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Abstract 

In this thesis this author wishes to look at seals and bullae from the territories of Judah 
(Cisjordan - chapter 1), Amman and Edom (Transjordan - chapters 2-3), which have been found 
in situ, both in primary as well as in secondary contexts. By looking at different aspects relating 
to the artefacts themselves, as well as at their archaeological provenance, he hopes to determine 
their significance for establishing absolute dates: a) for the end of the Iron Age IIC period, and b) 
for its historical relationship to the end of the Monarchy Period and the subsequent invasions by 
the Babylonians. By looking both at the seals and bullae (palaeography, iconography, historical 
significance of identifiable persons or official titles within the Judahite, Ammonite and Edomite 
state bureaucracy) and their archaeological origin (pottery vessels found in their close vicinity 
and evidence of foreign military operation), he hopes to establish points of contact within the 
same archaeological horizon with comparable sites in Cis- and Transjordan. 

In subsequent excurses (I-III), other seals, bullae and jar handles from Cisjordan (Tel Goren) and 
Transjordan (Busayra and Tall al-Khalayfi), whose significance is not of the same level of 
importance, due to the fact that their primary context is not well established and their relevance 
to the late monarchic period in Edom is not ascertained, will be studied. 
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Introduction 

1. Late Iron Age II Judah and Jordan and the Babylonian Conquest 

The second half of the 7`h cent. B. C. witnessed several major political upheavals. ' The 

Neo-Assyrian hegemony over the Southern Levant met its rapid demise. The former 

vassal king Psamtek I (664-610 B. C. ), Pharaoh of the Saite 26d' Dynasty of Egypt, took 

advantage of the new circumstances and sought to control the principal trade routes of 
Syro-Palestine. In Northern Mesopotamia Medes and Chaldeans joined forces and finally 

razed the Assyrian headquarters Niniveh (612 B. C. ) and Harran (610 B. C. ). A new era 
had begun, that of the Neo-Babylonian empire. After the defeat of the Egyptian forces of 

Pharaoh Necho II at Carchemish in 605 B. C., Nebuchadnezzar, son of Nabopolassar 

(604-562 B. C. ) forced the kings of Syro-Palestine ("Hatti-Land") to swear allegiance in 

604 B. C. and send tribute to Babylon. 2 The Babylonian Chronicle (BM 21946) 

pertaining to the year 604 B. C. states: 

"In the first year of Nebuchadrezzar in the month of Sivan he mustered his army 

and went to Hatti-territory, he marched about unopposed in the Hatti-territory until 
the month of Kislev. All the kings of Hatti-land came before him and he received 
their heavy tribute. 0 

According to 2Kgs. 24: 1 king Jehoiakim of Judah (609-598 B. C. ) submitted to Babylon, 

presumably during the same year. Not all kingdoms of the Southern Levant, however, 

submitted to Nebuchadnezzar's yoke. The coastal Philistine city of Ashkelon seems to 
have revolted. 4 As a response Nebuchadnezzar marched southward and set an important 

example for all neighbouring kingdoms: the decisive destruction of the city and the exile 

' See e. g. the excellent recent study of this period by D. S. Vanderhooft, The Neo-Babylonian Empire and 
Babylon in the Latter Prophets, pp. 63ff. Also see the extensive synthesis by E. Stern, Archaeology of the 
Land of the Bible, Vol. II, Book One: "The Assyrian Period", pp. 3-300. 
2 E. g. D. S. Vanderhooft, ibid, pp. 89-114.; idem., "Babylonian Strategies of Imperial Control in the West: 
Royal practice and Rhetoric", in: O. Lipschits and J. Blenkinsopp (eds. ), Judah and the Judeans in the 
Neo-Babylonian Period, pp. 235ff.; D. J. Wiseman, Nebuchadrezzar and Babylon, pp. 12-31; O. Lipschits, 
Nebuchadrezzar's Policy in "Hattu-Land" and the Fate of the Kingdom of Judah", OF 30, pp. 467ff. etc. 3 E. g. D. J. Wiseman, Chronicles of the Chaldean Kings, p. 69; O. Lipschits, ibid, p. 468. 
4 The reading of the city's name in BM 21946 is not well preserved. According to Wiseman the first two 
signs if and qi are doubtfiil. See: D. J. Wiseman, Chronicles of the Chaldean Kings, p. 85, idem., 
Nebuchadrezzar and Babylon, p. 23, n. 158. Recent collation by I. Finkel, however, seems to confirm 
Ashkelon as the correct reading, see: D. S. Vanderhooft, ibid., p. 72, n. 37. Also see: A. Malamat, "The 
Twilight of Judah: in the Egyptian-Babylonian Maelstrom", VTS 28 (1975), pp. 130-131. 

xxiii 



of its monarch. The same fate would befall any other kingdom that would dare to lift its 

heel against the Neo-Babylonian sovereign. Following the unsuccessful endeavour to 

break the resistance of his long-term rival Pharaoh Necho and the planned conquest of 
Egypt in 601 B. C., both Egyptians and Babylonians suffered heavy losses at the eastern 
border of Egypt. 5 Nebuchadnezzar's troops were forced back beyond Gaza. The next 

year the Babylonians stayed away from the Southern Levant while Nebuchadnezzar 

reorganized his army. Hoping that the Babylonians would not return and that the 

Egyptians would prove to be trustworthy allies, Jehoiakim of Judah revolted against 
Babylon. This political maneuver, however, would prove disastrous for the small 

Judahite buffer state. 6 In 599/8 Nebuchadnezzar returned to Syro-Palestine and in 

preparation of his major assault against Judah in the following year, he dispatched vassal 

troops to weaken the Judahite kingdom (2Kgs. 24: 2). Following the death of king 

Jehoiakim in 598 B. C., the Babylonians set a second major example for all rebels in the 

region. After a short siege, Jerusalem was captured, but not destroyed, on the second day 

of the month of Adar (= 15/16th of March) of 597 B. C. King Jehoiachin (598-597 B. C. ), 

Jehoiakim's son, and his entourage were exiled to Babylon. Not only the biblical narrator 
(2Kgs. 24: 10-16), but also the Babylonian Chronicle mentions the conquest of the 

Judahite capital in the 7th year of king Nebuchadnezzar: 

"In the seventh year, the month of Kislev, the king of Akkad mustered his troops, 

marched to the Hatti-land, and encamped against (i. e. besieged) the city of Judah 

and on the second day of the month of Adar he seized the city and captured the 

king. He appointed there a king of his own choice (lit. heart), received its heavy 

tribute and sent (them) to Babylon. i8 

Cuneiform tablets (dated between the 10d'-35`h year of Nebuchadnezzar) discovered by 

R. Koldewey between 1900-1906 in the "Südburg" of Babylon, lists monthly oil rations 

paid to exiled foreign royals, citizens and workmen. Among these king "Ya'ukinu 

(alternatively spelt "Jakukinu") of Jakudu" (i. e. Jehoiachin of Judah) and his sons are 

s See: Th. Schneider, Lexikon der Pharaonen, p. 169f.; P. G. van der Veen, "Necho", in: Calwer 
Bibellexikon, Vol. 2, p. 964. 
6 For a good summary of these events see, e. g.: O. Lipschits, "Nebuchadrezzar's Policy", pp. 468-473; 
Wiseman, Nebuchadrezzar and Babylon, pp. 21fi. 
7 O. Lipschits, ibid., p. 469; Wiseman, Nebuchadrezzar and Babylon, pp. 30-31. 
8 D. J. Wiseman, Chronicles of the Chaldean Kings, p. 73; idem, Nebuchadrezzar and Babylon, pp. 32-33; 
0. Lipschits, ibid., p. 470. Also: A. R. Millard, "The Babylonian Chronicle (1.137)", in: W. W. Hallo and 
K. L. Younger (eds. ), The Context of Scripture - Vol. I, p. 468. 

= 595/4 and 570/569 B. C. 
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mentioned. ' 0 After the capture of Jerusalem Nebuchadnezzar appointed a king of his own 
choice, hoping the new monarch Zedekiah (597-586 B. C. ) would remain faithful to the 
Babylonian crown (2Kgs. 24: 17). Zedekiah, however, turned his back on 
Nebuchadnezzar and conspired together with neighbouring vassal states against Babylon. 
Presumably encouraged by the growing power of Egypt during the reigns of Psamtek II 

(595-589 B. C. ) and Apries (589-570 B. C. ), Zedekiah received envoys from e. g. Edom, 
Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Sidon (Jer. 27: 1-11), probably in 594/3 B. C. 11 Later - 
presumably in 588 B. C. - army commanders were dispatched to Egypt to negotiate about 

war horses and soldiers (Ezek. 17: 15). No Babylonian annals pertaining to the final years 

of Zedekiah's reign have survived. The biblical texts, however, report how along with 
the only remaining fortified cities of Judah, Lachish and Azekah (Jer. 34: 7), Jerusalem 

was captured and burned in the 19th year of king Nebuchadnezzar and how its citizens 
were sent into exile to Babylon (586 B. C. ). 12 Other biblical texts allude to the role played 
by Edomite (auxiliary? ) troops during this decisive event (Ezek. 35: 5; Obad. 13; 1Esdras 
4: 45). 13 Instead of choosing a new monarch from amongst the former royal house, the 
Babylonians appointed the non-royal Judean governor Gedaliah son of Ahigam at 
Mizpah (north of Jerusalem). 14 Especially the low class citizens of Judah were left in the 
land to work the fields for the Babylonian state (Jer. 52: 16). 15 Gedaliah's tenure, 
however, was short lived. Perhaps only a few months after his appointment Gedaliah and 
his military staff were cruelly massacred in a plot spearheaded by Ishmael the son of 

10 See: E. F. Weidner, "Jojachin, König von Juda, in babylonischen Keilschrifttexten", in: Melanges 
syriens offerts a M. Rene Dussaud II, pp. 923-935. Also see: W. Gernot, "1898-1917: Babylon - Stadt des 
Marduk and Zentrum des Kosmos", in: G. Wilhelm (ed. ), Zwischen Tigris and Nil, pp. 22-27. 
11 D. J. Wiseman, Nebuchadrezzar and Babylon, p. 36; 0. Lipschits, ibid., pp. 471-473. According to 
Vanderhooft the reception of emissaries may have taken place in 594 B. C. in view of the chronological 
reference found in Jer. 28: 1, see: e. g. D. S. Vanderhooft, "Babylonian Strategies", p. 243 and n. 5. Also 
see: A. Malamat, "The Twilight of Judah", pp. 135ff. Note, however, that the precise aim of the mission is 
not specified. 
12 2Kgs. 25: 1-21; Jer. 39: 1-10; 52: 4ff. etc. Although the date 586 B. C. for the Fall of Jerusalem is 
especially favoured by Israeli scholars, it is not universally accepted. Some scholars prefer the date 587 
B. C. For simple convenience, however, this author utilizes the date 586 B. C. throughout this thesis, 
without being dogmatic about it. For the 586 B. C. date see: e. g. A. Malamat, "The Twilight of Judah", esp. 
the chronological table on p. 145. For a detailed discussion of the 587 B. C. date over and against 586 B. C. 
see: C. -D. Stoll, "Der Untergang Jerusalems - 587 oder 586 v. Chr.? ", pp. 71-107. 
13 For a full description see e. g.: B. Glazier-McDonald, "Edom in the Prophetical Corpus", in: D. Edelman, 
You Shall not Abhor an Edomite, pp. 23-32 (esp. p. 28); infra: ch. 3: 1.5). Also see: A. Lemaire, 
"Nabonidus in Arabia and Judah in the Neo-Babylonian Period", in: 0. Lipschits and J. Blenkinsopp 
(eds. ), Judah and the Judean in the Neo-Babylonian Period, p. 290. 
14 For a detailed description of Gedaliah's tenure and the epigraphic evidence pertaining to his political 
career, see: P. G. van der Veen, "Beschriftete Siegel als Beweis fir das biblische Israel? ", in F. Ninow 
(ed. ), Wort and Stein, pp. 238ff. A shortened version of the evidence can be found in this thesis: Appendix 
A. 
13 For a helpful summary of the evidence see e. g.: J. N. Graham, "'Vinedressers and Plowmen' 2 Kgs. 
25: 12 and Jeremiah 52: 16", BA (March, 1984), pp. 55-58. 



Nethaniah (a descendant of the former Davidic royal house) and Ba°alis, rebel monarch 

of the Transjordanian kingdom of Ammon (Jer. 40: 14,41: 7ff ). 16 Out of fear for 

Nebuchadnezzar's revenge, a large group of Judeans escaped into Egypt (Jer. 41: 17-18). 

According to Flavius Josephus Nebuchadnezzar subjected the Transjordanian kingdoms 

of Ammon and Moab to his yoke in his 23' regnal year (i. e. 582/1 B. C.; also Jer. 

52: 30). 17 It is generally believed that Ammon and Moab were annexed to Babylon at this 

time like Judah had been a few years earlier. Only nearly some thirty years later, as it 

seems, the kingdom of Edom was conquered by the Babylonians during king Nabonidus' 

campaign to Tayma in Arabia in 553/2.18 

2. Some Material Evidence of the Babylonian Conquest 

Archaeologists have discovered what appears to be material evidence of the Babylonian 

conquest in Israel and Jordan at the end of the Iron Age II period, as well as evidence of 

the subsequent occupation of these regions. In various quarters of Jerusalem (i. e. in the 

Jewish quarter, on the Ophel, on the eastern slopes of the City of David) evidence of 

massive destruction has been unearthed. 19 The city wall was destroyed. Especially at the 

City of David, the evidence of conflagration and destruction was found to be 

overwhelming. In some of the houses on the eastern slope the stone rubble reached up to 

the ceilings of the first floors. Also at Lachish (Judah's second most important military 
bastion) evidence of destruction by fire has been found. 20 Several cities in the coastal 

plain (e. g. Ashkelon, Ashdod), in the Judean foothills/Shephelah (e. g. Tel Migne/Ekron, 

Tel Batash/Timnah), as well as in the heartland of Judah (e. g. Beth-Zur21, Tel Goren/En- 

Gedi) and in the Arad-Beersheba valley (e. g. Tel Arad, Tel °Ira), seem to have been 

destroyed in the period between 604 and 582 B. C. 22 Similarly in Transjordan - especially 

16 Also see irjra: ch. 2: 2.5 b), and Appendix A. 
'7 Jos. Ant. Jud X 9,7 § 181 f Also infra: ch. 2: 1.5 b) iii. 
18 On this see: infra: ch. 3: 1.4 e). 
19 See infra: ch. 1: 2.5.4 c). 
20 See infra: ch. 1: 2.3.4 c). 
21 Although some scholars have expressed doubts about positive evidence of destruction at Beth-Zur Str. 
III for this period, evidence of localized conflagration and destruction was uncovered by the original 
excavators - see the discussion later on in this thesis, infra: ch. 1: 2.24 c). For doubts concerning this 
interpretation see e. g. O. Lipschits, "Demographic Changes", pp. 35 If. 
22 For a recent convenient summary of the evidence see: E. Stern, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 
312-331. Also See: D. S. Vanderhooft, The Neo-Babylonian Empire and Babylon in the Lauer Prophets, 
pp. 82ff.; Lipschits, ibid., pp. 473ff.; idem., "Demographic Changes in Judah between the Seventh and the 
Fifth Centuries B. C. E. ", in: O. Lipschits and J. Blenkinsopp (eds. ), Judah and the Judeans, pp. 326-347. 
On the destruction of Ashkelon see e. g. L. E., "Ashkelon and the Archaeology of Destruction: Kislev 604 
BCE", EI 25 (Joseph Aviram Volume), 1996; idem., "The Fury of Babylon: Ashkelon and the 
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in the southern regions of ancient Edom - evidence of destruction, e. g. at Busayra and 
Umm el-Biyara, has come to light. 23 Unlike the Assyrians, the Babylonians seem to have 

shown little interest in building up a well structured and lasting military and bureaucratic 

presence in the region. 24 In certain locations, however, some evidence of Babylonian 

administration (through local representatives? ) has been found 25 E. g. at Tel en-Nasbeh 

and in its vicinity (i. e. north of Jerusalem in the Benjamin region), as well as at Tall al- 
'Umayri and in its vicinity (i. e. southeast of Amman in Transjordan), archaeologists have 

uncovered material evidence of administrative building complexes, as well as evidence 

of agricultural networks dating to the periods of Neo-Babylonian and Achaemenid rule 
(6th-4th cent. B. C. ). This evidence apparently confirms the biblical tradition that the poor 

people had remained in the land to work the fields and vineyards for the Babylonian 

government. 26 

Recent statistics based on survey work done in the Judah-Benjamin territory has yielded 

clear evidence that the area became largely depopulated toward the end of the Iron Age. 

While some 108,000 people had lived in the Judah-Benjamin region during the Iron Age 

IIC period, only some 30,125 citizens seem to have remained in the area after the 

destruction of the Judahite capital. 27 

Considerable research has been done, e. g. by 0. Lipschits in recent years to reconstruct 

the history of Judah and Benjamin at the time of the Babylonian conquest and 

subsequent occupation. 28 

Archaeology of Destruction", BAR 22: 1 (1996), pp. 56-69.76-77. Also see the relevant sections within this 
thesis: e. g. ch. 1: 1.2.4 c) (T. Arad); 2.2.4 c) (Beth-Zur); 2.3.4 c) (Lachish) etc. 
23 See e. g. infra: ch. 3: 1.4 e) on Umm el-Biyara and Busayra. Specifically on Busayra see e. g. P. 
Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra Excavations by Crystal-M. Bennett 1971-1980, pp. 475-478. A summary on the 
military evidence in the territory of the kingdom of Ammon see the recent summary by: Lipschits, 0., 
"Ammon in Transition from Vassal Kingdom to Babylonian Province", BASOR 335 (2004), pp. 35-50. 
24 On this specifically see: D. S. Vanderhooft, ibid., pp. 199-110; idem., "Babylonian Strategies", 235-262. 
25 On this specifically see: e. g. J. R. Zorn, "Tell en-Nasbeh and the Problem of the Material Culture of the 
Sixth Century", in: O. Lipschits and J. Blenkinsopp (eds. ), Judah and the Judeans, pp. 413-447; O. 
Lipschits, "Demographic Changes in Judah", in: Lipschits and Blenkinsopp (eds. ), ibid, pp. 346-355. L. G. 
Herr, MPP IV, pp. 15-17; idem, "Wine Production in the Hills of Southern Ammon and the Founding of 
Tall al-°Umayri in the Sixth Century BC", ADAJ XXXIX (1995), pp. 121 ff.; also: O. Lipschits, "The Rural 
Settlement of Judah in the Sixth Century B. C. E. A Rejoinder", PEQ 136: 2 (2004), pp. 99-107. 
26 Idem. 
27 O. Lipschits, , Demographic Changes", esp. pp. 363-366. 
28 For the literature produced by Lipschits on this period see the bibliography of this thesis. Lipschits has 
organized two major conferences on the history and archaeology of Babylonian and Achaemenid periods 
in Judah (Tel Aviv 2001; Heidelberg, 2003). A synthesis of his own work in the field (including his PhD 
thesis for Tel Aviv University) is due to be published early summer 2005: The Fall and Rise of Jerusalem, 
Eisenbrauns, forthcoming. 
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It seems, therefore, archaeological evidence from the terminal phase of Iron Age II in 

Cis- and Transjordan is accumulating steadily, and research to interpret its results in the 

light of late monarchic and early Neo-Babylonian history increases. 

But how much epigraphic evidence has been found within these late Iron Age strata, 

which directly confirms this apparently conclusive historical scenario? Do we possess 
documents, which name biblical and/or other historically known characters and events, 

which independently confirm the correctness of this historical reconstruction? 

How sure can we be that the destructions referred to above were indeed caused by the 

Babylonians? How sure are we that the terminal phase of Iron Age II indeed marked the 

end of the Cis- and Transjordanian kingdoms during the first half of the 6`h cent. B. C.? 

Some stratified West Semitic epigraphic evidence has indeed come to light29 which 

seems to support the correctness of the archaeological scenario described above. 
However, the evidence is slim and is unfortunately not always as clear as one might 

wish. 

3. Chronologically important late Iron Age Epigraphic Finds 

Letters (ostraca) found in the late Iron Age Gate House of Lachish Str. II between 1935- 

1938 are believed to allude to political tensions on the eve of the kingdom's demise, but 

no names are mentioned of individuals otherwise known from the biblical narratives (but 

see: Appendix A). 30 No Babylonian enemies are referred to. In a recent reassessment of 

the evidence of Iron Age Israel, P. J. James et al. question the conventional date of these 

29 Little direct foreign - Babylonian - material has been found. Some typical Neo-Babylonian stamp seals 
have been uncovered, but frequently the exact archaeological context remains unclear. For a summary of 
Babylonian material see infra: ch. 1: 1.1.4 c) and 1.1.5, as well as ch. 2: 1.4 b) iii; ch. 3: 1.4 d) iii etc. Two 
cuneiform tablets from the Neo-Assyrian period (7's cent. B. C. ), possibly referring to Babylonian settlers, 
were uncovered at Tel Hadid in the northern Shephelah, which can be securely dated due to the mention of 
eponym years 698/7 and 664/3 B. C. As both tablets were found in situ in association with late Iron Age 
pottery their significance for establishing firm dates for the terminal phase of Iron Age 11 cannot be 
underestimated. Unfortunately the final ceramic study by E. Brand has not yet been published. See: N. 
Na'aman, & R. Zadok, "Assyrian Deportations to the Province of Samerina in the Light of Two Cuneiform 
Tablets from Tel Hadid", TA 27 (2000), pp. 159-188 (also pers. communication with N. Na'aman, Febr. 
2002 and July 2003). Two brief preliminary reports by E. Brand were published in Hebrew in 1996 and 
1998 (see bibliography). The pottery shown in the 1998 publication reveals both Iron Age 1113 and C 
characteristics and finds good parallels e. g. at Tel Batash and Tel Miqne. 
30 For a summary of the evidence see: e. g. K. A. D. Smelik, Historische Dokumente aus dem alten Israel, 
pp. 108-121; J. Renz, HAE 1, pp. 405-440. Also see: infra ch. 1: 2.3.4 c) and Appendix A. 
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Letters and alternatively suggest a date during the Achaemenid period (mid-5th cent. 
B. C. ), at the time of Nehemiah 

. 
31 Although this author does not accept their alternative 

interpretation of the ostraca32, it must be admitted that even though the general 

circumstances reflected in the Letters may mirror political frictions on the eve of the 
kingdom's demise at the beginning of the 6th cent. B. C. (as has been generally assumed), 

ultimate proof for this seems to be lacking. 

Another chronologically important epigraphic find was discovered in 1996 within the 

destruction debris of late Iron Age Tel Miqne/Ekron - Str. IB. 33 A royal lapidary 

inscription naming 5 generations of Ekronite monarchs, including the known 7th cent. 
B. C. kings Achish and his father Padi, which had apparently fallen down from its 

original place in the rear wall of Temple complex 650, was found upside down on the 

floor of the sanctuary's cella amidst half a meter of destruction debris and several late 

Iron Age vessels. 34 The inscription had been carved for king Achish of Ekron, who had 

ordered the building of the temple. Achish and his father Padi are attested in the royal 
Assyrian annals of Sennacherib (701 B. C. ), Esarhaddon (673 B. C. ) and Ashurbanipal 

(667 B. C. ). 35 Achish, whose reign must be dated therefore to about the middle of the 7t' 

cent. B. C. appears to have been a contemporary or near contemporary of the last major 

city at Iron Age Ekron (Str. IC-B), which is believed to have been destroyed by the 
Babylonians in 604 B. C. 36 Hence the datable inscription matches the traditional dates of 
the last Iron Age city at Tel Migne/Ekron. 

Several West Semitic stamp seals and bullae, potentially naming known historical 

characters from the Bible, as well as from other important historical sources, are 

currently known. Most of these, however, stem from the antiquity market and hence their 

authenticity can often not be proved, nor is their original Iron Age locus (if genuine) 
known to us. A much cited example is the unprovenanced bulla of "Berekyahu ben 

Neriyahu the Scribe" from the so called "Burned Archive", acquired during the mid 

31 P. J. James et al., Centuries of Darkness, pp. 171-175. 
32 See e. g. infra Appendix A. This author hopes to publish an article on the historical significance of the 
Letters for the history of late monarchic Judah in the near future. Some relevant Letters (e. g. Ostr. III and 
VI) were studied by him during his visits to the British Museum (August 2000) and to the Israel Museum 
(August 2004). 
33 E. g. S. Gitin et al., "A Royal Dedicatory Inscription from Ekron", IE/ 1-2 (1997), pp. 1-16. 
34 Idem and pers. communication with S. Gitin (December - 2001). 
35 See: ANET 288,291,294. 
36 This date has recently been criticized by P. J. James in an essay, which will be submitted to one of the 
leading archaeological journals in due time. James suggests that Tel Miqne/Ekron IB may have even 
survived Jerusalem. 



1970's and published by N. Avigad in 1986 37 A number of seals and bullae, however, 

have been found in stratified contexts during legal excavations and hence their 

genuineness is beyond doubt. Two famous examples from this group are the bullae of 
"Gedalyahu, the Minister over the Royal Palace" from Lachish (who has been frequently 

equated with the biblical Judean governor Gedaliah - 586 B. C. ) and "Gemaryahu, son of 
Shaphan" unearthed in 1982 at the City of David (who may be identical with the like 

named biblical minister from the reign of Jehoiakim (609-598 B. C. )). 38 

But how certain can we be that these individuals indeed were identical with the known 

biblical characters, whose approximate dates are known from the Old Testament 

narratives? What do we know about the administrative titles used (if provided)? Were 

they used only before the demise of the kingdom or were they also utilized later? If titles 

found on provenanced late Iron Age seals and bullae can be chronologically restricted to 

the timeframe of the late monarchy period (even if the seal owners themselves are 

otherwise unattested), could they help to establish a relative chronology for the late Iron 

Age levels in which they occur? And is it possible to discover a more or less unified 

palaeographic horizon to which these seals and bullae belong? If the letter types 

employed indeed reveal palaeographic traits, which are typical of the late monarchy 

period, then indeed additional confirmation may be found for the above historical 

attribution of the late Iron Age levels in which they are found. This author is confident 

that if the bulk of palaeographic, iconographic and archaeological evidence is examined 

together, the outcome could yield a picture which may help to establish absolute dates 

for the terminal phase of Iron Age II in both Cis- and Transjordan. 

4. Why do we need a Thesis on "Datable" Seals and Bullae? 

Why is such a study necessary? Any independent information that we may be able to 

adduce about dating the late Iron Age II levels in Palestine and Jordan will naturally help 

to solidify the overall archaeological and historical scheme. 

Already the late W. F. Albright, "Father of Biblical Archaeology", recognized the 

chronological potential of stratified seals and seal impressions for dating late Iron Age 

strata, when in 1928 and 1930 he uncovered two stamped jar handles with the inscription 

"For more details see infra- ch. 1: 2.25 b). 
38 On both bailee see infra: ch. 1: 2.1 and 2.4. 



'lyqm n`r (Steward of) ywkn at Tel Beit Mirsim (two additional specimens were also 
found at Beth Shemesh and Ramat Rachel). 39 Albright, who dated the destruction of Tel 

Beit Mirsim A2 and of contemporary Lachish Str. III to 587 and 597 B. C. respectively, 
felt that the jar handles confirmed that one late archaeological Iron Age II horizon (i. e. 

current Iron Age IIB) ended during the early years of the 6 th century, while the following 

late Iron Age horizon (current Iron Age IIC) also belonged to the 6`h cent. B. C. He 

suggested that the master whom Eliakim served was identical with king Jehoiachin (598- 

597 B. C. ). 40 Subsequent studies have, however, shown that the archaeological horizon to 

which the jar handles belong (i. e. Lachish Str. III41), cannot be dated to only 11 years 
before the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 B. C., if the succeeding archaeological horizon - 
Lachish Str. II - is also to be dated to the time of the Babylonian conquest, as is 

generally assumed. Both archaeological horizons are clearly separated in time 

archaeologically, as detailed analysis of the late Iron Age pottery repertoire makes 

clear. 42 Also the renewed excavations at Lachish have shown that Lachish Stratum III is 

separated in time from Lachish Str. II by a hiatus of some 50 years or so. 3 At any rate, 

even if ywkn cannot be equated with Jehoiachin, the need to find historically significant 

seals and seal impressions must remain an integral part of chronological research 44 The 

39 See e. g. W. F. Albright, "The Seal of Eliakim and the Latest Preexilic History of Judah, with some 
observations on Ezekiel", JBL 51 (1932), pp. 77-106; idem., "Belt Mirsim, Tell", NEAEHL, Vol. 1, p. ISO. 
For a convenient summary of the evidence see: P. J. James et at., Centuries of Darkness, pp. 178-180; Y. 
Garfinkel, "The Eliakim Naar Yokan Seal Impressions - Sixty Years of Confusion in Biblical 
Archaeological Research", BA (June 1990), pp. 74-79. 
40 Albright suggested that Eliakim had been in charge of Jehoiachin's property after the latter's exile to 
Babylon. E. g. compare: W. F. Albright, "Beit-Mirsim, Tell", in: NEAEHL, Vol. 1, p. 180. 
41 That the Eliakim na°ar ywkn jar handles belong to the so called official/private seal jar stamps and the 
Imik jar handle group (stamped on so called Lachish type 484 store jars), was conclusively shown in a 
number of studies. D. Ussishkin has argued that at least one Imik store jar had contained both one of the 
Eliakim jar handles of Tel Beit Mirsim (No. 623) and a Imik stamp of the 2-winged sun disk type with the 
inscription Imik hbrn (No. 580). After a detailed petrographic study, H. Mommsen et at. were able to 
establish that the Eliakim jar handles were of the same origin as all the other Imik and official seal jar 
handles. Recent studies by A. G. Vaughn, G. Barkay and G. M. Grena have shown that these jar handles 
predominantly belong to the Lachish Str. III horizon. But as will be shown later on, some Imik jars 
(stamped with 2-winged sun disk symbols) appear to have continued into the 7's cent. B. C., not so, 
however, into the 6'h cent. as W. F. Albright originally proposed. See: D. Ussishkin, "Royal Judean Storage 
Jar and Private Seal Impressions", BASOR 223 (1976), esp. pp. 6-11; H. Mommsen, et al., "The 
Provenience of the hulk Jars", IEJ 34 (1984), pp. 89-113. For the publications by Vaughn, Barkay and 
Grena see the bibliography. Also infra: ch. 1: Excursus I. 
42 E. g. see: M. Aharoni and Y. Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite Sites in the 8th and 7th Centuries 
B. C. E. ", BASOR 224 (1976), pp. 73-90; 0. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic Assemblages from Lachish Levels III 
and II", 0. Zimhoni, Studies in the Iron Age Pottery of Israel, pp. 211-262. 
43 E. g. infra: ch. 1: 2.3.4 a). Concerning the pitfalls of two closely consecutive campaigns against Lachish 
in 597 and 587 B. C. see also: A. F. Rainey, "The Fate of Lachish during the Campaigns of Sennacherib 
and Nebuchadrezzar", in: Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, pp. 47-60. 
44 P. Bordreuil and F. Israel have suggested that steward Eliakim may also be referred to on an 
unprovenanced seal of Eliakim ̀ bd hmlk, whom they wish to identify with the like named Minister of the 
Palace at the court of king Hezekiah: "A propos de la carriers d'Elyagim: du page au majordome (? )", 
Semitica XLI/XLII (1991-1992), pp. 81-87. N. Fox has tentatively suggested an identification of ywkn with 
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same view was also shared by Y. Shiloh who, after the discovery of the now famous 

Gemaryahu bulla from Jerusalem, highlighted its significance for dating late Iron Age 

strata: 

"If the identification between the name 'Gemaryahu son of Shaphan', which appears 

on one of the 51 bullae found in the 'bullae house' in Area G, Stratum 10, and the 

scribe of the same name mentioned in Jer. 36: 9-12,25, as being at the court of King 

Jehoiakim in the fifth year of his reign - 603 B. C. E. (18 years before the 
destruction) - is accepted, then we have yet another clear chronological peg, this 

time from the epigraphic evidence. X45 (emphasis added) 

There is no doubt that we do indeed need chronological pegs to affirm our 

archaeological frameworks. And indeed seals and bullae may prove to be such 

significant pegs. Archaeological research is never static and new study of old evidence, 

or the discovery of new finds, may necessitate modifications within the existing 

schemes, It is all the more important, therefore, to find anchor points in order to be able 
to secure our chronological models, even of the terminal phase of Iron Age II. Then 

study of pottery assemblages dating presumably to the period of Neo-Babylonian and 

early Achaemenid rule over the Southern Levant, has recently shown that the late Iron 

Age ceramic tradition did not end with the Babylonian conquest as was hitherto assumed 
by most archaeologists 46 The ceramic tradition was carried on by those staying in the 
land during these periods. Especially excavations in Transjordan (e. g. at Tall al-°Umayri 

and Busayra) have shown that at some sites the Iron Age tradition may even have lasted 

until the very end of the Persian period. Traditional local Iron Age ceramic forms are 
found alongside Persian period Greek Attic imports, as is for instance the case at 
Edomite Busayra. 47 

the Levite overseer Conaniah from the same reign (2 Chron. 31: 12), and suggests that ywkn was a 
hypocoristicon of the former. N. Fox, In the Service of the King - Officialdom in Ancient Israel and Judah, 
p 188 and n. 51. 

46 
Y. Shiloh, "Judah and Jerusalem in the Eighth-Sixth Centuries B. C. E. ", AASOR 49 (1989), p. 104. 'ý E. g. G. Barkay, "The Redefining of Archaeological Periods: Does the Date 588/586 B. C. E. Indeed Mark 

the End of Iron Age Culture", in: A. Biran and J. Aviram, Biblical Archaeology Today, pp. 106-106; C. K. 
Van Volsem, The Babylonian Period in the Region of Benjamin (586-538 B. C. ), unpubl. M. A. Thesis, 
Institute of Holy Land Studies (1987). Also see: J. J. Bimson, "Iron Age Palestine: The Need for 
Chronological Revision", JACF 8 (1999), pp. 62-63. 
47 E. g. P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, p. 350; L. G. Herr, MPP IV, pp. 15-17. 
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In a similar way, P. J. James et al. have argued in accordance with their drastic revision 

of Bronze and Iron Age chronology by some 250 years, that Albright's attribution of the 

Lachish Stratum III horizon (along with the ywkn jar handles) to the time of the 

Babylonian conquest, was more or less correct after all (they date the destruction to 587 

B. C. ). Unlike Albright, however, they propose to lower the dates of the succeeding 

archaeological horizon (i. e. of Lachish Str. II) to the 5th cent. B. C. 48 This drastic revision 
has not generally received much acceptance, but the overall warning that chronological 

revisions may be needed, if new evidence necessitates it, must be heeded. 

Hence any additional evidence, which may help to establish firmer dates for the terminal 

phase of Iron Age chronology in Israel and Jordan, is to be welcomed. It is in this spirit 

that the present study of the stratified provenanced late Iron Age seals and bullae has 

been undertaken. 

5. The Scope and Method of the Thesis 

5.1 The Scope of the Thesis 

Although most of the West Semitic stamp seals and bullae have been previously studied 
in some detail relating to the identity of their seal owners, 49 their palaeography50 and 
iconography51, no systematic detailed study examining all these fields together and in 

association with their primary or secondary archaeological contexts (i. e. including 

pottery and small items) has been undertaken. It will not suffice to study each single 

object more or less in isolation, as so often has been done. It will be necessary to 

compare each one with other datable seals and bullae including their archaeological 

contexts, so as to establish approximate dates for the terminal phase of Iron Age II on 
both sides of the Jordan rift (i. e. by "crossmatching" both archaeology and historical 

epigraphic evidence). 

48 P. J. James et al., ibid., pp. 170-183 
49 The most complete corpus to date is: N. Avigad/B. Sass, Corpus of West Semitic Stamp Seals, 1997. An 
excellent recent study on Biblical persons in West Semitic epigraphy (incl. seal material): L. J. Mykytiuk, 
Identifying Biblical Persons in Northwest Semitic Inscriptions of 1200-539 B. C. E., SBL, 2004. 
50 Concerning the palaeography see esp. L. G. Herr, SANSS, 1978; A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating 
of Judaean Seals and Its Significance for Biblical Research, BASOR 313 (1999), pp. 43-64. 
51 An excellent volume with contributions by several leading scholars on the iconography of provenanced 
and unprovenanced inscribed West Semitic seals, see: B. Sass and Chr. Uehlinger (eds. ), studies in the 
Iconography of Nothwest Semitic Inscribed Seals, OBO 125,1993. 
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Which specimens have been singled out for detailed study in this thesis? We have chosen 

all those stratified seals and bullae which may refer to historically known characters both 

from biblical narratives and/or other historical documents pertaining to the history of the 

late monarchic period in Israel and Jordan (i. e. from the mid-7th-early 6th cent. B. C. ). 

Also seals and bullae of persons (otherwise unknown from historical documents) whose 

official titles (e. g. Servant/Minister of the King, King's Son, Minister of the Royal 

Palace) seem to be restricted to the (if possible late) monarchic period, have been 

included. Except for the Hebrew jar handles of Eliakim the Steward of ywkn (which 

appear to belong to an earlier archaeological horizon, and are therefore not included in 

this study), seals and bullae, whose significance is either less straightforward or has been 

questioned in recent years, have been included in separate excurses found at the end of 

the relevant chapters. All West Semitic stamp seals/bullae from Israel and Jordan 

discussed within this thesis, derive from the territories of ancient Judah (Cisjordan), 

Ammon and Edom (Transjordan). 

5.2 The Methodology of this Thesis 

The following aspects will be studied in detail in terms of each individual West Semitic 

stamp seal or bulla. Following a general summary of the most important elements 
("Catalogue"), the late Iron Age palaeographic traits as well as the iconographic features 

pertaining to the late monarchy periods will be studied. Points of comparison will be 

established with similar seals, both provenanced (from contemporary late Iron Age sites) 

and unprovenanced (if possible only objects acquired before 1945 are listed, when the 

study of palaeography and iconography was still in its infancy). 52 

The archaeological context of the seals/bullae will be studied. Following an overview of 
the Iron Age site's archaeological history and geographical location, the pottery and 

small items found in direct association (and if necessary also material from adjacent 
areas of the same site will be included) will be studied in comparison with similar items 

found at other contemporary Cis- and Transjordan sites. We will also consider whether 

evidence was discovered at the site which may indicate a destruction or occupation by 
foreigners (the Babylonians? ) and/or by local representatives of their rule. Subsequently, 

52 Unprovenanced material will always be considered of lesser value and no general principles will be 
drawn from any unprovenanced material. 
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the author will examine the title (if any) of the individual and his name, followed by a 
discussion of the suggested identification of the seal owner in question. All are listed 

within the sequence of a) seals, b) bullae, always in the order of "men with titles", 
followed by "men without titles", in accordance with the sequence chosen by N. Avigad 

and B. Sass in their Corpus of West Semitic Stamp Seals (-WSS), 1997. For a complete 
list of items included within this thesis, see the index on pp. vi- xiii. 

The names of the Jordanian sites used within this thesis are those now officially used by 

the Jordanian Antiquities Department (i. e. Busayra instead of Buseirah, Tall al-Khalayfi 
instead of Tell el-Kheleifeh, Tall al-°Umayri instead of Tell el ̀Umeiri etc. ). The dates 

for the Judahite kings are based on the Hebrew chronology of E. Thiele for convenience 
(see Bibliography). 
* 



Chapter 1 

Provenanced Seals and Bullae from Judah (Israel) 

In this chapter this author will examine seals and bullaefrom Judah found in situ, both in primary as 
well as in secondary contexts. By looking at different aspects relating to the artefacts themselves, as 
well as at their archaeological provenance, he hopes to determine their significance for establishing 
absolute dates: a) for the end of the Iron Age IIC period, and b) for its historical relationship to the 
end of the Monarchy Period and the subsequent invasions by the Babylonians. By looking both at the 
seals and bullae (palaeography, iconography, historical significance of identifiable persons or 
official titles within the Judahite state bureaucracy) and their archaeologcal origin (pottery vessels 
found in their close vicinity and evidence of foreign military operation), he hopes to establish points 
of contact within the "same archaeological horizon" with comparable sites in Cis- and Transjordan. 
The specimens from Transjordan will be our main objective in Chs. 2 and 3. 

