it take Brain Pathology so long 
to move to full OA? 
 
As is the case for many society‐run journals, Brain Pathology, the journal of the International 
Society of Neuropathology, is published by a commercial publisher (Wiley). The writing and 
peer‐review processes are provided by us, the academic community, free of charge and the 
marketing, production and distribution costs incurred in the publication of the journal have, for 
many years, been covered by a hybrid model of funding, in which most of the income derived 
from subscriptions by institutions in wealthier countries. All articles were made freely available 
to institutions in lower income countries. Most authors paid only modest page charges but 
authors requiring open access for their papers paid extra. This allowed the journal to accept 
many papers from authors not in receipt of research grants or other external funding for their 
academic activities. Until recently, we felt that this balance best served the interests of the 
academic community, whilst ensuring that the journal was financially viable in the long term 
and could support the broader educational mission of the International Society of 
Neuropathology. 
 
What has shifted the balance has been the decision by many of the major national and 
international funding agencies which support research to make that support contingent on the 
publication of any resulting papers in fully OA journals. A significant proportion of the research 
which we showcase in Brain Pathology is funded by those agencies, and we cannot continue to 
publish that research if we continue with a hybrid model of funding of the journal. After a long 
process of consultation with members of the Editorial Board and with Councillors and Executive 
Officers of the International Society of Neuropathology, the decision was taken that, on 
balance, it was now in the interests of the Society and the journal for Brain Pathology to 
become a fully OA journal. 
 
OA facilitates wider access to published research, and should lead to quicker adoption of new 
methods and ideas, and better communication with those outside of our historical subscription 
base. By freely sharing their articles, our authors will benefit from this immediately, as will our 
readers. This change does come with a price. An Article Publication Charge (APC) will be made 
for most papers accepted and published in Brain Pathology. Our popular mini‐symposia (2, 3) 
and invited reviews will be exempt from this (for details see 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/page/journal/17503639/article_publication_charges), and for 
corresponding authors based in developing countries there will continue to be waivers. 
 
From an editorial perspective, there will be no changes. All submissions to Brain Pathology will 
continue to undergo the same rigorous peer review process as they do currently. We expect 
that the shift to OA will encourage new authors to choose Brain Pathology for their best papers, 



we are sure that these will reach more readers, and we hope that we can count on the 
continued support of the Brain Pathology community. 
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