1. Judahite Seals 

Men with Titles 

1.1 Ya'azanyahu `bd hmlk (from: Tel en-Nasbeh/Mizpah) 

1.1.1 The Catalogue 

Photo/Drawine: 

Fig. 1a: Photo and courtesy of the Israel Museum Fig. I b: Line-drawing: after: Isserlin, The Israelites, III. 78 

6 
Inscription: 

Fig. lc Ancient Hebrew Script 
Square Hebrew Script: 
ý7On inY 

. 
1nn1x'ý 

Transliteration : ly'znyhw `bd hmlk 
Translation: Belonging to Yaazanyahu, Servant of the King 
Palaeographic Traits: 
Diagnostic pegs: aleph, nun, he reveal 7`h cent. B. C. traits. The date is further substantiated by similar 
Hebrew letters found on clearly datable Iron Age IIC seals and bullae found elsewhere in 
Judah (City of David - Str. 10; Lachish - Stratum 11; Tel Arad - Str. VII; Tel Goren - Str. V; Beth- 
Zur- Str. III?; Ain Shems - Iron IIC Tomb etc. ). Most of these may be clearly distinguished 
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from mid 8th-early 7t6 cent. B. C. letter forms such as those found on the /m/k/official seal jar handles 
(Lachish Stratum III - horizon), and historically verifiable provenanced and unprovenanced 
seals/bullae. Additional letters like dales, mem, and ̀ ayin support a mid to late 7th century date. 
Iconographic Details: Three registers: 2 contain the name and title of the owner, the third 
contains a fighting cock facing left when impressed in clay. The seal has two double-line field dividers 
and a single border-line - cf. Jeho'ahaz seal (cock facing right when impressed). 
Object: banded agate seal with white, grey, brown and black layers (onyx). 19x18x12 mm. 
Proposed Date: ca. 600 B. C. 
Stratigraphical Details: Found in late Roman/Byzantine Period Tomb no. 19 at Tel en-Nasbeh/Mizpah 
(find no. 1638). 
Pottery Finds: Three pottery sherds were dated to the "Middle Iron Age" (i. e. Iron Age II B-C), testifying 
to the original use of the tomb. 
Origin: Tel en-Nasbeh exc. 22"d of April 1932 
Present Location: Israel Museum - Jerusalem 
Proposed Identity: Ja'azaniah the son of the Maacathite. Court official and army commander of 
Gedaliah at Mizpah (2Kgs. 25: 23) 
Parallels of Office: The title `bd hmlk is widely attested on both seals and bullae (provenanced 
and unprovenanced) and appears in Judah from ca. 700 B. C. onward, prior to which in most 
cases the name of the ruling monarch the official served was written. As the title is closely related 
to the state bureaucracy of the monarchic period, its use is restricted to the period before 586 B. C. 
Literature: W. F. Bade, "The Seal of Jaazaniah", ZAW 51 (N. F. 10) - 1933; McCown, C. C., Tel en- 
Nasbeh l- Archaeological and Historical Results, Wampler, J. C., Tell en Nasbeh II - The Pottery 
(1947), WSS 8, etc. 

1.1.2 The palaeography 

Diagnostic pegs: aleph, nun, he reveal 7"' cent. B. C. traits. ' 

'aleph 

%r-----= 
Fig. 2a Aleph in first register of Ja'azanyahu seal from Tel en-Nasbeh 

aleph is the standard form used during the 7t' cent. B. C. 2 Although this type was attested 

already during the second half of the 8t' cent. B. C., it was still found alongside a) the older 
traditional form as well as b) the intermediate form: 

A-Type (traditional 8"' cent. B. C. form): with horizonal V-shaped crossbar3 and, 
B-Type (intermediate form): with two unconnected strokes, which both intersect the 

vertical shaft (not yet in distinct horizontal stance). ,5 

In this study we shall predominantly follow the thorough system of A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating of 
Judaean Seals and Its Significance for Biblical Research", BASOR 313 (1999). After the present author had 
studied all the available seal material himself, he felt that the conclusions reached by Vaughn were in many 
respects very similar to his own. As Vaughn's study has met much acknowledgement by other scholars, we can 
feel comfortable, even if, as Vaughn has noted himself, palaeographic dating does not often allow dating seals 
and bullae more precisely than to within a century or so. Hence, the attribution must remain tentative and will 
have to be corroborated by external archaeological and historical evidence, if this information is available. It is 
the combination of these different aspects in this thesis, which sometimes may help to become more precise 
about the dates. See also: J. Renz & W. Röllig, HAE 11/2 (2003), pp. 98-99. 
2 See L. G. Herr, "The Palaeography of West Semitic Stamp Seals", BASOR 312 (1998), p. 50; A. G. Vaughn, 
"Palaeographic Dating", BASOR 313 (1999), pp. 55-56. 
3 e. g. "Official Seal" Hebrew jar handles: WSS 663 ["Elyashib na`ar Yokan"]. 664. 
4 e. g. "Official Seal" Hebrew jar handles: WSS 670.687.705. 

Examples of the standard 7' cent. type may be al `" y ready be seen on the following 8 cent seals and jar handle 
impressions: e. g. WSS 85 (Megiddo - Str. IVA? ); WSS 687 [second register] (Jerusalem [Jewish Quarter 
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Site Stratum - Location Cat. No. 

City of David Str. 10, Area G WSS437A+B; 
B 29.30 

City of David Str. 10, Area G WSS 40+441; 
B20+21 

City of David Str. 10, Area G WSS 450A+B; 
B9+10 

City of David Str. 10, Area G WSS 573; B45 
City of David Str. 10, Area G WSS 588; B35 
City of David Str. 10, Area G WSS 605; B 24 

City of David Str. 10, Area G WSS 626; B 17 
Tel Lachish Tomb 106 WSS 350 

Tel Lachish Str. II, Loc. 3 WSS 523; L. V: 4 
Tel Arad Str. VII, Loc. 779 WSS 70 
Tel Arad Str. VII, Loc. 779 WSS 71 

Tel Arad Str. VII - Loc. 779 WSS 72 
Beth-Zur Unstratified WSS 412 
Tel Goren Str. V- Loc. 103 WSS 94 
Beth-Shemesh Tomb 14 WSS 293 

P\ with marked 7'" cent. B. C. aleph 
aleph 
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Table 1: Examples of seals and bullae with the standard 7`" cent. B. C. aleph type, which were excavated in 
Iron Age [IC Judaean strata. 
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Fig. 2b nun in first register of Ja'azany ahu seal from Tel en-Nasbeh 

This is the standard type during the late 7t' century B. C. in Judah. Although earlier nun 
types still prevail to a limited extent during the 7t' cent. B. C. - e. g. 

Excavations] - Iron IIB/C fortifications [cont. with City of David "Str. 12-11 "J; note that the aleph in the first 
register still belongs to the B- or intermediate Type [provenanced]; WSS 4 (`Abdiyo, minister of Uzziah [792- 
740 B. C. ]; 5 ('Eshna, minister of 'Ahaz) + royal bulla of king 'Ahaz [732-715 B. C. ]. For the seal of king 
'Ahaz see: R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, p. 61 no. 1. [unprovenanced]. A. G. Vaughn points out that in a 
few instances the aleph found on bullae from the City of David may recall 8th - mid 7`h cent. forms. The V- 
shaped crossbar type (B 6.15.18.28.34.35.42) may be recognized on some of the published photographs and 
line drawings. After close re-examination of the relevant alephs, however, Vaughn was able to determine under 
specialized lighting, that none of these corresponded to the earlier type [A-Type] and that the intersecting cross 
bars were of the more developed type "with two separate strokes" p. 62 n. 9. For further discussions on aleph 
see also: L. Mykytiuk, Identifying Biblical Persons, pp. 191 f..; L. G. Herr, SANSS, pp. 83.96 etc. 
6 The author agrees here with Vaughn that this type bears distinctive late 7`" cent. B. C. traits - see A. G. 
Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating", pp. 54-55 + Table 7. Vaughn's classification has e. g. recentely been adopted 
by L. J. Mykytiuk, Identifying Biblical Persons, e. g. p. 327, and M. Heide (pers. comunication Dec. 2002). The 
author does not agree with Herr's criticism that "Vaughn's typology for this letter 

... 
is consistent for the few 

seals he examines, but does not fit the larger corpus. " See: L. G. Herr, "The Palaeography", p. 50. Hen's 
conclusion seems based on a number of unprovenanced seals and bullae or samples, whose date can no longer 
be determined by a primary archaeological context and hence their date is arrived at on approximations rather 
than on straightforward evidence. By examining all the known stratified specimens, this author was able to 
verify Vaughn's very useful classification. 
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A- Type (traditional predominant 8`h cent. form) - with head formed in V-shape linked to 

the vertical shaft on the top7, 

B- Type (intermediate form) - with a more or less square head of which the horizontal line 

stands more or less in a straight line on the vertical shaft further down, 8 

this is the most common "developed, distinctive" type and is again attested on a great 

number of provenanced Iron Age IIC Judahite seals and bullae from the 7th - early 6th cent. 
B. C. 

Some examples are shown in table 2: 

Site Stratum - Location Cat. No. 
City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 458; BI 
City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 470; B2 

City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 448; B7 

City of David Str. 10 - Area G WSS; B 20-21 

PN with marked nun 7th cent. B. C. nun 

(i]mý-l In *n 
Imo Jim] rinna 

Lachish Str. II - Loc. 3 WSS 530 

Lachish Str. II - Loc. 3 WSS 416 

jl, r 
Lachish Str. II - Loc. 3 WSS 571 1i']]Sl Im GR] 

Beth-Zur Unstratified WSS 412 'Jým In 1i1'L71't3 

5 
ý--ý 

1 
ýý 

1_-_ 

y 
: Ný, 

- .5 Table 2: Examples of seals and bullae with the standard 7th cent. B. C. nun type, which were excavated in Iron 
Age IIC Judahite strata. 

hel 

Fig. 2c he in first and second register of Ja'azanyahu seal from Tel en-Nasbeh 

7e. g. Official Seals Hebrew Jar Handles WSS 663 (Yaukin). 677.687.689.698 (provenanced); WSS 5 (Ahaz' 
reign). R. Deutsch Messages from the Past, No. 2 and 3 (reign of Hezekiah). Deutsch, BAR 28: 4 (2002), p. 48 
No. "A" (reign of Hezekiah) (unprovenanced). The author follows here the descriptions given by A. G. 
Vaughn, "The Palaeographic Dating", p. 54) [slightly more developed variants of this type show that the stance 
of the right leg of the "V" is somewhat lower and the whole head starts to look more like a "U" but not quite as 
much yet as the B-Type - e. g. WSS 160.664.681 (provenanced), R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, No. 2+ 
3 (reign of Hezekiah) (unprovenanced). 
8 E. g. Official Seal Hebrew Jar Handles WSS 160.665.689 and a seal from a Jerusalem tomb - WSS 35 
(provenanced). 
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This is the standard late 7th cent. B. C. type. The three horizontal bars are not strictly parallel 

and the top bar crosses the vertical shaft on the right. Although the traditional 8th cent. B. C. 

type (Type A) with more or less parallel horizontal bars9, is still found late during the 7th 

cent. B. C. 10, the he shown on the seal included all the known late 7th cent. traits, which are 

not found together on earlier seals. The irregular progression is typical of the later period 

and the top bar crossing the vertical shaft is much more distinctive than in the earlier 

samples (like intermediate nondistinctive type "B"). Toward the end of the Iron Age II C 

period there is a marked tendency of writing the he even more irregularly (i. e. the vertical 

shaft also crossed the upper bar - e. g. as on the Jeho'ahaz seal"). 

Site Str. - Location Cat. No. PN with marked he 7" cent. B. C. he 
City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 643 B 44 (1n]'ýiY1 Imam 
Jerusalem Iron IIC tomb WSS 35 nn3o r= ýrut'? 3n .?? (Sultan's Pool) 
Ketef Hinnom Chamber 25 WSS 326 m5c 
Beth-Shemesh Tomb 14 WSS 293 `jýoRtt 1LI'1P 
Lachish Necropolis WSS 385 1114M 1Mö l 
Lachish Str. 11 - Loc 3 WSS 530 11'011' 

Lachish Str. 11 - Loc 3 WSS 416 

Lachish Unstratified WSS 405 
Beth-Zur Str. III 
Tel Goren Str. V, Loc. 103 

1'mmY In 

ton 1'1]r/Im] 

ý 
ý 

ý 

ý. 
A°. 

I1'm ýv 1Ti7i1 -ý 
WSS 412 15tj; l 12 1; t'ý7tta JA 
WSS 94 T? '11n 1r111114 -9! ý- 

Table 3: Examples of seals and bullae with the standard 76 cent. B. C. he type, which were excavated in iron 
Age IIC Judahite strata. 

Dalet, mem, lamed and °ayin, also support a 7"-6"' cent. B. C. date and show e. g. close 

similarities to letters found on the stratified bullae from Iron Age IIC Judah. 12 

1.1.3 The iconography 

9 e. g. Official Seal Hebrew Jar handles WSS 665.670.689 (provenanced), R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, 
No. I (bulla of king Ahaz), 3. (Azaryahu son of Yehoah, servant of king Hezekiah), R. Deutsch BAR 28: 4 
(2002), 3.5 (royal bullae of Hezekiah), p. 49 No. "A" (Amaryahu the servant of Hezekiah), "B" (Domleyahu the 
servant of Hezekiah) etc. (unprovenanced), and the slightly more developed type (Type B), which top bar 
already crosses the vertical shaft (Official Seal Hebrew Jar Handles WSS 664.677.698 (provenanced), R. 
Deutsch, Messages from the Past, No. 2-3 (reign of Hezekiah), idem BAR 28: 4, pp. 42.44-45 Nos. 1-2.4 (royal 
bullae of Hezekiah) (unprovenanced). It needs to be noted, however, that in some cases this phenomenon may 
be more accidental than conscious (due to the hard stone in which the letter was incised - see e. g. R. Deutsch, 
Messages from the Past, No. 1 Ahaz bulla only the last he in the bottom register shows this feature. 
10 See also A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating", p. 52 - WSS 581 - B36; B 17 (provenanced), WSS 417 A+B 
(Baruch bullae) (unprovenanced). 
" See below fig. 3- WSS 13.94 (lower register). 220.326.459 [B 31]. 638 [B 23] (provenanced), WSS 307 
(unprovenanced). Also see: A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating", p. 52. 
12 See e. g. dalet (B 1.12.13.25.44; WSS 293.405), mem (WSS 59.293; B 2.5.7.8.26), and `ayin (WSS 
293.385.405; B 18.23.25.35). For lamed see e. g. below 1.2,2.1,2.4 etc. 
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The text is enclosed by a double border-line and separated by 2 double line field dividers. 13 

Fighting cocks are found to date on only two Hebrew seals, i. e. the one shown here 

"belonging to Ya'azanyahu" and on a red jasper seal/scaraboid (size: 16x14x7.5mm) bought 

on the Jerusalem antiquity market, currently housed at the Israel Museum (see fig. 3 

below). 14 In the latter case, the cock is facing right (i. e. when impressed on a bulla) unlike 

the cock on the Ya'azanyahu seal, which is facing left. Not only is the cock virtually 

identical in both cases, but the whole composition is almost the same: 3 registers (with the 

cock engraved in the third and lowest register), 2 double field dividers, but a single border- 

line. The Jeho'ahaz seal, however, is less finely crafted and the Hebrew characters are more 

rudimentary. Although the genuineness of that seal has not been established beyond doubt 15 

it is generally accepted as ancient. 16 

Fig. 3: Left: Seal of Jeho'ahaz the son of the king - 1. M. 71.66.360 (Courtesy of the Israel Museum, 
Jerusalem), Right: Line-Drawing with mirror image of the same seal by the author. 

The Hebrew word for "chicken(s)" (O"ßi1) is not found in the Bible. Perhaps once a 

"strutting" cock may be referred to in Prov. 30: 31 by means of an obscure description as 
W]I112 '1'1`11 (lit. "girt at the loins"). " 

Although chicken husbandry became far more widespread in Judah during the Persian and 
Hellenistic periods' 8, rooster bones have been uncovered during archaeological excavations 

13 Variant of C4 according to : J. Renz & RSllig, HAE, 11/2 (2003), pp. 98-99. 
14 WSS 13; I. M. no. 71.66.360. 
15 See J. Naveh "Preface" - WSS p. 12. 
16 N. Avigad/B. Sass, WSS p. 54: "An examination of the seal in the laboratory of the Israel Museum has shown 
that the damaged parts of the seal, spoiling some of the letters, are covered with patina. " 
17 This has textual support from the LXX, which translates O'Jnn 'vr iT (lit. "girt at the loins") with 
akeicrwp EµatEpWtarwv "strutting cock. " Other translations have been suggested, however, e. g. "starling", 
"greyhound", or even "war-horse. " If the translation "strutting cock" is to be accepted, however, the picture 
portrayed may be similar to the icon found on both seals. Th. Staubli argues that there may be further 
references in the Hebrew Bible to wild chicken as sacrificial animals. Hebrew "1111 ("pigeon" - e. g. Gen 15: 9; 
Lev 1: 14; Numb 6: 10 etc. ) may be better translated with `wild chicken' (Francolinus francolinus) and seems to 
be identical with Akkadian tarru, "wild chicken. " The same may be true for Ugaritic tr. See: Th. Staubli ch. 3, 
in: O. Keel & Th. Staubli, "Im Schatten Deiner Flügel" - Tiere in der Bibel and im alten Orient, 
Universitltsverlag Fribourg, 2001, p. 48. 
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in Iron Age II Judah (i. e. Iron [IA-B Lachish = Str. V-IV, possibly as early as Str. VI) and 

in Transjordan (i. e. Iron IIC Tel I3esban - Str. XVI), which seems to show that the animal 

was domesticated (i. e. at least to some extent) in the region during pre-exilic days. 19 

Unlike the depiction of other kinds off owl20, that of the cock (let alone the fighting cock) is 

rare in ancient Near Eastern glyptic art21 especially on West Semitic stamp seals. 22 

Fig. 4: Cooking pot handle from el-Jib/Gibeon depicting a cock (after: J. B. Pritchard23) 
(After J. B. Pritchard, The Water System) 

It is all the more striking therefore, that the depiction of a cock (though in a different 

posture) is also found on 6th century B. C. incised cooking pot handles from El-Jib/Gibeon, a 

town in the neighbourhood of Tel en-Nasbeh/Mizpah, where the Ja'azanyahu seal was 

uncovered. 4 

18 O. Keel & Th. Staubli, "Im Schatten Deiner Flügel" (2001), p. 23. Also J. M. Sasson (ed. ): Civilisations of 
the Ancient Near East, Vol. 1, p. 220. 
19 D. Ussishkin, "Excavations at Tel Lachish - 1973-1977: Preliminary Report", TA 5 (1978), pp. 88-89; 
Boessneck and van den Driesch, "Preliminary Analysis of the Animal Bones from Tel Hesban" AUSS 16 
(1978), p. 266. Even though in Egypt the domestication of chickens was also wide spread during Persian and 
Hellenistic periods (see: Scharf, ZÄS 74 (1938), p. 47 Table 3a), their domestication may go back to New 
Kingdom days, when Egypt had direct contact with Western Asia through military activity - see: E. Brunner- 
Traut, "Huhn", LA Vol. 111, pp. 70-71. 
20 Such as birds of prey e. g. WSS 267.743 (provenanced), 243.740.827.1157 (unprovenanced); small birds e. g. 
WSS 886.988 (provenanced) WSS 888.892.895.906.920.934.983.992-93.1090 (unprovenanced). For further 
discussions see e. g. B. Sass, "The Pre-exilic Hebrew Seals: Iconism vs. Aniconism" in: Sass & Uehlinger 
(eds. ), Studies in the Iconography, pp. 218-221; B. Brandt, "Bullae with Figurative Decoration", Qedem 41 
(2001), p. 58f.; on Neo-Assyrian stamps see S. Herbordt, Neuassyrische Glyptik des 8. -7. Jh. v. Chr., e. g. Table 
4: 14; 8: 6; 15: 22.23; 17: 7-8.11-12; 18: 28. 
21 For a brief description of this motif see B. S. J. Isserlin, The Israelites, p. 28If., who refers to "a group of 
representations of this animal stretching from the eighth - century Assyria to Archaic Greece [e. g. on a proto- 
Corinthian vase from Perachora]. " For references to other depictions of a chicken & cock as well as to its 
symbolic meaning see e. g.: O. Keel & Th. Staubli, "Im Schatten Deiner Flügel", pp. 23.48-49.55-57. Also. W. 
F. Bade, "The Seal of Jaazaniah", pp. 152-153; L. Delaporte, Catalogues des cylinders, cachets et pierres 
ravees, Vol. II "coq", nos. 530 a+b. 
2 Only one other example is attested in WSS, no. 1142, which stems from the antiquity market and is currently 

housed at the Bible Lands Museum in Jerusalem (no. 1840). This transparent colourless quartz scarab shows 
two cocks facing each other. The seal belonged to a person, whose name (written in archaic Phoenician- 
Aramaic characters) may either read Y1R or `1311. In case the seal is genuine, it may date to the late 91h -8 th 

cent. B. C. The motif, however, is different from that shown on the Ja'azanyahu and Jeho'ahaz seals, but see n. 
26. 
23 J. B. Pritchard, Gibeon - Where the Sun Stood Still, Princeton, 1962, Fig. 91. 
24 J. B. Pritchard, The Water System of Gibeon, Philadelphia, 1961, pp. 20f., fig. 47 nos. 343.399.492.; idem, 
Gibeon, Where the Sun Stood Still, Ills. 90-91. 
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The connotation of the fighting cock on the two stamp seals, however, remains obscure 25 

Noting that roosters are only rarely attested in West-Semitic glyptic art, it may be of some 

significance that all these Judahite (i. e. clearly datable) samples belong to the same period, 
i. e. around 600 B. C. There is some evidence, that the depiction may have been adopted 
from Assyria and/or Babylon and that its symbolic use may be interpreted in this light. 

Although wild chickens (Francolinusfrancolinus) seem to have been hunted (perhaps even 
domesticated) in the Southern Levant before the rise of the Neo-Assyrian hegemony over 

the Levant (8t'-7th cent. B. C. ), the domestication of this animal (Gallus domesticus) may 
have been introduced on a larger scale only from this time onward. According to Th. 

Staubli, the apparent beauty of its feathers, its readiness to fight, as well as its crow, which 
introduces sun rise, "... soon gave the animal its complex symbolic connotation. 06 Its link 

to the sun god Shamash as well as to the moon god Sin in Mesopotamian religious art of the 

8th -7th cent. B. C. seems apparent?? Staubli mentions at least 3 seals, which establish a 
direct link between the cock and astral worship, such as that of Shamash and Sin: 

a) A cylinder seal found at Nimrud (8k7t' cent. B. C. ) [currently housed at the B. M. - WA 

130865] depicts a cock in heavenly spheres next to Shamash, there where otherwise 

other astral emblems are being shown (fig. 5a. ), 

b) A seal amulet in the form of a cock (7m - 61` cent. B. C. ), probably from Palestine/Israel 

[currently in the private collection of L. Wolfe - Jerusalem] shows on its stamp side the 
Mesopotamian emblem of the moon crescent [Sin] above the winged solar-disk 
[Shamash] (fig. 5b. ), 

c) Another seal amulet, also in the form of a cock, from the same collection (and 

apparently with the same provenance and date), depicts on the stamping surface, the 

moon standards of the moon god Sin of Harran (no picture available), 

25 See e. g.: R. Schmitt, Bildhafte Herrschaftsrepräsentation im eisenzeitlichen Israel, pp. 169-170. 
'6 Th. Staubli argues that the readiness to fight im ressed men throughout the Mediterranean world. Cockfights 
were organized on Greek city-squares from the 7'$-6' cent. B. C. onward. Staubli suggests a link here with the 
depiction of the "coqs affrontEs" on WSS 1142. See: Th. Staubli, ibid, p. 56. 
n The cock not only introduced the rising sun, but also accompanied the moon as guardian of light or else 
simply stood at the doorstep from darkness to day light. Staubli refers to a number of Neo-Babylonian stamp 
seals on which cocks are shown in connection with the moon - idem, p. 56. Similarly A. Moortgat has 
suggested a link with Mesoptamia, but suggests that the icon may be related to life, vitality, fertility: A. 
Moortgat, Rollsiegel, pp. 75.151, Nos. 755.756. Note that the astral connotation is also found in adjacent 
ancient Iran, where the cock was regarded as cultic messenger of light (rising sun) and as symbol of truth. See: 
C. Andresen at al., Lexikon der Alten Well, Vol. 2, pp. 1216-1217. See also: H. Biedermann, Knaurs Lexikon 
der Symbole, pp. 175-177. 
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Another example may be added to this list for comparison 28: 

d) A Neo-Babylonian conoid seal in the S. Moussaieff Collection in London, depicts a 

worshiper in front of the cult symbols of Marduk and Nabu. Other symbols are also 
shown, such as the crescent moon (i. e. Sin) and the rhomb (closely associated with the 

goddess Ishtar). The name of the seal bearer, 'Azanyau (apparently an Israelite), is 

written in Aramaic. Stylistically the seal dates to ca. 600 B. C. On the side a rooster and 

a locust have been engraved (see fig. 5c). 29 

I 

Fig. Sa. The cock as heavenly symbol is shown next to the sun 
god Shamash on this cylinder seal at the BM - found at Fig. 5b. Stamp seal amulet in the form of a cock Nimrud, ca. 700 B. C. (WA 130865 - Photo R. Wiskin - with solar and lunar emblems as seal engravings - Courtesy of the British Museum) Israel? 7th - 6th cent. B. C. (Collection - L. Wolfe, 

Jerusalem; after: Th. Staubli, ibid, p. 56) 

Fig. Sc Line drawing of Babylonian 
seal of'Azanyau30 

Fig. 5 The cock as astral icon on seals 

Side of same seal with rooster and locust 

Due to the close resemblance of the Ya'azanyahu and Yeho'ahaz seals (as discussed above), some 

scholars have suggested that the cock emblem could have been used as a family symbol by both 

seal owners. This suggestion, that both court officials Ja'azanyahu (`bd hmlk) and 
Jeho'ahaz (bn hmlk) could have been members of the same family using the same emblem31 

28 Naturally this list is not exhaustive: e. g. a Neo-Babylonian duck-shaped seal with two fighting cocks and a 
winged sun-disk above it, is found in another private collection and is believed to be from the 7th-6`h cent. B. C. 
This seal was on sale during the Archaeological Center October 2003 Auction in TO Aviv. It subsequently 
disappeared into private hands. 
29 See: R. Deutsch & A. Lemaire, Biblical Period Personal Seals, p. 116, no. 106. 
30 With kind permission of R. Deutsch, Herzliya. 
31 e. g. P. J. King and L. E. Stager, Life in Biblical Israel, WJK, 2001, p. 120; P. K. McCarter, Ancient 
Inscriptions, p. 144; K. A. D. Smelik, Historische Dokumente aus dem alten Israel, p. 129. 
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seems, however, problematic. Whereas Ja'azanyahu was a palace courtier (`bd hmlk) - and 

quite possibly a commoner (see below), Jeho'ahaz appears to have been at least a royal 
blood relative, if not the very heir of the king himself. Granted that the seal is genuine, the 

seal owner may in fact be the very heir of king Josiah, who ascended the throne in 609 B. C. 
The appearance of the same cock symbol around 600 B. C. on both seals, however, does 

imply some common influence. Moreover, Th. Staubli's suggestion to link the symbol to 
Assyrian and Babylonian cultural and religious influences may add some weight to the 

approximate date for both seals to the late 7a` - early 6th cent. B. C., i. e. the period during 

which the adoption of Assyrian and Babylonian astral elements seems to have reached their 

zenith in monarchic Judah. 

1.1.4 The Archaeological Circumstances 

a) Archaeological History - an overview of the late Iron Age levels 

Tel en-Nasbeh (located some 12km NW of Jerusalem in the tribal territory of Benjamin) 

was excavated by a team of American archaeologists under the supervision of William Bade 

of the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley/CA - together with C. C. McCown (editor of 
the first Volume on the Tel en-Nasbeh/TN excavations, 1947) and J. C. Wampler (editor of 
TN, Vol. II) - during 5 excavation seasons, i. e. between 1926 and 1935. Although other 
identifications have been suggested for Tel en-Nasbeh (e. g. with ancient Beeroth, Gibeon or 
Ataroth-Addar), most scholars accept its equation with biblical Mizpah 32 J. Zorn has 

recently restudied the site's history by reexamining its architectural evidence. 3 He not only 
has shown rather conclusively, that the history of its Iron Age remains fits the biblical 
description of Benjaminite Mizpah rather well, but he also was able to identify a hitherto 

unnoticed Stratum (Zorn - Str. 2) on top of the main Iron Age IIA-C Stratum (Zorn - Str. 
3), which due to its different orientation and newly built larger structures (some of which 
seem to portray foreign elements - see below), could be recognized as an independent later 
level. Zorn argues that these date to the period of the Babylonian Exile. In his view, Stratum 

n Although Y. Magen has recently criticised this equation, arguing that ancient Mizpah may be located at Nebi 
Samwil, J. Zorn has argued that this proposal in untenable in the light of its archaeological history when 
comgared with the history of Mizpah in the Bible. It lacks both Iron Age I (time of the Israelite Judges) as well 
as 6 cent. B. C. remains (time of the Babylonian occupation). See: J. Zorn, "Tel en-Nasbeh and the Problem of 
the Material Culture of the Sixth Century", in: O. Lipschits & J. Blenkinsopp (eds. ), Judah and the Judeans in 
the Neo-Babylonian Period, pp. 413f. n. 1. For Magen's suggestion see: Y. Magen & M. Dadon, "Nebi 
Samwil", Qadmoniot 118 (1999), pp. 62-77 [Hebrew]. 
" This was dealt with in great detail in Zom's PhD thesis: Tel en-Nasbeh: A Re-evaluation of the Architecture 
and Siratigraphy of the Early Bronze Age, Iron Age and Later periods, unpubl. Ph. D. thesis, Berkeley, 1993 
(not available to the author). Excellent summaries epecially of the Iron Age strata have been published: e. g. J. 
Zorn, "Nasbeh, Tel en-", in: NEAEHL, Vol. 3, pp. 1098-1102; "Mizpah" - Newly Discovered Stratum Reveals 
Judah's Other Capital", BAR 23: 5 (1997), pp. 28-38.66; "Tel en-Nasbeh", in: Lipschits & Blenkinsopp (eds. ), 
Judah and the Judeans, pp. 413-447. This author is also very grateful for the many email exchanges he has had 
with J. Zorn between 2001-2004. 
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2 was the seat of Gedaliah the Judean governor, who had been appointed by 

Nebuchadnezzar at Mizpah after the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 B. C. Evidence of Persian 

period remains (see below) within the same Stratum 2, seems to suggest that this city 

remained in use (at least? ) until ca. 400 B. C. According to Zorn, the history of Iron Age Tel 

en-Nasbeh was as follows: After a long period of abandonment, Nasbeh had been resettled 
during Iron Age I (Stratum 4). The site subsequently developed into a well fortified city 

ring road town (Stratum 3, Phase 3C-A) during Iron Age IIA-C periods (ca. 1000-586 

B. C 34) with a massive "offset-inset wall"(the latter perhaps being the fortification built by 

king Asa during the early 9th cent. B. C.: 1 Kgs. 15: 16-22; 2Chron. 16: 1-6). As no evidence 

of burning was detected, Zorn has suggested that the occupants of Stratum 3 were allowed 

to leave peacefully after which the town was deliberately "destroyed" to make place for a 

new city: "... with buildings of similar types, though of larger and finer construction and 
laid out in a completely different settlement plan... " This according to Zorn, was Gedaliah's 

city, which had been transformed "... into a new administrative center. 05 Unfortunately, Str. 

2 is badly preserved and no clear picture of its sub-phases can be detected. 

b) The Pottery Evidence from Tomb 19 

Although almost all the recorded material evidence from Tel en-Nasbeh Tomb 19 (Western 

Cemetery), in which the Ja'azanyahu seal was found, dates to the late Roman to early 
Byzantine Period (c. 5a'-7t° cent. AD), three Iron Age II pottery sherds were found together 

with the Ja'azanyahu seal, which may suggest that part of the tomb (in its present form a 
kokim burial from the late Roman - Byzantine Period36), could have existed here during the 

late Iron Age II period. Such was the opinion of the original excavator William Bade: 

"What is more, it was found in a tomb [i. e. Tomb 19], associated with contemporary 

ceramic deposits, under two stratified later deposits. " 37 (emphasis added), and 

"there were enough ceramic and other remains of each period to leave no doubt about 
the character and identity of each occupation. 08 (emphasis added) 

" Or a slightly later date for the beginning of Iron Age IIA (i. e. late 10th-early 9V' cent. B. C. ) may be accounted 
for, if low chronology dates proposed by 1. Finkelstein et al. were to be accepted. 
'S J. Zom, "Tel en-Nasbeh and the Problem of the Material Culture", p. 419. 
36 Note however that a Hellenistic juglet from about the 2d cent. B. C. (or later ?) was also uncovered in the 
tomb - see ill. 6e: a, which may point to a somewhat earlier date for the tomb. As will be discussed below, there 
is scope for a slightly earlier date for this globular juglet, i. e. sometime during the Persian period, which may 
perhaps allow us to attribute it to the Str. 2 occupation at Tel en-Nasbeh. 
37 W. Bade, "The Seal of Jaazaniah, " p. 155, as with the other tombs found in the Western necropolis of Tel en- 
Nasbeh, which also showed clear evidence of burial occupation during the Iron Age (Early and Middle, i. e. IA 
I-II). 
39 Idem, p. 150. 
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The uppermost early Byzantine deposit covered Roman Period remains underneath of 
which: 

"at the bottom of the central pit knife-and-brush work brought to light, on April 22 
[1932], the seal of Jaazaniah. It wasfound embedded in clay and associated with small 
fragments of skeletal remains and with potsherds of Middle and Late Iron Age. i39 

(emphasis added) 

Three Iron Age sherds are datable to the Iron Age IIB/C periods and are described in the 
final reports of the Bade Institute excavations40 as follows: 

i. a fragment of a bowl rim belonging to "the latter part of M[iddle] I[ron Period]" (i. e. 
Iron Age IIB-C period) 

. ------------ ýý. ----------- ý ti S. 
Fig, 6a: Tb 19x3 = bowl type 1293 with everted rim - The same bowl (courtesy of Bade Institute) 
with vertical incisions. 41 (Courtesy of J. Zorn) (After: TN II Pl. 57: 1293) 

a fragment of a plate rim (with horizontal burnishing on the rim and on the inside) also 
belonging to M[iddle] I[ron] (i. e. Iron Age IIB-C), 

'ýt 1, "'20.,,,,, ýý 

. d'_. _: 
ý_sý 

Fig. 6b: Tb 19x4 = reddish brown wide bowl plate - type 1563 - horizontally/ring burnished on rim and 
interior with fine light brown grits. Diam. ca. 25 an. 42 (Courtesy of J. Zom) 

iii. a fragment of a bowl from the Iron II B-C Period (hardly more specific): 

99 Idem, p. 151. 
40 Tel en-Nasbeh - Vol. 1 (by C. C. McCown) and Vol. 2 (by J. C. Wampler). 
41 J. C. Wampler, T. en-Nasbeh II - p. 169 PI. 57 no. 1293 "brown, red brown under surface and interior, fine it. 
brown grits; wet-smoothed; incised X's on rim. D. ca. 230mm. " Original drawing from the Bade - Excavations 
1932 (Courtesy of J. Zorn). See also T. en-Nasbeh II no. 1293 § 37 (p. 36; also p. 169) - Pl. 57 (top center). 
According to A. Brody (pers. communication - Febr. 28 2003), these sherds are currently held at the 
Rockefeller Museum at Jerusalem. Unfortunately these sherds were not found at the IAA collections during 
this author's visit in August - 2004. Also the previous search by IAA assistant keeper A. Savariego for this 
author, as well as by J. Zorn had proved unsuccessful. 42 Original drawing from the W. Badb - Excavations 1932 (Courtesy of J. Zorn). Also: J. C. Wampler, T. en- Nasbeh II - pp. 41.177, no. 1563, § 70 (p. 41) - Pl. 68. 
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Fig. 6c: Tb 19x2 = bowl type 1297 with 
flaired rim (Courtesy of J. Zorn). 43 

ý`, 

-r 

-.., 0 ý`-- __rýý 

Tel en-Nasbeh bowl type 1297 (courtesy Bade 
Institute) (after: TN 11 Pl. 57: 1297)44 

None of these sherds, however, are diagnostic late Iron Age II type fossils. 45 Especially the 

type of bowls, to which they seem to belong, are types known from both the Iron Age 11B 

and C periods 46 

Fig. 6. d. Rim sherds belonging to similar late Iron Age bowls from Tel en-Nasbeh - left (unburnished): IAA 
32-2665/12 (from Room 390, X 23) and right (and far right): burnished IAA 32-2665/5 (Room 275, X 14) 
(Courtesy of the IAA/Rockefeller Museum - Jerusalem; Photo: R. Wiskin). 

Moreover, as is the case with the fragmentary plate rim type 1563 (No. ii above), it is well- 
known that burnished bowls (and for that matter also other typical burnished ware) are 

considered to be characteristic of the Judahite Iron Age pottery industry. Their production 

43 TN 11 Pl. 57: 1297, p. 169 bowl type no. 1297 "Hard; brown; fine white grits; wet-smoothed. D. ca. 220mm 

... Mainly MI and LI. " 
44 TN 11, p. 169. This specimen of Type 1297 stems from Room 318, AA 25,1 X 10. 
45 This author was able to also show the drawings of the relevant material to pottery specialist L. Singer-Avitz 
from Tel Aviv University at an archaeological conference at Heidelberg University - July 2003. Singer-Avitz 
agreed that the sherds stem from Iron Age IIB-C bowl and plate types, but she did not want to restrict them to 
IA IIC only, as - especially the two bowls - appear to be long-lived specimens. 
46 Personal communication with L. Singer-Avitz - July 2003 as well as J. Zorn - Jan. 2003. Similar type of 
bowls are known from the Iron Age 11B and C periods. For type 1293 cf. Beth-Zur Str. III - 0. R. Sellers et al., 
Beth-Zur (1968), Fig. 17: 16. Type 1297 resembles: El-Jib Level 115-L-18, J. B. Pritchard, The Winery, Fig. 
43: 5, Sellers et al., Beth-Zur, (1968), Fig. 18: 1 and 3,1. Eshel & K. Prag Excavations by K. M. Kenyon, Vol. 
IV (1995), p. 40 and 117, Fig. 13: 12; I. Beit-Arieh, Tel ̀ /ra, pp. 238f., Fig. 6.63: 22 and perhaps: Tel Goren, B. 
Mazar, Atigot 5 (1966), Fig 15: 1. The author also found similar types of sherds (with flared rim - e. g. type 
1297) from Tel en-Nasbeh in the IAA collection in Jerusalem, when he visited the Rockefeller Museum 
collections in August - 2004, but the current state of the collection did not unfortunately allow him to assign 
any of these with certainty to the above types, as the original specimens depicted on the drawings provided by 
J. Zorn could no longer be traced. 
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appears to have ceased by the beginning of the subsequent Persian period at the latest. 7 

This seems to be especially true for interior burnishing on "thickened rim bowls, " which 

may have ceased even slightly earlier. 48 If this is true, it may, with some reservation, set a 

terminus ante quem for the occurrence of this particular bowl, probably sometime during 

the late Judahite Monarchy or early Neo-Babylonian period. 

The fourth (whole) piece was originally described as a late Iron Age juglet49, but is now 
so dated by some scholars to the Hellenistic or even Roman period. 

Fig. 6e: 
a) Tb 19x 1= juglet type 809 s' (Courtesy of J. Zorn). 
b) Globular juglet - Type 2 from Persian period ̀ Atlit (After E. Stem) 
c) Perfume juglet - Type 5a from Persian period En-Gedi (After E. Stern) 

Whether this conclusion is justified, remains a moot point. Similar globular juglets are 

attested from the Persian period also and are dated by E. Stern to the 5`h -4`h cent. B. C. 52 A 

similar specimen (with globular body, handle starting at rim and attached to the upper body, 

47 It is generally believed that the practice of burnishing comes to the end by the Persian era at the latest. 
Although it seems to be a characteristic of the Iron Age, Van Volsem is probably right when she concludes that 
it may have continued at least into the Neo-Babylonian period - see: C. Van Volsem, The Babylonian Period, 
p. 41 (pp. 38-41.81.91 etc. ). Stem suggests that burnishing was still practiced during the beginning of the 
subsequent Persian period, but the burnishing technique of this period can be distinguished, the bands are 
broader and the tone is light reddish - see. E. Stern, The Material Culture, p. 93, again repeated in E. Stern, 
Archaeology of the Holy Land Vol. 2, pp. 514-515. The criterion has been used to differentiate between Persian 
bowls and the Iron Age repertoire e. g. the folded rim bowls at Tel el Ful. For the absence of burnished bowls in 
Lachish Str. 1, see: e. g. Van Volsem, ibid, p. 41; at Beitin, see J. Kelso, The Excavation of Bethel, p. 71. L. 
Singer-Avitz also agreed that the practice of burnishing is a strong feature belonging to the Iron Age Period - 
4pers. 

communication - July 2003. 
$ C. Van Volsem, ibid, p. 46. 

09 "... down to at least 350 B. C. " - C. C. McCown, T. en-Nasbeh 1: p. 122. An exact Graeco-Persian parallel is 
listed from Stratum 11 at Tel Abu Hawam: see: R. W. Hamilton, "Excavations at Tel Abu Hawam", QDAP 4 
(1935), p. 14, Fig. 2. 
50 Pers. communication with J. Zorn - Jan. 3 (2003), and with A. Brody of the Bade Institute at Berkeley - Feb. 
28 (2003). 
51 This is supposed to be a late Hellenistic or Roman judglet see: Wampler, T. en-Nasbeh 11- original drawing 
from the Bade Excavations 1932 (Courtesy of J. Zorn). 
5' See E. Stem, Material Culture of the Land of the Bible in the Persian Period, pp. 120-121. Even if this type 
persisted during the Hellenistic period (idem, p. 120 and n. 42), many seem to be from the Persian period, i. e. 
the date given by the original excavators at Tel en-Nasbeh to juglet type 809. Also see the discussion in Van 
Volsem, The Babylonian Period, p. 72 c. and Table 11. 
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flat or disk shaped base [Stern type 2], wide shape of mouth) was found in a tomb at `Atlit 

(fig. 6e: b) 53 In the original Excavation report (TN I), C. C. McCown listed an exact 
"Graeco-Persian" parallel from Tel Abu Hawam - Stratum 2.54 This stratum is currently 
dated to the 5-4th cent. B. C. 55 

With the absence of the original specimen, we will not be able to prove the Persian date for 

this juglet - as originally also argued by the Bade Institute archaeologists - but as seems 
likely, a Persian date does seem no longer impossible. If justified, this would add 

considerable weight to the suggestion that the kokim tomb complex had witnessed 

significant changes prior to the elaborate recutting during the late Roman - early Byzantine 

period. 

It needs to be stated, however, that J. Zorn, is sceptical about the provenance of the above 

reported sherds. As the current state of the burial complex is late (late Roman/Byzantine), 

and as the tomb was evidently recut in a substantial way, the Iron Age IIB/C sherds (i. e. 

only broken rims) could indeed be merely intrusive. 56 At the same time, Zorn is prepared to 
believe that the Ja'azanyahu seal could well derive from a late Iron Age II tomb, which was 
later transformed into a more elaborate kokim tomb complex. 7 This author, however, 

prefers the view that the Iron Age II sherds, as well as the juglet (from the Persian period? ) 

all belonged to the same deposit of this earlier late Iron Age(- Persian) tomb. This is a 

possible scenario as also in fact other scholars have recently agreed-58, and is in direct 

keeping with the original opinion of both the excavator (as noted above) as well as the final 

editor of the Tel en-Nasbeh excavation report, C. C. McCown, who opined: 
"It seems probable therefore, that T. 19 with its barrel vaults was originally a simple 

chamber, perhaps with benches like Ts. 5,14, and 15 ... X59 

53 idem, p. 121, fig. 182. Note, however, that the body of TN type 809 is slightly rounder at the top and 
resembles in this respect a perfume juglet (perfume juglet type 5a), from Persian period Engedi - see E. Stern, 
ibid, Fig. 188. 
se For this juglet see: R. W. Hamilton, "Excavations at Tel Abu Hawam", QDAP 4 (1935), p. 14, Fig. 2. 
55 See: J. Balensi at al., "Abu Hawam, Tel", NEAEHL 1, p. 9. 
56 Pers. communication with J. Zorn 3`d of Jan. 2003; similar doubts are expressed by N. Avigad/B. Sass in WSS 
p. 52. The doubts about the provenance of the sherds were shared by A. Brody, Director of the Bade Institute - Berkeley (pers. comm. with the author), assuming that the tomb "as most likely not excavated stratigraphically, 
it was probably simply cleared out" This, as we reiterate, is not what Bade himself said. During "knife and 
brush" work both the seal and the associated Iron Age material came to light at a) the bottom of the central pit 
and 2) "under two stratified later deposits" - "The Seal of Jaazaniah", p. 155. 
57 See e. g.: J. Zorn, "Tel en-Nasbeh and the Proble of the Material Culture", p. 441: "Unfortunately, aside from 
a few fragments of pottery, this seal was the only object from the Iron Age found in this tomb, which had 
apparently originally been a typical Iron Age bench tomb that had been recut and reused in the Byzantine 
period (TN 1.118-120,122). " 
s This view was e. g. recently also shared by N. Fox, In the Service of the Kings, p. 57 n. 51, p. 58, n. 59. 

59 C. C. McCown, IN 1, pp. 121 f. It must be noted also that Tomb 19 is situated very near tombs 14 and 15 (orig. 
Iron Age) in the Western Cemetery. 
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And indeed as we reiterate, the seal was found in association with the pottery and with small 

pieces of skeletal remains, which may all have belonged to the original burial. Due to lack 

of more precise data to validate this reconstruction, nothing more can currently be said. 

c) Evidence of Foreign Occupation 

As has been cogently argued by J. Zorn, the previous Iron Age IIA-C Stratum 3, was not 

razed during Babylonian military operations, but was rebuilt on a larger scale with a new 

orientation (Stratum 2), including what appear to be foreign cultural elements. 60 The 

attribution of Stratum 2 to the period of "Babylonian occupation" (through to ca. 400 B. C. ) 
has been thoroughly studied by Zorn. A number of foreign elements have been singled out 
by him, to show that Stratum 2 came into existence during the 6`h cent. B. C. or Babylonian 

period61: 

i. Zorn points to several Mesopotamian-style residences. Remains of a number of large 

buildings belonging to the new Stratum 2 were recognized; "Building 74.01" in particular 

appears to ressemble a Mesopotamian "courtyard-style building", reminiscent of 
(although smaller than) the Megiddo Str. III-II "Buildings 1052 and 1369", and even 
more so Megiddo Str. I "Building 736". 62 

ii. Zorn also refers to local style buildings, which had been constructed according to a new 

city plan (i. e. not in line with the original Str. 3 ring-road orientation), atop the Iron Age 
II Stratum 3 structures. Three large 4-room buildings (which average ca. 130m2 - i. e. 
twice the size of the typical buildings belonging to Str. 3)63, may be listed here: "Building 

194.01" (built over the casemate-like defenses of Str. 3C6' in the SW corner of town), 

60 Zorn discusses how the "Babylonian Period" stratum was originally missed by the original excavators. As 
part of his own PhD thesis he restudied the architectual evidence of discovered large houses, which share the 
same "construction techniques and dimensions, " but which are later than the Iron Il phase - J. R. Zorn, Tel en- 
Nasbeh: A Re-Evaluation of the Architecture, Unpublished Ph. D. Dissertation Vol. 1-3,1993. "These remains 
indicate a town plan markedly different from the town of the Iron Age II. The structures and the individual 
chambers, are larger than their counterparts in the Iron Age 11; their orientation is different, and they are usually 
built over the Iron Age II dwellings. Furthermore, their construction put the older inner gate house out of use, 
as well as the wall connecting it to the outer gate. " J. Zorn, "Nasbeh, Tel en-" New Enc. Vol. 3, pp. 1101-02. 
61 An excellent summary of the sixth cent. B. C. material was recently published by J. Zorn: "Tel en-Nasbeh and 
the Problem of the Material Culture of the Sixth Century", in: Lipschits & Blenkinsopp (eds. ), Judah and 
Judean, pp. 413-447. Also see Zorn's popular summary in BAR 23: 5 (1997): "Mizpah", pp. 28ff. 
62 The building (though not completely excavated) was I8m wide and over 15m long. See: J. Zorn, "Tel en- 
Nasbeh and the Problem of the Material Culture", pp. 423f. and Fig. 7. 
63 Zorn notes that the buildings were larger and more widely spaced than in the previous stratum and notes: 
"No doubt the officials now residing at Mizpah did not want to live in the same sort of cramped conditions as 
the townspeople of Stratum 3 had.... It is clear that the buildings of Stratum 2 were universally larger, less 
crowded, and of better construction than those of Stratum 3. " Zorn, ibid, p. 429 
64 Zorn argues that they continue into the infra-mural area and cover Str 

. 
3B bins, see: ibid, p. 419 and Fig. 3. 
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"Building 145.02" (built only a few meters inside the "inner, 4-chamber gate , 65), and 
"Building 110.01" (built inside the outer 2-chamber gate and on top of the wall, which 
linked the western section of the inner and outer gates). 66 

The latter building contained store jars (with two loop handles and collar rim), which find 

for instance good parallels at Persian Period Strata IX and VIII at Tel Michal. 67 This seems 
to indicate that the terminal phase of Tel en-Nasbeh Stratum 2 may have lasted until ca. 400 

B. C. Another large 4-room house ("Building 125.01"), situated in the northern part of the 
Tel's center, contained fragments of tall "hole-mouth" pithoi and store jars with 4 handles 

placed at the neck. 68 The former find good parallels e. g. at late Iron Age Jerusalem (Ophel 

excavations6), as well as in Lachish Str. 11.70 Also 4-handled store jars with raised neck 

were found and are attested, e. g. at Tel Arad Stratum VI. 71 The time span, which separates 

the use of the late Iron Age store jars from their Persian period counter parts, seems 

therefore to suggest that Tel en-Nasbeh Stratum 2 commenced during the early 6th cent. and 

terminated near 400 B. C. 72 

Other finds which may belong to the Neo-Babylonian-Persian period at Tel en-Nasbeh, 

were uncovered: e. g. 

i. A bronze circlet (of unknown stratigraphic context) with an inscribed cuneiform text 
(probably Neo-Babylonian), the meaning of which is disputed. 73 

65 Idem, pp. 419-420 and Fig. 4: "... an extremely awkward place for a dwelling, because it is in the middle of 
the gate plaza, interrupting traffic flow 

... 
" etc. 66 Ibid, p. 420 and Fig. 5. 

67 Ibid, p. 428 and Fig. 11. Also on this vessel see: E. Stern, The Material Culture, pp. 104f. and Fig. 142, who 
argues that this jar type continued into the 0 cent. B. C. On Tel Michal see e. g.: Z. Herzog, "Michal Tel", in: 
NEAEHL, Vol. 3, p. 1038. 
68 Zorn, ibid, p. 428 and Fig. 10. 
69 See E. Mazar and B. Mazar, Excavations in the South of the Temple Mount, p. 44 and Pl. 20: 6-7; Mazar, E., 
"The Royal Quarter of Biblical Jerusalem: The Ophel", in: H. Geva, Ancient Jerusalem Revealed, p. 68. 
70 0. Zimhoni in: D. Ussishkin (ed. ), The Renewed Archaeological Excavations at Lachish, Vol. IV, p. 1880, 
Fig. 26.50: 6. 
71 See: L. Singer-Avitz, "Arad: The Iron Age Pottery Assemblage", pp. 149f. 190f., Figs. 48: 10-49: 1-3 with 
references to other parallels from e. g. Beth-Shemesh, Ramat Rahel and Horvat Uza. 
72 J. Zorn 

, 
ibid, p. 428; idem, "Mizpah", pp. 36f. 

n C. C. McCown, Tel en-Nasbeh 1, Pl. 55: 80 and pp. 150-153. The inscription of which reads: [... ]al 
-ia-da-a- 

ra MAN-dui ana TIN 91-" x(... ]. Although variously read, it was plausibly interpreted by R. Sack as a ... 
]a- 

ia-da-a-ra Aarri§u ana ballt napilltilu, "To 
... -]aiad8ra?, his king, for his life, [so-and-so has dedicated this 

object]. " ibid p. 152. In this case the text would be referring to a hitherto unknown great king. D. Vanderhooft 
and W. Horowitz have recently suggested a completely different reading of the inscription, which identifies the 
name as that of the dedicator, while the dedication is made to a divine king. See their. "The Cuneiform 
Inscription from Tel en-Nasbeh: The Demise of an Unknown King", TA 29: 2 (2002), pp. 318ff. A colour 
photograph of the object was published by J. Zorn in: "Mizpah", BAR 23: 5 (1997), p. 38. 
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ii. An ostracon with a fragmentary Mesopotamian name/inscription, written probably in 

Hebrew and recently reread by A. Lemaire as "[? ]n mrsrsr[? ... " _ ? Mar-sarri-usur[? 

(retrieved from Cistern 305). 74 

iii. Some 30 (=70% of all known) Mozah stamp impressions (which perhaps may be 

restricted to the Neo-Babylonian period only75). 

iv. Fragments of three so-called Mesopotamian "Bath-tub" coffins (the largest [from 

"Room 79"] of which was found inside of the city wall). 76 

v. Quantitites of so-called "wedged- and circle-impressed sherds" were uncovered from 

Tel en-Nasbeh. This class of pottery has been described in detail by E. Stern and more 

recently by J. Zorn. " While sporadically also found outside of Israel (e. g. at Tall al- 
cUmayri in Jordan78, at Qasr al-Hamra' at Tayma in NW Arabia79, at Nippur and 
Nimrud8), this pottery is mainly attested in the region of JudahBenjamin. 81 While 

some 62 pieces are from Tel en-Nasbeh82, the remaining majority comes from 
Jerusalem (e. g. from the Jewish Quarter Excavations, City of David83), from Ramat 

74 J. Zorn, "Tel en-Nasbeh and the Problem of the Material Culture", pp. 431.436f. and Fig. 20. On A. 
Lemaire's new reading see: "Nabonidus in Arabia and Judah in the Neo-Babylonian Period", in: O. Lipshits & 
J. Blenkinsopp (eds. ), Judah and the Judean, pp. 292f. Even though the name seems to follow the Assyrian 
tradition (and hence may date to the 8`"-7th cent. B. C. ), a later date is possible, as the use of Assyrian officials 
within Neo-Babylonian administration is an attested fact. On this and on parallels for the reconstructed name 
see Lemaire, ibid. On an earlier reading of the same ostracon also see: J. Renz, HAE 1, pp. 223-224. 
75 J. R. Zorn et al, "The m(w)sh Stamp impressions and the Neo-Babylonian Period", IEJ 44: 3-4 (1994), p. 167. 
idem, Mizpah", p. 37. Some 15 out of 30 stamp impressions probably belonged to what may well be a store 
building ("two magazine-like chambers" [Building 160.10]), whose walls seem to be built on top of the earlier 
Iron Age 11 town walls. Also see: E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 335f. Also see C. Carter, 
The Emergence of Yehud, pp. 131-32. 
76 All these stem from the main Tel from locations where Str. II remains have been uneartherd: J. R. Zorn, 
"Mesopotamian-Style Cermaic "Bathtub" Coffins from Tel en-Nasbeh", TA 20 (1993), pp. 216-224. Zorn 
adduces many parallels from both Syro-Palestine and the Mesopotamian homeland, and argues that although 
this type of coffin had spread initially during the Neo-Assyrian era, examples from e. g. Shechem and Ur allow 
for an extended use, i. e. into the Persian period. Also: Zorn, "Tel en-Nasbeh and the Material Culture of the 
Sixth Century", p. 433 and Fig. 17. Also on these coffins see: E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, p. 
341; L. J. Rainafuthula, Assyrian Influence upon Palestinian and Jordanian Religion, unpubl. M. A. Thesis, pp. 
160-168 and Figs. 1-8. Also note that fragments of similar bathtub coffins were found in the Adoni-Nur tomb 
from Amman (see Ch. 2), which terminus ad quern we would date to sometime during the first half of the 6th 
cent. B. C. 
77 E. Stern, The Material Culture, pp. 133-136. J. Zorn, idem. But also see: C. L. Van Volsem, The Babylonian 
Period (unpublished), pp. 48-53. Although the decoration is often found on deep kraters and holemouth jars 
(often on rim and/or upper parts), it is the decoration itself rather than the vessels to which it was applied (i. e. 
while the clay was still soft), which is at stake. The most usual decoration consists of rows of triangular wedge- 
shaped impressions (reminiscent of cuneiform wedges) - frequently linked together at their bases - and/or of 
circles, apparently impressed by reeds. Sometimes they appear together, sometimes separately. 
79 MPP 2, p. 27 and fig. 3.12.34, p. 241-242; MPP 3, p. 46, fig. 3.22.12, p. 245. 
79 See J. Zorn, "Wedge- and Circle Impressed Pottery", pp. 690-692 and Fig. 34.1-5. 
80 For references see: E. Stern, ibid, p. 133. 
81 i. e. out of some 160 published specimens, some 130 examples stem from Judah. 
sz E. g. J. Zorn, "Tel en-Nasbeh and the Material Culture of the Sixth Century", pp. 440-441 and Fig. 21. 63 These are unpublished: see J. Zorn, ibid, p. 689 and E. Stem, ibid, p. 133. 
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Rachel (Str. VA citadel84), Tel el-Ful (the level III A-B cistern 85), Beth-Zur (see below) 

and from Jericho86, sites which either continued to be occupied during the sixth cent. 

B. C. or were reoccupied shortly after the return from Babylonian exile. 87 The "wedged" 

impressions have been compared with "cuneiform wedges. " While some scholars have 

argued that this decoration was based on Mesopotamian cuneiform writing during the 

Neo-Babylonian and Achaemenid periods88, other suggestions have also been offered. 

As very little "wedged impressed" ware has been found in the Mesopotamian 

homeland, Zorn prefers an Arabian connection. 89 Some 7 samples have been unearthed 

in the region of Tayma (NW Arabia), where it occurs in late 6`h-5th cent. B. C. strata. 

Zorn suggests a link with Mesopotamian controlled Arabian spice and frankincense 

trade (regardless of whether this pottery originated from Israel or Arabia90), which 

commenced during the second half of the 8th cent. B. C. (during the Neo-Assyrian 

period) and continued to expand during the successive periods of Neo-Babylonian and 

Achaemenid rule. 9' 

Fig. 6f. Wedged Impressed Sherd from Tel en-Nasbeh (Courtesy of the IAA - Jerusalem; Photo: R. Wiskin). 

84 Y. Aharoni, "Excavations at Ramat Rahel, 1954 - Preliminary Report", IEJ 6 (1956), p. 143, Pl. 13B. As 
more pieces were subsequently found in dump 484, Aharoni suggested a Persian period date for these, see: E. 
Stern, ibid, p. 135. But as we suggest here, impressed ware may extend from the late Iron Age well into the 
Persian period. 
85 C. Van Volsem, ibid, p. 48 and Table 5. Also: N. Lapp, The Third Campaign at Tel el-Ful: The Excavations 
of 1964, Plate 65: 5-7.13 and Photo 39. 
86 K. M. Kenyon & T. A. Holland, Jericho IV, Figs. 210: 12.19; 212: 13-14. But these stem from erosion and 
destruction levels. Also J. Zom, ibid, p. 689. 
87 Impressed ware has also been found in Northern Israel, mainly at Samaria and Shechem: E. Stern, ibid, p. 
133; J. Zorn, ibid, p. 693. 
88 Originally suggested by J. C. Wampler, "Triangular Impressed Design in Palestinian Pottery", BASOR 80 
(1940), pp. 13-16 (esp. p. 16 and n. 6). Wampler suggests a 5`"-4`h cent. B. C. date. But also see E. Stem, ibid, p. 
136. 
89 J. Zorn, ibid, esp. pp. 693-695. 
90 J. Zorn, ibid, p. 695 rightly states that unless a source analysis will be performed, "it will be impossible to say 
in which direction the trade in these vessels flowed, or if these vessels were locally produced and this form of 
decoration was common to both regions [i. e. Israel and Arabia]. " 
91 References to Arabian trade connections at this time are not only attested in the OT (e. g. Is. 21: 13; Jer. 6: 20; 
Ezek. 27: 22), but is also corroborated by the discovery of some Arabian inscriptions in Israel and southern 
Transjordan (e. g. at the City of David Str. 10, Beitin, Tel Goren/En-Gedi [incl. our suggested reading of the nri 
jar handle], Str. V, Ghrareh, Tal al-Khalayfi Period IV), but also by incense altars (e. g. Lachish, Tel Jemmeh, 
Gezer), which have been found from the late Iron Age onward. See J. Zorn, ibid, p. 693; E. Stern, Archaeology 
of the Land of the Bible, pp. 295-300; M. HSfer, "Remarks on Potsherds with Incised South Arabian Letters", 
in: Qedem 41 (2000), pp. 26-28; O. Keel & Chr. Uehlinger, GGG, pp. 439f. etc. 
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The existence of a separate stratum subsequent to the Iron Age II A-C stratum at Tel en- 
Nasbeh, as well as the presence of Babylonian period pottery, and only a limited presence 
then, seems to support the biblical tradition, in which Mizpah became the seat of Gedaliah 

the governor and his Judahite and Chaldaean military entourage subsequent to the demise of 
the Judahite Monarchy in 586 B. C. (for a discussion of Gedaliah's activity as Babylonian 

governor and the epigraphic material pertaining to his office - see below Appendix A). 

As J. Zorn has indicated to this author, a 5t' cent. date for the globular juglet found in Tomb 

19 would indeed be compatible with the history of the site 92 The late 7th early 6`h cent. 
B. C. date of the seal (but also see the suggested equation below) as well as the approximate 
date for the pottery evidence of Tomb 19 (as outlined above) are therefore consistent with 
Zorn's interpretation of the archaeological evidence of Stratum 2. 

1.1.5 A possible Identification 

a) The title 

Ya'azanyahu bears the title `bd hmlk. Most scholars today would agree that this term as it is 

found on several known seals and bullae from Israel and adjacent regions, refers to a royal 

courtier of some kind. 3 Whereas this seal bears the title hmlk without naming the king in 

question, other seals and bullae (both provenanced and unprovenanced) give the king's 

personal name without the title hmlk. 94 It has been opined that those men who were not 

merely `bd hmlk, but rather "`bd of R[oyal] N[ame], " held loftier positions in the court and 

may have belonged to the direct entourage of the king. 95 This however seems 

unconvincing. 96 Although the exact title `bd hmlk is sporadically used in biblical narratives 

referring to earlier Israelite monarchs97, it seems clear from datable epigraphic evidence that 

the more general designation cbd hmlk became the standard term used from ca. 700 B. C. 

92 Pers. comm. on Feb. 27 - 2003. 
" A. R. Millard, "Owners and Users of Hebrew Seals", El 26 (1999), p. 132*; Y. Avishur & M. Heltzer, 
Studies on the Royal Administration, pp. 96ff. (esp. p. 1(4); K. A. D. Smelik, Historische Dokumente, p. 130; 
R. Schultz, "Servant, Slave" in: W. A. VanGemeren, NIDO7TE, Vol 4, p. 1187f.; U. Rüterswörden, Die 
Beamten der israelitischen Königszeit, p. 12-19.92-95. N. S. Fox takes the term as a "generic title for officials 
holding varying positions" (pers. communication), idem, in the Service of the King, pp. 62-63. Avishur & 
Heltzer, argue that, the king's servant may have held only some minor position at the court and refer to 2Kgs. 
22: 12, where Asaiah the "king's servant" is mentioned only after the most prominent dignitaries of king 
Josiah's court, see: p. 105. See also my: "Beschriftete Siegel" p. 118; idem, "Two/Too Little Known Bullae", 

113-114. ýe. 
g. WSS 2-5.407; R. Deutsch, Messages, nos. 2-4; idem, "Lasting Impressions", BAR 28: 4, pp. 48-49 nos. A- 

C. 
95 A. R. Millard, ibid, p. 130*; P. Bordreuil & F. Israel, "A Propos de Ia carri8re d'Elyaqim", Semitica 41-42 
(1992), p. 82. 
96 See also: N. Fox, In the Service of the King, p. 57, n. 55. 
97 Or similar descriptions, see: e. g. 1 Sam 16: 15; 2Sam 18: 29 - see also the reference to Pharaoh in Gen 50: 7. 
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(i. e. the reign of Hezekiah [715-686 B. C. ]98) onwards (maybe this was due to some 

government reforms/political changes in Judah at the time), both in Judah and Edom 99 As a 

matter of fact, this would add further support to a 7th-68i cent. date for the seal and hence 

becomes an additional dating criterion for this particular find. 

The title `bd hmlk is most probably a general honorific epithet to describe royal courtiers 

and/or ministers (cf. 2Kgs. 19: 2.5) without supplying more precise details concerning their 

actual role at the palace as e. g. army commanders, tax collectors, royal spokesmen, scribes, 

major domos, counsellors or even princes. At any rate: "the title appears to indicate the 

existence of a special relationship between the title-bearer and the king. n100 

Whether or not the title °bd hmlk may have been used by local Judean state officials after 

the demise of the Davidic monarchy in 586 B. C. - i. e. in subordination to the foreign 

Babylonian or later Achaemenid overlords - may be more difficult to determine. 

Nonetheless, the available evidence does not seem to suggest that the title was employed 

after the Fall of Jerusalem. 

Straightforward cultural evidence from the Neo-Babylonian Period in Judah is extremely 

rare. The period of Chaldean occupation not only was very brief in its duration when 

compared with that of the preceding Neo-Assyrian and succeeding Persian empires, but was 

- as has been cogently argued by D. Vanderhooft in recent years - very different in its 

character (also see: Appendix A). 101 According to Vanderhooft, the Neo-Babylonian kings, 

unlike their Neo-Assyrian predecessors, showed little interest in establishing a durable 

military and bureaucratic presence in Syro-Palestine. They seem to have sought to control 

the region through repetitive punitive raids, through exacting tribute, and through 

representative local vassal rulers. Wherever this proved untenable, cities were razed (as on 
the Philistine coast as well as in the Judean Shephelah and high lands) and subsequently 
their population was exiled to Babylon. It is therefore not suprising that very little cultural 

96 e. g. Judah: WSS 7-10.408-411. The title is also borne by Tobiyahu on the Lachish no. 3 ostracon. Edom: WSS 
1050-1051. Avishur & Heltzer, Studies on the Royal Administration, pp. 104-105 also seem to hint at this 
possibility. Note that the title "servant of R[oyal] N[ame] appears to have gone completely out of use in Judah 
after the reign of Hezekiah, whereas it is still found on cent. B. C. seals/bullae from Ammon (e. g. WSS 
no. 857-860). Strikingly, however, in other adjacent countries, such as in Moab and Edom, the title `bd hmlk 
also appears to have become the standard term used during the 7th through early 6th centuries: e. g. WSS no. 
1048.1050-51; R. Deutsch & A. Lemaire, BPPS no. 186 and 187 (Moabite or Judahite? ). 
99 Though not so in Ammon WSS 857-M - c. 700-580 B. C. - and perhaps not so in Philistia (at least not until 
ca. 675 B. C. ) - see: WSS no. 1066 (reign of Mittinti II ca. 680 B. C. ). 
100 N. Fox, In the Service of the King, p. 62. 
101 E. g. D. S. Vanderhooft, The Nec-Babylonian Empire and Babylon In the Latter Prophets, pp. 99-110; idem, 
"Babylonian Strategies", pp. 235-262. 
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evidence of a local presence of a Neo-Babylonian bureaucratic system (with officiating 

governors and officials) has come to light: 

"By contrast, very little explicitly Babylonian material culture appears in the Levant in 

the sixth century ... Neo-Babylonian seals, despite their ubiquity elsewehere, are 

exceedingly rare; there are no examples of Neo-Babylonian architecture; while only 

one cuneiform inscription fragment is known that might date to the period, and 

significantly, it is not an administrative text but is, rather, some kind of dedicatory item 

[i. e. the bronze cuneiform circlet fragment discovered at Tel en-Nasbeh102]. "'03 

Nonetheless, the limited material that has been uncovered (especially seals) in Israel and 
Jordan, does show that Neo-Babylonian style and imagery were widely adopted by the 
indigenous people and/or foreigners (if also an absolute minority) working for their 
Chaldean overlords. 104 The seals that were used - frequently uncovered in later Persian 

strata - radically differ from those known from the monarchic period. 105 Most of them are 

clearly imported (i. e. almost all of them are exclusively conical chalcedony stamp seals, 

some with octagonal bases, while most frequently they are engraved with images of 
worshipers standing in front of the cult standards and motifs of the Neo-Babylonian state 
deities - for one unprovenanced example see above fig. 5c or elsewhere see some of the 

seals from the Ammonite tomb of Adoni-Nur (ch. 2) and the bulla from Umm el-Biyara (ch. 
3- with discussion106). Also, almost all of them are nonepigraphic. '07 Some inscribed West 

102 This item was also found out of context in Cistern 166 at Tel en-Nasbeh - Bad6 Institute Excavations) and 
though it was found together with some late Iron Age pottery, its precise attribution to the Babylonian period 
cannot be clearly established. See: e. g. J. Zorn, "Tel en-Nasbeh and the Problem", pp. 434-435; E. Stem, 
Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, p. 332. For further details also see below. 
103 D. S. Vanderhooft, "Babylonian Strategies", p. 253. Also see E. Stern, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, 
P. 332f. 
04 E. g. T. Oman, "The Mesopotamian Influence on west Semitic Inscribed Seals: A Preference for the 

Depiction of Mortals", in: Sass & Uehlinger (eds. ), Studies in the Iconography, p. 52. 
105 E. g. at Keisan, Beitin, En-Gedi, Tel es-Safi, as well as (but more common) in Jordan in late Iron Age 
Ammonite tombs near Amman (Adoni-Nur, Meqabelein, Umm Uthainah and Khilda tombs), at Tell el-Mazar 
and Tell Safut. Many of these were discovered in later Persian period strata and hence their precise 
chronological attribution is not always clearly fixed. 
106 E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, p. 334. Chronologically this type of seal remained in 
frequent use until the early Persian period - i. e. at least until the reign of Darius I, see: R. L. Zeltler, "On the 
Chronological Range of Neo-Babylonian and Achaemenid Seals", esp. pp. 257-260. 
107 Only two inscribed cylinder seals are attested from Palestine: one seal belongs to a scribe named Nabu 
Zabil. It was found at Samaria (but again out of context), the other cylinder seal is of votive character and was 
uncovered in a Persian period context at Tel Sheva. It contains the inscription: "to Apil-Addu, the great Lord, 
his Lord Rimut-I ani, son of Hadad °idri made and donated. " - see: E. Stem, ibid, g. 332. A nonepigraphic 
cylinder seal was uncovered at Tel Jemmeh and is stratigraphically dated to the late 6 cent. B. C., another was found at Teil el-Mazer in Jordan. Also see: E. Stern, "Assyrian and Babylonian Elements in the Material 
Culture of Palestine in the Persian Period", Trans. 7 (1994), pp. 51-62; Kh. Yassine, "Ammonite Seals From 
Tell El-Mazar", pp. 148-149. G. L. Harding, "An Iron Age Tomb at Meqabelein" QDAP 14 (1950); G. L. 
Harding, "The Tomb of Adoni Nur in Amman", PEFA VI (1953), pp. 48ff. R. W. Dajani, "Neo-Babylonian 
Seal from Amman", ADAJ VI. VII (1961-2), p. 124. 
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Semitic and Aramaic stamp seals are also dated to this period, but none of them bear official 
titles known from the Judahite Monarchy Period, let alone the title `bd hmlk. 'os 

In the same way, inscribed evidence from the Persian period suggests that, during this 

period also, the title `bd hmlk was not utilized by local state officials. 109"' 10 

Neither the biblical evidence from the post-exilic books of Ezra, Nehemiah and 
Chronicles, "' nor the provenanced and unprovenanced inscriptions (seals, seal impressions, 

108 e. g. Provenanced: WSS 220 - of Konyahu son of Hodiyahu (very crude 6`" cent. B. C. script) from Gibeon 
(excavation 1956-1957); unprovenanced WSS 1071 - of Yehoshima° (written in Hebrew) daughter of gawa§§ar'u$ur (in Aramaic) - possibly from the mid to late 6°i cent. B. C. It cannot be excluded, however, that 
the seal (if genuine) belonged to a Jewish exile living in Babylon; WSS 822 - of Nergalsallim son of Ahe'eres. 
For a detailed list of inscribed provenanced and unprovenanced "Mesopotamian" and Mesopotamian influenced 
seals (including Neo-Assyrian period material) see: e. g. T. Oman, "The Mesopotamian Influence", pp. 52-73. 
109 Most detailed discussions in: P. Briant, From Cyrus to Alexander, e. g. pp. 324ff. Also see: H. G. M. 
Williamson, "Persian Administration", in ABD 5, pp. 81-86; S. Mittmann, "Tobia, Sanballat and die persische 
Provinz Juda", Journal of Northwest Semitic Languages, 26/2 (2000), p. 12. 
10 Two possible exceptions to this rule must be mentioned here: 

a) One seal - which was found by chance (surface find) at Tel Qasile in 1946, is believed by some 
scholars to be from the Persian period - e. g. B. Mazar, "The Excavations at Tel Qasile: Preliminary 
Report", IEJ 1(1950/1), p. 212, PI. 37: F; E. Stem, Material Culture, p. 207. It bears the inscription: 
'snyhw bn hmlk. The square limestone seal depicts what appears to be at first glance a seated male figure 
holding a hawk in his upright arm. In its present form, this chance find is a reused limestone tessera from 
the Byzantine period. Its "sketchy and uneven" inscription (run around three sides of the seal), however, 
gives reason to doubt its very authenticity. N. Avigad/B. Sass classify it under "questionable and forged 
seals": WSS 1206, p. 457. This highly suspect, exceptionally crude seal should perhaps be better put aside 
for the time being as also e. g. N. Fox, In the Service of the King, p. 57, has argued. Note also that it is not 
listed in J. Renz & W. Röllig, HAE M. Alternatively, if genuine, this author would tentatively suggest a 
date prior to the Persian period for this object. Despite its similarities with Hellenistic period coins 
depicting the enthroned Zeus, (e. g. Y. Meshorer, Ancient Means of Exchange, pp. 44-45; idem, Ancient 
Jewish Coinage, Vol. 1, Pl. 1), it does also recall Assyrian period iconography, such as is seen on e. g. a 
seal found in the 612 B. C. destruction debris at Calah/Nimrod - see: M. Mallowan, Nimrud and its 
Remains, p. 11, Fig. 95 (ND 3201). Also see: 0. Keel, "Das Mondemblem von Harren auf Stelen and 
Siegelamuletten", pp. 167.195, Fig. 74. The seal is believed to be older than the destruction date of the 
Assyrian city. This author is not convinced that the person depicted on the Tel Qasile seal indeed holds a 
bird in his hand. By comparison with the Assyrian limestone seal, it could also be interpreted as a crude 
hand held in adoration or as a scepter crowned by the moon crescent. For similar representations, see: L. 
Jakob-Rost, Die Stempelsiegel, p. 73: 233 (from Babylon); 0. Keel, ibid, Figs. 15-20.31-34.40-44.49. The 
sketchy nature of the Tel Qasile seal does not allow a more straightforward interpretation. The 
palaeography of the seal also appears to suit better an earlier late 8`"-7th cent. date for this object. 
b) The reference to Tobiah, the `ebed, the Ammonite ("the Ammonite Servant") in Neh. 2: 10. Several 
scholars have argued that the tens must be interpreted as monarchic ̀ bd hmlk, but without providing 
sufficient evidence from contemporary Persian period epigraphy, e. g. E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land 
of the Bible, p. 459; E. M. Yamauchi, Persia and the Bible, p. 268. S. Mittmann has argued independently 
of this author, that as the term `ebed was not officially employed by Persian period officials, its use in 
Neh. 2: 10 must be interpreted otherwise: "Der Ausdruck leistet dies schon deshalb nicht, weil er in der 
perserzeitlichen Amternomenklatur nirgends vorkommt. " (emphasis by this author), see: S. Mitmann, 
"Tobia, Sanballat and die persische Provinz Juda", p. 12. Within the context of the book of Nehemiah, the 
word `ebed is utilized for the faithful Israelites complying with God's will (Moses - Neh. 1: 7.8; 
Nehemiah himself, 1: 6.1 ]ff.; the returnees from Exile, 1: 6.10.11; 2: 20) and especially so the obedient Judeans, who are willing to build the wall of Jerusalem, despite the opposition from Tobiah and Sanballat 
(Neh. 2: 19ff. ). The use of `ebed as utilized in this context (later on in the book, Tobiah is simply termed 
"the Ammonite", e. g. 4: 3, or simply "Tobiah", 4: 7; 6: 1.12.14.17-19; 13.4.7-8) bears obvious sarcastic 
overtones, i. e. in contrast to the true servants of Jahweh (note that the PN Tobiah contains a yahwistic 
element! ). Tobiah (possibly the phw' of Ammon like his grand-son) was not a "faithful servant", even if 
he himself thought otherwise. Mittman also suggests an additional word play. According to the Zenon 
papyri, the tribal seat of the Tobiads was Sou/Öurabitta in central Jordan = swr ̀ bd, a name still closely linked to the fortress mount of `Iraq el-Emir until today, i. e. Qasr el- `Abd. Mittmann's suggestion: "So 
ware es nicht verwunderlich, wenn Nehemiah den Namen des Ortes, an dem die Tobiadenfamilie 
verwurzelt war, wortspielhaft aufgenommen hätte, um Tobia als amrnonitischen Parteigänger zu desavourieren. " (ibid, p. 13), deserves serious consideration. 
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ostraca and papyrus fragments) found in the southern Levant, employ this title. 112 Even 

though the term `bd or its apparent Persian equivalent ba(n)daka occurs in a number of 

inscriptions from this period to describe the status of individuals in relation to the 

Achaemenid kings or their satraps, no official state documents from the Satrapy of Eber 

Nari were sealed by officials utilizing this title (whether honorific or functional). ' 13 

Although a post-exilic date cannot be completely ruled out, it seems safest to conclude that 

seals with the title `bd hmlk were most likely restricted to the 7t'-early 6' centuries B. C. 

This date has also been suggested by the palaeography and iconography of the Ja'azaniah 

seal as well as by the pottery found in association in Tomb 19 of Tel en-Nasbeh. 

b) The Person 

The name of Ya'azanyahu ("May Yahweh hear") is borne by 5 men in the Old Testament, 

who all appear to have lived around 600 B. C.: 

i. Ya'azanyahu, the son of a Jeremiah, the son of Habbazziniah -a Rechabite, who was 
brought into the Temple with his family by the prophet Jeremiah (Jer 35: 3ff. ), 

ii. Ya'azanyahu, the son of Shaphan, a ringleader of "70 elders of the house of Israel", who 

was charged with secretly practising idolatry in Jerusalem (Ezek. 8: 11), 

"' For a useful summary on the bureaucratic offices in Persian Yehud as described in Ezra, Nehemiah and 
Chronicles see: R. Noth, "Postexilic Judaean Officials", pp. 86-90. 
"Z For inscribed seals and bullae (provenanced and unprovenanced) from the satrapy of the "Eber Nari" 
administration, see e. g. the famous 0 cent. B. C. bullae from Wadi Daliyeh or the provenanced jar handles 
naming a number of Yehud (5ih-41' cent. B. C. ) state officials (phw " ), as well as the hoard of unprovenanced 
seals and bullae of Yehud officials (possibly late 6'h-5'h cent. B. C. ) published by N. Avigad, Bullere and Seals 

from a Post-Exilic Judean Archive. None of these name any individual bearing this title. For the Wadi Daliyeh 
impressions see: e. g. M. J. W. Leith, Wadi Daliyeh 1. Also Shuba', a Persian official attested at Transjordanian 
Tall al-cUmayri, does not bear this title (be does not bear a title at all! ). The combination Shuba'//Ammon is, 
however, considered to reflect that of the Yehud jar handles, where the owners are given the title phw', i. e. 
governor or official (of some rank). See: L. G. Herr, "Epigraphic Finds from Tall al CUmayri during the 1989 
Season" in: MPP III, pp. 325-327. 
"3 L. Fried has argued that Persian and Aramaic equivalents of Hebrew cbd, bandaka and cbd respectively, do 
occur in royal annals and official state correspondence, when an Achaemenid ruler or satrap addresses a 
subordinate official or when satrapal officials refer to themselves as "Thy servant(s)" - pers. communication 
Dec. 2003. Also L. Fried, The Priest and the Great King, Eisenbrauns, 2004. She argues that e. g. Darius I 
mentions several "badakas" in the Behistun inscription. Similarly also the address by Darius Ito Gadates (the 
satrap in Ionia) in "the Gadates Inscription", where badaka is translated in Greek with "doulos. " P. Briant, 
however, has argued that this term be better translated with "faithful one" rather than "servant" - see: P. Briant, 
From Cyrus to Alexander, e. g. pp. 324-326.508.924. To date no evidence has been found, which clearly 
suggests, that the Achaemenid officials bore the title `bd when signing their own administrative documents. 
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iii. Ya'azanyahu, the son of Azzur, a leader of the people (Hebr. sar ha`am), who was 

charged with having given false counsel to the people (Ezek. 11: 1), 14 

iv. Ya'azanyahu, the son of the Maacathite, who served Gedaliah at Mizpah as army 

commander (2Kgs 25: 23; Jer 40: 8 named here by its abbreviated form: "Jezanyahu"). 

As one of the care (chief officials) or more specifically sore haltaydlim "commanders 

of military troops, " Ya'azanyahu had switched allegiance with Gedaliah after the Fall 

of Jerusalem and it seems clear therefore that he had previously served in the army of 
king Zedekiah, l 15 

v. Yezanyahu, the son Hoshayahu (Jer. 42: 1) - an army commander, who fled with 
Yohanan the son of Kareah and the Judahite remnant to Egypt in fear of the Chaldeans 

after the murder of Gedaliah. 16 

It cannot be excluded that our seal bearer was identical with one of the men named under i- 

iii or v, or for that matter with another like-named individual attested epigraphically' 17, or 

perhaps with an unknown/unattested individual from the late Judahite Monarchy period. On 

the other hand, i-iii are not specifically linked to the royal court and to the ancient town of 
Mizpah, whereas v seems not to have been buried at Mizpah, as he is said to have fled to 
Egypt. The evidence therefore appears to fit best with iv. 118 Nothing has therefore changed 
this situation since W. Bade suggested the equation for the first time. Naturally, we will 
never be able to state this equation with full certainty, due to the lack of patronyms for both 

men. Nonetheless, the identification must be accepted at least as possible, especially so 

"' Note that the same name pair is also found on an unprovenanced ostracon from the S. Moussaieff collection 
in London - see R. Deutsch & M. Heltzer, New Epigraphic Evidence from the Biblical Period, No. (77) 2. pp. 
83-86. 

For more details see W. Bade, "'Me Seal of Jaazaniah", p. 154. 
16 Some scholars suggest that he is one and the same as iv), but this seems unlikely, as he is called Azariah the 
son of Hoshayahu in Jer. 43: 2, whereas the LXX also reads Azariah in 42: 1 (LXX Jer. 49: 1), but gives an 
alternative patronym in both references (i. e. Ma(Xaatov i. e. Hebr. Ma°aseyahu). It is possible that this 
commander was known by different names - see: e. g. J. A. Thompson, The Book of Jeremiah, p. 663; R. K. 
Harrison, Jeremiah and Lamentations, p. 163 etc. ), or that the name 71'3r was mistakenly written in place of 
`f'`1TV at some stage during the textual transmission, which however still does not account for the different 
patronyms in the LXX versions. Note that a bulla belonging to a certain "Ya'azanyahu, son of Ma°aseyahu" 
was unearthed at the City of David - Str. 10, Area G (see: B 41). 
"' Several men bore this name as is now clear from the evidence available e. g. WSS 409.468.119.120; It 
Deutsch, Messages, no. 47, pp. 114-115; Davis, G. I., Ancient Hebrew Inscriptions, pp. 360-1. 
18 He had been army commander during the reign of Zedekiah and had therefore been loyal to the crown, he 
served Gedaliah at Mizpah and is not mentioned among the men, who descended into Egypt. It has been 
suggested at various occasions that the king, whom Ya'azanyahu served was in fact Gedaliah. The title king for 
the latter then had been deliberately suppressed by the subsequent biblical authors, as he was not a member of 
the Davidic house. See e. g. J. M. Miller & J. Hayes, A History of Ancient Israel and Judah, pp. 422-23; P. R. 
Davies, In Search of 'Ancient Israel', p. 76, n. 4. This, however, is very speculative and hardly warrants such 
far-reaching conclusions, see e. g. the conclusive arguments listed by P. Machinist, "Palestine, Administration 
of (Assyro-Babylonian), " p. 79. Also: D. S. Vanderhoofd, The Neo-Babylonian Empire, p. 105 and n. 176; R. 
Albertz, Die Exilszeit, p. 82, n. 153; B. Becking, "Inscribed Seals as Evidence for Biblical Israel? " pp. 77-78. 
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since the name, the title, the provenance and the date of the seal, as well as the pottery seem 
to support this view. 119 Nothing more can be said. 

19Also K. Jarog, Hundert Inschrijlen, No. 62, p. 81; P. K. McCarter, Ancient Inscriptions, No. 114, pp. 146- 
147. 
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Men without Titles 

1.2 Eljasib ben 'Asyahu (from: Tel Arad) 

1.2.1 The Catalogue 

Photo/Drawing: 

Fig. 7a-b. Photo and line-drawing of Elyashib seals (Tel Arad) 
Nos. 70-72 (After: WSS); Photo: Courtesy of the Israel Museum; Line-Drawings by the author. 

Inscription: 
Fig. 7c Ancient Hebrew Script 
Square Hebrew Script: 1ý1'ltlit 12 =¢l'ý6 (1 and 2) 

"ON 1[s] 20S9' (3) 
Transliteration : Plysb bn'syhw (1 and 2) 

Plys[b] bn'syh (3) 
Translation: Belonging to Elyashib, son of Ashyahu 

27 



Palaeographic Traits: 
Diagnostic pegs: aleph, nun, he and waw reveal mid to late 7'h cent. B. C. traits. The date is further 
substantiated by similar Hebrew letters found on clearly datable Iron Age IIC seals and bullae found 
elsewhere in Judah. Most of these may be easily distinguished from late 8th-early 7th cent. B. C. letter forms 
such as those found on the lmlklofficial seal jar handles, and historically verifiable provenanced and 
unprovenanced seals/bullae. Additional letters like lamed and yod also support a mid to late 7`h century date. 
Icon. Details: WSS 70: double field divider + single border line; WSS 71: double field divider with 
fan shaped ends + single border line; WSS 72: lotus bud field divider + double border line. All three 
inscriptions are divided over 2 registers. 
Object: WSS 70: Agate seal/scaraboid (12x9x6.5 mm); WSS 71: carnelian seallscaraboid (13.5x9x6mm); 
WSS 72 seal of black paste? (12.5xI0x7mm). 
Proposed Date: ca. 630/620 B. C. 
Str. Details: all 3 seals were found in Tel Arad Str. VII (locus 779). 
Origin: Tel Arad 
Pres. Location: WSS 70: IAA 67-1164 (Arad Museum ? ); WSS 71: IAA 67-663 (Israel Museum); 
WSS 72: IAA 67-984 (Arad Museum? ). 
Prop. Identity: The owner Elyashib son of Ashyahu was commander of the Arad fortress as is clear from 
his frequent mention in the Arad ostraca from Str. VI. It has been suggested that Elyashib's father, 
Ashyahu, may be identical with king [Ye]'oshyahu (= Josiah). 
Parallels of Office: No mention is made of the owner's office on any of the three seals. The owner's 
office, however, is known as (military) commander of Arad from the Arad ostraca. 
Lit. Y. Aharoni (with J. Naveh), Arad Inscriptions, 1981; J. Renz & W. Röllig, HAE 1.2/1 and 2/2. 
WSS 70-72. 

1.2.2 The Palaeography 

Again according to the system provided by A. G. Vaughn, as to how to distinguish 

palaeographically between late 8th and late 7th cent. B. C. Hebrew letter forms, we note that 

the letters aleph, nun, and possibly waw reveal mid to late 7th cent. B. C. traits. This is 

corroborated by the fact that the same letter forms are also found on clearly datable (i. e. 

partly stratified) Iron Age [IC seals and bullae found elsewhere in Judah. Several of these 

may be distinguished from late 8d'-early 7a' cent. B. C. letter forms - i. e. for instance those 

found on the lm/k/official seal jar handles (Lachish Stratum III - horizon), and historically 

verifiable provenanced and unprovenanced seals/bullae from the same period. 

a1e 
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Fig. 8 a-c aleph on Arad seals 

aleph has the typical long vertical shaft and two neatly carved horizontal bars of which only 

the top one intersects the vertical shaft on the left. This is particularly visible on WSS 70 - 
bottom register -, WSS 71 - top register -, WSS 72 - top and bottom registers. Both 

horizontal bars of the aleph WSS 71 - bottom register -, seem not to intersect the vertical 

shaft at all, but this may be due to limited space ("squeezed aleph"), i. e. the top bar of aleph 

may have perhaps otherwise collided with the top right leg of shin (similarly also aleph in 

the top register of WSS 70, where it clashes with lamed). The fact that the other alephs all 

conform with the standard 70' cent. B. C. type, supports this view. 120 

Several examples of this type have been listed under no. 1.1.2 (see table 1. - above). 

inun 

Fig. 9 nun on the Tel Arad seals. 

As for nun, the situation is really clear, except that the left vertical bar of the nun on WSS 70 

(lower register) is not as pronounced as on WSS 71 and 72, despite the fact that the two 

latter nuns are more crudely carved. But as with the squeezed alephs (see above), it is only 

evident as to why the left horizontal bar of nun is not fully developed here, i. e. the sum of 
letters in the lower register altogether give a very "squeezed" impression. 121 This situation is 

120 For a similar evaluation see also: L. G. Herr, SANSS, Nos. 5-7, pp. 84-85. 
121 For a similar situation with nun on other provenanced and non-provenanced (but early known) seals and 
bullae, e. g. WSS 150 (from the Ophel) with similar nun (followed by shin - bottom register) [compare in 
constrast second nun - lower register]. WSS 162 (from Makmish) first nun (in comparison to the two 
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slightly better on WSS 71 as this carnelian scaraboid is more elongated and hence leaves 

somewhat more space for the entire inscription than WSS 70. WSS 72, on the other hand, 

does not have this problem, as it may have been a reject from the beginning and may never 

have been properly used to seal documents. ' 22 

Again examples of this 7`h cent. B. C. nun from other contemporary sites in Judah are 

provided under 1.1.2 in Table 2 (see above). 

waw 

Fig. 10. waw on the Tel Arad seals. 

As A. G. Vaughn correctly argues, the waw in WSS 70 and 71123 is of the intermediate but 

nondistinctive 7t' cent. type. 124 Similar types indeed start to occur in late 8th cent. B. C. 

inscriptions (i. e. they occur alongside the older forms125), but are more common during the 

7th century, as we shall show in the two following Tables 4a-b. Hence waw here cannot be 

used an an independent peg to date the seals to the late 7th cent. B. C., but taken together 

with aleph and nun, as well as with other letter traits (not highlighted by Vaughn) - e. g. 

square based lamed on WSS 71 - it does support a mid to late 7th century date. This date of 

succeeding ones in the top register). WSS 164 (allegedly from Pools of Solomon - acquired in 1923) with 
legible squeezed nun (first register) followed by yod (in comparison to nun in lower register. WSS 250 
(acquired before 1945) with nun in top and bottom registers, both followed by yod, etc. 
122 This suggestion was e. g. made by A. R. Millard, "Owners and Users of Hebrew Seals", E1 26 (1999), p. 
130*. The sea] cutter mistakenly left one or possibly even two letters in the first register out 
whereas in the second register, he may have either forgotten to add a waw at the end of the theophoric element 
"Yahu" or he may have willfully decided to leave it away in order to simply write shortened "Yah. " L. G. Herr, 
SANSS, on the other hand, believes this seal to be later than the other two - see: No. 7, p. 85. 
123 WSS 72 may not have waw as the engraver may have preferred to write the abbreviated version of the 
theophoric element. 
124 A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating", p. 53 and Table 6. 
125 The immediate "7th cent. B. C. waw predecessor" is characterized by the most common form found on 
Hebrew jar handles of the official seal type (Lachish Str. III horizon), which has a "semicircle head" (usually 
rounded (e. g. WSS 672 (from Ramat Rachel and Lachish). WSS 673 (idem). WSS 4 (a servant of king Uzziah - 
acquired as early as 1858), at times also slightly square with "sharp edges") and an intersecting bar. The latter 
type continues to find parallels until the end of the monarchy period, e. g. WSS 94 (from En-Gedi, Str. V). WSS 
164 (allegedly from Solomon's Pools). WSS 293 (from Beth-Shemesh, tomb 14). There is also evidence of a 
single vertical shaft without intersecting bar, but this may be due to the fact that it got "squeezed in. " Regularly 
(not consistently so, however) the intersecting bar is an "extension of one end of the semicircle. " See: A. G. 
Vaughn, ibid, p. 53. 
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course will have to be confirmed by other evidence in the following sections on 
iconography and stratigraphy. 

Site Stratum - Location Cat. No. PN with marked w 

Lachish Str. III126 - WSS 498 
Room 1003 

Beth-Shemesh Stratum II WSS 677A 
Ramat Rachel stratum v WSS 677B 
Gibeon From pool WSS 681A 
Jerusalem near S. Temple WSS 681B 

Lachish 
Wall -Loc. 12036 
Str. III - 
Room 1003 

WSS 698A 

Unprovenanced WSS 662 

orýn Tn ýrrpýn 

nrr nnýr27 

ý; 'r5ý7 r nný'28 

11'1TS1 1! DS)29 

1501 1; T'=m, 30 

Table 4a. Examples of intermediate nondistinctive late 8"' cent. B. C. waw. 

Site Stratum - Cat. No. PN with marked w 
Location 

Tel en-Nasbeh Tomb 19 WSS 8 

Ain Shemsh Tomb 14 WSS 293 torm 

Tel Arad Str. VII - Room ow 1I1 
adjacent to 
Elyashib 

r'. ý131 

rrrn'ým 
City of David Str. 10 - Area G WSS 470; B2 ism IN ]; T''ll? a 

City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 596; B27 rI pn in 1r'itn 
City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 581; B36 liýý01 T; V1 

8"cent. B. C. 
inter-mediate 
nondistinctive wow 

T 
Ir 

r 
7th cent. B. C. 
inter-mediate 
nondistinctive waw 

fi 

4 

I 
Table 4b. Examples of intermediate nondistinctive 7" cent. B. C. waw. 

1.2.3 The Iconography 

All three seals of Elyashib son of Ashyahu belong to the so-called "aniconic" or "nearly 

aniconic type. " 132 WSS 70 bears only 2 lines of text and is divided by a double line field 

'26 On this bulls see also A. G. Vaughn, ibid, p. 52 and n. 8. 
'27 See Vaughn, ibid, Table 4- XVIIa. 
'u See Vaughn, ibid, Table 4- XXa. 
129 See Vaughn, ibid, Table 4- XXXa. For other examples also from Lachish see WSS 698B-D. Also see other 
examples from other sites (from Gibeon and unprovenanced) with same names WSS 699A-B, which seem to 
contain the same type of waw. 
`30 See Vaughn, ibid, Table 4- XXXI. Both G. Barkay and A. G. Vaughn (for references see below) suggest a 
late 8'h cent. B. C. date for this jar handle and link it to the imik jar handles. N. Avigad, on the other hand, 
prefers a date ca. 600 B. C. - N. Avigad, WSS 662 p. 243, idem, West Semitic Seals, no. 80, p. 102. Note also 
that a bulla with the same name and the same title was found at Lachish Str. II (below 2.3). 
13' Whether or not this waw belongs to the intermediate undeveloped 76 cent. type is not completely certain, 
however. As it is found at the end of the first register - i. e. as part of the theophoric element - it's current form 
may be "squeezed" and it is hard to envisage which form the seal cutter had planned to engrave here. Note that 
he obviously was used to a variety of forms. In register two the same seal cutter produced the waw with 
semicircular head and sharp edges. 
132 As B. Sass has correctly argued, those seals (e. g. WSS 71 and 72) "should be better labelled not entirely 
epigraphic, as they contain a floral register ... mostly stylized. " See his: "The Pre-Exilic Hebrew Seals", p. 198. 
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divider and has a single border line. 133 This type is extremely common, especially so from 

the late 8`h cent. B. C. onward, and continues to be the predominant type during the Persian 

period. 134 The iconography of WSS 71 is still very simple as it shows what appears at first 

glance to be a floral design. ' 35 The type shown here is not very common, however, but is 

attested only on 7`" - 6th centuries B. C. Judahite seals and bullae. '36 

Fig. 11. Field divider on Tel Arad seal WSS 71. 

More specifically, the field divider of WSS 71 may be a fan-shaped papyrus plant, and as 

such would be firmly embedded in a whole range of field divider floral designs. 137 

Another interpretation of this field divider type has been offered by B. Sass, who refers to 

similar motifs described by Chr. Uehlinger138 and suggests that this may be a local variant: 

"... which looks like a double-ended `ankh or stand. If cut in half, both variants [i. e. 

including Sass' Fig. 4= WSS 71], the one with the loop ends and the one with fan- 

shaped ends [i. e. as with WSS 71 ], resemble depictions of this device on local seals. " 39 

(emphasis by this writer) 

Such an association may at first glance seem far-fetched, but if considered more closely, the 

triangular endings of the field divider may indeed be identifiable as localized ̀ ankh-like 

elements related to some Aramaic-Assyrian astral element depicted on a number of seals 

from the 8th- 7th cent. B. C. 140 E. g. 

133 Type B3 in: J. Renz & Röllig, HAE, 11/2 (2003), pp. 98-99. 
10 E. g. WSS 52 (from Beth-Shemesh). 210 (from Ophel). 293 (from Beth-Shemesh). 405 (from Lachish) 
(provenanced); WSS 7 ("Ge'alyahu `bd hm/k" - allegedly from Umm el-Qanafid/Jordan). 10 ("Shema `bd 
hm/k" - allegedly from Jerusalem). 41.80.213.248 (allegedly from Tel ej-Judeideh) (unprovenanced). See also: 
A. Lemaire, "Arad Inscriptions", Oxford Enc., pp. 176-177. 
135 Type E2 in: J. Renz & W. Röllig, HA F, 11/2, pp. 98-100. The terminating triangles are interpreted here as 
"flowers. " Floral field dividers are very common within the southern Levantine repertoire, especially those 
from 7th-6`" cent. B. C. Judah. The one with the Lotus bud field divider, will be discussed in relationship with 
WSS 72. E. g. see WSS 464. (provenanced) WSS 12.14.20.26.38.76.83.130.164.462.597.600.642; R. Deutsch, 
Messages from the Past, nos. 52.54 (unprovenanced). See also: B. Sass, ibid, pp. 204-206. 
136 E. g. WSS 75.186.387.597, R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, no. 54 (all unprovenanced). WSS 416 (from 
Lachish Str. 11) may be a provenanced example, but the field divider is not clear - see below no. 2.3. 
137 E. g the "lotus-flower", WSS 83.164.287.327.365.462.600 (unprovenanced), a field divider terminating in 
pomegranates, e. g. WSS 109.233 (unprovenanced), in "fleurs de lys" WSS 131 (unprovenanced), papyrus 
flowers, WSS 449A+B (unprovenanced) ? WSS 464 (provenanced). 
139 Chr. Uehlinger, "Ein `nb-ähnliches Astralkultsymbol", pp. 322-330. 
19 B. Sass, ibid, p. 205. 
140 Chr. Uehlinger, ibid, p. 330. 
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C Fig. 106 Fig. 108 Fig. 109 

Fig. 12. Examples of `ankh-shaped astral symbols (after: Chr. Uehlinger141): 
Figs. 106 (FIB - No. SK 98). 108 (formerly M. Dayan collection). 109 (Cylinder seal from late Iron Age tomb 
at Nebo). 

Sass further compares the fan-shaped/astral symbol with what appears to be a combination 

of the same motif and a thunderbolt (the symbol of the storm god? ) on a Judahite bulla (note 

the `ankh-shape loops at the far end of the field divider): 

Fig. 13. Thunderbolt field divider (after B. Sass, ibid., Fig. 36 = WSS 576142) 

In addition, it must also be noted that field-dividers terminating on both ends in "true" 

Egyptian-type `ankh symbols are also attested, which may add further weight to Sass' 

proposal. ' 43 

Whether or not the resemblance between the fan-shaped design and the localized ̀ ankh is 

justified, will undoubtedly have to be corroborated by further evidence. On the whole it 

seems obvious that this type is securely embedded within the Judahite 7m-6th cent. B. C. field 

dividers repertoire of "nearly aniconic" seals and bullae. 

WSS 72 contains a so-called "lotus bud" as field 144 

141 Chr. Uehlinger, ibid. 
142 This Bulla belongs to the unprovenanced "Burned Archive" hoard, which was published by N. Avigad and 
dates predominantly to the late 7'h cent. B. C. - N. Avigad, Hebrew Bullae from the Time of Jeremiah, p. 83, 
no. 12. 
143 E. g. WSS 89.139.141.184 (acquired before 1903! ). 431 (Ahiqam son of Shaphan). Both WSS 441 (from the 
City of David =B 20) and 524 (from Lachish, Str. 11) are provenanced stratified samples. See also: J. Renz & 
W. Rtillig, HAE, 11/2, pp. 98-100, types E4-5. They interpret them simply as "loops. " 
144 Type D3-4 : J. Renz & W. RSllig, HAE, 11/2, pp. 98-100. Note, however, that their two types have both 
times two double vertical strokes flanking the central circle. 
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Fig. 14. Field divider on Tel Arad seal WSS 72. 

The lotus bud field divider not only very clearly substantiates the date already arrived at on 

the basis of palaeography, but also shows that the iconography is especially firmly 

embedded in southern Levantine or better in the late Judahite iconographic tradition. '45 

Close parallels are also found in stratified Judahite contexts'46 (i. e. terminal Iron Age IIC), 

e. g. at the City of David, Str. 10, which is contemporary with Tel Arad Str. VII-VI.: 

Site Stratum - Cat. No. Personal Name Lotus bud 
Location Field Divider 

City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 437, B29+30 Elyaqim son of iago0i 
Ohel 

City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 441, B21 Elnatan [s]on of 
Bilgai 

City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 463, B33 Berekyahu son of 
MalkiiQU't 

City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 511, B41 Ya'azanyahu son 
of Ma`aseyahu O 

City of David Str. 10 - Area G WSS 626, B 17 Repha'yahu son of 
'Ephrah 

City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 636, B15 Shema°yahu son of 
Ya'azanya[hul 

y Table 5. Lotus bud field dividers on bullae from the City of David. 

1.2.4 The Stratigraphy 

a) Archaeological History - an overview of the late Iron Age levels 

Tel Arad is located some 30km East-NE of Beersheba and is situated in the NE Negev 

desert. After a long period of abadonment (since the Early Bronze Age), Tel Arad was 

resettled during the Iron Age IA/B period (11th cent. B. C. ) on the NE hill. Some seven strata 

span the period of the Iron Age, i. e. Str. XII (Iron Age IA/B) to Str. VI (early 6th cent. B. C. ), 

during which six successive citadels crowned the summit of the Iron Age Tel Arad fortress 

mount (Str. XI-VI). 147 The citadel had its own sanctuary (first built in Str. X? ), the last 

phase of which (Str. IX) according to Z. Herzog may have been willfully "dismantled" 

'S B. Sass is probably correct when he says: "fairly popular in pre-exilic Hebrew seals (nearly thirty examples) 
and occuring sporadically elsewhere", Sass, ibid, p. 205. 
' Further examples e. g. from the City of David WSS 447 (B18). 508 (B4). 510 (B38), from tomb 25 at Ketef 
Hinnom (incl. branch in lower register). 326 (provenanced); 505 (allegedly from Lachish). Also R. Deutsch, 
Messages from the Past, nos. 7.21.49.93 etc. Examples from outside of Judah, e. g. WSS 872 (in 5t' cent. B. C. 
tomb at Tall al-Mazar (Jordan) - but a date closer to ca. 600 B. C. may be suggested; WSS 1048 (from 
Babylon/Merkez). For a late crude sample of Aramaic origin (ca. 5 -4h cent. B. C. ), see: WSS 764 
(unprovenanced). This late variant is reminiscent of WSS 1072 (ca. 6'" cent. B. C. ), which as Avigad suggests, 
may be of Mesopotamian origin. As the patronym is clearly Judaean, the owner may have been a Judahite exile 
during the Babylonian captivity - see: WSS 1072, and p. 404. Also P. G. van der Veen, "Two/too Little Known 
Bullae", pp. 117-119. 
"' For brief summaries on the history of the site, esp. during the Iron Age, also see: M. Aharoni, "Arad: The 
Israelite Citadels", NEAEHL Vol. 1, pp. 82-87 and Y. Aharoni (on the general history of the site), ibid, "Arad", 
p. 75; Z. Herzog, "Arad: Iron Age Period", New Oxford, Vol. 1, pp. 174-176 and O. Ilan & R. Amiran, ibid, 
"Arad: Bronze Age Period", pp. 169-174. 
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during king Hezekiah's religious reform ca. 715 B. C. 148 The pottery assemblages of Iron 

Age Str. X-VIII are reminiscent of that of Lachish Str. III149 (and contemporaneous sites, 

e. g. nearby Tel Beersheba - Str. III-II) and consequently the destruction of Str. VIII has 

been attributed by some to the Assyrian invasion of Sennacherib in 701 B. C. or 

alternatively to a local Edomite incursion at about the same time. 150 Arad's Str. VII and VI 

(7th - early 6a' cent. B. C. ) are largely contemporanous with "City of David" Str. 10, Lachish 

Str. II, Tel 'Ira Str. VII and VI and thus represents the terminal phase of Iron Age 11.151 

Although some scholars prefer to argue that Str. VII and VI were one single stratum152, Z. 
Herzog and L. Singer-Avitz have recently substantiated the view that the destruction level 

between the two strata, the subsequent rebuilding of Str. VI, as well the slightly divergent 

pottery assemblages in both strata15', support a stratigraphical division. ' 54 Nonetheless - as 

seems undisputed - both strata were not separated by an extended period of time. The same 

official, Elyashib, continued to officiate at the fortress in both strata (as attested by the 

ostraca from Str. VI, which refer to him in his capacity of "military" commander), even if it 

cannot be established beyond doubt that Elyashib held the same position during both 

periods of occupation. ' 55 

"" Z. Herzog, "Arad: Iron Age Period", New Oxford, Vol. 1, p. 175; idem, "The Date of the Temple at Arad", 
est. pp. 164-170. 
" E. g. L. Singer-Avitz, "Arad: The Iron Age Potter Assemblage", pp. 159.182, Table 3; M. Aharoni & Y. 
Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite Sites in the 8 and 71" Centuries B. C. E. ", BASOR 224 (1976), pp. 73£; 
0. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic Assemblages from Lachish Levels III and II", in: 0. Zimhoni, Studies in the Iron 
AWe Pottery, pp. 211-240 etc. 
' L. Singer-Avitz, ibid, p. 159; Z. Herzog. "The Fortress Mount at Tel Arad", p. 98. J. Renz, HAE 1, p. 145. Z. 
Zevit, The Religion of Ancient Israel, p. 162. 
15' L. Singer-Avitz, ibid, pp. 182. 
'S2 E. g. A. Mazar & E. Netzer, "On the Israelite Fortress at Arad", BASOR 263 (1986), pp. 87-91; D. Ussishkin, 
"The Date of the Judaean Shrine at Arad", pp. 142-157. More recently see also: 0. Zimhoni, "The Iron Age 
Pottery of Tel `Eton", in 0. Zimhoni, Studies in the Iron Age Pottery, pp. 204-05; Z. Zevit, The Religions of 
Ancient Israel, pp. 162-168. 
193 L. Singer-Avitz, ibid, pp. 180-182. She prefers to distinguish between the two strata, as according to her 
study Str. VII contains types, which are not yet found in City of David Str. 10 and contemporary levels at 
Jerusalem, in Lachish Str. II or Tel `Ira Str. VI. Also see: E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, p. 158. 
'54 Z. Herzog, "The Fortress Mount at Tel Arad", pp. 40-41: "it should be emphasized that the two assemblages 
related to Elyashib were found on two floors within separate burnt strata that can in no way be combined. The 
presence of the strata as two diverse architectural entities is clearly manifested in their distinct plans (Figs. 17 
and 19). " The addition of an inner wall attributed to Str. VI, reducing the space of the room on the south (as 
part of the area was filled up with earth and stones to reinforce the old outer wall) is not only further evidence 
of the fact that the 2 strata were separated, but also that the area where the seals of Elyashib had been found, 
had been subsequently filled up, succeeded by Str. VI with the ostraca found in what Herzog describes as an 
undisturbed destruction layer. See his: p. 48. 
155 Y Aharoni (with J. Naveh), Arad Inscriptions; Z. Herzog, "Arad: Iron Age Period", p. 175; idem, "The 
Fortress Mount at Tel Arad", p. 49. Herzog, however, does allow for the possibility that the two strata may 
have been separated by a period of some 20 or even 30 years (ibid, pp. 40.49). That Elyashib was an official at 
Arad Str. VII is confirmed by his seals, but as these do not yield his title, we cannot be sure of his capacity 
then. 
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Tel Arad was excavated between 1962-1967 by Y. Aharoni and R. Amiran and in 1977 by 

Z. Herzog. ' 56 

All three seals of Elyashib - as described above - were discovered in Tel Arad Str. VII - 
Locus 779 (i. e. one of the rooms on the east wing of the southern solid wall). 

b) The Pottery Evidence 

It will be important to summarize which late Iron Age II local and foreign ceramic type 
fossils were found in association with, or in close proximity to, the Elyashib seals of Str. 
VII - Locus 779. Although - as has been noted above - Str. VII preceded Str. VI (and even 
though some of its pottery types seem to predate the City of David Str. IO/Lachish Str. II 

archaeological horizon), its close proximity to Str. VI and contemporary sites, is clearly 

confirmed by the fact that a number of "late" Iron Age IIC type fossils are already present. 
A late 70' cent. date has been generally suggested for Str. VII in accordance. In contrast to 
both late Iron Age II Strata VII and VI, however, the pottery of the preceding Str. VIII, is 

markedly different, and, as has been noted by pottery specialists, some 90% of its ceramic 

repertoire resembles that of pottery attested at "late 8th cent. sites", e. g. Lachish Str. III, 

Beerscheba Str. III and 11.157 That Str. VIII is contemporary with the Lachish Str. III 

archaeological horizon is also corrobarated by the discovery of some 9 Imlk jar handles (of 

the hbrn and swkh types). '58 

The following late Iron Age IIC type fossils were retrieved from Str. VII - Locus 779'59: 

i. The so-called Judahite "degenerate decanter" (for ill. of this type - see below: 2.5.4 b) 

156 For the preliminary reports on the Arad Excavations by Y. Aharoni see e. g. his: "Excavations at Tel Arad: 
Preliminary Report on the First Season, 1962", IEI 14: 3 (1964), pp. 131-147 (with R. Amiran); Y. Aharoni, 
"Excavations at Tel Arad: Preliminary Report on the Second Season, 1963", IFJ 17: 4 (1967), pp. 233-249; Y. 
Aharoni (with J. Naveh), Arad Inscriptions, Jerusalem, 1975. 
'57 M. Aharoni, New Enc. Vol. 1, p. 82. Z. Herzog, "The Date of the Temple at Arad" in: A. Mazar, Studies in 
the Archaeology of the Iron Age, p. 175. etc. L. Singer- Avitz, ibid, pp. 159ff.; O. Zimhoni, ibid, pp. 205-206. 
158 However, unfortunately only I out of 9 was found in situ in Str. VIII - see: M. Aharoni, "Weights and Royal 
Seals", pp. 126-127; L. Singer-Avitz, ibid, p. 144. Further evidence in favour of the attribution of the balk jar 
handles at Arad to level VIII (= cont. with Lachish Str. III) has been forthcoming from the thorough work on 
these by A. G. Vaughn (and G. Barkay), who specifically point(s) at the unstratified "official seal jar handle" of 
MR / tV (in triangular frame), of which a specimen was also retrieved from e. g. Lachish Str. III. See: G. 
Barkay and A. G. Vaughn, "Section C. The Royal and Official Seal Impressions from Lachish", in: D. 
Ussishkin (ed. ), The Renewed Archaeological Excavations, Part IV, p. 2165 (also D. Ussishkin, ibid, on p. 2138, No. 90). Also see: A. G. Vaughn, The Chronicler's Account (PhD thesis), p. 330. 
159 This list is only representative and not exhaustive. 
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One of the Str. VII and VI specimens of the so-called Judahite "degenerate water decanter 

juglet" type (Arad Type J 16)160 - Reg. no. 5602/44161 - stems from Str. VII - Locus 779.162 

This juglet has a "narrow, elongated body and ridged neck from which the handle extends to 

the body. " 163 It is only found during the last phase of the Iron Age IIC period in Judah (and 

hardly ever outside the region - but see the two specimens in: Table 6), during which it is 

attested at several Judahite sites (again: Table: 6). Although not found in earlier strata, it 

apparently continued into the "Babylonian Period" (Iron Age III), but not so into the Persian 

Period. 164 

Site Stratum - Cat. No. Publication Further details 
Location 

City of David Str. 10 -Area G 11593/1; 11883/1; Shiloh, "A Group -- 
11511 of Hebrew Bullae", 

pp. 24-25 
fig. 6: 12-14. 

Lachish Str. II - Locus 5 Reg. No. 66/1 Aharoni, Lachish V, Type Dec 60 
55165 

Lachish Str. II - Loc. 4084 Reg. No. 11070/1-7 Ussishkin, Ren. 
Exc. - Fig. 26.52' 

Ketef Hinnom Chamber 25 ? Barkay, "Ketef - 
Hinnom", p. 98167 

Tel 'Ira Str. VI - Loc. 194 Reg. No 4106/1 Beit-Arieh, Tel ̀ Ira - 
Fig. 6.91: 10 

Dibon Tomb J16 ? Dibon 1-II, Pl. 77. -- 
10168 

Sultan Tepe Fst. 8? G. Lehmann, -- 
Untersuchungen, 
Th. 42: 259/1 6v 

Table: 6. Examples of the "degenerate water decanter" found at other Judahite and other sites. 

ii. Water Decanters (for ill. of this type - see below: 2.5.4 b) 

Three tall Iron Age IIC wheel burnished decanters were retrieved from Locus 779 (Arad 

Type J 14) - Reg. Nos. 5602/24,5610/3,5602/25.170 Unlike its more squat and on the 

160 For the description of this peculiar late Iron Age IIC type of juglet see: M. Aharoni & Y. Aharoni, "The 
Stratification of Judahite Sites", p. 86. 
161 Not wheel-burnished. 
62 L. Singer-Avitz, ibid, p. 187; 45: 8 and pp. 154-55.205. Also see Fig. 21: J16. 

163 This description is given by: L. Singer-Avitz, ibid, p. 155. 
164 On this see e. g. C. L. Van Volsem, The Babylonian Period in the Region of Benjamin, pp. 70-72 and Pl. 5 
on p. 88. Although it was still in use during the Neo-Babylonian Period, it does not seem to have continued into 
the Persian period - see idem, p. 72. M. Aharoni & Y. Aharoni, ibid, p. 86. Also 0. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic 
Assemblages from Lachish Levels III and II", pp. 254-256, Figs. 5.33: 3 and 5.35: 1-7; R. Amiran, Ancient 
Pottery of the Holy Land, p. 262. 
'65 For several more specimens of this juglet from Lachish Str. II see: 0. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic 
Assemblages", pp. 254-256, Figs. 5.33: 3; 5: 35: 1-7. 
'66 D. Ussishldn (ed. ), The Renewed Archaeological Excavations at Lachish, Part IV, p. 1879 and Fig. 26.52: 1- 
7. Also see: Fig. 26.64: 8-11. 
167 G. Barkay, "Excavations at Ketef Hinnom in Jerusalem", pp. 98-99. 
68 Also see: M. Oakeshott, A Study of the Iron Age 11 Pottery of East Jordan, Vol. 11, pp. 555-556, P1.69 : 4. 
69 E. g. G. Lehmann, Untersuchumgen zur späten Eisenzeit, p. 408: 259/1. 
'70 L. Singer-Avitz, ibid, pp. 187 + 205, Fig. 45: 5-7. 
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whole smaller looking Iron Age IIB predecessor, the late Iron age IIC type fossil is longer 

and often tends to be more "bag shaped" (with an even more pronounced "bag", almost 

"sack-shaped" appearance during the succeeding Neo-Babylonian period (= Iron Age 

III)). "' At the sharp angle, where the shoulder joins the body, the decanter is carinated. 12 It 

is found at many late Iron Age Judahite sites, but also finds good parallels in neighboring 

regions such as in Transjordan (e. g. at Tall al-Mazar) - see Table 7. 

Site Stratum - Cat. No. Publication Further details 
Location 

Ketef Hinnom"' Chamber 25 ? Barkay, "Ketef 
Hinnom", P. 9814 

Lachish Str. II - Locus 3 23/1+41/1 Aharoni, Lachish V Dec 30 
P1.47: 25-26 

Lachish Str. II - Loc. 4555 31069/2 Ussishkin, Ren. 
Exc. - Fig. 26.5215 

Tel Goren Str. V- Locus 42 235/1,233/3, Mazar et al., Atigot 
111/133,111,6 5, Fig. 20: 1-5 

Mesad One period site A 128, S5, F4, C23 Naveh, IEJ 12, Fig. 
Hashavyahu16 5: 14-17'" 
Tel `Ira Str. VI - Loc 247 1204/1 Beit-Arieh, Tel ̀ Ira 

Fig. 6.61: 7 
Tel Batash Str. II - Loc 743178 7554/3 Kelm/Mazar, 

Timnah, Fig. 8.28: 6 
Sahab Tomb Late Iron Age 46.275 Harding, Sahab, 

100: 57 9 
Amman tombs Late Iron Age No. 29 Harding, Two Iron 

Age Tombs, Pl. 
XV II: 29180 

Tall al-Mazar Str. III18' - Yassine, Archaeo- 
logy, 1988, 
Pl. 11: 12182 

Table 7. Examples of the taller water decanter found at late Judahite and Ammonite sites. 

"' The "extreme sack shaped" specimens occur alongside globular and elongated decanters during the Neo- 
Babylonian to early Persian period. E. g. specimens found in Tomb 14 at Beth Shemesh - see: E. Grant & G. E. 
Wright, Ain Shems, Part IV, Pl. LXVIII: 2.6.14. Also see examples from the Ketef Hinnom tombs: G. Barkay, 
"Excavations at Ketef Hinnom in Jerusalem", pp. 98-99. For a decription of the development of late Judahite 
water decanters during the 6" - 5'b centuries B. C. see: C. L. Van Volsem, The Babylonian Period in the Region 
of Benjamin, pp. 66-68; E. Stem, Material Culture of the Land of the Bible, pp. 115-116.0. Lipschits tends to 
date this decanter type squarely within the sixth cent. B. C. see his: The Fall and Rise of Jerusalem 
(forthcoming). p. 242 (manuscript draft). 
172 M. & Y. Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite Sites", p. 86; L. Singer-Avitz, ibid, p. 155. Also see: R, 
Amiran, The Pottery of the Land of the Bible, pp. 259-262 and Photos 258-259. 
'73 G. Barkay, ibid, p. 99. 
"4 G. Barkay, "Excavations at Ketef Hinnom in Jerusalem", pp. 98-99. 
'" D. Ussishkin, The Renewed Archaeological Excavations at Lachish, Part IV, p. 1883, Fig. 26.53: 1. 
176 For an up-to-date discussion on the absolute date of this one period site see: A. Fantalkin, "Mezad 
Hashavyahu: Its Material Culture and Historical Background", TA 28: 1 (2001), pp. 128-147. 
m Also A. Fantalkin, ibid4 pp. 52ff. 
173 See: G. L. Kelm & A. Mazar, Timnab, pp. 148-49.166. 
179 L. G. Harding, "An Iron Age Tomb at Sahab", QDAP XIII (1948), p. 100. 
180 L. G. Harding, "Two Iron Age Tombs", QDAP XI (1944), p. 71: 29/Pl. XVII: 29. Note that Harding argues 
on p. 69 that both no. 28 (the more squaty decanter) and no. 29 are believed to be 8"' century B. C. specimens. 
This, however, is no longer held. No. 29 is later. Also see: R. H. Dornemann, The Archaeology of the 
Transjordan, p. 63, Table 4 (AA). Also see his: Fig. 36. 
"' For other examples, e. g. from the Tall al-Mazer - Cemetery A, Graves 46 and 70: K. Yassine, Tel el Mazar 
I, p. 73, Fig. 4: 5-6. Also: R. E. Hendrix et al, Ancient Pottery of Transjordan, pp. 194-95, no. 269. 
'8 K. Yassine, Archaeology of Jordan: Essays and Reports, Pl. 11: 12. 
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iii. Small folded rim bowls (for ill. of this type - see below: 2.5.4 b) 

Several small wheel-burnished folded rim bowls (ca. 15 cm diam. ) - with disk shaped base, 

were found in Locus 779 (Tel Arad Type B25). 183 This is the most frequent bowl type in 

Str. VII-VI. 184 M. Aharoni and Y. Aharoni argue that this standard sized bowl is typical of 
Iron Age IIC strata185 and indeed is found at a great number of contemporaneous sites (see: 

Table 8). Regardless of a similar type found in the preceding Iron Age IIB strata, the 

"distinct standard type" of this mass production vessel during the "7t1i cent. B. C", is the 
dominant feature of this specimen. 186 

Site Stratum - Location Cat. No. Publication Further details 
City of David Str. 10 -Area G, 11670/1 Shiloh, IEI 36, 

11734/1 Fig. 6: 6-8. 
11531/1 

Lachish Str. II -Locus 3 107/7 Aharoni, Lachish 
V, P1.47: 2 

Tel Goren Str. V- Loc 31 85/32 Mazar et al., Atigot 
5, Fig. 14 :8 

Tel `Ira Str. VI - Loc 194 1014/le Beit-Arieh, °Ira, 
Fig. 6.91: 2 

Table 8: Examples of small folded rim bowls found at late Judahite sites. 

iv. Other types 

Other typologically important vessels that could be listed here are e. g. the "closed" and 
"open cooking pot" types, typical of the 7 h-6th cent. B. C. strata187, and the typical late 

Judahite high footed oil lamp188, to which we shall return in more detail below (ch. 1: 2.3.4 

b; 2.5.4b). 189 Two additional vessels, which deserve some notice, are also discussed in more 
detail elsewhere in this thesis (ch. 2: 2.4 b. ii). Both vessel types are imitated Assyrian 

vessels, which are found in the Mesopotamian homeland during the 7`h -6th B. C., sometimes 

also later. 190 Sherds of a small so-called "Assyrian Palace Ware" bowl type with everted rim 

and flat or rounded bases (Arad Type B15: Fig. 10), were found only in Str. VII at Tel Arad 

183 See Y. Aharoni, Lachich V, p. 15, Pl. 47: 11-16. Also see: M. Aharoni & Y. Aharoni, The Stratification of 
Judahite Sites", p. 84, Fig 6: 1 and pp. 85-86. 
184 L. Singer-Avitz, ibid, po. 132.204-205, Fig. 43. 
185 As also indicated to this author by pottery specialist L. Singer-Avitz (pers. communication - July 2003). 
186 M. Aharoni & Y. Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite Sites", p. 86. 
187 L. Singer-Avitz, ibid. Arad Type CP 10, pp. 186.204, Fig. 44: 4; Arad Type CP 6, p. 183, Fig. 44: 2-3. 
'88 Sing-Avitz, ibid, Arad Type L2, p. 158, Fig. 23, Fig. 45: 11-13. 
'89 Also of interest are the store jars with four handles at the neck (all Arad - Str. VI, Type Si 18) described 
above in relation to J. Zorn Str. II at Tell en-Nasbeh - see: L. Singer-Avitz, ibid. Fig. 48: 10-49: 3. Of equal 
interest are the sack shaped store jars (Arad Type SJ 7) from Str. VII-VI, e. g. known from City of David Str. 
10: L. Singer-Avitz, ibid. p. 145, Figs. 17,46. 
190 A. Hausleiter, "Neo-Assyrian Pottery from Kalhu/Nimnid", pp. 17-25,37-40; R. Dornemann, The 
Archaeology of the Transjordan, e. g. pp. SSf.. 
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(see: Fig. 15 a). 191 Similar bowls were e. g. found at contemporary sites in Palestine e. g. at 
Tel Jemmeh192, Samaria Str. VII193, Tel Farah (N) Str. I194, or in Jordan at Tall al- 
cUmayri 195, Tall al-Mazar196, Busayra and Tawilan'97 (for a list see ch. 2: 2.4 b ii). 

Handleless, painted and unpainted globular "Assyrian" store jars were unearthed in both Tel 

Arad Strata VII-VI (Arad Type JD 7: see Fig. 15b). 198 Again this type is well attested at 
both Cis- and Transjordanian sites in contemporary 70-5t' cent. strata, e. g. at Samaria - Str. 

VII199, Tel Batash - Str. 11200, Tel eIra201, as well as in the tombs of Adoni-Nur (Amman see: 

ch. 2.1), Meqabelein etc 202 

:: 7 
Arad Type B 15 

Arad Type JD 7 

Fig. 15 a. and b. Assyrian Ware from Tel Arad Strata VII-VI. a) Everted Rim Bowl, b) Painted Handleless 
Store Jar (after: L. Singer-Avitz, ibid., Figs. 10.21). 

c) Evidence of Foreign Occupation/Destruction 

Stratum VII (in which the seals of Elyashib were found - i. e. Locus 779) was destroyed by 

a violent conflagration as was its predecessor (Str. VIII) and successor (Str. VI) 203 As will 
be briefly related below (see: "A Possible Identification"), the seal owner, Elyashib son of 
Ashyahu, is also attested on a series of ostraca from level VI found in approximately the 

same locus - Room 737 (i. e. ostraca nos. 1-18), where he is more precisely identified as the 
(military) commander of this border fortress site. 

191 L. Singer-Avitz, ibid, p. 130. No information is given on the precise find spot, except that sherds were found 
in Str. VII only. Nor are any further details given concerning the fineness and colour of the ware. 192 See: e. g. R. Amiran, Ancient Pottery of the Holy Land Pl. 99: 2. 
193 See: R. Tappy, Israelite Samaria - Vol. II, pp. 404f. 616 and Fig. 1I. 
194 E. g. R. Amiran, ibid, Pi. 99: 3. 
195 MPP IV, Figs. 3.29: 18-19; 3.30: 8. 
196 E. g. in the 5 cent. B. C. tomb (Grave 24), see : Kh. Yassine, Tell el Mazar I, p. 66 and Fig. 3: 3. 
197 E. g. M. Oakeshott, A Study of the Iron Age II Pottery - Vol. II, pp. 448-449, Pl. 16 : 21-22.26.30 etc.; pp. 
506-507, Pl. 45: 5.7.11 etc. 
198 L. Singer-Avitz, ibid, pp. 154-156, Fig. 21. 
199 R. Tappy, Israelite Samaria - Vol. II, pp. 419f. and Fig. 11. 
20° Kelso and Mazar, Timnah, p. 149, Fig. 8.10. 
201 1. Beit-Arieh, Tel ̀ Ira, p. 223, Fig. 6: 50. 
202 For a summary and description and reference to one of the Tel Arad specimens, see: R. Dornemann, The 
Archaeology of the Transjordan, pp. 55-56, Fig. 40: 1-6. 
203 Z. Herzog, "The Fortress Mount", p. 48. 
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Several scholars (such as A. Lemaire204, J. Renz & W. Rö11ig205 et al 206), prefer to date the 

end of Str. VI to the time shortly prior to Nebuchadnezzar's first siege of Jerusalem in Adar 

(=March) 597 B. C. (based on a. the dating of some of the ostraca within the Str. VI hoard, 

and b. on the destruction of Arad, which presumbly took place immediately thereafter, i. e. 

sometime near the end of month 10 of the same year (i. e. Jan-Feb [597 B. C.? ]). The original 

excavator, Y. Aharoni, however, preferred a date near the end of king Zedekiah's reign = 

588/7 B. C., and this position has received recent support from the pottery study undertaken 

by L. Singer-Avitz. 207 If indeed the destruction of Str. VI is to be assigned to the 

Babylonian army, i. e. either in 597 or in 588/7 B. C. (or alternatively to Edomites208 - on 

this see the discussion below - ch. 3, no. 1.4 e), then, as has been suggested (by e. g. Y. 

Aharoni), the end of Arad Str. VII could perhaps be assigned to the Egyptian campaign 

launched by Pharaoh Necho II in 609 B. C., during which king Josiah was killed at Megiddo 

(2Kgs 23: 29f). 209 Straightforward evidence for this, however, is lacking. As has been noted 

above, the date of Str. VII and VI to the turbulent late 7t` and early 6th centuries B. C. is also 

supported by the presence of imitated "Assyrian" pottery styles (e. g. the small carinated 

"Assyrian Palace Ware" bowl, and the painted and unpainted handleless jars), which not 

204 e. g. A. Lemaire, Inscriptions hebraiques p. 235 ; idem, "Arad Inscriptions", Oxford Enc. Vol. 1, p. 176. 
205 r n___ o_ sv o are_ rr i r. -- A-n - r___ __ ý n: u. _ ___..,. ý.. .. A.. ýit thst hseinn tha Aotn n+ tha avhnl. J. Ke[IZ 6G W. KOllrg, r7RC 1s PP. 31+i-34y. rcenz aaa Kourg wrrwty ý....... -- --Ws """ý """""ý ý" """ý """"", "ý 
hoard on the dates given in two ostraca alone is very speculative, but add that lack of reference to any month of 
the year on any other ostraca (let alone year dates), would imply "daß der Monat bekannt ist, was fdr eine 
monatliche Abrechnung, bei der nur von einem bekannten Monat auszugehen ist, spräche, die Ostraka also aus 
dem selben Monat stammten. " They further add that ostraca 1-19 all appear to belong to the same hoard, while 
the individuals within the undated group appear to be mostly the same: the addressee Elyashib the son of 
Ashyahu, the Kittians etc., see: p. 349. 
206 e. g. E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, p. 269; P. K. McCarter, Ancient Inscriptions, p. 119 no. 
94; K. A. D. Smelik, Historische Dokumente aus dem alten Israel, p. 98, etc. 
207 Y. Aharoni, "Arad: Its Inscriptions and Temple", BA 31 (1968), pp. 20-32. For the comparison between the 
end of Arad Str. VI and Lachish Str. II see: L. Singer-Avitz, "The Iron Age Pottery Assemblages", p. 182. 
Note, however, that this was not the position held by the late pottery expert, 0. Zimhoni, "The Iron Age Pottery 

of Tel `Eton" in: 0. Zimhoni, Studies in the Iron Age pottery of Israel, pp. 204-05. 
2081.. Singer-Avitz, ibid, p. 182 n. 19. M. Aharoni & Y. Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite Sites", pp. 
73ff.; J. Renz & W. Röllig, HAE 1, p. 348. 
209 Y. Aharoni, "Arad: Its Inscriptions and Temple, " BA 31: 1 (1968), pp. 20-32; idem, Arad Inscriptions, p. 
104. Also Lemaire, Inscriptions hdbraiques, p. 235. Herzog on the other hand prefers not to be as dogmatic on 
the destruction date of 609 and places Str. VII in round terms within the 7s' cent. B. C., while he sets the start of 
VI toward the end of the 70 century. See his: "The Fortress Mound at Tel Arad", p. 14 - Table 1. There may be 
an allusion to this or a subsequent event, i. e. on Tel Arad ostracon No. 88. Then this - fragmentarily preserved 
inscription might contain the order of the ruling Judahite(? ) monarch to prepare for some military conflict with 
the Egyptian Pharaoh, who appears to have either risen in arms or as has been suggested, has met king Josiah in 
battle, while now his son Jehoahaz has become king in his stead. Alternatively, as has been suggested, the 
inscription may be a mere school boy's exercise, in which case the text could be a copy of an older letter/text 
and may not be related to any of these events. Alternatively, ostracon no. 88 could also be dated to the end of 
Str. VI and as such may relate to the accession of the new king Jehoiachin, who succeeded his father Jehoiakim 
at the end of the year 598 and ruled for only 3 months until Jerusalem was taken by Nebuchadnezzar in 597 
B. C. See. e. g. A. Lemaire, "Arad Inscriptions", Oxford Enc. Vol. 1, p. 176. K. A. D. Smelik, Historische 
Dokumente aus dem alten Israel, p. 95. J. Renz & W. Röllig, HAE 1, pp. 302-304. Also: K. A. D. Smelik, 
Historische Dokumente aus dem alten Israel, pp. 97-98. K. JaroL, Inschriften des Heiligen Landes, no. 145 p. 
219; A. R. Millard, "Epigraphic Notes, Aramaic and Hebrew", PEQ 110 (1978), pp. 23-26. etc. 
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only find parallels in the 7th - 6th cent. B. C. Mesopotamian homeland, but also are 

represented at other contemporary late 7th - early 6th cent. sites (incl. tombs) in Cis- and 
Transjordan (for a full discussion again - see: ch. 2). 

1.2.5 A possible Identification 

Although it is not frequent, the personal name Elyashib (Hebr. Zm't7K - 'ly§b) is well 

attested in the ancient Hebrew onomasticon 210 Its connotation is: "El made [the deceased] 

return/has restored [the deceased]" or "May El return/restore [... ]. 9#211 

The patronym Ashyahu (Nebr. 1'11tVtt - 'Syhw), also has good parallels in the ancient 

Israelite/Judahite onomasticon212, but its precise meaning remains ambiguous. 213 

Although Elyashib, the son of Ashyahu, is not given a title on any of the 3 seals listed 

above, references to the same individual on ostraca from Tel Arad Str. VI (e. g. nos. 1-18; 

esp. 17: 2-3; 18: 1) seem to suggest that he was the (military) commander of the garrison 
fortress of Arad (e. g. 24: 2ff. ), i. e. at least during Str. VI and possibly already during Str. VII 

(but this is not known for sure) Zia 

This commander is not attested in the narratives of the Hebrew Bible. Nevertheless, the late 

W. F. Albright proposed to identify the patronym Ashyahu with the Judahite king Josiah 

(640-609 B. C. ), whose reign is believed to have been contemporary with at least part of the 

Str. VII occupation at Tel Arad 215 According to Albright: 

"there can be no reasonable doubt that the proposed vocalization `Eshyahu' is wrong 

and that the name is shortened from Ye'oyähu just as Konyahu (Coniah) was a short 
form of Yekonyähu (Jeconiah), personal name of king Jehoiachin. If this is correct, 

210 e. g. Old Testament: IChr. 3: 24; 24: 12; Ezra 10: 6; Neh. 12: 10.22-23; 13: 4.7.28; WSS, p. 482 and Seal 
Legends, p. 594; R. Deutsch & A. Lemaire, BPPS no. 33; N. Avigad et al, West Semitic Seals, nos. 10.11.83; 
possibly also on Lachish ostracon no. 22: 8 etc. See also: J. Renz & Röllig, HAE 2/1, p. 59. 
" For a good summary of the different interpretations of this name see: J. Renz & W. ROllig, HAE 2/1, p. 59. 

Also see: S. L. Gogel, A Grammar of Epigraphic Hebrew, p. 301. 
212 E. g. S. L. Gogel, ibid, p. 297; Y. Aharoni, Arad Inscriptions, Inscription no. 17 pp. 32-34 etc. 
2'3 The element's could be derived from the noun: "man" (='fl), the verb: "to exist" (= ys =Ugar. k o, the verb: 
"to give" (='us) or "to heal" (= -1h). For further details see: e. g. J. Renz & W. Röllig, HAE Vol 2/1, p. 64; J. 
Hoftijzer & K. Jongeling, Dictionary of the North-West Semitic Inscriptions, p. 115; Gogel, ibid, pp. e. g. 
297300. D. Sivan, Grammatical Analysis and Glossary of the Northwest Semitic Vocables, pp. 201-202; P. 
Bordreuil et al., "Deux ostraca pal6o-h6breux", Semitica 46 (1996), p. 52. 
214 Also, J. Renz & W. Röllig, HAE 1, p. 353. 
215 See the brief archaeological discussion above. 
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Osh(i)yahu was king Josiah, and the southern commander [= of Tel Arad] was brother 

of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah, 
... i216 (emphasis by W. F. Albright) 

Taken at face value, the name Ashyahu (Albright: Eshyahu) would then have to be 

interpreted as an alternate rendering of the "imperfect" form Josiah: i. e. 17MR['], 

transl.: [y]'4hw. The verbal stem of this name, as it would seem, could have derived from 

-19y, "to heal. " 217 Albright subsequently revocalized the name Ashyahu to Oshiyahu, e. g. 

"To Nahum, and (as) of now: Go to the house of Eliashib, son of Oshiyahu, and get 
from him one (bath) of oil, and send it to m[e] in haste, sealing it with thy seal. " 218 

(emphasis by this author) 

But as no son of Josiah is called Elyashib in the Hebrew Bible, Albright is obliged to 

suggest that the former "may have had many more sons than are recorded. "219 Even though 
this seems to be an acceptable explanation, it is a weak point within the chain of 
argumentation of this otherwise ingenious proposition, which from the start can thus be no 
more than tentative, due to a) the lack of a title for Elyashib's patronym, and b) the fact that 
Albright's interpretation of the name is one among others. Naturally the question must also 
be asked, if we should not rather expect the former to have been more clearly termed bn 
hmlk or bn [Y]'3yhw mlk [Yhdh], if indeed this is what he was? 

Not many scholars have therefore accepted Albright's proposal, except that some, including 

Y. Aharoni, the excavator of Tel Arad, have listed it as one possibility among others. 22° 

N. Fox has recently attempted to adduce additional support for Albright's equation, 
Ashyahu = [Y]oshiyahu. 22' She refers to the recent publication of an unprovenanced 

ostracon from the private collection of S. Moussaieff of London and Herzliya (see Fig. 16). 

216 W. F. Albright, "Three Ostraca from Arad" in: J. B. Pritchard, Ancient Near Eastern Texts, p. {569}, n. 17. 
21 J. Renz & W. Röllig, ibid, p. 61. Also see: P. Bordreuil at al., "Deux Ostraca palco-h6breux de la collection 
Sh. Moussaieff , Semi flea 46 (1996), p. 52 and n. 15; H. Shanks, "Three Shekels for the Lord", BAR 23: 6 
J1996), p. 31. The derivation from '. y is based on the Masoretic vocalization, which may not be original. 18 Arad ostracon no. 17. See: W. F. Albright, "Three Ostraca from Arad" in: ANET p. {569} no. C. 
219 i dem, no. 17. 
220 E. g Y. Aharoni, Arad Inscriptions, p. 34; Renz & Rö1lig, HAE 1, p. 381. 

N. rox, in the Service of the King, p. 52 n. 42, p. 246 and n. 204. 
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The ostracon was first published in 1996 by P. Bordreuil et a1222 If genuine, the inscription 

with only 5 lines of text, refers to a king'syhw, who orders a payment to be made to the 

House of Yahweh, presumably the Solomonic Temple in Jerusalem. 223 

1. Pursuant to the order to you of Ashya- 

2. hw the king to give by the hand 

3. of [Z]echaryahu silver of Tar- 

4. shish to the house (or Temple) of Yahweh 
224 5. Three shekels. 

Fig. 16 The Ashyahu ostracon is shown on the left (Photo: R. Wiskin, Courtesy of S. Moussaieff). The 
translation is provided on the right. 

Although some scholars prefer to equate this otherwise unknown Judahite ruler with Jo'ash 

(835-796 B. C. )225, Bordreuil et al. suggest the identification with king Josiah and postulate 

the same linguistic interpretation as the one offered by W. F. Albright, without making 

reference to the latter's proposal in terms of the patronym of Elyashib at Tel Arad. 

Bordreuil et al. provide a palaeographic list with examples of late 7 th cent. B. C. palaeo- 

Hebrew letters, such as those found in similar inscriptions from Tel Arad, Jerusalem, Mesad 

Hashavyahu and Lachish. They date the ostracon to the late 7`h cent. B. C. accordingly. 226 

They also suggest the identification of [Z]echaryahu in line 3 with the likenamed temple 

227 22s overseer in 2Chron. 35: 8. It is this date which is accepted by N. Fox. 

222 P. Bordreuil, F. Israel, D. Pardee, "Deux ostraca pal6o-hdbreux de la collection Sh. Moussaieff', Semitica 46 
(1996), pp. 49ff. - ostracon no. 1. 
22' The authenticity of this inscription is believed to be supported by independent chemical analyses untertaken 
by different laboratories as well as by the palaeographic examination by several prominent experts in the field 
e. g. P. Bordreuil et al., A. Lemaire, P. K. McCarter and F. M. Cross. See: H. Shanks, "Three Shekels for the 
Lord", BAR 23: 6 (1997), p. 31. This author has seen the ostracon during two of his visits to the S. Moussaieff 
Collection (August 2001, February 2002), but is undecided about its authenticity. M. Heide, who currently 
examines several ostraca from the same collection (pers. communication - Jan. 2005), has grave doubts about 
its genuineness. Other scholars have also questioned it in previous essays. See e. g. the criticisms raised by: A. 
Berlejung & A. Schäle, "Erwägungen zu den neuen Ostraka aus der Sammlung Moussaieff", Zeitschrift fir 
Althebraistik 11: 1 (1998), pp. 72-73. Doubts were also expressed recently by O. Lipschits (pers. comm. - Febr. 
2003) and a very critical analysis of this ostracon will shortly be published by Y. Goren et al. in I, 1. 
224 This translation was provided in: BAR 23: 6 (1997), p. 29. It matches with the one given in P. Bordreuil et al. 
ibid, p. 50. 
225 See e. g. H. Shanks, "Three Shekels for the Lord", BAR 23: 6 (1997), p. 31. Also P. Bordreuil et al. point at 
this possibility, pp. 52.60. This equation is also preferred by the owner of the ostracon, Mr. Sh. Moussaieff of 
London and Herzliya (pers. comm. Aug. 2001, Feb. 2002). Theoretically the text could also refer to the 
Israelite king Jeho'ash (798-782 B. C. ), but as his Judahite namesake is known to also have been involved with 
building works on the Jerusalem Temple (2Kgs. 12: 5ff. ), he may be the better choice of the two. Also the 
theophoric element yhw instead ofyw would suggest this. 
226 P. Bordreuil et al., ibid, pp. 57-60. 
u' Ibid. 
228 N. Fox, In the Service of the King, p. 52 n. 42. 
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Fox then suggests the connection between king'syhw on the Moussaieff-ostracon and king 

Josiah on the one hand, and the likenamed patronym of Elyashib at Tel Arad, on the other. 
Naturally such a conclusion may seem attractive, but can only be considered valid, if indeed 

it can be established without reasonable doubt, that the unprovenanced ostracon is genuine. 
And this, unfortunately, is seemingly not yet the case 229 If on the other hand its authenticity 
were to be established 230, this would undoubtedly add weight to Albright's proposal. But 

once again, as Elyashib's father is not clearly identified as a king on the Arad seals and 

ostraca, such an equation will have to remain tentative at best, which Fox herself clearly 

admits. 31 She does corroborate, however, that, on the basis of Old Testament references 
(e. g. 2Chron. 11: 23; 21: 3), king's sons (or the king's kinsmen) not predestined for the 

throne, were sometimes assigned to different fortified towns in Judah and Benjamin to serve 

as mayors and military commanders. 232 She also adds another important point, i. e. that a 

personal letter of a Judahite king was sent directly to Elyashib the commander of Arad (= 

Ostracon 88). It has often been asked why such an important royal letter would have been 

been sent to a lesser official residing at Arad. But naturally, if indeed Elyashib had been a 
"king's son", this would become readily explicable. 233 

229 Doubts have been raised recently by IAA investigators (pers. communication) concerning the authenticity of 
the above and other ostraca within the S. Moussaieff collection. Thorough research currently undertaken by M. 
Heide on a number of these, seems to strengthen this assumption. Some of these considerations will be 
published shortly in the latter's article: "Impressions from a New Alphabet Ostracon in the Context of 
Unprovenanced Material". Also see: C. A. Rollston, "Non-Provenanced Epigraphs I: Pillaged Antiquities, 
Northwest Semitic Forgeries, and Protocols for Laboratory Tests", Maarav 10 (2003), pp. 135-193. Rollston, 
who believes the ostracon to be a modem forgery, argues that unequal height of letter forms within the 
inscription, mixed typologies (even with the same letter), a mix of earlier and later letter forms, make the 
authenticity of the ostracon doubtful: "I am confident beyond a reasonable doubt that both of the Moussaieff 
Ostraca were indeed written by the same person, and that both are modem forgeries. " (p. 173). 
23° See also L. Mykytiuk, Biblical Persons in North West Semitic Inscriptions, [Appendix B], p. 228. 
231 N. Fox, ibid, n. 42. She adds also that the name A/Eshyahu on the Arad inscriptions may not be related to 
Josiah at all as it could be compared e. g. with a name like -IM7K "Man of Horus" (WSS 455). Another 
possibility is to relate it e. g. to a name such as KVX "Give 0 (ND)! " (WSS 5) or VW "[DN] grants" (e. g. WSS 
512.513) or ! ä11t' (Lachish ostr. 2: 1; 6: 1). Note also, however, that not all king's sons must necessarily always 
under all circumstances have referred to their father as king, e. g. Barrakkab son of Panamuwa (WSS 750), nor 
must every king have always referred to himself on all his seals as king, e. g. Pado'el (WSS 965), if this 
individual indeed is identical with king Pado'el, a contemporary of kings Sennacherib and Esarhaddon. On this 
see the comments by R. Deutsch, "Seal of Baalis Surfaces", BAR 25: 2 (1999), p. 49 and below ch. 2,1.5 b i. 232 Ibid, p. 49.52f. 
2" N. Fox, In the Service of the King, p. 246. For further details on why Fox believed Arad played a prominent 
role in the administrative policy of 7th cent. B. C. Judah, see her p. 247. 
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2. Judahite Bullae 
Men with Titles 

2.1 Gedalyahu'Sr `lhbyt (from: Tel ed-Duweir/Lachish) 

The famous bulla of Gedalyahu, the Minister who is over the House, discovered by J. L. 

Starkey's team in 1935 at Tel Lachish, is only of relative importance here, as the object was 
found, not as some scholars have mistakenly argued, in Str. II (cony. date c. 640-588/6 

B. C. ), but haphazardly on the surface of the Tell. 234 But as the bulla was not obtained 

through illegal excavations (i. e. it was not acquired on the antiquity market), but was found 

on the site (and therefore its authenticity is beyond doubt), its chronological significance, 
however, should not be underestimated. Three criteria do suggest a relative date for its 

origin: 

1) the palaeography suggests a date sometime from the middle of the 7 th to the early 6 th cent 
B. C. by means of comparison with similar stratified examples, 

2) the office held by the seal owner within the bureaucracy of the Judahite Monarchy gives 

us a terminus ante quem, i. e. before the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 B. C., 

3) the seal owner may be identical with a known biblical person from the time of the 

prophet Jeremiah (ca. 630-580 B. C. ), some of whose kinsmen also seem to have left us their 

personal bullae. 

2.1.1 The Catalogue 

Fig. 17. Left: Bulla of Gedalyahu 'Sr ̀ Ihbyt (Courtesy of the Wellcome-Marston Trustees, London; 
Right: Line-Drawing by the author 

23 cf. S. H. Hooke, "A Scarab and Sealing from T. Duweir", PEQ 67 (1935), p. 195. N. Avigad/B. Sass, WSS, 
p. 172, no. 405 etc. 
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ý ,I ýqQ G . IS-OZ41 , ý 
Inscription: 
Fig. 18 Ancient Hebrew Script: 
Square Hebrew Script: [Il]ýý T 17 "IM4 li TI1 mTransliteration 

: lgdlyhw'sr `l hbyt 
Translation: "Belonging to Gedalyahu, who is over the House" 
Palaeographic Traits: 
Diagnostic peg: he - reveals late Ts cent. B. C. traits. This date is corroborated by dales 
and lamed, which show clear similarities with these same letter forms found on the stratified 
bullae from the City of David 
Icon. Details: Single border line, double-line field divider, two inscribed registers. 
Stratified parallels: WSS 458 (B 1); WSS 459 (B 31); WSS 474 (B 22); WSS 500 (B 3); 
WSS 596 (B 27) etc. 
Object: Seal Impression: 15x12 mm, bezel groove 
Proposed Date: ca. 600 B. C. 
Str. Details: Lachish Excavations (1935) - unstratified, find no. 173 
Origin: Tel ed-Duweir 
Pres. Location: unknown, formerly London University, Institute of Archaeology 
Prop. Identity: 
a) Judean Governor Gedaliah (2 Kgs. 25: 2-26; Jer. 40-41), son of Ahikam in his earlier 

role as Minister over the Royal House, presumably during the reign of king Zedekiah (597-586 B. C. ). 
b) Gedaliah son of Pashhur, Minister of Zedekiah (Jer. 38: 1-6) 

Parallels of Office: "Minister over the Royal House" 
Prestigious office in Israelite/Judahite state bureaucracy (e. g. Ahishar (I Kgs 4: 6); Arza 
(1 Kgs 16: 9); Jotham (2Kgs 15: 5) etc. ). Although the office holder may have held kingdom 
wide responsibilities in overseeing the royal administrative divisions, he certainly belonged 
to the immediate entourage of the king and seems to have officiated at the royal capital. 
Offices reminiscent of that of the "Minister over the Royal House", are attested in other ancient Near East 
societies. 
Publ. Details: e. g S. H. Hooke, PEQ 67 (1935), 195-196; de Vaux, RB 45 (1936); D. Diringer PEQ (1941), 
p. 103 (5) and pl. VIII: 5a+b; O. Tufnell, Lachish 11!, p. 348, no. 173; WSS No. 405, p. 172 

2.1.2 The Palaeography 

As was discussed above, according to the useful palaeographic classification of A. G. 

Vaughn, the he (and in fact only the one in the second register) is the only diagnostic letter 

in the inscription, which clearly points to a late 7th cent. B. C. date. 

Ve 

Fig. 19 he in the second register of the Gedalyahu bulla from Lachish 

This is the standard late 7t' cent. B. C. type. The three horizontal bars are not strictly parallel 

and the top bar crosses the vertical shaft on the right. Although the traditional 8th cent. B. C. 

type (Type "A" see description above: 1.1.2) with more or less parallel horizontal bars (as in 
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the first register of the same bulla), is still found late during the 7th century B. C 235, the he 

shown in the second register of the bulla includes all the known 7t' century B. C. traits, 

which are not found together on earlier seals. The irregular progression is typical of the later 

period and the top bar crossing the vertical shaft is much more distinctive than on the earlier 

specimens . 
236 Under 1.1.2 (above), we have listed a number of examples for this type on 

seals and bullae from additional Iron Age IIC sites, of which only 5 representative examples 

will be repeated here a) for quick reference, and b) as visible proof that the seals/bullae 
discussed here belong to the same chronological/historical horizon: 

Site Stratum-Location Cat. No. PN with he 7" cent. B. C. 
Tel en-Nasbeh Tomb 19 [Str. II ?] WSS 8 ton -7ZV IT ft` ..! -f 
City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 643 B 44 [1`I]'ýM'1 1ý'U' STD' 
Beth-Zur Str. II? WSS 412 'r511T 1p 1,1'ýft1 
Tel Goren Str. V- Loc. 103 WSS 94 1, f'TV IT. Ift 
Beth-Shemesh Tomb 14, No. 868 WSS 293 Jt71? i7ft . Irr-`Tv 451 

Table 9. Examples of seals and bullae with the standard 7th cent. B. C. he, which were excavated in Iron Age 
IIC Judahite sites. 

As a direct point of comparison, we would like to specifically add 3 more he forms from a 
hoard of 17 bullae found at Lachish240, in the stratified context of Stratum II, in order to 

show that the he on the Gedalyahu bulla firmly belongs to the second half of the 7v' cent. 
B. C. or even slightly later. 

Site Stratum-Location Cat. No. PN with he 7" cent. B. C 24' 
Lachish Str. 11 - Locus 3 WSS 416 (no. S) .. IM= A 

_V. 

25 See for more detail - above - No. 1.1.2. 
216 See also: L. G. Herr, SANSS, p. 91. 
23' The seal owner is not himself historically attested, but the bulls belongs to the same hoard and thus the same 
stratigraphical locus as the the Gemaryahu and Azaryahu bullae (see below nos. 2.4-5). 
23" Eventhough Ge'alyahu is not known from any historical record, as is shown below no. 2.2.5 (below), 
another (but unprovenanced) bulla (possibly from the same seal owner) is part of a hoard of bullae of which a 
number of individuals appear to be identifiable with characters known from the time of the prophet Jeremiah. 
239 Eventhough this person is not known from any historical record, the locus - Str. V at Tel Goren/En-Gedi, in 
which it was found - provides a narrow stratigraphical margin to which it can historically be assigned - i. e. ca. 
630-580 B. C. For more details also see below - Excursus I, "A Jar Handle from Tel Goren. " 
210 Also on the particular 7th cent B. C. types of he in both the City of David and in Lachish Str. II hoards, see: 
A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating, " p. 52. Note that many of the bullae from Lachish Str. II are in very 
poor state of preservation, so that only few can actually be read, i. e. nos. 1-7 see: Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, Pl. 20 
and WSS 416.523.524.530 A+B. 571.577. This author has had the opportunity to investigate some of these 
during his visits to the Israel Museum in November 2003 and August 2004. 
24' One may also be inclined to include here WSS 385, a banded agate scaraboid found at Lachish (British 
excavations - 1937) - SE necropolis - Locus 4000, find no. 6114 (IAA 38.123) with the inscription 
11`V31 

. 
TTD') with single border line, two double-line field dividers, three inscribed registers; a two- 

winged uraeus is depicted in the top register and a stylistic `ankh is shown on its left. The 2 hes in the 
inscription both may suggest (with some reservation) late 7th cent. features (note esp. the fact that the vertical 
shaft of he in the top register seems to extend beyond the top horizontal bar). The 2-winged uraeus, "with wings 
spread forward" is a simplified version of an otherwise common iconigraphic feature, and bears some similarity 
with the lapis lazuli seal of'1? 3ttt found in 1935 at Megiddo (either Str. II or unstr. ) [WSS 1124] - see: B. 
Sass, "The Pre-exilic Hebrew Seals", in B. Sass & Chr. Uehlinger (eds. ), Studies in the Iconography, p. 212 and 
n. 44 (also: p. 211, Fig. 75). The latter seal, however, may be slightly earlier in date, i. e. 8'-7' cent. B. C. as 
with N. Avigad/B. Sass, WSS 1124, p. 427, but hardly as early as the 10th cent. B. C. as suggested by D. 
Ussishkin, "Gate 1567 at Megiddo" in: M. D. Coogan et al, Scripture and Artefacts, pp. 423-24. 
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Lachish Str. II - Locus 3 WSS 524 (no. 1) 
Lachish Str. II - Locus 3 WSS 530 A+B 

(no. 6-7) 117']ýY p 
'= 

Table 10 Examples of 7th cent. B. C. he types from Lachish - Str. II. 

_ý 

ý' -ý1 

Moreover, the part of the top horizontal bar intersecting the vertical shaft is long, which is 

an additional feature becoming more prominent toward the end of the 7th cent. B. C. and is 

also typical of the hes found in the City of David hoard: 

Site Stratum-Location Cat. No. PN with he 7`b cent. B. C. 
City of David Str. 10 - Area GB 10 1, 'Z rm . IT-IH A 

City of David Str. 10 -Area GB 24 

City of David Str. 10 - Area GB 38 

City of David Str. 10 -Area GB 44 

, r, 'am . [, ]rr['-r]ný 
p[ ]' 

Table 11: Examples of he from the City of David typical of the end of the 7t° cent. B. C. 

Taking all these characteristics into account, we note that seals and seal impressions (on 

Hebrew jar handles) found at Lachish Str. III and in contemporary strata in Palestine, show 

a marked contrast, and hence it seems evident that the original palaeographic (and for that 

matter also the original stratigraphical) horizon of the Gedalyahu bulla from Lachish must 
be the Iron Age IIC period, instead of Iron Age 1113 (i. e. late 8t' cent. B. C. ) 242 

Site Stratum-Location Cat. No. PN with he 8' cent. B. C. 243 
Lachish Str. III? K. 14/J. 14 WSS 667 E+F jolt. =171 

Palace S. W. 
Lachish Str. III - room WSS 698 1M'1Tn . ins 

1003 
Beth Shemesh Str. II WSS 677A ; iýtý' . GrT3r3 
Ramat Rahel Str. V WSS 677B "1=1M . 

M130 
Table 12: Examples of 8`h century B. C. he types. 

ý 

. 91% 

In support of the late 7th early 6t' cent. B. C. date, there are at least two more letters, which 
seem to support this chronological attribution for the bulla. 
These are: 

242 See also the long palaeographic table on the Hebrew Jar Handles - in A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating", 
48-51, Table 4. 

' As exception to the rule, one may point to WSS 498 found in room 1003 (Lachish Str. III), find no. 5352 
(IAA 36.2258). Most photographs of this 8's cent bulla give the impression, that the bottom horizontal bar was 
not parallel with the above two as would be expected palaeographically. A. G. Vaughn has restudied this bulla 
and has come to the conclusion that the lower bar consists of 2 strokes on top of each other. The second one is 
parallel "and seems to have been added as a correction. " See: A. G. Vaughn: "Palaeographic Dating", pp. 52-53 
and n. 8. It needs to be added, however, that on the whole the seal, which impressed this bulla, is very crudely 
carved (e. g. he with curved bar like bet, very long vertical upward stroke of nun, very crude samek) and hence 
one has to be very careful not to base too far-reaching conclusions on this particular specimen. 
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i. dalet: with upper stroke extending past the vertical bar on the right, 244 

ii. lamed: i. e. with angular base, 245 

Similar letter forms are attested on bullae from the well-stratified site of the City of David 

Stratum 10 (Area G). 246 To illustrate the close palaeographic reminiscence, we have decided 

not only to list examples from different sites, but also to reproduce some examples here 

from Jerusalem for easy reference: 

Site Stratum-Location Cat. No. PN with d 
Beth-Shemesh Tomb 14 find. WSS 293 J5tnK 

No. 868 
City of David Str. 10 - Area GB1 : 5= 

City of David Str. 10 - Area GB 44247 in ri' DV 
Table 13: Examples of 7 ̀h cent. B. C. dale: from sites other than the City of David 

Site Stratum-Location Cat. No. PN with I 
Beth-Shemesh Tomb 14 find. WSS 293 tt]Rl{ 

. irr- t? 
No. 868 

City of David Str. 10 - Area GB 20-21 
City of David Str. 10 - Area GB 35 ytýmý 1/= Ký7'Dt7 

Table 14: Examples of 7'h cent. B. C. angular lamed from sites other than the City of David 

City of David dalet City of David lamed 

B1G11600 

ßa-i (; 1 1659 

B20 G 11619 

B35G11660 

7'h cent. B. C. 

dQ 
\ 
4' 

7'h cent. B. C. 

ý ý_ 

Fig. 20. Bullae from the City of David with dalet and lamed (Courtesy of D. T. Ariel, IAA - Jerusalem). 

It seems therefore that palaeographically an overall date of ca. 650-600 B. C. is justified by 

the evidence. As may be gathered from the late traits of he, a date near 600 B. C. may be 

244 See: L. G. Herr, "The Palaeography of West Semitic Stamp Seals", p. 50. 
245 On these letters see also L. G. Herr, SANSS, p. 91. 
246 Y. Shoham, "Hebrew Bullae", in: Qedem 41, p. 52, Fig. 1 dalei (esp. no. 1.25.44); lamed (No. 20.21.35). 
247 Further examples from the City of David with the same type of dales - e. g. B. 12-13.25.35. 
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suitable. Even then, if we take into account the irregularity of letter forms (noting that there 

were different scribal traditions and that individual scribes sometimes used different traits 

even within the same inscription)248, the more general chronological range of 650-600 B. C. 

seems perhaps safer. The script surely is very fine and hence worthy of a high palace 

official 249 

2.1.3 The Iconography 

The seal, which impressed the bulla, shows a very simple composition with a double field 
divider and a single border line. This trait is very common for the period spanning from ca. 
700-586 B. C., as has also been argued above in relation to no. 1.2 (WSS 70) 250 Sobriety or 

even total lack of any iconographic detail (complete aniconism) is especially typical of the 
latter days of the Judahite monarchy period (in contrast to vivid adoption of e. g. Egypto- 

Phoenician and astral religious iconography from the Assyrian and Aramaic homelands 

during the 8th - early 7th cent. B. C. - although aniconism also becomes increasingly popular 
toward the end of the 8t` cent. B. C. 251 ), but is also and again typical of the Judaean post- 

exilic stamp seals and jar handle impressions from the 5-0 cent. B. C252 To what extent 

sobriety and aniconims, however, can be interpreted as part of a new religious 
"Weltanschauung" or even movement within Judah, as has been suggested by some 

scholars, will remain a moot point and will need further investigation. 253 Good parallels are 

2" This is nicely summarized by L. G. Herr: "We assume that not every scribe incorporated these changes at 
the same time and in the same ways. We must allow room for individual scribal idiosyncrasies 

... " in: L. G. 
Herr, "The Palaeograhy of West Semitic Stamp Seals", p. 48. See also: Y. Shoham, "Hebrew Bullae", p. 51. 
249 L. G. Herr, SANSS, p. 91 no. 18: "The forms are mature and stable, representing a flourishing scribal 
tradition... " 
250 Type B3 in: J. Renz & Röllig, HAE I1/2, pp. 98-99. 
251 One needs only to look at the many so-called "official seal impressions" on the type 484 Hebrew store jars 
from the Lachish Str. III horizon, so closely associated with the famous Imlk jar handles. Here too many of the 
impressions portray exactly this same aniconic element with simple double or single field dividers and 
predominantly single border lines (see: e. g. WSS 663-667.670.672-684 etc. ). But also see the unprovenanced 
royal seal impression of king Ahaz (R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, pp. 61-63, no. 1) as well as the 
unprovenanced seal impressions of king Hezekiah's court officials (ibid, pp. 63-67 nos. 2-4; idem, "Lasting 
Impressions" BAR 28: 4 (2002), pp. 48-49 nos. A+B). 
252 e. g. D. T. Ariel & Y. Shoham, "Locally Stamped Handles and Associated Body Fragments of the Persian 
and Hellenistic Periods", pp. 137-139.144-155 etc. 253 See e. g. O. Keel & Chr. Uehlinger, Göttinnen, Götter and Gottessymbole (=GGG), §§ 207-208. The same 
conclusion was arrived at by N. Avigad, Hebrew Bullae from the Time of Jeremiah, pp. 118-19. B. Sass, "The 
Pre-exilic Hebrew Seals", pp. 243ff., accepts this view, but argues at the same time that the "image ban" did not 
penetrate all Judahite classes at once or at the same time and in the same way. It also ought to be kept in mind 
that in the biblical narratives about the latter days of the Judahite Monarchy Period "foreign religious 
symbolism" continued to play a major role during e. g. the reigns of Manasseh and Amon (697-640 B. C. ) and 
again during the last days of the monarchy after the death of the reformer king Josiah (609-586 B. C. ). So one 
would expect foreign iconography to have remained in use to some degree - which is indeed what we find, at 
least to some extent (WSS 8& 13 (? see above no. 1.1). 11.206). Chr. Uehlinger rightly points out that 
aniconism on Judahite seals has too often been dictated by wishful thinking and needs renewed study - Chr. 
Uehlinger, "Seals, Iconography, and Syro-Palestinian Religions", p. 269. On the other hand it ought also to be 
said, as has been argued by T. Oman "Mesopotamian Influence on West Semitic Inscribed Seals", p. 71, that 
although aniconism seems more pronounced in Judah than elsewhere, a shift toward aniconism is also felt e. g. 
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found in clearly stratified contexts from the period under discussion at e. g. Lachish Str. 

II2M, the City of David Str. 10 - Area G, etc 255 

2.1.4 A Possible Identification 

a) The Title 

The prestigious title 1Vt (variously translated as "Steward of the Palace", 

"Majordomo" or "Minister over the Royal House"), originated with the formation of the 

royal state bureaucracy at the time of king Solomon and was first borne by Ahishar (1 Kgs. 

4: 6). Seven Israelite and Judahite ministers are given this or related titles, but all of these 

are restricted to the period of the Monarchy ending with the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 B. C 256 

As the term is exclusively employed for high ranking officials "in connection with a(n) 

[Israelite or Judahite] king or a capital city", and as the term seems to have been replaced by 

the title 1I1 1411 by the post-exilic Chronicler (2Chron. 28: 7) - as it may well have been 

the more common term used for temple overseers during that period (already so in: Jer. 

20: 1) - it seems probable that it went out of use after the fall of the Judahite Monarchy in 

586 B. C257 

It may be argued, however, that variations of the term are utilized in the book of Genesis for 

men in both royal and private households (Gen. 39: 4; 41: 40; 43: 19). But as N. Fox has 

recently argued, except for one reference in which Joseph is indeed appointed "over the 

royal House of Pharaoh" (see: Gen. 41: 40 - the Hebrew renders: , n, =7ýr 7l'` 1) - 

somewhat reminiscent of the title of "Minister over the Royal House" during the Israelite 

on seals from adjacent Ammon (WSS 859 [Adoni-Nur: 7t" cent. B. C. ]. 916 [Elisha`: late 7tt' cent. B. C. ] 
(provenanced, many unprovenanced are known e. g. WSS 864.874-75.878.912 or e. g. R. Deutsch, "A Royal 
Ammonite Seal Impression", pp. 121-125), Moab (WSS 1034 [Chemosh: 8t"-7t6 cent. B. C. ] (provenanced). 
Unprovenanced specimens are known from Moab also, e. g. WSS 1008.1010, but most of these have simple 
astral signs of a moon crescent and star added to the upper register: e. g. WSS 1011.1015.1035.1039.1046. 
Hence the growing lack of imagery may also have been influenced somewhat by a general cultural tendency in 
the Southern Levant. Also see Edomite seals: WSS 1048 (7t" cent. B. C.? ), 1051 (late 7th - early 6th cent. B. C. ) 
((provenanced). 

E. g. Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, pp. 19-22, Pl. 20-21. 
255 EgY. Shoham, "Hebrew Bullae", e. g. BI-3.5-12.14.16 etc. 
2w Ahishur - reign of Solomon [m the LXX also other men are supposed to have borne this title during the 
same reign: a certain Eliah (3Kgs. 4: 6) and Edram (2: 46h)]: I Kgs. 4: 6; Arza - reign of Elah: lKgs. 16: 9); 
Obadiah - reign of Ahab (IKgs. 18: 3); anonymous minister, who supported Jehu's coup: 2Kgs. 10: 5; prince 
Jotham (termed a 1711=75t? - reign of Uzziah: 2Kgs. 15: 5 & 2Chron. 26: 21); Azrikam (termed a I7111i ̀ i']1) - 
reign of Ahaz: 2Chron. 28: 7; Shebnah - reign of Hezekiah: Isa. 22: 15; Eljakim - reign of Hezekiah: 2Kgs. 
18: 18 & Isa. 36: 3. 
257 N. Fox, In the Service of the King, pp. 95-96. Also see the lengthy discussion of this term by S. C. Layton, 
"The Steward in Ancient Israel: A Study of Hebrew ('ater) "al-habbayit in its Near Easter Setting", JBL 109/4 
(1990), pp. 633-649. Layton also links the term to the monarchy period and suggests that the Israelite term used 
was adopted from Old Canaanite administrative vocabulary. He also shows by means of parallels between 
Ugaritic, Old Aramaic literature, and Isa. 22: 15.22 as well as from a gloss used by the Chronicler (2Chron. 
26: 21), that the high office was linked to the holdings of the royal palace directly. 
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and Judahite Monarchy periods - the other references made in connection with non-royal 

officials are dissimilar and reflect an original Egyptian term hry pr "he who is over the 

private estate of. i258 In Gen. 39: 4 the private office of Joseph at the estate of Potiphar is 

merely "described" as 111127'7X1 [171` IDD 1] and hence is not to be understood as a real title. 

In Gen. 43: 19 we read about a man officiating at the private estate of Joseph, who 

apparently was a: I t)14 V n%i=7$n -11DK m'K. 259 

But as Fox points out, even though the terms in Genesis may resemble that of the Minister 

over the Royal House in monarchic Israel and Judah, there also are marked differences, 

which should not be underestimated: 

"First, Joseph's designation [as Royal Steward] never encompasses the entire titulary 

m= 5v -10t. Second, variants of the title that appear in the story are sufficiently 

amorphous that when supplemented by details depicting Joseph's position, the result is 

a unique office, one nonexistent in the bureaucracy of monarchic Israel. 460 (emphasis 

added) 

Even if we accepted some connection between the terms, it would be safer to assume that a 
later redactor or copyist chose to replace it by a term known to the readership of his time 
(presumably the time of the Israelite/Judahite monarchy), in order to paraphrase the original 
Egyptian title(s), which had been in use at the time of the Israelite Sojourn, but whose 
connotation was no longer fully grasped. 

Epigraphic evidence from Israel also appears to support the hypothesis that the title '3`r 

`Ihbyt was exclusively utilized during the Monarchy Period and was borne solely by royal 
Israelite and Judahite officials. All known examples stem from the period between the late 
8t' until the early 6th cent. B. C 261 In fact no such title is attested in epigraphic sources from 

the post-exilic period, when governors ruled the vassal state of Yehud 262 

25s See Fox, In the Service of the King, P. 82 and n. 3,92. 
259 See also J. K. Hoffmeier, Israel in Egypt, p. 84. 
260 ibid, p. 92. 
26' A full list is provided by R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, pp. 69-70. 
262 Some official titles are found, but these appear to rather reflect the dependent state of Yehud within the 
Persian and Macedonian state empires. We find titles such as: £ar(im) (Ezr. 9: 1-2; L°ar of pelek or half-pelek 
see: Neh. 3: 15-16 etc. ), segan(im) (Ezr. 9: 1-2; Neh. 2: 16; 12: 40), ro'sh, peha and tirshata (Ezr. 5: 14; Neh. 
11: 3; 7: 65), etc. See: e. g. R. North: "Postexilic Judean Officials (part of: Palestine, Administration of (Judean 
officials)')" in: ABD Vol. V (1993), pp. 86-90. J. W. Betylon, "The Provincial Government of Persian Period 
Judea and the Yehud Coins", JBL 105 (1986), pp. 633-642; S. E. McEvenue, "The Political Structure in Judah 
from Cyrus to Nehemiah", CBQ 43 (1981), pp. 353-364; O. Margalith, "The Political Role of Ezra as Persian 
Governor", ZU W 98 (1986), pp. 110-112. P. Briant, From Cyrus to Alexander, e. g. pp. 487ff. 
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b) The Personal Name 

The name Gedalyahu may be translated from the Hebrew as meaning: "Yahweh is great. " 

This personal name is borne in the Old Testament by two men: i. e. by a) Gedalyahu, the son 

of Ahiqam - who was appointed governor over Judah at Mizpah by the Babylonians after 

the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 B. C. (2Kgs. 25: 22ff.; Jer. 40-41), and by b) Gedalyahu the son 

of Pashhur -a Minister at the court of king Zedekiah (Jer. 38: 1). 

The owner of this seal impression has been equated by many scholars with the famous 

Judahite governor Gedaliah, the son of Ahiqam, the son of Shaphan 263 The original 

proposal by J. L. Starkey and S. H. Hooke was substantiated by R. de Vaux with sound 
historical evidence? " 

Although the biblical tradition is silent about the initial stage of Gedaliah's career, the 
following considerations appear to support the hypothesis that the latter may have served 
during Zedekiah's reign as Minister over the Royal House: 

i. Gedaliah was a member of a most influential family of high-ranking officials, who 
belonged to the direct entourage of the Judahite monarchs, e. g the minister Ahigam, 

Gedaliah's father (2Kgs. 22: 12.14; Jer. 26: 24), the royal scribe Shaphan, Gedaliah's 

grandfather (2 Kgs. 22: 3.12ff. ), the minister Gemariah, Shaphan's son and Gedaliah's uncle 
(Jer. 36: 10.12.25). De Vaux is probably right when he argues that: 

"son ascendence 1'y predisposait, et normalement it devait entrer clans la ̀ carriere'. " 265 

ii. Several members of the Shaphanide family supported Josiah's reforms (2Kgs. 22: 1-14) 

and belonged to the sphere of confidence of the pro-Babylonian prophet Jeremiah and 

yielded him protection at different occasions (Jer. 26: 24; 29: 3; 36: 10.25). When 

Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem in 597 B. C., Jehoiachin was exiled to Babylon along with 
"his captains and his officials. " (2Kgs. 24: 12.14-15) As a consequence, Zedekiah was 

-ý 

m E. g. J. A. Thompson, The Book of Jeremiah, p. 653; J. A. Soggin, A History of Israel, p. 252; D. J., 
Wiseman, Nebuchadrezzar and Babylon, p. 38; P. Bordreuil & F. Israel, "A propos de la carricrre d'Elyaqim", 
Semitica (1992), pp. 41ff.; R. Althann, "Gedaliah", in ABD Vol. II (1992), pp. 923-24; P. Machinist, "Assyrian 
and Babylonian Administration (Palestine, Administration of)", ABD Vol. V (1992), p. 78. E. Stem, 
Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, p. 306; R. Albertz, Die Exilszeit, p. 81 etc. 
'b` J. L. Starkey in: Illusir. London News 10m of August 1935 (not available to this author); S. H. Hooke, "A 
Scarab and Sealing from T. Duweir", PEQ 67 (1935), p. 196; R. de Vaux, "Le sceau de Godolias, maitre du 
alais", RB 45 (1936), pp. 96-102. 
s R. De Vaux, ibid4 p. 102. 
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forced to appoint new courtiers and it is likely that he elected these from among the old and 

trustworthy aristocratic families, especially from those family factions which were already 
known to be supportive of the pro-Babylonian policy, as Zedekiah himself was now but a 

puppet of the Babylonian crown. That Gedaliah may well have been elected as the new 
Minister over the Royal House at this time therefore seems to be a natural assumption. 

There is yet another high official named Gedaliah during the reign of Zedekiah, who may 

well have borne the title of "Minister over the Royal House", even if this again is not 

attested in the biblical sources. For in Jer. 38: 1-6 we learn about a royal minister of 
Zedekiah, whose name and patronymic are gives as "Gedaliah, son of Pashhur. " This 

courtier was a Jr (Jer. 38: 4) and belonged to the immediate entourage of the king. Unlike 

Gedaliah son of Ahikam, he was an enemy of the prophet Jeremiah. He imprisoned him 

because of his words of doom. His father Pashllur may be either identical with the son of 
Immer mentioned in Jer. 20: 1-6, who himself was a temple overseer, or with the son of 
Malchiah in Jer. 21: 1, who apparently also was a priest (IChron. 9: 12). As Jer. 38: 1-6 does 

not tell us which specific function Gedaliah the son of Pashhur fulfilled at the court, he of 

course could also be identical with the owner of the Lachish bulla, but again this suggestion 

also must remain conjectural, as it can be no more than an argument from silence. The name 
Gedaliah was not uncommon in ancient Israel and Judah (see: Appendix A). Even then, the 

equation with one of these two high ranking officials must be taken into consideration as 
has been widely done in the past, also because the palaeographic date for the bulla during 

the last decades of the 7'h cent. B. C. seems to support this. 

It really does not matter much who of the two men may be equated with the owner of the 
Lachish seal impression. 

For both men were active as high-ranking officials at the relevant time period and as we do 

not have clear evidence of any other courtier with the same name, who also may have held 

office toward the end of the Judahite monarchy period, we are left with these two men at 

our disposal. 

2" For a reply to some recent criticisms raised by B. Becking against an identification with Gedaliah son of 
Ahikam: see Excursus A at the end of this thesis. 
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As will be mentioned in Appendix A at the end of this thesis, two other bullae refer to a 

high ranking official named Gedaliah as ̀ bd hmlk. It has been suggested that these seal 

impressions (if genuine), may also belong to either one of these two officials. 

It must be noted, however, that the equation with either one of these officials has been 

queried by e. g. L. G. Herr and more recently so by L. Mykytiuk on the basis of 

palaeographic dating 267 Both scholars point to the classical 7th cent. script of the bulla, 

which chronologically would predate the careers of both palace officials by some 50-60 

years. The weight of this argument, however, does not appear conclusive for the following 

reasons: 

I. As Herr himself admits, the palaeographic date of the bulla may well allow for a slightly 

wider chronological margin and should not therefore be taken too strictly. The fact that his 

descriptions ("The letter forms here are at the height of the 7h c. classical Hebrew 

tradition. ", "... most likely from the M 7rh c. ", "... we are well within the 7rh c. tradition") are 

only general statements becomes all the more evident when he adds that: 

"The second yod also shows signs of the late tendency (from the cursive) to lengthen 

the top stroke. It would thus seem we are late within the M 7`h. " (emphasis by this 

author) 

Herr's analyses of the 7"h century Hebrew characters was made during the 1970's and much 

palaeographic work has been done since, last but not least due to the discovery e. g. of the 
City of David hoard of bullae. 268 Herr has recently admitted: 

"My recent work has received significant criticism, primarily by attempting to date the 

seal inscriptions too precisely (Naveh 1980269; Vaughn in Press27). � 2" 

Herr now would prefer to speak of "palaeographic ̀ center points', understanding that ... 
there is a plus-minus span of years flanking the center point. "272 In other words the margin 

26' L. G. Herr, SANSS, p. 91 no. 18; L. Mykytiuk, Identifying Biblical Persons, Appendix B, p. 235 and n. 80. 
Note that Mykytiuk only reiterates the arguments originally raised by Herr. 
268 See also: A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating", p. 60. 
269 i. e. J. Naveh, "Review of Scripts of Ancient Northwest Semitic Seals by L. G. Herr", BASOR 239 (1980), 

pp. 75-76. 
A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating". 

271 idem, p. 60-61. 
272 L. G. Herr, "The Palaeography of West Semitic Stamp Seals, " p. 47. 
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must be made somewhat wider so as to allow for conservatism being practiced alongside 

more progressive styles, and as Herr points out, "The actual date of the seal could be up to 

50 years (or so) on either side of the fit. i273 

ii. All the letters of the Gedalyahu bulla are represented in the City of David hoard - 
which shows clearly that these letters were still part of the scribal tradition in the period 
between 625-586 B. C. 274 

iii. Palaeographic dating can never be the final dating criterion and must be corroborated 
by other more straightforward evidence. Hence both stratigraphical and historical arguments 

should be brought into the picture to settle the date 275 

There is therefore no longer any sensible reason not to date the Lachish bulla to ca. 600 

B. C., noting that both Gedalyahu son of Ahiqam as well as Gedalyahu son of Pashhur were 

active politically around this time (from ca. 597 B. C. onward = year 1 of king Zedekiah). 

In Appendix A the present author sets out why he feels that the traditional view - i. e. that 

the Lachish bulla may have belonged to Gedalyahu the son of Ahiqam - may still be 

defended, despite recent criticims raised against it by the Dutch scholar B. Becking. 

2.1.5 Consequences for Dating the Final Phase of Iron Age II 

What consequences does the above have for our overall concern about the dating of the end 

of the Iron Age II period? 

As was stated above, the bulla was found on the surface of the tell and hence the primary 
context is unknown. Therefore its chronological value can only be of limited help. 

Nonetheless, as was argued, palaeographically it seems evident that it belongs to the mid to 
late 7t' cent. B. C. (if not even to the period between 625-586 B. C. ) as the writing style is 

closely reminiscent of that found on the City of David Str. 10 (Area G) and Lachish Str. II 
hoards of bullae, which are both stratigraphically fixed to the end of the Iron Age IIC 

period. Under nos. 2.3-5 we shall discuss the archaeological evidence (including the pottery 
273 Idem. 
274e. g. lamed: B20-21.34; dalet B1.12-1325.35.44; yod B18.20; he with long top horizontal intersecting bar 
B24.44; resh B. 16.32; triangular ̀ ayin B 18.25.35.38; bet with squar tail B20.25. 
275 So also: A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating", p. 61: "I believe that this study shows what Orna [Zimhoni] 
always believed to be true - that palaeographic dating must depend on stratigraphy and not the other way 
around. " 
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repertoire) associated with these hoards, so as to establish a point of ceramic cross-matching 
between the two sites. So if Lachish Str. II is of the same archaeological horizon as City of 
David Str. 10 (and other related strata with equally important epigraphic evidence), so will 
the Gedalyahu bulla supposedly be, which at least can be said to belong to the same 

palaeographic horizon. If then the suggested equation with one of the two high ranking 

officials from the reign of Zedekiah were shown to be at least within the bounds of 

probability - which this author would argue is indeed the case - then this would further 

corroborate the overall traditional view that the end of the Iron Age II period, to which these 
inscribed items belong, appears fixed historically to the last phase of the Judahite Monarchy 

period. 

Hence even if the Gedalyahu bulla cannot be used as a primary source for absolute dating, it 

can still be utilized to corroborate the overall chronological picture. 
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2.2 Ge'alyahu bn hmlk (from: Khirbet et-TubeigehBeth Zur) 

2.2.1 The Catalogue 

Photo/Drawin 

Fig, -`I , ti..; tho hulla Ikoin 13rth /ur(Photo: R. Wiskin; Courtesy of the I. A. A. -Jerusalem); 
Right: Line-drawing of the same bulla by the author. 
Inscription: 
Fig. 22 Ancient Hebrew Script: 

Square Hebrew Script: 'ji'VT 1p 17117Xlý 
Transliteration : Ig'lyhw bn hmlk 
Translation: "Belonging to Ge'alyahu, Son of the King" 
Palaeographic Traits: 
Diagnostic pegs: aleph, nun, he reveal late 7`h cent. B. C. traits. The date is further substantiated by similar 
Hebrew letters found on clearly datable Iron Age IIC seals and bullae found elsewhere in 
Judah. Most of these may be clearly distinguished from mid 8t°-early 7th cent. B. C. letter forms such 
as those found on the lmlk/official seal jar handles (Lachish Str. III horizon), and historically 
verifiable provenanced and unprovenanced seals/bullae. Additional letters like lamed and mem 
support a mid to late 7`h century date. 
Icon. Details: Double border-line and double line field-divider 
Object: Bulla: 11x8 mm. 
Proposed Date: late 7`h cent. B. C. 
Str. Details: Beth-Zur Fortress Cistern - Locus 67/228 
Origin: Beth-Zur (Kh. et-Tubeiqeh) - original provenance - Stratum III? 
Pres. Location: IAA 31.68 
Prop. Identity: unknown prince of Judahite king - i. e. predating the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 B. C. 
Parallels of Office: Although several scholars have previously suggested that the office of bn hmlk 
was only a title given to courtiers in the service of the security of the state, recent studies now shown 
that this can no longer be supported. Each bn hmlk was a member of the Royal House, but not necessarily 
so a direct son of the ruling monarch. The bn hmlk served in different state capacities. Although attested 
on a great number of unprovenanced seals and seal impressions, possibly only one other provenanced 
example is known from Lachish Str. If. See below no. 2.3. 
Lit.: O. R. Sellers & W. F. Albright, "The First Campaign of Excavation at Beth-Zur", 
B. 4SOR 43 (1931), p. 8; O. R. Sellers, The Citadel of Beth-Zur, Westminster, 1933; WSS no. 412. 
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2.2.2 The Palaeolography 

Fig. 23. aleph in the top register of the Ge'alyahu bulla from Beth-Zur. 

ale 

As was shown under nos. 1.1-2, aleph is the standard form used during the 7th cent. B. C. 

according to the classification provided by A. G. Vaughn. 276 As the palaeography of this 

letter was discussed in detail above, it will suffice to list a few examples from contemporary 

sites for easy reference. 

Site Stratum - Location 
City of David Str. 10 -Area G 

City of David Str. 10 - Area G 

City of David Str. 10 -Area G 
Tel Lachish Tomb 106 

Cat. No. 
WSS 437A+B; 
B 29.30 
WSS 440+441; 
B20+21 
WSS 626; B 17 
WSS 350 

PN with 'aleph 7`h cent. B. C. 'aleph 
'ýnitý iý Qý, 5ý 

, a'ýý 1ý 1na'ýK 

Tel Lachish Str. II - Loc. 3 WSS 523 
Tel Arad Str. VII - Loc. 779 WSS 70 
Tel Goren Str. V- Loc. 103 WSS 94 
Beth Shemesh Tomb 14: 868 WSS 293 

ýý 

ý 

n-ýmg p 171,19D7 
M$ns . Knm 
ioK, m SKim 
iI'M 1= =7SK 
m"Irn. 1mIN 
toms. IT-Iq 

_ý. 

1!: 
-r 

Table 15: Examples of seals and bullae with the standard 7`h cent. B. C. aleph type, which were excavated at 
Iron Age IIC Judahite sites. 

nun 

Fig. 24 nun in the bottom register of the Ge'alyahu bulla from Beth-Zur (Photo D. Harris; Courtesy of the 
Israel Museum Photographic Dept. - Jerusalem) 

The same applies to the letter nun which has also been discussed at greater length above 

under no. 1.1.2. It too is the standard type during the late 7h century B. C. in Judah. 277 

276 A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating", pp. 55-56. For further details on this letter see above no. 1.1.2. 
277 see A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating", pp. 54-55 + Table 7. 
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By examining this bulla during a visit to the Israel Antiquities Authority in Jerusalem 

(IAA), on August 8 2004, both by microscope and with a magnifying glass under special 

lighting, it showed that the horizontal bar of nun moves upward toward the left, but still 

touches the center of the left vertical stroke. This is undoubtedly a version of the common 

"developed, distinctive" type. A few attested specimens from the same stratigraphical 

horizon will suffice for easy reference: 

Site Stratum - Location Cat. No. PN with marked n 7t° cent. B. C. nun 
City of David Str. 10 - Area G WSS 458; B1 [1]; I't7'1 I =aý= 
City of David Str. 10 -Area G WSS 470; B2 Teo T [=] 1i 1'1tß] IB 

Lachish Str. 11 - Loc. 3 WSS 530 
1ý T'ýýY jý 

Jif+ 

'M 1p 
Lachish Str. II - Loc. 3 WSS 416 1II: gym 

-i, r ['ice/1s] 
Table 16: Examples of seals and bullae with the standard 7`h cent. B. C. type nun. 

ý. 7 
. ., 

ýý 

ýýýRrTýý 

J 

Fig. 25 a: b. he in first and second register of the Ge'alyahu bulla from iscth-/ur (Photo: David Harris; 
Courtesy of the Israel Museum Photographic Dept. - Jerusalem). 

Although in this case the he in the upper register does not at first glance stand out as the 

typical 7th cent. peg (as was discussed above no. 1.1.2)278, the same letter in the lower 

register does appear to match precisely this description. The three horizontal bars are not 

strictly parallel and the top bar crosses well beyond the vertical shaft on the right. The 

bottom horizontal is somewhat longer than the other two horizontal bars and seems to move 

upward slightly on the left. 279 The irregular progression is typical of the later period and the 

top bar crossing (well beyond! ) the vertical shaft indeed is a distinctive trait. At closer 

scrutiny even the he in the upper register appears to support the 7th cent. date. As can be 

seen, the horizontal bars are irregularly spaced, and the part of the upper bar crossing the 

vertical shaft on the right appears to be more pronounced than those found on most of the 

n8 This, however, does seem to be primarily due to the fact that it is a "squeezed" he 
, 
i. e. it is squeezed in 

between the previous yod and the succeeding waw. This is a typical phenomenon, which can be recognized on 
many seals and bullae, as we have e. g. already pointed out with the TO Arad seals. The upper horizontal of this 
he does extend beyond the right side of the vertical shaft. 2'9 It is difficult to establish this with absolute certainty, as the letter is slightly blurred here due to many cracks 
in the clay. Multiple photographs produced by Richard Wiskin of this bulla do, however, seem to confirm the 
upward bend. 

61 



known "developed intermediate" hes at the close of the 8th through early 7th cent. B. C 280 Its 

squeezed position between the preceding yod and succeeding waw may well account for its 

"undeveloped intermediate" appearance and has parallels on clearly datable 7th cent. 

samples. 281 

Site 
City of David 

Jerusalem (Sultan's 
Pool) 
Ketef Hinnom 

Beth Shemesh 

Lachish 

Stratum - Location Cat. No. PN with marked h 7t4 cent. B. C. he 
Str. 10 -Area G WSS 643 B 44 pnj-- 7Oi Inn= 

Late Iron Age tomb WSS 35 mmn Im `ýrrnn 
Tomb, chamber 25 
Tomb 14 

SE necropolis 
- Loc. 4000 

Tel Goren Str. V- Loc. 103 

WSS 326 ýýýM iAl 
WSS 293 `(ýO1? k -01 
WSS 385 1ri'mn VOM 22: 3ý JA 

WSS 94 1; T'`ttn 171179 ýA 
Table 17: Examples of seals and bullae with the standard 7s' cent. B. C. he, which were excavated at Iron Age 
IIC Judahite sites. 

The 7t' cent. date seems also to be supported by the writing of angular lamed282 in the lower 

register. 

2.2.3 The Iconography 

The seal impression of Ge'alyahu bn hmlk is aniconic. The bulla has a double border line 

and its inscription is divided by a double field-divider. 283 This simple composition is widely 

attested from the late 8"' cent. B. C. on (and beyond into the Persian era). For further details 

see the discussion above no. 1.2.3, concerning the seal of Elyashib bn Ashyahu from Arad 

(WSS 70), and the bulla of Gedalyahu'. r'lhbyt, which shows the same features (no. 2.1.3). 

2.2.4 The Stratigraphy 

a) Archaeological History - an overview of the late Iron Age levels 

Biblical Beth-Zur (e. g. Josh. 15: 58; 2Chron. 11: 7) was identified with ancient Khirbet et- 
Tubeiqeh by F. M. Abel, W. F. Albright and 0. R. Sellers. 284 The site is located in the 
Judean hills, some 30 kms S. of Jerusalem, and 6 kms N. of Hebron. Its biblical name is 

280 On official seal jar handles see: e. g. WSS 677.698 and possibly also on 664 (although some scholars have 
suggested a late 7th cent. date. Also see our comments below no. 2.3.5 b) or on unprovenanced bullae from the 
reign of Hezekiah e. g. WSS 407 or on the second attested specimen probably imýressed by the same seat see: 
R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, no. 2 [the horizontal top bar of he in the 3 register seems overextended 
in comparison with the originals]; Deutsch, "Lasting impressions", p. 48 no. C. Note, however, that it is the 
combination of traits which would point to a Its cent. date for this letter here. 
's' A very similar squeeze of the he in the theophoric element on 7th-early 6th cent. B. C. seals and bullae may 
be seen on the following examples: WSS 70 & 71 (Tel Arad Str. VII); B2 (City of David and no. 2.4 below). 
B 12.8.37 (= provenanced), WSS 130.165.248.292 (=early unprovenanced examples). 
292 e. g. WSS 405 (no. 2.1 above); B 2035. 
2&' Called type C3 in: J. Renz & W. Ro1Gg, HAE II/2, pp. 98-99. 
28' R. W. Funk, "Beth-Zur", NEAEHL, Vol. 1, p. 259; B. A. Nakhai, "Beth-Zur", in. The Oxford Enc,, Vol. 1, p. 
314; O. R. Sellers & W. F. Albright, "The First Campaign of Excavation at Beth-Zur", BASOR 43 (1931), p. 2 
etc. 
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reflected by that of the Arabic village of Bud es-Sur in its vicinity (which has Byzantine, 

Crusader and Arabic remains). The site was excavated during two seasons only, i. e. a) in 

1931 by W. F. Albright and O. R. Sellers (who cleared some 2 acres on the summit down to 
bedrock) and b) in 1957 by O. R. Sellers and H. N. Richardson (who opened three areas, the 

northeastern Areas I and III, and the southeastern Area II). Both seasons were sponsored by 

the Presbyterian/McCormick Theological Seminary and by ASOR. 285 

After a longer period of abandonment since the end of the Middle Bronze Age (i. e. ca. late 

le cent. B. C. )286, Beth-Zur was reinhabited and subsequently destroyed by a fierce 

conflagration, sometime during the Iron Age IB period (11 h cent. B. C. ). After a period of 
scarce settlement during Iron Age IIA-B (to which only a few sherds attest)287, Beth-Zur 
became a major unfortified town during the Iron Age IIC period or as is indicated, from ca. 
700 B. C. onward (confirmed by some eleven Imlk jar handles of the so-called winged sun- 
disk type). Evidence that the Imlk jar handles (typical of the late 8d' cent. B. C. Lachish Str. 
III horizon) mark the terminus post quem of Str. 111288 is further provided by the discovery 

of five rosette store jar handles (see below), found partially in situ289, as well as by 

"Judahite Inscribed Weights. " 

During the Hellenistic period (during which the site experienced its cultural zenith), the 
builders cut their foundations through to bedrock and hence destroyed much of the 

preceding construction phases. 

Although according to the biblical narratives Beth-Zur was also inhabited during the 5" 

cent. B. C. (Neh. 3: 16), the initial expeditions to the site yielded no direct stratigraphical 
evidence that could be related to this period (except for some small finds e. g. Persian period 
coins). Only recently, however, having restudied the excavation reports, R. Reich has come 
to the conclusion that the so-called "Hellenistic" Citadel II (with an inner courtyard 
surrounded by broadrooms), must be identified as a "Persian Period Residency", 

reminiscent of the Lachish Str. I construction, dated by J. L. Starkey & O. Tufnell (and 

recently by O. Tal and A. Fantalkin29o) to the Persian period. 291 Reich also attempts to 

235 R. W. Funk, ibid, p. 260. B. A. Nakhai, ibid. 
286 Some Early Bronze Age sherds seem to attest to an earlier settlement there. See: Funk and Nakhai, ibid. 
287 ibid. 
288 For recent photographs of most of these see: h#p: l/www. hn&coln/resewch/imik-zur. htni. 
289 W. F. Albright & 0. R. Sellers, "The First Campaign", p. 8. P. W. Lapp, "The Excavation of Field II" in: 0. 
R. Seller et al., The 1957 Excavation, p. 28. Also see: R. W. Funk, "Beth-Zur", p. 261. 
29° A. Fantalkin & 0. Tal, "Lachish in the Achaemenid Period: Archaeological Finds and Social implications" - lecture given at the International Symposium on "Judah and Judaeans in the Achaemenid Period" held at the 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg from July 15th -18'" - 2003, attended by this author. Based on imported 
and local pottery from the renewed excavations at Lachish, Fantalkin/Tal argue that the residency was 

63 



locate a second building of this type (previously called the "East Gate"). Reich suggests a 
5th - 4th cent. B. C. date for the Beth-Zur buildings and suggests that they may belong to the 

seat of Nehemiah, the son of Azbuq, "Governor of the half-district of Beth-zur" (Neh. 

3: 16). 242 If warranted293, several Persian period objects (such as the coins referred to above) 

could now be safely attributed to this period of occupation294 

Persian period occupation is also further corroborated by different vessels, which are now, 
based on indepth ceramic studies by E. Stern, dated to the Persian period295: e. g. the sack- 

shaped storejars with four loop handles (which continue the Iron Age tradition) - Stem 

"Type A" (commencing during the 6ü' cent. B. C.? )296; the "jug with high ridged neck, 

; handle from rim to shoulder and low ring base" - Stern "Type C" (late 6t'- 5th cent. B. C. )297 

the "jug with wide round neck, wide flaring rim, round body, handle from rim to shoulder 

and disk or low ring base" - Stern "Type E" (5th-4t' cent. B. C. )298; the "narrow bottle with 

pointed base (carrot shaped), short neck, thick and prominent ring rim" - Stern "Type C" 

(6'b - 4t` cent. B. C. or rather late 7th through the 6"' cent. B. C.? )299; the bottle "with short 

constructed during the early 0 cent. B. C. Also see the abstracts to the Symposium (ed. O. Lipschits & M. 
Oeming), pp. 12-13. Also: idem, "The Persian and Hellenistic Pottery of Level I", in: D. Ussishkin (ed. ), The 
Renewed Archaeological Excavations, Part IV, pp. 2174-2194. 
291 See R. Reich, "The Beth-Zur Citadel II -A Persian Residency", TA 19/1 (1992), pp. 113-123. 
292 Previously the oriental character of this building had been noted by C. Watzinger, who had attempted to 
comprehend better the architectural history of the citadel: see: C. Watzinger, Denkmäler Palästinas II, Leipzig, 
1935, pp. 24-24. 
293 As yet, opinions remain divided about the date of the Phase II Citadel. Whereas E. Stem, Archaeology of the 
Land of the Bible, p. 469 remains sceptical, O. Lipschits, supports Reich's date for the fortress. See his 
forthcoming volume: The Fall and Rise of Jerusalem - Jerusalem under Babylonian Rule, Eisenbrauns 2005. 
Although it is true that the building does not resemble the Lachish Str. I "residency" in every single detail, it 
still shows enough similarities, and as a matter of fact, a Persian period occupation would account for the 
numerous small Persian period finds that were discovered during the excavations. Also see: A. Fantalkin and 
0. Tal, ibid, pp. 2188.2191-2192. 

Evidence from the Persian period was unearthed in Loci 58-62 (beneath a Hellenistic floor - esp. Locus 59) 
with 7 vessels in situ. One of these had a "Babylonian-Persian" conoid seal impression on its handle, and one 
jar contained an Attic tetradrachma from about 450 B. C. Sidonian, Tyrian and Palestine silver coins from the 
5s'-4`h cent. B. C. were also uncovered (including a small silver coin with an owl (reverse), belonging to yhzgyw 
hphh (ca. 350-333 B. C) see: O. R. Sellers, CBZ pp. 69-74. Also: W. F. Albright & O. R. Sellers, "The First 
Campaign", pp. 9-10. This material is summarized by E. Stern, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 437- 
438. Also see: R. Funk, "Beth-Zur", p. 261 and idem, "The 1957 Campaign at Beth-Zur", BASOR 150 (1958), 
p 17. 
295 E. Stern, The Material Culture, Ch. 4. On this also see: O. Lipschits, The Fall and Rise of Jerusalem, (pp. 
238ff. and n. 48 - unpublished manuscript). 
296 E. Stem, Material Culture, pp. 103f. "Type A", cf. CBZ, pp. 15.71 P1.12: 10-11, but also Fig. 34 ( and Pl. 
12: 8). A sixth cent. B. C. date for the introduction of the Iron Age derived vessel is suggested by O. Lipschits, 
ibid, (p. 241- manuscript). 
297 Stern, ibid, p. 116 of. CBZ, Pl. 11: 4. 
298 Stem, ibid, p. 116 cf. CBZ Pl. 11: 1-3. 
299 Stem, ibid, pp. 125ff. cf. CBZ Pl. 5: 17-18. Based on finds from Ketef Hinnom and Tell el-Ful, Lipschits' 
slightly earlier dates - are squarely within the 6th cent. B. C. - for this carrot shaped bottle. See O. Lipschits, 
ibid, pp. 243ff. Although Lipschits admits that this type has been found in the periphery of the Yehud province, 
this present author would wish to add that this type at least also continued to appear at the "City of David", as 
specimens have been found in Persian Str 

. 9, which he himself was allowed to study during his visit to the 
Institute of Archaeology (HUJ - Jerusalem) in August 2004. These bottles have not been officially published 
yet, but a photograph of these was published in: G. Hurvitz, The City of David, p. 48. 
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round body and a round or pointed base" - Stern "Type Fi300; "twin vessel(s)" (6th - 50' cent. 
B C. )301 , and "vessels decorated with Wedge-shaped and Reed Impressions" (60i - 5th cent. 
B. C. ) 302 Based on the date of these vessels, it would seem, therefore, that Beth-Zur was 

soon resettled after the return from Exile, i. e. at the end of the 6`" cent. B. C 303 

Little is known about the layout and date of Citadel Phase I- if of course such a building 

ever existed - but, based on the pottery dates, a date as early as the late 6t' cent. B. C. does 

not seem unlikely. 304 

The subsequent citadel, Phase 3, belongs to the Ptolemaic/-Seleucid period and its 

construction sometime during the 3`d-2'"' cent. B. C. seems likely-305 

b) The Pottery Evidence and other Finds 

i. Pottery evidence 

As the bulla was not found in primary context - but in a mixed deposit uncovered from 

Citadel cistern Locus 67 (the cistern itself extends to Locus 228306) - which presumably 

postdates the "Persian" period Citade1307 - no ceramic evidence found in direct association 

can be listed here to define its initial stratified context. Nevertheless, it will be important to 

provide a brief summary of some late Iron Age IIC diagnostic vessels and small finds, to 

show that Stratum III (i. e. the supposed context of the Ge'alyahu bulla) was indeed largely 

contemporaneous with other prominent sites referred to in this thesis (e. g. Tel Arad Str. VII- 

VI, Lachish Str. II, City of David Str. 10 etc. ). 

300 Stern, ibid, p. 127 cf. CBZ Pl. 7: 5. 
301 Stern, ibid, p. 129 cf. CBZ fig. 9: 15. 
302 Stern, ibid, pp. 133-136 cf. CBZ p. 47, Fig. 38: 11 and O. R. Sellers (ed. ), The 1957 Excavation at Beth-Zur, 
Fig. 20: 1-6. But see for an earlier late Iron Age date of Fig. 20: 1-2 (Str. III), below. 
303 Also, O. Lipschits, bid (n. 48 - manuscript). 
304 For the excavators this structure's plan was beyond reach. R. Reich, ibid, questions whether such a building 
had existed - see his Table 1. But as seems likely in the light of the pottery evidence, the beginning stages of 
the citadel could indeed go back to the early years of the Achaemenid period. 
30 R. Funk, "Beth-Zur", p. 261; B. A. Nakhai, "Beth-Zur", p. 314. For more detailed discussions on the 
Hellenistic city see: P. W. Lapp and N. L. Lapp, "A Comparative Study of a Hellenistic Pottery Group from 
Beth-Zur", BASOR 151 (1958), pp. 16-27, 
306 CBZ, pp. 22-23 and P1.11. 
307 In line with the descriptions given in R. Reich, ibid, a comparison with Pl. 11 in CBZ, suggests that the 
cistern postdates the "Persian" period Citadel and pre-dates its Hellenistic successor. The cistern, which 
according to O. R. Sellers extends from Locus 67 to Locus 228 (i. e. the dotted lines shown on the map, which 
can both be seen within the Citadel's main courtyard), was covered with a set of walls belonging to the 
Hellenistic building. Although Sellers argued that the cistern contained both H(ellenistic) and Iron Age II 
material (pp. 22-23), anything later than Iron Age was lumped "H" by the original excavators - see also his 
later confession in: The 1957 Excavation, p. S. At any rate, Hellenistic material from the construction period of 
Citadel III would also be expected. 
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Whereas the terminus post quem of Beth-Zur Str. III can be dated to the Lachish Str. III 

horizon - e. g. by the discovery of some 11 imik jar handles 308, its terminus ad quem seems 

to belong to the end of the Iron Age, i. e. contemporaneous with the Lachish Str. II horizon. 

This has been securely established by the discovery of the following late Iron Age IIC 

diagnostic vessels: 

1. Fragments of the typical late Judahite elongated "bag shaped" water decanters, with a 

carination at the sharp angle, where the shoulder joins the body, were uncovered during 

both excavation seasons in Stratum 111309, 

2. Late Iron Age cooking pots with flaring ridged rims as well as closed types with ridged 

necks (i. e. with single ridges) also belong to this stratum3io, 

3. The same is true for Judahite high disk base oil lamps, typical of late Iron Age, mid 7th - 
early 61' cent. B. C. Judahite sites. 311 These, as E. Stem has argued, did continue to exist 

after the Fall of Jerusalem, perhaps as late as the end of the 6th cent. B. C., but are not found 

in 5m-4th cent. B. C. Persian Period strata (incl. Tel-Goren/En-Gedi Str. N)312, 

4. Moreover, rosette jar handles were also uncovered. It has been clearly established that 

the rosette store jars succeeded the famous Imlk storejars (which as we know was an 
important hallmark of the preceding Lachish Str. III horizon) 313 As will be discussed in 

greater detail later on (see below: no. 2.5.4 b), the date of the rosette stamped store jars on 

which they are usually found, have received close attention in recent years. Their initial 

occurrence at e. g. Lachish Str. II, "City of David" - Str. 10, Tel-Goren Str. V, shows clearly, 
that they belong to the final stage of Iron Age IIC. 

As J. Cahill has recently shown, out of some ca. 250 attested rosette stamped jar handles, 

some 33 have been found in clearly datable primary contexts. All of these (except for her 

class V- which may be Persian) appear to date to the last decades of the Judahite monarchy 

3°S See O. R. Sellers, CBZ, p. 52 (all of the 2-winged sun disk type); idem, The 1957 Excavation, infra, P. Lapp 
& N. Lapp, ch. VI, p. 55. 
309 Sellers, CBZ, p. 42 Pl. IX: S; idem, The 1957 Excavation, Fig. 16: 25-29. The material is fragmentary, 
however. Only neck, handle and base sherds are shown. 
310 Lapp & Lapp, ch VI, Fig. 19: 1-2; idem, Fig. 19: 7. 
31 Sellers, CBZ Pl. IX: 14; Lapp & Lapp, ch. VI, Fig. 19: 15. 
312 E. Stern, Material Culture, p. 128. Also see O. Lipschits, idem, p. 244 (manuscript). 
313 E. g. discussions by O. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic Assemblages from Lachish Levels III and II", in: O. 
Zimhoni, Studies in the Iron Age Pottery of Israel, pp. 221-234 and 240-244. 
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period. 14 Although according to Cahill all may belong to the reign of Jehoiakim only 
(whereas we would prefer a somewhat wider chronological range for this vessel315), it 

seems to be undisputed, that the rosette store jars belong to the terminal phase of Iron Age 

IIC in Judah. As a point of comparison, some six stratified jar handles were found in Str. 10 

at the "City of David" - Area G. Not only were these found in close association with other 

clearly datable late homogenous Iron Age IIC pottery vessels, the entire assemblage was 
found within the burned debris of the city's terminal late Iron Age destruction level. 

5. In closing, we would like to refer to yet another diagnostic pottery type, the so-called 

wedge- and circle-impressed pottery (hereafter: IP)316, of which sherds have come to light 
during both excavation seasons at Beth-Zur. 317 It is especially the two circle impressed jar 

handles from the 1957 excavation which concern us here, as they were clearly dated 

stratifically to late Iron Age IIC Str. III. 

As we have discussed above (no. 1.1.4 c), this class of pottery vessels was summarized in a 
detailed way by E. Stern as well as by J. R. Zorn. 318 It is the decoration rather than the 

vessels to which it was applied, which matters here. The most common decoration with 
rows of triangular wedge-shaped impressions (reminiscent of cuneiform wedges) and/or of 
circles, sometimes appears together, sometimes also separately. While some IP sherds are 
attested outside of Israel (e. g. at Tall al-°Umayri, at Qasr al-Hamra' near Tayma), IP sherds 
were mainly found in the area of Judah/Benjamin. Out of 160 published specimens, some 
130 originate from Judah (for more details again see: 1.1.4 c above). Although a 
Mesopotamian origin has been suggested (due to the shape of the cuneiform like wedges), 
only very few specimens were actually found in Mesopotamia proper. Zorn has suggested a 
connection with Mesopotamian controlled Arabian trade319, which appears to have 

expanded during the 7th cent. B. C. and continued to do so during the successive periods of 

314 J. Cahill, "Rosette Stamped Seal Impressions from Ancient Judah", IE145 (1995), pp. 230-52; idem, "Royal 
Rosettes Fit for a King", BAR 23 (1997), pp. 48-57.68-69; idem, "Rosette-Stamped Handles", Qedem 41 
(2000), pp. 85-108. 
3'S Also see e. g. R. Kletter, "Pots and Polities", BASOR 314 (1999), pp. 34-37. 
316 So termed in a recent article on this pottery type in: J. R. Zorn, "Wedge- and Circle-Impressed Pottery: An 
Arabian Connection", pp. 689-698. 
31 Material was found in Str. III during the 1957 season, see: P- Lapp and N. Lapp, pp. 68-69 and Fig. 20: 1-2. 
Other pieces from this season were unstratified. During the 1931 season IP sherds were mostly uncovered from 
Reservoir 44 (which terminus ad quern was dated by a silver drachm, predating the end of the 5th cent. B. C. ), 
see: CBZ, Pl. 32: 12-16, and p. 71, no. 2. Material from "Reservoir 44" was dated subsequently by P. and N. 
Lapp to the late 6'h cent. B. C. See: P. W. Lapp, "The Pottery of Palestine in the Persian Period", in: E. Kutsch 
and A. Kutschke (eds. ), Archäologie and Altes Testament: Festschrii t fir Kurt Galling, Tübingen, 1970, p. 
185; N. Lapp, Tell el Ful III, pp. 86-87, and 0. Lipschits, The Fall and Rise of Jerusalem, (p. 302, n. 48 - manuscript). 
318 E. Stem, The Material Culture, pp. 133-136. J. R. Zorn, ibid. But also see: C. L. Van Volsem, The 
Babylonian Period, pp. 48-53. 
319 J. Zorn, ibid, esp. pp. 693-695. 
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Neo-Babylonian and Achaemenid rule. 320 The earliest occurrence of IP so far has been at 

Ramat Rachel - Str. VA), which may indicate an introduction of this pottery as early as the 

late 70' or early 6th centuries B. C. 321 

So far the Ramat Rachel sherds have been viewed as the earliest of their kind. Surprisingly, 

however, as P. and N. Lapp have stated that, the circle-impressed jar handles from Beth-Zur 

securely belong to the late Iron Age Str. III also, and as such substantiate the Ramat Rachel 

VA dates: 

"The scanty Beth-zur evidence correlates well with these dates. Two sherds from 

Stratum III (Fig. 20: 1-2) contain rows of circular impressions. Both have ware 

homogenous with that common in Stratum III and one of them is a typical late Iron II 

double-ridged handle. This evidence gives support to Aharoni's evidence of an 

introduction late in the 7th century B. C. - at least for the circular impressions. 022 

If the introduction of IP indeed took place before the end of the Iron Age, as both the Ramat 

Rachel and Beth-Zur specimens seem to suggest, its significance for dating the terminus ad 

quem of Iron Age at Beth-Zur to the very last stage of Iron Age IIC in Judah, i. e. the first 

quarter of the 6th cent. B. C., becomes obvious. 

ii. Other notable finds323 

Among others, we have singled out only two Iron Age small finds here, which we feel are 

useful indicators of Iron Age IIC occupation at Beth-Zur: 

32° References to Arabian trade connections at this time are not only attested in the OT (e. g. Isa. 21: 13; Jer. 
6: 20; Ez. 27: 22), but is also corroborated by the discovery of some Arabian inscriptions in Israel and southern 
Transjordan (e. g. at the City of David Str. 10, Beitin, Tel Goren/En-Gedi [incl. our suggested reading of the nrt 
jar handle - below Excursus I], Str. V, Ghrareh, Tall al-Khalayfi - Period IV), but also by incense altars (e. g. 
unearthed at Lachish, Tel Jemmeh, Gezer), which have been found to date from the late Iron Age onward. See: 
J. Zorn, ibid, p. 693; E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 295-300; M. Hafer, "Remarks on 
Potsherds with Incised South Arabian Letters", in: Qedem 41 (2000), pp. 26-28; O. Keel & Chr. Uehlinger, 
GGG, pp. 439f. etc. 
321 J. Zorn., ibid, p. 694. 
322 P. Lapp & N. Lapp, ibid, p. 68. 
323 A second bulla was also found at the site, but its inscription is unfortunately illegible (only 3 or 4 letters 
seem to be visible). The letters are divided into 2 registers separated by a double field divider. Although the 
excavators dated the object to the final Iron Age II stratum, nothing is said about its original find-spot. A 
simple line-drawing is found in: O. R. Sellers, CBZ, fig. 50: 13. This author has attempted to trace this bulla at 
the IAA in Jerusalem, where also the Ge'alyahu is kept (the latter is on exhibition in the Rockefeller museum), 
but without success. All we know is that Sellers dated this bulla to the last Iron Age II occupation of the site: 
CBZ, p. 60. 
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Half a limestone cosmetic bowl with geometric design is said to have derived from the Iron 

Age II occupation. 324 It has concentric circles with cross-hatched design and triangular V- 

shaped symbols. This type (including cosmetic bowls with similar geometric patterns), is 

well attested at various ancient Near Eastern sites, i. e. Iron Age IIB - IIC, but appears to 
have continued into the Persian period. It is during the 7 h-6t' centuries that the decorated 

limestone cosmetic bowls reach their zenith, when they also start to appear in coastal 
Phoenicia, Transjordan325 as well as in Mesopotamia, e. g. at the Assyrian palaces of Nimrud 

and Niniveh 326 Several specimens are also attested from other sites in Israel, e. g. from 

Megiddo, Gibeon, Tel en-Nasbeh, Ramat Rachel. 327 

Four limestone Judahite Inscribed Weights (hereafter: JIW) were found in secondary 

Hellenistic contexts during the first excavation season. 328 Two bear the inscription nsp329, 

the other two py[m]330 and bec331 respectively. All four are dome-shaped and have a flat 

base. JIWs have been recently studied indepth by R. Kletter. 332 Kletter argues that though 

very few inscribed weights were in use by the end of the 8th cent. B. C., most stratified 

specimens clearly belong to the 70' - early 6th cent. B. C. 333 

324 O. R. Sellers, CBZ, Fig. 53: 5. Although they start to appear by the mid 8s cent. B. C., the zenith of this type 
is evidently the 7`s - 6th cent. B. C. when they are also found on the Phoenician coast and in the Assyrian 
palaces in Nimrud and Niniveh see: E. Stern, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, p. 93. Also see: B. S. J. 
Isserlin, The Israelites, p. 165. 
325 E. g. from Edom - Tawilan: C: M. Bennett & P. Bienkowski (eds. ), Excavations at Tawilan, pp. 85f. and Fig. 
9.15.2-7 (note no. 5 with precisely the same decoration); from Busayra: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, p. 393 
esp. Pl. 10.115 (Reg. 369); from Ammon - Tell el Mazar: Fig. 56: 180 in: K. Yassine, Tell el Mazar I, from 
Amman: G. L. Harding, "The Iron Age Tombs from `Amman", QDAP 11 (1945), Pl. XVIII: 69. 
326 See e. g. : E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, p. 93. Also see: B. S. J. Isserlin, The Israelites, p. 
165. Also: H. O. Thompson, "Cosmetic Palettes", Levant IV (1972), pp. 148-150. 
327 R. S. Lamon and G. M. Shipton, Megiddo I, Pls. 108-111; J. B. Pritchard, Gibeon Where the Sun Stood Still, 
pp. 116f and Fig. 80; C. C. McCown, Tell en-Nasbeh, Vol. 1, Pl. 106: 1; Y. Aharoni et al., Ramat Rahel I, Pl. 
10: 3. 
328 O. R. Sellers, CBZ, p. 60 and Figs. 53: 1-4; 54. Also: O. R. Sellers and W. F. Albright, "The First 
Campaign", p. 9. 
329 These weigh 9.54 and 9.8 gr. 3307.18 

gr. 

331 5.8 gr. 
332 E. g. R. Kletter, Economic Keystones: The Weight System of the Kingdom of Judah, Sheffield Academic 
Press, Sheffield, 1998. 
333 R. Kletter, Economic Keystones, pp. 42-48 and Fig. 3. Some 450 provenanced specimens are currently 
attested. For an extensive list of the sites and their dates see: Metter, ibid; also: "Pots and Policies: Material 
Remains of Late Iron Age Judah in Relation to its Political Borders", BASOR 314 (1999), p. 33: "Eighty-two 
[out of 195 datable weights] are well dated to the seventh century B. C., i. e., Lachish Level II and its 
comparable levels at other Judaean sites, and it is clear that this is the main period of use of the JIW [=Judaean 
Inscribed Weights]. " A few inscribed weights were, however, in use as early as Lachish Stratum III (also Beer 
Sheba Str. II, Arad Str. VIII and Tell el-Farah (N) level VII, i. e. the late 8th cent. B. C. - ibid, pp. 33-34, idem, 
"The Inscribed Weights of the Kindom of Judah" TA 18 (1991), p. 124-26. Also pers. communication with R. 
Zettler, June 1,2004: "The incribed Judean weights are mostly 7' century till 586 B. C.; with very few from late 
8'b c. context. Theoretically one can assume a certain continuation, say a few years after the end of Judah. The 
Babylonian period (6th century) is a sort of "dark" age .. 
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c) Evidence of Foreign Occupation/Destruction 

The first excavators (W. F. Albright and 0. R. Sellers) discovered in one area over a 

hundred broken late Iron Age hole-mouth jars. This area was destroyed by heavy 

conflagration, which "calcinated the limestone of which the house-walls were 

constructed. 034 Whether or not this fire was caused by the invading Babylonian army 

remains unanswered, however. Although several scholars have repeatedly argued that the 

renewed excavations in 1957 did not confirm the same picture in other areas on the Tel335, 

P. Lapp still felt confident that the overall picture of the later excavations corroborated the 

1931 findings about an abrupt end at the termination of Iron Age II: 

"The 1957 evidence does not alter the conclusion drawn already in the preliminary 

report of the 1931 campaign ... The widely scattered areas where there was evidence of 
burning between Iron II and Hellenistic strata certainly indicate a contemporaneous 
destruction of a large part of the settlement at the end of Iron II. i336 (emphasis by this 

author) 

Lapp goes on to say that the reason why evidence of destruction was limited to certain areas 

was mainly due to the fact that the Hellenistic builders often destroyed the lower floors, 

clearing most of the Iron Age It architectural remains to bedrock. 337 

334 "The First Campaign", BASOR 43 (143), p. 8. 
335 E. g. R. Funk, "Beth-Zur", p. 261; B. A. Nakhai, "Beth-Zur", p. 314. Also R. W. Funk, "The 1957 Campaign 
at Beth-Zur", BASOR 150 (1958), p. 14. But again Funk believes that - as is clear from the excavations in Field 
II - much of the now missing evidence was destroyed by the Hellenistic builders. Also see O. Lipschits, 
"Demographic Changes" in: O. Lipschits and J. Blenkinsopp (eds. ), Judah and the Judean, pp. 351E 
336 P. Lapp, Ch. 4, p. 28. A. G. Vaughn has argued that the localized fire did not belong to the Babylonian 
destruction, but was caused by the army of Sennacherib in 701 B. C. In line with the discovery of the some 11 
Imik jar handles at Beth-Zur, he suggests that the site had been of greater importance during the Ste than during 
the 7'"-6'" cent. B. C. This author, however, disagrees with Vaughn's conclusion. All specimens are of the 2- 
winged sun disk type, which, as we know (also see Excursus I below), continued into the 7te cent. B. C. Other 
items listed above, e. g. as the limestone cosmetic bowl, the inscribed Judahite weights (which had their heyday 
in the 7t" rather than in the e cent. B. C. ), the rosette jar handles, the wedged and circle impressed pottery (IP) 
and last but not least the royal Ge'alyahu bn hmlk bulls, suggest that the site had been of some importance until 
the very and of the Judahite monarchy period. It is therefore suggested, that the site had grown to importance 
during the early 7th cent. B. C. instead. Vaughn's conclusion that the pottery found at Beth-Zur predominantly 
recalls the pottery repertoires from Beth-Shemesh Str. IIC and at Tel Beit-Mirsim A2 (now dated to the late 8 
cent. B. C. by most scholars), is misleading. Although he cites P. and N. Lapp's pottery analysis, there is 
sufficient evidence in the publications to show that the site continued to exist right through to the end of the 
monarchy period (e. g. the pottery listed above, the water decanters, cooking pot types and the high disk oil 
lamps). If Beth-Zur's importance grew during the first decades of the 7'" cent. as is suggested here, it does not 
surprise us that there is a signithnt overlap with Iron Age IIB sites in the vicinity. See: A. G. Vaughn, The 
Chronicler's Account (PhD thesis), pp. 89-92. 
337 Ibid. Also see: O. R. Sellers at al., The 1957 Excavations, p. 8. P. Lapp & N. Lapp, Ch. VI "Iron II - 
Hellenistic Pottery Groups", p. 55 etc. See also: E. Stern, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, p. 164. 

70 



Hence, even though we cannot prove who was responsible for the destruction (the 

Babylonians or perhaps the Edomites? ), there is at least localized evidence for an abrupt end 

of the late Iron Age IIC Stratum III, which does fit in general terms with the history of the 

Babylonian conquest of Judah during the first quarter of the 60' cent. B. C. 338 Whether or not 
this destruction occurred about the same time as the Fall of Judah's capital in 586 B. C., as is 

usually assumed, or took place before or after Jerusalem fell, cannot be established with 

certainty on the basis of the present evidence. 

2.2.5 A Possible Identification 

a) The Title 

Although the term bn hmlk literally means "son of the king", it has often been argued that 

this title could be bestowed on commoners. 339 E. g. B. Becking has argued recently that the 
term refers primarily to a particular office at the royal court, rather than to actual 

membership within the royal family: 

"... [It] denotes a ceremonial function probably in relation with the security of the court. 

... In view of the formal structure of the seals and bullae under consideration the term 
bn hmlk most likely refers to an office and not to relationships within the royal 
family. n340 (emphasis by this author) 

However, this interpretation no longer appears acceptable. Y. Avishur and M. Heltzer do 

accept that the term relates to a certain office, but feel that if both epigraphic and biblical 

evidence is considered closely, it becomes evident that it was exclusively borne by 

members of the royal family-341 They also compare the title with the very similar 
designation bt hmlk, "king's daughter", found again both in unprovenanced epigraphic 
sources (as attested on a seal from the Israel Museum [lm`dnh bt hmlk - WSS 30] and on a 
bulla in the private collection of S. Moussaieff of London and Herzliya [lnwyh bt hm11? 2]) 

as well as in the biblical narratives (IKgs. 4: 11.15; 2Kgs. 11: 2 etc. ). Indeed it seems very 
probable that "royal" members fulfilled special functions at the court (e. g. 1 Chron. 18: 17) 

"` Also E. Sum, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 164f. 
39 e. g. R. de Vaux, Ancient Israel, pp. 119-120; G. Brin, "The Title 'jr'r (') js and Its Parallels", AION 29 
(1969), pp. 433-466. 
3'0 B. Becking, "Inscribed Seals as Evidence for Biblical Israel? ", p. 50. 
341 Y. Avishur & M. Heltur, Studies on the Royal Administration, p. 62ff. The same view is also shared by a 
good number of other scholars e. g. A. F. Rainey, "The Prince and the Pauper", UF 7 (1975), pp. 427-432; N. 
Fox, In the Service of the King, pp. 48ff. 
342 See: R. Dartsch, Messages from the Past, p. 79, n. 14. 
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and specifically that sons of the king served at times as police officers (lKgs. 22: 26; Jer. 

36: 26; 38: 6). N. Fox also has recently drawn the same conclusion in her thorough study on 

officialdom, but argues that they may have served in a variety of governmental capacities 
throughout the kingdoms of Judah and Israel as judges, overseers of the Judahite and 
Israelite armies and as commanders at various Judahite and Israelite administrative 

centers 343 This position is clearly substantiated by the biblical evidence (e. g. 2Sam. 15: 1-6; 

2Kgs. 15: 5/2Chron. 26: 21; 2Chron. 11: 23). 

As for the precise position of the bney hammelek within the royal family, A. Lemaire has 

argued, that not every "king's son" was necessarily a direct son of the king, but rather that 

the term may have included a wider spectrum of "princes du sang", or as N. Fox calls them: 
"the king's 044 

To date some 25+ Judahite and Moabite seals and bullae are known with this title (i. e. 
including those of the bt hm1k) 345 Unfortunately almost all of these are unprovenanced and 
hence per definition their authenticity cannot be guaranteed. Unfortunately only the Beth- 

Zur bulla as well as probably the bulla from Lachish (below: 2.3), come from legal 

excavations and are therefore genuine beyond doubt. As the Beth-Zur specimen comes from 

a secondary archaeological context (i. e. from a Hellenistic fortress cistern deposit), only 
the Lachish bulla, which was found in Stratum II (in a storage room near the so-called 
"Solar shrine"), can be securely dated by means of its stratigraphical context. It was part of 
the famous Lachish Str. II hoard of 17 bullae found in a dipper juglet common during the 
last phase of the Iron Age II period in Judah. As we shall discuss under no. 2.3 (i. e. 
"Shebanyahu [son] of the King" = WSS 416), this vessel has many close parallels at 
contemporary sites throughout Israel and Jordan. Note also that (see discussion below) the 

palaeography of the bulla matches that of other specimens from the same late Iron Age 

archaeological horizon. 

Nonetheless the specimen from Lachish Str. II is also not entirely without its own problems. 
As will be shown under no. 2.3, the right lower edge is broken off and it cannot be 

established with complete certainty that the missing word once read bn instead of 'bd. Even 

33 N. Fox has argued that there is no positive evidence whatsoever that a commoner was given the title "bn 
hmlk" at any given time "while there is ample evidence to the contrary" - p. 270 see her: In the Service of the 
King, pp. 43-53. Fox refers to a variety of governmental capacities on pp. 48-49.51-52 and n. 42. 
34 A. Lemaire, "Notes sur lee titre bn hmlk dans I'ancien Israel", Semeia 29 (1979), pp. 59ff. N. Avigad, 
Hebrew Bullae from the Time of Jeremiah, pp. 27-28; N. Fox, In the Service of the King, p. 52. This position is 
also adhered to in the most recent study on seals by: J. Renz & W. Röllig, HAE 11/2, pp. 111-112. 
3J An upto date list is found in: R. Deutsch, BPHB, pp. 60-61. 
346 Locus 67/228. 
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so - as will be discussed in depth - the word bn seems the fit the available space in the lower 

register best 

The use of the title bn hmlk is also of chronological significance. It is obvious that it went 

out of use by the end of the Judahite Monarchy period. As we have argued above, in the 

light of all the available epigraphic evidence as well as recent studies on officialdom in 

Israel and Judah, the title always appears to refer to members of the local royal house. As 

Judah did not regain its status as an independent kingdom during the subsequent Persian 

era, the designation bn hmlk (i. e. a blood relative of the ruling monarch or previous king), 

was no longer functional. Therefore the use of this title during the Persian period would 

prove to be anachronistic, especially so as evidence of Achaemenid royal sons serving in 

the local administration of Persian period Yehud is lacking. Moreover, as may be clearly 

seen from the personal names on the known bn hmlk seals and bullae from Judah (including 

the legally excavated specimens of Ge'alyahu [Beth-Zur] and Shebanyahu [Lachish]), these 

predominantly contain the Judahite theophoric element Yahu. That these individuals 

therefore did not belong to the Persian royal family seems apparent. Moreover, if we 

compare the lapidary seal scripts of late Iron Age IIC official (including the bn hmlk and cbd 

hmlk) seals and bullae, with the Aramaizing scripts of attested provenanced and 

unprovenanced jar handles and bullae of officials serving in the Achaemenid adminstration 

of Yehud, Samaria and Ammon (ca. 539-333 B. C. ) - for a list of diagnostic letters see 
Appendix C- it becomes readily clear that these too are dissimilar and cannot be mistaken. 
Even the local Jewish letter forms from the Persian period - attested on a limited number of 

administrative inscribed finds, such as on the administrative bulla of [ys`]yhw bn [sn']blt 

pht 1mrn (WSS no. 419) from the Wadi Daliyeh (332/1 B. C. ) or on the coins of yhzgyh hphh 

(i. e. between 350-333 B. C. )9 - contain sufficient diagnostic evidence to show that these 

scripts too were different from those during the late Iron Age. 35° On the other hand, as we 

347 N. Avigad, "Titles and Symbols on Hebrew Seals", El 15 (1981), p. 304; G. Barkay, "A Bulla of Ishmael, 
the King's Son", p. III n. 3; N. Fox, In the Service of the King, p. 51 and n. 39. 
348 For the lack of any such title, see the many publications on Persian administration in Eber Nari. To name 
just a few examples: e. g. N. Avigad, Bullae and Seals from a Post-Exilic Judean Archive, Qedem 4 (1976); E. 
M. Meyers, "The Shelomith Seal and the Judean Restoration - Some Additional Considerations", EI 18 (1985), 
pp. 33'-38"; E. Stern, Material Culture of the Land of the Bible, esp. chapter 7-8; E. Yamauchi, Persia and the 
Bible; H. G. M. Williamson, "Persian Administration", pp. 81-6; R. North, "Postexilic Judean Officials", pp. 
86-90; 1. Ephal, "Changes in Palestine during the Persian Period in the Light of Epigraphic Sources", IEJ 48: 1- 
2 (1998), pp. 106-119. P. Briant, From Cyrus to Alexander, Eisenbrauns, 2001. For further source material see 
also the recent works by C. E. Carter, The Emergence of Yehud in the Persian; A. Lemaire: "$pigraphie et 
religion en Palestine ä l'bpoque achE nhnide", Trans 22 (2001), pp. 97-113. 
349 See e. g. Y. Meshorer, Ancient Means of Exchange, Weights and Coins, pp. 40-43. Also: R. Deutsch, "Five 
Unrecorded 'Yehud' Silver Coins", INJ 13 (1994-1995), pp. 25-26, Pls. 3-4. 
35°E. g. the taw on the bulla is long and reminiscent of the post-exilic Aramaic scripts. The coins have e. g. a het 
with only two horizontal bars, and a qop that is of the developed square script type. On the scripts see e. g. J. 
Naveh, Early History of the Alphabet, pp. 112-124, idem and J. C. Greenfield, "Hebrew and Aramaic in the 
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have argued earlier, the palaeography of bn hmlk seals/bullae postdates the palaeographic 
horizon of Lachish Str. III at the end of the 8t' cent. B. C. In other words, these items seem 

to be clearly embedded in a cultural phase later than Lachish Str. III and earlier than the 

Neo-Babylonian- early Achaemenid period. This conclusion will be further corroborated by 

the following epigraphic pieces of evidence from the so-called "Burned Archive" of bullae 

(see under "b"), whose provenance, however, is unfortunately unknown. 

b) The Person 

No person with the name Ge'alyahu as son or kinsman of a known Judahite monarch is 

attested in the Hebrew Bible 351 Nonetheless, another (though unprovenanced) seal 
impression of a certain Ge'alyahu bn hmlk is known from a large hoard of bullae (the so- 

called "Burned Archive")352, which surfaced on the Jerusalem antiquity market during the 

mid 1970s. Its genuineness, therefore, cannot be established with certainty, even if a 

number of epigraphists have expressed their confidence in the authenticity of the hoard 353 

In terms of its authencity it may be added, however, that at least one seal owner named on 

one of the "Burned Archive" seal impressions may in turn be identical with a like-named 

individual mentioned on one of the provenanced bullae from Jerusalem, which subsequently 

were uncovered from Area G at the City of David during legal excavations in 1982. As the 
City of David hoard belongs to the time of the prophet Jeremiah (see below: nos. 2.4 and 
2.5), this would add weight to both the question of authenticity of the unprovenanced seal 
impression within the "Burned Archive" hoard as well as to its approximate date 3sa 

Persian Period", Cambridge History of Judaism, Vol. 1, pp. 115-129; N. Avigad, Bullae and Seals from A Post- 
Exilic Judean, pp. 13-29, Figs. 15-16.18. As for the dating of the stamped Yehud jar handles from the City of 
David (starting in Persian Period Str. 9) see: e. g. D. T. Ariel & Y. Shoham, "Locally Stamped Handles and 
Associated Body Fragments of the Persian and Hellenistic Periods", Qedem 41 (2000), pp. 137-169 esp. their 
relative dating within Str. 9, pp. 137f. and Tables 1-2. 
351 A variant name version, Yigal ("May [DN] redeeme"), is found 3 times in the Old Testament: Numb. 13: 7; 
2Sam. 23: 36; 1Chron. 3: 22 - "Igal") 
352 The so-called "Burned Archive" published by N. Avigad, Hebrew Bullae from the Time of Jeremiah. 
353 Although lack of provenance may always imply that such objects could be forgeries, as has also been argued 
by some scholars in relation to the "Burned Archive" hoard, little evidence concerning these items has been 
forthcoming to actually prove that they are. See e. g. B. Sass, "The Pre-Exilic Hebrew Seals", pp. 245-46 and n. 
122; J. Naveh - see Preface to WSS; L. Mykytiuk, Identifying Biblical Persons, e. g pp. 41 ff.; N. Fox, In the 
Service of the King, pp. 23-32. Fox is right that in addition to a number of important analyses (such as 
palaeography, orthography and iconography), scanning electron miscroscope testing of tool marks (limited to 
seals with center bores however), neutron activation analysis, and thermoluminescence tests need to be made to 
establish their authencity. Two bullae from the private collection of S. Moussieff unterwent such an analysis 
and the results from 2 independent laboratories yielded positive results - see also: R. Deutsch, Messages from 
the Past, pp. 23 and n. 4; 202-203. In addition, Deutsch also discusses his own methodology of falsification 
applied to the 108 bullae from the S. Moussaieff collection which he himself has published - see: pp. 22-23. 
Also see: J. Renz & W. Rö1lig, HAE 11/2 pp. 92f. 
354 On this criterion see: L. J. Mykytiuk, Biblical Persons in North West Semitic Inscriptions, p. 41. Mykytiuk 
rightly argues that: "in the instance of a seal-bulla match or two bullae made by the same seal, if one is 
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Although the identification of the seal owner was emphasized as a possible match in WSS 

(publication date 1997)355, the proposal does not seem to have received due attention by 

other specialists in the field. Also no mention of it is made in Y. Shoham's recent study on 

the City of David bullae. 356 

The City of David seal impression (WSS 636 = B15) belongs to a certain individual 

(official? ) called Shemacyahu son of Ya'azanya[hu]. The names given on the Burned 

Archive bulla render: Shema`yahu son of Ya'azan (WSS 635 =A 162). The names of the 

owners are therefore the same and that of their fathers are virtually identical: whereas the 
City of David bulla transmits the full version of the names, the Burned Archive specimen 

merely hands down its abbreviated form. As can be seen in Fig. 26 the two bullae were 
impressed by different seals. 357 But as the title is missing on both seal impressions, and as 
both names are common during this period of Israelite/Judahite history, the equation cannot 
be established with certainty. 

Fig. 26.2 Bullae "Belonging to Shema`yahu the son of Ya'azan[ya]. " Left: the City of David bulla (B 15), 
found in 1982 during legal excavations. To the right: the "Burned Archive" bulla which was acquired on the 
Jerusalem antiquity marked during the early 1970's. 

The Burned Archive hoard's provenance is not known, even though a number of 

suggestions have been made 358 Granted that the hoard is authentic, we would argue that 

provenanced and one not, then the unprovenanced exemplar is presumably authentic. " This methodology seems 
correct, except if the unprovenanced specimen appears on the market after the provenanced example had come 
to light. For in such a case a forger can still use the provenanced item as his model to work from, and hence the 
authenticity is not guaranteed. In our case presented here, it is the unprovenanced sample which occurred first, 
followed by the provenanced one in a legal excavation, with one exception to the rule, i. e. both were impressed 
by different seals. In the light of multiple seal ownership (which is a widely attested phenomenon), however, 
this does not seem to be a real stumbling block. 
355 

WSS p. 234, no. 636. 
356 This however seems to be mainly due to his untimely death in May 1997. The Hebrew version of his article 
for Qedem 41 was completed in 1990 and only few changes were made to the first draft of the English 
translation by him but as is clearly stated - only references to Davies 1991 and WSS were added without any 
further "individual references to them" - see: Y. Shoham, "Hebrew Bullae", p. 29 n. *. 
357 This is no problem. The issue of multiple seals owned by one and the same scribe is no stumbling block and 
is attested widely also in ancient Israel and Judah e. g. WSS 70-72; B 4-6, B 20-21 etc. See also A. R. Millard, 
"Owners and Users of of Hebrew Seals", EI 26 (1999), p. 130*. 
3S8 Assumptions concerning the place of origin vary from Tell Beit Mirsim (as per N. Avigad, ibid, pp. 12-13), 
City of David (S. Moussaieff - pers. communication; also see: T. Schneider, "Six Biblical Signature", p. 28) to 
Khirbet el Qom (R. Deutsch - pers. communication). 
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possibly up to 6 seal owners could be identical with known biblical/historical characters, 

four of whom will be listed here. All these were important Judahite statesmen 359 

1. no. 3360/WSS 406 ntn -'Sr ̀ l<h>byt (I. M. 76.22.2300) = hypocoristicon of Nathan- 

melek, eunuch of king Josiah ca. 623 B. C. (2Kgs. 23: 11) = Nathan-melek °bd hmlk. 36' 

The longer version of this rare name ("[the God] Melek has given" or "The King (divine 

epithet) has given" or "Gift of the King") is attested on a (unprovenanced) bulla from the 
S. Moussaieff Collection of London362 - which identifies him with the honorific title `bd 

hmlk. The equation of the latter seal owner with the Josianic eunuch363 was 
independently argued by P. K. McCarter and by Y. Avishur & M. Heltzer. 364 Noticably 

the palaeography of both bullae is virtually identical, 365 and their approximate date range 
indeed belongs to the period when Nathan-melek officiated at the Josianic court, i. e. last 

quarter of 7"' cent. B. C. Even then, the equation can be only conjectural, due to 
fundamental uncertainties: e. g. lack of patronymics in all cases, dissimilarity of names 

and titles, and uncertainty of authenticity. 

2. no. 5/WSS 409 gdlyhw `bd hmlk (Y. Sasson Collection, Jerusalem) = Gedaliah son of 
Pashhur, minister of Zedekiah (Jer. 38: 1 ff. ) or Gedaliah, son of Ahiqam, the Judahite 

359 Another possible equation is that of Elishama° (No. 2, WSS 408) with a likenamed royal scribe at the court 
of Jehoiakim (Jet. 36: 1.12.30-21). Concerning other high ranking officials and royal kinsmen within the same 
hoard see: nos. 1-2 (Adoniyahu, -s -r `Ihbyt), 7 (Neriyahu bn hmlk), no. 10 "Governor of the City" (sr hr). Of 
interest is also the fragmentary bulla from the same hoard, no. 199, which has been identified as the bulla with 
the seal impression of king Hezekiah: e. g. R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, pp. 41-42.204; idem, "Lasting 
Impressions", BAR 28: 4 (2002), pp. 43-46. If the equation is justified and if all the bullae belong to one single 
hoard, then it must be assumed that they derive from an archive which had been in use over an extended period 
of time, i. e. from, ca. 700-590 B. C. 
360 The nos. here correspond to the ones given by N. Avigad, Hebrew Bullae. 
361 P. K. McCarter, "The Bulla of Nathan-melech, the Servant of the King", pp. 142-153; idem: "Biblical 
Detective Work Identifies the Eunuch", BAR 28: 2 (2002), pp. 46-48.61. 
362 See: R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, no. 9. 
363 Whether the translation eunuch is right or wrong has been studied independently by a number of scholars. 
For a good summary of this see: N. Fox, In the Service of the King, pp. 196-203. As she has argued cogently, 
the word saris seems foreign and some of these men may well have been foreigners themselves, e. g. the 
Nubian Ebed-Melek in the service of king Zedekiah (Jer. 38: 7). The same may or may not be true for Nethan- 
Melek. Interestingly, both their names may be non-Israelite/Judahite. On the basis of foreign parallels - e. g. 
from Assyria - it seems attractive to accept Fox's conclusion that the term refers to a "class or type of 
functionary rather than denoting a specific office. " (p. 202). This has parallels in contemporary Assyria, where 
the title refers to different kinds of officials, a) grut reli to "senior officials and army officers", governors, palace 
major-domo and herald, b) rab Ia reli as military leaders of the Assyrian army - p. 201. Also: R. S. Hess, 
Amarna Personal Names, p. 16. If this conclusion is valid, then saris Nethan-Melek may well have served in 
the office of Minister over the Palace ('aler `a/ habayit), i. e. if indeed it is accepted that "Nethan" is an 
abbreviation of Nathan-Melek. The more general `honorif title' `ebed hammelek could then refer to both 
functions within the court without a doubt. 
364 Y. Avishur & M. Heltzer, Studies on the Royal Administration, p. 126. See also: L. Mykytiuk, Ident y"ying 
Biblical Persons, p. 230 [Appendix Bj. P. K. McCarter, ibid. 
365 P. K. McCarter, ibid. 
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governor - ca. 590 B. C. (2Kgs. 25: 22, Jer. 40: 5ff. ) = gdlyhw'sr CIhbyt (WSS 405), 366 As 

was suggested above (above 2.1.4 b), it does not matter much which of the two biblical 

Gedaliahs (meaning: "Yahweh is great") is referred to, as both were active during the 
latter days of the Judahite monarchy period and as both men could be designated ̀bd 

hmlk without a doubt (also see: Appendix A). 

3. no. 8/WSS 414 yrhm'l bn hmlk (Y. Sasson Collection, Jerusalem) = Jerahme'el "son of 

the king", police officer at the court of king Jehoiakim - ca. 605 B. C. (Jer. 36: 1.26) 367 

Although again the equation with the biblical Jerahme'el (meaning: "God will have 

compassion") can not be proved beyond doubt, extreme rarity of the name as well as the 

palaeography support it. L. Mykytiuk considers it "Virtually certain" on the condition 
that the bulla is of course genuine. 368 

4. no. 9/WSS 4 17 brkyhw bn nryhw hspr (I. M. 76.22.2299) = Baruch the son of Neriyah(u), 

the personal scribe of Jeremiah - ca. 605 B. C. and later (Jer. 36: 4ff. ). 369 While the 
diagnostic pegs he and waw portray intermediate nondistinctive traits (but note that the he 

in the upper and middle registers have a very pronounced bar intersecting the vertical 
shaft on the right), nun is of the nondeveloped/nondistinctive type and samek is 
developed, but nondistinctive. An approximate attribution to the 70i cent. B. C. seems 
therefore very likely. More importantly, the virtual match of names (hypocoristica are 
frequent in the Israelite/Judahite onomasticon) + title, make the identification indeed 

probable. 370 As Baruch appears to have had access to the temple and palace compounds 
(Jer. 36: 10-14), and as his brother Seraiah was a royal quartermaster of king Zedekiah in 
593 B. C. (Jer. 51: 59), the frequent assumption that Baruch may have started his career as 
an official scribe, seems likely. 37' 

Several of the "Burned Archive" bullae, therefore, seem to belong to the time around 600 
B. C. and if it is genuine, there is good reason to believe that the unprovenanced seal 

366 See e. g. N. Avigad, Hebrew Bullae, p. 25. For detailed references see: P. G. van der Veen, "Beschriftete 
Siegel", pp. 114-135. 
367 e. g. N. Avigad, idem, pp. 27-28; idem, "Baruch the Scribe and Jerahmeel the King's Son" pp. 52-56; 
Avishur and Heltzer, Studies on the Royal Adminstration, pp. 66.74; N. Fox, In the Service of the King, p. 50. 
T. Schneider, "Six Biblical Signatures", pp. 31-32. Note that a seal with the same inscription (though different 
palaeography) belongs to the private collection of Mr. S. Moussaieff- Deutsch & Lemaire, BPPS, no. 186, but 
this seal is believed by the authors to be of Moabite origin see. p. 193. 
368 L. Mykytiuk, Ident(ng Biblical Persons, pp. 191 ff. and Appendix B [p. 232]. 
369 *e. g. N. Avigad, idem, pp. 28-29; idem, "Baruch the Scribe and Jerahmeel the King's Son" pp. 52-56; idem 
at al, West Semitic Seals, no. 20 pp. 32-34; T. Schneider, "Six Biblical Signatures", pp 27ff. 
370 For a full discussion see: L. Mykytiuk, Identifying Biblical Persons, pp. 188ff. and Appendix B p. 232. 
371 See N. Avigad, Hebrew Bullae, pp. 130; Avishur & Heltzer, Studies on the Royal Administration, p. 147 etc. 
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impression of Ge'alyahu bn hmlk (which is also part of the same hoard) also belongs to 

approximately the same time, as seems supported by its mid to late 7th cent. B. C. aleph, 

nun and he letter forms. Also the trunkless palmette is typical of the late Judahite monarchy 

period, as many examples show. 372 In fact it is evident from this author's close examination 

of Hebrew (Judahite) seals and bullae that the trunkless palmette is especially common on 

those which allow an approximately attribution by means of palaeographic analysis to the 

relevant period of Iron Age IIC, i. e. ca. 650-590 B. C 373 

We therefore have two bullae with the same, but relatively rare, name (Ge'alyahu) and title 
(bn hmlk), both dated palaeographically to the late 7d' century B. C. This date is further 

substantiated by: 

a) the possible identification of several biblical royal officials, who served at the courts of 
kings Josiah (Nathan-melek, Baruch? ), Jehoiakim (Jerahme'el) and Zedekiah (Gedaliah) 

ca. 630-590 B. C., 

b) the term bn hmlk, which is predominantly found on 7th cent. B. C. seals/bullae from both 

Judah and Jordan, after which it went out of use with the advent of both Neo-Babylonian 

and Persian hegemonies. 

That the Beth-Zur bulla had originally belonged to level III, and not to an earlier stratum at 
Beth-Zur, is evident, as the palaeography of both Ge'alyahu bullae is strongly reminiscent 

of the City of David Str. 10 and Lachish Str. II hoards and dissimilar when compared with 
the letter types found on seals and seal impressions belonging to the earlier Lachish Str. III 
horizon. 

In summary, therefore, there is adequate evidence to support the thesis that the Beth-Zur 
bulla had originally belonged to Stratum III on the one hand, and to the mid to late 7th cent. 
B. C. on the other. The date of Beth-Zur Str. III to ca. 650-586 B. C. is therefore clearly 

supported by this epigraphic evidence. 

'n From the same archive: nos. 14.47A+B. 58.75A+B. 129 A+B - see concluding remarks by Avigad, Hebrew 
Bullae, p. 118; according to B. Sass, "The Pre-Exilic Hebrew Seals", p. 208. 
"' E. g. from the "Burnt Archive" see: no. 141WSS 433 - he and mem; no. 47/WSS 483 - he; no. 129/WSS 584 - 
aleph, stem; no. 75/WSS 526 - nun. Others e. g. WSS 119 he, lamed mem, nun, samek, WSS 231 - he, lamed 
mem, nun(? ) etc. 
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Burned Archive 

I 

Ge'alyahu hn hmlk 
C Courtesy of the Israel-Museum 

j n"== [Vj IVIt IM1 Nathan-Melek, 
Eunuch of Josiah (2Kgs 23: 11) 

Hebrew text 
"ýmm j/: 1r', Ka, 

Proposed Identification 
Ge'alyahu bn hmlk 
From: Beth-Zur 
ca. 600 B. C. 

Burned Archive Hebrew text Proposed Identification 

ca. bLD m.:. 

Natan 'sr ̀ lbyt 
(after: Avigad, Hebrew Bullae, 

A3 

Burned Archive 

Gedalyahu `bd hmlk 
(after. Aviga(L Hebrew Bullae, 

A 5) 

Burned Archive 

T ýýyý 
Jerahme'eI bn hm/k 

(after: Avigad. Hebrew Bullae, 
A 8) 

Burned Archive 

Berekyahu, bn Neriyahu, hspr 
(Line drawing by this author) 

Hebrew text 

`jý r7 -iw iI -735 

Hebrew text 

r]i In Ltt]R1r 

Hebrew text 

-marm irv p 1r»th 

Proposed Identification 
Gedalyahu, bn Pashhur 
(Jer. 38: 1 ff. )/or 
Gedalyahu, bn Ahiqam 
(2Kgs 25: 22) 
ca. 590 B. C 

Proposed Identification 
Jerahme'el bn hmlk 
(Jer. 36: 1ff. ) 
ca. 605 B. C. 

Proposed Identification 
Baruch, bn Neriah 
the scribe 
(Jer. 36: 4ff. ) 
ca. 605 B. C. 

Fig. 27. Relevant bullae from the "Burned Archive" showing which seal owners may be identical with known 
biblical persons from the period between 650-586 B. C. 
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2.3 Shebanyahu bebd hmlk (from Tel ed-Duweir/Lachish) 

2.3.1 The Catalogue 

Photo/Drawing: 

Fig. 28. Shebanyahu bulla (O Courtesy of Israel Museum); line-drawing by the author. 
Inscription: 

ýýý99w ýýýý 
Fig. 29. Ancient Hebrew Script: 
Square Hebrew Script: '1'07'T 

.. 
/1,11=0 

Transliteration : ibnyhw 
... 

hm/k 
Translation: "Belonging to Sebanyahu [son/servant of] the King" 
Palaeographic Traits: 
Diagnostic pegs: he and nun reveal strong 7th- early 6'h cent. B. C. traits. The date is substantiated by 
similar Hebrew letters found on similarly datable Iron Age IIC bullae, as well as on a number of 
unprovenanced seals and bullae, which seal owners may possibly be identified with historical 
characters known from the days of the prophet Jeremiah ca. 600 B. C. 
Icon. Details: Single border line ? and papyrus plant field divider? 
Object: Bulla ca. 10x9 mm. Partly broken. 
Proposed Date: Late 7t' cent. B. C. 
Str. Details: Lachish Str. 11 - Locus 3- store room. 
Origin: Lachish 
Pres. Location: IAA 68-252/5. 
Prop. Identity: Unknown member of the Royal Family toward the end of the Judahite Monarchy. 
Lit. e. g WSS 416; Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, p. 21 PI. 20 5A; Renz/Rtlllig, HAE 11/2, p. 383 no. 21.13. 

2.3.2 The Palaeography 

Fig. 30 diagnostic he in top and bottom register 
p 

Evidence of a late 7`h cent. B. C. date for this bulla is provided by the diagnostic features of 
he both in the top and bottom registers. Although the bulla is not very well preserved (as is 

unfortunately the case with most of the Lachish bullae from the same hoard), one can 
recognize clearly that the upper horizontal bar intersecting the vertical shaft on the right is 
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well pronounced. Both times the vertical shaft also intersects the horizontal bar, if only to a 

minor extent (see especially the he in the upper register). The horizontal bars of he in the 

lower register, are irregularly spaced and unparallel and the lowest bar curves slightly 

upward on the left. 374 Good late 7`h - early 60' cent. B. C. examples of this type have been 

listed above in this chapter, some of which are firmly dated by their stratigraphical context 

(e. g. the City of David bullae). 

jr., rrjyý' 
Fig. 31 diagnostic nun in top register 

nun 
Another clear diagnostic palaeographic peg is the nun in the upper register. nun conforms to 

the so-called "developed distinctive" late 7`h cent. type according to A. G. Vaughn's 

palaeographic study. 375 Personal examination by this author of the relevant bulla has 

confirmed that the left vertical stroke extends downward beyond the horizontal bar. 

Stratified samples of this distinctive type have been listed in previous tables within the 

current study. 

2.3.3 The Iconography 

ýýý 

Fig. 32 Biconcave field divider 

The seal impression of Shebanyahu appears to have a single border line. 376 Due to its 

fragmentary nature, the field divider is not fully preserved and it is therefore difficult to 

discern, which type is represented here. Based on personal examination by this author, it 

does seem reasonable however, to suggest that the original bulla contained a biconcave field 

divider with double or triple lines, possibly terminating in a lotus flower bud motif. 

Although only two stratified bullae with this type of field divider are currently known, both 

belong to Stratum 10 (Area G) of the City of David hoard, and hence their historical context 

is firmly linked to the late 7`h- early 6`h cent. B. C., as has been noted above. 377 

374 The bulla was examined by the author during several visits to the Israel Museum (Sept. 2003 - Aug. 2004). 
375 Again for examples quoted earlier in this chapter see e. g. p. 3. 
376 See e. g. N. Avigad/B. Sass WSS 416 p. 175; J. Renz and W. Rollig HAE 1112, p. 383 no. 21.13 
377 Nonstratified samples are far more numerous. Among the earliest attested are e. g. WSS 130 (Clark 
Collection no. 107 - allegedly from the City of David) - concave double line field divider terminating in 
pomegranates (Renz/R6llig HAE 11/2 E3); WSS 164 (IAA J. 896 - allegedly from Solomon's Pools) - concave 
double line field divider with triangles and terminating in dots (variation of Renz/RÖllig HAE 11/2 F2). But also 
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Site Stratum - Location Cat. No. Seal Inscription Concave field 

City of David Str. 10 - Area GB 36 rruý 
wrýn 

City of David Str. 10 -Area GB 40 [1Zpnzý 

[ IV 72 
Table 17b Examples of biconcave field diviers from the City of David - Str. 10. 

divider - term. in 
lotus flowers 

ýý 

The type portrayed on "City of David" B 36 appears to resemble most closely the one on the 
Shebanyahu bulla. As will be shown below, the stratigraphical context of the Shebanyahu 

bulla is archaeologically contemporaneous with both City of David specimens (B 36 + 40) 

listed here. 

2.3.4 The Stratigraphy 

a) Archaeological History - an overview of the late Iron Age levels 

The impressive site of Tel Lachish (mod. Tel ed-Duweir) is situated midway between Gaza 

and Jerusalem. 378 It was excavated by the British Wellcome-Marston expedition, directed 

by J. L. Starkey between 1932-1938.379 In 1966-1968 Israeli archaeologist Y. Aharoni 

(Hebrew University of Jerusalem) excavated in the area known as that of the so-called 
"Solar Shrine" (for more details of the area excavated by Aharoni - see below). 380 Between 

1973-1994 the site was reexcavated on large scale under the lead of D. Ussishkin of Tel 

Aviv University. 381 Despite the earlier suggestion by C. R. Conder in 1878 that ancient 
Lachish was to be found at Tel el-Hesi (followed by its excavator Sir W. Flinders-Petrie), 

W. F. Albright proposed to equate Lachish with Tel ed-Duweir in 1929, an equation which 

most scholars today accept. Ancient Lachish was an important city-state during both the 
Middle Bronze and Late Bronze Ages, and its dominant size and impressive fortications 

during Iron Age II suggest the important role it played during most of the Judahite 

see examples from the so-called "Burned Archive" published by N. Avigad, e. g. WSS 495 (A 57) - simple 
concave double line field divider (J. Renz and W. Röllig HAE 11/2 - Fl); WSS 519 (A 70), concave triple field 
divider terminating in something which is unfortunately no longer identifiable (cf. Renz/Röllig HAE 11/2 - F5); 
WSS 597 (A 136) - concave double line field divider with geometric design of 2 vertical cross bars +I 
horizontal line on both ends. 
378 For helpful brief summaries on the general history and archaeology of Tel ed-Duweir/Lachish, see e. g.: D. 
Ussishkin, "Lachish", in: NEAEHL, Vol. 3, pp. 897-911; idem, "Lachish", New Oxford Enc., Vol. 3, pp. 317- 
323. 
379 The published results of the British Excavations were completed by O. Tufnell. See: O. Tufnell et al., 
Lachish IL" The Fosse Temple, London, 1940; O. Tufnell, Lachish III: The Iron Age, London, 1953; O. Tufnell 
et al., Lachish IV: The Bronze Age, London, 1958. 
38° The final results were published by Y. Aharoni in: Y. Aharoni (ed. ), Investigations at Lachish: The 
Sanctuary and the Residency (=Lachish V), Tel Aviv, 1975. 
3ßl The final results of the Tel Aviv excavations have just been published: D. Ussishkin (ed. ), The Renewed 
Archaeological Excavations at Lachish (1973-1994), Tel Aviv, 2004. 

82 



monarchy period. During Iron Age IIA, the site had been resettled (Str. V) after a period of 

abandonment since the end of the Late Bronze Age, but was only fortified in Str. IV (Iron 

Age IIB), sometime during the 9th cent. B. C. After its destruction (due to earthquae activity 

at the time of king Uzziah? - mid 8th cent. B. C. ), the site was rebuilt and refortified (Str. III) 

on the foundations of the former city. Str. III was destroyed during a major siege battle and 

the famous siege ramp built against its SW defensive walls has been attributed by Ussishkin 

to king Sennacherib of Assyria, who, according to his own war reliefs from Nineveh, claims 

to have taken the city of Lachish during a major assault in 701 B. C. (also see: 2Kgs. 

18: 13ff. ). 382 The pottery assemblage of Lachish Str. III has become the basis for dating 

contemporary late 8t' century sites in the same way as its successor, Str. II, has become the 

benchmark for dating the terminal phase of Iron Age II (for more comments see below). 

The famous destruction of Lachish Str. III was probably succeeded by an occupational gap 

of ca. 50 years. Such a hiatus appears also to be substantiated by the distinct differences of 

pottery styles represented in Strata III and II and the lack of intermediary pottery groups 

attested at other early 7th cent. B. C. sites. 383 The beginning of Str. II is currently dated by 

most scholars to the early years of king Josiah (ca. 630 B. C. ). Str. II revealed a fortified city 

built on a smaller and poorer scale than its Str. III predecessor, while many parts of Str. III 

were not rebuilt (including the palace fort). 384 Large sections of the rectangular Str. II outer 

gate complex in Area G on the western side of the Tel were built atop the previous Str. IV- 

III gate system, whereas some parts (e. g. the inner gate complex with its brick towers) of 

the preceding fortifications were renovated 385 A spacious paved courtyard was situated in 

382 For a critique of this attribution see: P. J. James et al., Centuries of Darkness, pp. 176ff., who suggest that 
Lachish Str. III was actually destroyed by the Babylonians in 587 B. C. Similar views have been expressed by: 
J. J. Bimson, "Iron Age Palestine: A Need for Chronological Revision", JACF 8 (1999), p. 62 and R. M. Porter, 
"The Iron Age and the New Chronology", JACF 8 (1999), pp. 73-74. Sennacherib's city is alternatively 
identified with Str. IV. 
383 See e. g. D. Ussishkin, "Excavations at Tel Lachish 1978-1983: Second Preliminary Report", TA 10 (1983), 
pp. 133f. In contrast to previous suggestions to the contrary (e. g. D. Ussishkin, TA 4 (1977), p. 51; idem, TA 5 
(1978), pp. 64f. ), Ussishkin argues that "no organized settlement existed on the mound at that time. " With the 
exception of the enigmatic "narrow brick wall" in Locus 4021, almost all material evidence of an apparent 
intermediate stage in the inner Str. III gatehouse were found to be covered by destruction debris of Str. III. This 
view, however, is not shared by I. Eshel, whose arguments on "... an intensive intermediate stage between 
levels Ill and 11 ... 

" have been discussed in his hitherto unpublished PhD thesis (in Hebrew) submitted at Tel 
Aviv University in 1987. Eshel schematizes his proposed "new four part stratigraphical, chronological and 
morphological division" in I. Eshel and K. Prag, Excavations by K. M. Kenyon in Jerusalem, Vol. IV, p. 63: 
Level 3 destroyed in 701 B. C., Level 2/c squatter occupation by foreign army(? ) atop the ruined gate, Level 2/b 
an unfortified Judahite town with domestic building (throughout the reign of Manasseh? ), 2/a the fortified final 
city destroyed in 588/586 B. C. Although Eshel's suggestion was noted in the preliminary report (TA 5, p. 64), a 
detailed analysis remains unpublished. Eshel's conclusions have been dismissed by his colleagues working at 
Lachish (D. Ussishkin, 0. Zimhoni and G. Barkay) - pers. communication with D. Ussishkin (April - 2004). 
The drastic differences between the Str. III and II pottery repertoires at Lachish also appear to suggest a sharp 
break as was originally noted by 0. Tufnell, Lachish III, pp. 53-58. This argument was later substantiated by 0. 
Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic Assemblages from Lachish III and II", pp. 211-262; Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, pp. 15ff. 
etc. 
384 E. g. D. Ussishkin, "Excavations at Tel Lachish 1973-1977", TA 5 (1978), p. 28; Aharoni, Lachish V, p. 42. 
ass Ussishkin, ibid, pp. 134f. 

83 



the center of the outer gate complex and was protected by rows of small city gate chambers. 
It has been suggested that public buildings or even the residential area of Str. II was located 

in this part of the city. Important ostraca referrring to increasing political tensions within the 

Judahite kingdom were uncovered in one of the rooms of the gate house (for more details 

also see: Appendix A). 

The Shebanyahu bulla, along with other seal impressions, was discovered during the 

summer of 1966 during a trial excavation led by the late Y. Aharoni. 386 While excavating 

the temple area (previously termed "the Solar Shrine" by the Wellcome-Marston 

expedition 387), Aharoni discovered underneath the remains of the Persian period temple 

couryard388 three Iron Age occupational levels. The upper two strata - which both showed 

evidence of severe destruction by fire - could be aligned by their rich ceramic evidence 

with Strata III and II in other parts of the Tel, excavated previously by the British 

expedition. Like elsewhere on the Tel, the Str. II walls were found to have been reused and 
incorporated and the street (in the eastern section of the excavated area) appeared to have 

maintained its preceding Str. III orientation. 389 Small rooms (at least some had been used for 

storage), dated to the Iron Age IIC period were uncovered to the south of this street. In one 

of these rooms (Locus 3) - with stone-lined granary pit - the excavators discovered rich 
finds including a vast amount of pottery, 6 inscribed Judahite shekel weights390, an ostracon 

(i. e. Lachish, ostr. no. 22) bearing what appears to be a distribution list with the names of 
local recipients391, as well as a juglet with 17 bullae392 (including the Shebanyahu bnfbd 

hmlk impression), of which unfortunately only seven are completely or partly legible 393 

386 For a full acount of the excavations led by Y. Aharoni see: Y. Aharoni, "Trial Excavation in the `Solar 
Shrine' at Lachish - Preliminary Report", IEJ 18 (1968), pp. 157-169; Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, 1975. 
387 See 0. Tufnell, et al, Lachish III, pp. 141-145. 
388 Aharoni dated the sanctuary to the Hellenistic period and the residency to the 7`h cent. B. C. and argued that 
it had been the seat of an Assyrian governor. D. Ussishkin as well as the new investigation of the evidence by 
A. Fantalkin & 0. Tal support the original identification by J. L. Starkey et al., that the residency is a Persian 
period construction - e. g. D. Ussishkin, "Excavations at Tel Lachish 1973-1977", TA 5 (1978), p. 42. 
89 Aharoni, Lachish V pp. 13.42 and P1.57-58. 

390 Two of 8 and four of 4 shekel weights were uncovered by Aharoni at Lachish. For a list of hieratic numeral 
+ shekel symbols found on these see: Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, pp. 19f. and Pl. 17. Another 1 shekel weight was 
discovered in another adjacent room (Locus 2), which has the name of its owner scratched on to its smooth 
base: "[Belonging to Nad]abyah. " See: ibid, p. 19 & Pl. 17: 4b. As has been discussed above (see discussion on 
the `Inscribed Judahite Weights' (JIW) uncovered at Beth-Zur 2.2.4 b), inscribed Judahite shekel weights of 
precisely the types found by Aharoni are found only in late 816 and predominantly in 7`h - early 6`" cent. B. C. 
stratified contexts (i. e. in late Iron Age IIB and C strata), both in Judah, Philistia and Edom. For an inscribed 
Judahite shekel weight discovered at Edomite Umm el-Biyara, see ch. 3 1.4 d) i. 
391 Although heavily distorted, the palaeography of Lachish ostracon no. 22 as well as its use of hieratic 
numerals is closely reminiscent of late 7th - early 6th cent. B. C. ostraca found e. g. at Tel Arad Str. VII and VI, 
Mesad Hashavyahu and several other late Iron Age IIC sites. A growing number of similar ostraca (both 
provenanced and unprovenanced) with name lists of recipients for the distribution of commodities (wheat or 
wine) including hieratic numerals are known to date, e. g. from Tel Arad - Str. VII (e. g. nos. 31.33.38?. 47 in 
HAE 1/1 pp. 290ff. ), Arad - Str. VI (e. g. nos. 25.30 - HAE I/1, pp. 393.397, Mesad Hashavyahu (HAE 1/1, pp. 
330f. ). For one of several unprovenanced samples see: R. Deutsch & M. Heltzer, New Epigraphic Evidence 
from the Biblical Period, no. (79)4, pp. 92-103. Several other examples from the S. Moussaieff Collection are 
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b) The Pottery 

The ceramic assemblages found at Lachish Str. II are crucial for understanding the Iron Age 

IIC pottery of Judah in general. Combined with historical sources (biblical and Neo- 

Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian documents), detailed comparative ceramic analyses made 

between Lachish Str. III and II and the contemporary levels at the "City of David", Str. 12 

and 10, as well as at other key sites, has according to Yigal Shiloh led to the establishment 

of: 
"a sound, up-to-date model. This model provides greatly improved standards for the 
dating and evaluation of finds from other Judean sites of the eighth to sixth centuries 
B. C. "394 

0. Lipschits' most recent evaluation of the late Iron Age IIC-III archaeology of Judah 

reiterates the same conclusion: 

"The distinction between the assemblages at Strata III and II at Lachish serves as a 

chronological and stratigraphic key. The characteristic pottery vessels of the strata 
belonging to the destruction level of Lachish II is familiar from other sites in Judah 

�395 

Detailed study of especially store jar assemblages from ("Store") Rooms 4084 and 4086, 

north-east of the outer gate complex at Lachish (i. e. on the western side of the mound) by 

late 0. Zimhoni396, as well as the more general studies of the Lachish Str. III and II ceramic 

currently being studied and published by M. Heide (pers. communication). The hieratic signs on Judahite 
ostraca are currently being studied in detail by Egyptologist Dr. Stefan Wimmer of Munich university (pers. 
communication). 
392 The palaeography of the bullae as well as their uniform aniconic character (personal names divided by 
simple dividing lines, geometrical and floral field dividers) are representative of the late 8`h and predominantly 
so of the late 7's - early 6th cent. B. C. Judahite stamp seal repertoire. The palaeography of several of these has 
been used in a number of palaeographic tables of this thesis to illustrate the characteristics of late 7`h cent. B. C. 
stylistic traits. For a full description of these and their use in late 7th cent. B. C. Judah see: e. g. J. Renz and W. 
Röllig, HAE I1/2, pp. 96-101; B. Sass, "The Pre-Exilic Hebrew Seals", esp. pp. 243-245. 
'93 Y. Aharoni, "Trial Excavation", pp. 164ff.; idem, Lachish V, pp. 13.19-25. pl. 17.20-22 etc. Also see Renz 
and R61lig, HAE 1/1, pp. 437-438. 
394 Y. Shiloh, "Judah and Jerusalem in the Eighth-Sixth Centuries B. C. E. ", AASOR 49 (1989), p. 97. Also see 
pp. 102 and 104. Also see: D. Ussishkin, "Lachish", in: NEAEHL, Vol. 3, p. 910. E. g. E. Stern, Archaeology of 
the Land of the Bible, p. 149. 
395 O. Lipschits, The Fall and Rise of Jerusalem, p. 238 (manuscript p. 238). 
396 O. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic Assemblages from Lachish Levels III and II", pp. 211-262. For a description of 
the rooms and their precise location see pp. 216f. Also idem, "The Pottery of Levels III and II", in: D. 
Ussishkin (ed. ), The Renewed Archaeological Excavations at Lachish, Vol. IV, pp. 1789-1899. 
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repertoires by earlier scholars such as 0. Tufnell and M. & Y. Aharoni, have indeed created 

a solid linch-pin for the study of Judahite Iron Age IIC pottery chronology. 397 

Almost all type fossils of Judahite Iron Age IIC pottery, as noted by M. and Y. Aharoni, are 

represented in Lachish Str. II and have been identified by the different Lachish expeditions: 

e. g. the small standardized folded rim bow1398, the open cooking pot (with "flaring ridged 

rim")399, and the closed cooking pot (with single ridge at the neck)400, the high-based 

Judahite oil lamp401, the water decanter (with cylindrical body)402, and the small "degenerate 

water decanter. "403 

Several specimens of these type fossils were also uncovered from the burned debris of 
Locus 3 and its near vicinity. Full descriptions of these vessels are given elsewhere (ch. 1: 

1.2.4,2.5.4). 

i. The "degenerate water decanter" (for ill. of this type - see below: 2.5.4 b) 

A typical specimen of this important Judahite "degenerate water decanter" juglet (type Dec 
60 at Lachish)404 - reg. No. 66/1 - was retrieved from the adjacent room (Locus 5). 05 This 
late Judahite fossil has a "narrow, elongated body and ridged neck from which the handle 

extends to the body. "« These juglets date to the very end of the Iron Age IIC period, 
during which they are found at different sites in Judah (see Tables: 6- above: ch. 1: 1.2.4 
b), and 20 - below: ch. 1: 2.5.4 b). Despite very few parallels from outside the region, it 

seems to be a true late Iron Age Judahite type fossil407 

397 O. Tufnell, Lachish III; M. Aharoni and Y. Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite Sites in the 8`h and 7th 
Centuries B. C. E. ", BASOR 224 (1976), pp. 73-90. 
392 E. g. O. Tufnell, Lachish III, Pl. 101: 626.627; D. Ussishkin (ed. ), ibid, p. 1885, Fig. 26.54: 4.11. For 
ssecimens from Y. Aharoni's excavations see below. 
3 D. Ussishkin (ed. ), ibid, p. 1885, Fig. 26.54: 6.14. 
400 e. g. O. Tufnell, Lachish III, Pl. 93: 458; D. Ussishkin (ed. ), ibid, p. 1884, Fig. 26.53: 5-6. 
'"' e. g. O. Tufnell, Lachish Ill, Pl. 83: 153; D. Ussishkin (ed. ), ibid, p. 1885, Fig. 26.54: 17, p. 1887, Fig. 
26.55: 18-20. 
402 e. g. O. Tufnell, Lachish III, PI. 87: 273-276 ; R. Amiran, Ancient Pottery of the Holy Land, p. 262, Photo 
259, Pl. 89: 1. D. Ussishkin (ed. ), ibid, pp. 1881.1884, Fig. 26.51: 1-5; Fig. 26.53: 1. 
403 e. g. O. Tufnell, Lachish 111, Pl. 87: 277.278; O. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic Assemblages" p. 254 and Fig. 
5: 33: 3,5.35: 1-7 etc. D. Ussishkin (ed. ), ibid, p. 1882, Fig. 26.52: 1-7. 
404 For this description of this peculiar late Iron Age IIC type of juglet, see: M. Aharoni & Y. Aharoni, "The 
Stratification of Judahite Sites in the 8 and 7th Centuries B. C. E. ", BASOR 224 (1976), p. 86. 
405 Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, Pl. 55 Dec 60. For the location of Locus 5 see Pl. 57. Also: P1.24: 12. 
406 This description is given by: L. Singer-Avitz, "Arad: The Iron Age Pottery Assemblages", TA 29: 1 (2002), 
9.7155 

M. Aharoni and Y. Aharoni, ibid, p. 86. Also O. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic Assemblages from Lachish Levels 
III and II", in O. Zimhoni, Studies in the Iron Age Pottery of Israel, pp. 254-256, figs. 5.33: 3 and 5.35: 1-7. Also 
see: R. Amiran, Ancient Pottery of the Holy Land, p. 262. 
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ii. Water decanter (for ill. of this type - see below: 2.5.4 b) 

Two tall Iron Age IIC decanters were retrieved from Locus 3 (Lachish type Dec 30) - Reg. 

Nos. 23/1 and 41/1.408 Unlike its squatter Iron Age IIB predecessor, the Iron Age IIC type is 

more elongated and "bag shaped. " The decanter is carinated at the angle where the shoulder 

joins the body. 409 It is attested at a great number of late Iron Age sites in Israel and Jordan - 

see Table 7- above: 1.2.4b). 

iii. Small "folded rim bowls" (for ill. of this type - see below: 2.5.4 b) 

Several specimens of small pinkish colour wheel-burnished folded rim bowls (ca. 15 cm 

diameter), with disk shaped/ring base (Lachish type B530), were found in Locus 3 410 It 

finds good parallels at contemporaneous sites, such as at Tel Goren Str. V, Tel Arad Str. 

VII-VI, Tel Masos (see Table 8 above and 21 below). 

iv. Rosette type store jars (for ill. of this type - see below: 2.5.4 b) 

Although not found immediately in Locus 3, but north of the W-E street at Locus 24 - these 
4 

representative late Iron Age IIC store jars deserve special attention here. " This store jar 

vessel (Lachish III: type 483412), classified by 0. Tufnell as successor type413 to the famous 

Imik store jars from Lachish Str. III (Lachish III: type 484), indeed continues its tradition 

and is made of a similar fabric. 414 But even the closest parallels at Lachish (Zimhoni's types 

IIB: 1-3) are more elongated and oval shaped than their predecessors and with their average 
41 Like one of the specimens found in Locus 24, many height of ca. 65 cm they are taller. 5 416 

408 Y. Aharoni, Lachish V Pl. 47 : 25-26. Other specimens were found nearby see Pl. 48: 12 (Locus 20), Pl. 
49: 5-6 (Locus 24), etc. 
409 M. & Y. Aharoni, ibid, p. 86; L. Singer-Avitz, TA 29: 1, p. 155. Also see: R. Amiran, Ancient Pottery of the 
Holy Land, pp. 259-262 and Photos 258-259. 
410 See Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, p. 15, PI. 47: 11-16. Also see: M. Aharoni & Y. Aharoni, ibid, p. 84, Fig 6: 1 
and pp. 85-86. 
411 Aharoni, Lachish V, p. 15 and P1.49: 13-15 
412 See O. Tufnell, Lachish III, P1.95: 483. 
413 This is also confirmed by the fact that it does not occur in the Lachish Str. III archaeological horizon and is 
strictly confined to the end of the Iron Age. One rosette store jar type uncoverd by Y. Aharoni in Str. III Locus 
63 (see: Lachish V Pl. 45: 14) must according to Zimhoni - along with some other vessels from this Locus - be 
reassigned to nearby Locus 62 of Str. II - see: Zimhoni, ibid, pp. 218.241. 
414 Only 2 handles of this type (from the City of David and from Tel Batash) have been neutron activation 
analyzed and were found to be made of the same composition - see: H. Mommsen et at, "The Provenience of 
the lmlk Jars", IEJ 34 (1984), pp. 106-107, Table 2: 111.191. 
415 Some 15 specimens + 23 rosette stamped handles were uncovered at Lachish during the different 
expeditions, but when compared to the great number of rosette store jars uncovered at other sites (e. g. at the 
City of David Locus 818 Area G- see below 2.5.4 b) this type cannot have been very common at late 7th cent. 
B. C. Lachish. 
416 Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, Pl. 47: 15. 
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of the late Judahite specimens have the typical rosette stamp seals impressed on their 

handles. As J. Cahill has argued, these occur only toward the end of the Iron Age IIC period 
in Judah - i. e. ca. 600 B. C. (see Table 23)417 

Different types of late Iron Age cooking pots were also unearthed. A "closed" cooking pot 

with single ridge (type CP 150), which can therefore be distinguished from its Iron Age JIB 

predecessor with straight rim and several ridges ("grooved neck"), was found in Locus 3 418 

"Open" cooking pots (with flaring ridged rim and made of thin metallic clay - type 100) are 

also represented in Locus 3 419 Several "high-footed" oil lamps, typical of late Iron Age II 

Judah (type L 70), were recovered from Locus 3 also. 420 Brief mention should also be made 

of a water decanter with straight - slightly flaring - sides (type Dec 80), which was 

retrieved from Locus 20, north of the West-East street, running north of Locus 3421 This 

type finds good parallels at contemporary late Iron Age sites in Transjordan, e. g. in the 

Ammonite tomb repository of Adoni-Nur (see: ch. 3 1.4 b i), or at the Edomite site of Umm 

el-Biyara (see: ch. 3 1.4. b ii)422 Lastly, we would like to mention the cylindrical juglet with 
horizontal ribbing in Locus 3 which contained the 17 bullae (type Jd 60). 423 Even though 

this is not strictly speaking a late Iron Age II type fossil, it is listed here especially because 

the same type was also found at the contemporary "House of the Bullae" in the City of 
David (Str. 10 - Area G), in which locus (Loc. 967424) two bullae were found which may 

refer to known historical characters from the time of the Prophet Jeremiah - ca. 600 B. C. 

(for further details see below: 2.4 and 2.5). This juglet therefore permits an important cross- 

match of Iron Age IIC sites by means of significant epigraphic evidence and hence is an 
important link for establishing absolute dates for the end of the Iron Age IIC period within 

the Kingdom of Judah. 

c) Evidence of Foreign Occupation/Destruction 

417 E. g. J. Cahill, "Rosette-Stamped Handles", Qedem 41 (2000), pp. 85-103 esp. 102-103.37 stamped jar 
handles belonging this type alone were uncovered at the City of David. For an overview of sites where these 
impressed store jars have been unearthed see p. 102, Fig. 16. Also: E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the 
Bible, pp. 176-178. 
418 For a full description and illustration of this type of cooking pot see the relevant section 1.2.4 b) and 2.5.4 
b). Specimens of the older Iron Age I113 continued to occur alongside the later types. For the vessel from Locus 
3 see: Aharoni, Lachish V, PI. 47: 21. 
419 Aharoni, Lachish V, P147: 19-20. 
020 Aharoni, Lachish V, Pl. 48: 2-4. 
421 Aharoni, Lachish V, Pl. 48: 13. See PI. 57 for Locus 20. 
422 For a list with parallels see: ch. 3 1.4. b ii. 
423 Aharoni, Lachish V p. 19 and Pl. 47: 27. 
424 For a photograph of the "House of the Bulla" specimen, see below. 
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As current evidence has it, Stratum II was destroyed only once. 25 Evidence of destruction 

at the end of Str. II was detected all over the site and was uncovered by the different 

archaeological expeditions. 426 According to D. Ussishkin, e. g. Rooms 4084 and 4086, near 
the inner gate, from which much pottery (especially storage jars) was retrieved, witnessed 
intensive conflagration: 

"The conflagration was so intense that some bricks in the wall of Room 4084 were 

completely baked. "427 

A flint sling-stone was "found stuck" in the outer base of the Str. II stone city wall (on the 
fringe of the mound) - uncovered in 1973 - and may be evidence of the Neo-Babylonian 

siege of the city. 428 

Y. Aharoni argues that the pottery vessels in Locus 3 had "stood either on shelfs or on the 
floor of the small room", and as a result of the final destruction of Str. II "they were 

scattered about and some had fallen into the [stone-lined granary] pit. r429 

Some ostraca uncovered by the British Expedition in 1935, in one of the southern rooms of 
the outer Gate complex, are generally believed to allude to imminent dangers pertaining to 

an invading (Babylonian) army prior to the Fall of the Judahite monarchy. Allusions to 
disagreement amongst the political factions at the Jerusalem palace (Letter No. VI), the 

dispatchment of one of the army commanders to Egypt (Letter No. III), are taken to refer to 

the tense political circumstances on the eve of the kingdom's demise, as reported in the 
books of the Old Testament (e. g. 2Kgs. 25, Jer. 38, Ezek. 17 etc. ). For more details also see: 
Appendix A 430 

425 e. g. D. Ussishkin in: "Excavations at Tel Lachish 1973-1977", TA 5 (1978), p. 136. E. g. although two 
building phases have been uncovered, the gate was destroyed only once. 
426 E. g. 0. Tufnell, Lachish III, pp. 95-98; Ussishkin, "Excavations at Tel Lachish 1973-1977", TA 5 (1978), p. 
66; 0. Zimhoni, Two Ceramic Assemblages from Lachish Levels III and 11, pp. 216-217. 
427 D. Ussishkin, "Excavations at Tel Lachish 1973-1977", TA 5 (1978), p. 66. 
429 Ussishkin, ibid, p. 54. 
029 Aharoni, Lachish V, p. 19. 
430 This interpretation is not shared by P. J. James et al., who, in line with their proposed date for Str. II (51' 
cent. B. C. ), suggest that the letters allude to political tensions at the time of Nehemiah: Centuries of Darkness, 
pp. 171-175. They argue that several key players referred to in the Letters, may instead be identified with 
characters from the time of Nehemiah, e. g. Tobiyahu, "the servant of the king" (Letter III), whom they seek to 
identify with Tobiyah, "the Servant" in Neh. 6: 17-19, Hoshayahu (Letter VI) with the likenamed Judaean 
leader in Neh. 12: 31C How ingenious their alternative interpretation may be, no patronymics of the alluded 
characters are reported and can therefore be used to substantiate their thesis. Several considerations concerning 
the letters as well as the overall results arrived at within this thesis, have convinced this author of the 
unreliability of their proposal. When taken as a whole, the conventional date (early 6'h cent. B. C. ) still seems to 
make better sense of the Letters. See also: Appendix A. A detailed analysis of the historical context of the 
Letters will be published by this author in a future article. 
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2.3.5 A Possible Identification 

a) The Title 

As the right edge of the lower register is broken off, we cannot be absolutely certain which 

title was borne by the seal owner. What is beyond doubt, however, is that Shebanyahu held 

a lofty position at the court, where he served his royal master. But can we possibly go one 

step further and tentatively reconstruct the missing title? 

This author has studied all corresponding examples of currently published bn/bt hmlk and 
`bd hmlk seals and bulla (both provenanced and unprovenanced431) from Israel and Jordan 

which: 

a) were carved widthwise, 
b) contain a simple field divider (simple lines or biconcave patterns with geometric and/or 

floral design), 

c) had the word son/daughter mentioned at the beginning of the lower second register. 432 

Other seals and bullae (both provenanced and unprovenanced) of men with titles (i. e. with 

the titles mentioned in the lower second register) were also studied 433 

Additionally and for the sake of comparison, all provenanced and unprovenanced seals and 
bullae from men and women (without title), but naming bn/bt/'st + patronymic in the lower 

register, featuring the same characteristics listed above (i. e. "a-c"), and belonging to the 

same palaeographic horizon (i. e. 7t-early 6th cent. B. C. ), were also examined. 434 

431 Due to the incertainty of their authenticity - unprovenanced pieces are considered less important than the 
fewer known provenanced ones. Notwithstanding, they cannot be left out of the discussion. Even then, 
unprovenanced pieces from before 1945 - prior to which the study of palaeography and iconography of seals 
was still in its infancy - must be trusted more than others, which have appeared on the market in recent years. It 
is in this sequence - if known - that these will be presented. Provenanced pieces are a) bn hmlk - WSS 412 
(Beth-Zur - Persian/Hellenistic cistern - also infra 2.2), b) cbd hmlk WSS 7 (Tell Safut - Jordan? ); WSS 1051 
(Tall al-Khalayfi - Fortified Settlement "IV"); pieces published before 1945 - `bd hmlk WSS 9 (1880). Relevant 
pieces from after 1945: cbd hmlk - WSS 6 (fairly flush). 409-411; Messages nos. 7-9; BPHB nos. 24-26.30-31; 
bn hmlk WSS 14.15 (the latter a forgery? ). 18.414.662; BPHB nos. 35; bt hmlk - Messages no. 14 (fairly flush). 
432 We, do also possess a variety of other seals and bullae with the same titles, which cannot be used for 
comparison: three register type with ornaments in upper, middle or lower register e. g. WSS 12,17; 30,57,84; 
or even the 2 register examples with bn hmik, which have the bet of bn starting at the end of the upper register, 
so as to provide additional space for the remaining inscription in the lower register e. g. WSS 19,415 etc. The 
same is true for seals, which are inscribed lengthwise e. g. WSS 8,11,13,28,31 etc. 
433 Provenanced: 'Jr `lhbyt: WSS 405. Unprovenanced: WSS 1.404; Messages no. 6; BPHB no. 36 (although it 
lacks a field divider), Ir hcb` - BPHB no. 7; 

, tr 
h'yr - Messages no. 11; BPHB nos. 39 (fairly flush). 40-41 

(probably flush - see line-drawing). n`r - WSS 26.863 (Ammonite); BPPS no. 25. 
4 Provenanc ed: WSS 35 (Jerusalem tomb). 70-71 (Tel Arad Str. VII - infra 1.2). 437 A+B. 440-441.447.463- 
464.467.469-470.503.508-511.541.586?. 595.626.636.643-44 (City of David - Str. 10). 498 (Lachish - Room 
1003). 524.530 A+B (fairly flush, lacks field dividers and has three registers). 577 (Lachish Str. II). 872 (fairly 
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This study has yielded the following results: unlike datable corresponding specimens from 

the 8th - early 7th centuries B. C. (identifiable by means of royal names and/or archaeological 
loci), some 239 of all relevant 265 provenanced and unprovenanced West Semitic stamp 
seals and bullae435 (i e. 90.19%) revealed a very consistent picture 436 As it seems, ancient 
Judahite engravers started the lower register more or less flush with the commencing 'T" of 
the upper register (i. e. carving from left to right - mirror wise - in order to obtain a correct 

- right to left - "bulla impression"). A number of examples which do not show this 

alignment were discovered in the recently published corpus of unprovenanced bullae from 

the private collection of J. Ch. Kaufinan from Antwerp. 37 Its publisher, R. Deutsch, has 

argued on the basis of a number of datable bullae from the reigns of kings Ahaz and 
Hezekiah (of Judah) and Hoshea (of Israel) - ca. 735-686 B. C. - that most of the items 

within the collection could stem from a common source, possibly a late 8th - early 7th cent. 
B. C. archive. 438 If this suggestion is warranted439, a good number of the items that show 

flush - somewhat crude script) (Tall al-Mazar - tomb 33). Unprovenanced: (before 1945): WSS 
41.130.139.152.165.265.278.290.299.308.352.866 (Kerak? ). 878.923.934.954. 
(Ammonite). 1053(Edomite). Unprovenanced(afterl945): WSS 6.38.42.54.56.75.89.90(forgery? ). 109.120.128 
(large bn somewhat large). 133.136.156-158 (only bet of bn flush). 174.176.177 (extremely crude - bet of 
inferred ben is flush). 195.205.216.228 (if bn is written). 237.241.268.295.305(post-exilic? ). 323.347.376(large 
bet). 379.380 (Face A). 395(damaged), 
426.430(reconstruction). 431(reconstruction). 436.438.442.444.456.476.479.481 A+B (bet of bn more or less 
flush, crude). 496.514 A+B. 516-17.533.535 A+B. 538.542.544 (fairly flush). 550 (fairly 
flush). 576.590(reconstruction). 591 A+B. 592.597.600A+B. 615.630(? crude). 662(relevant? ). 870.877.882.883.89 
3(underside). 903.904.912.913.915.918.919.922.926.941.946.947.953.955.957.958.966 (bet very large). 969 
(fairly flush). 984 (fairly flush). 986 (all Ammonite). 1071 (bet of bt fairly flush). 1074 (flush but crude). 1075 
(Hebrew-Aramic seal). BPPS 5 (8d' cent. B. C.?, without field divider). 7(same). 29.40.44.86.89.95.123.174 
(fairly flush but crude). 179.194. Messages 15 A+B. 22 (may not have contained 
1`). 24.34.42.43(? ). 49.50A. 52.55.56.60.63.72 (fairly flush, crude). 75.89. Shlomo 28 A+B. 32. BPHB 
65.74.85.88.118.140.143.144.153.154.156.167.185.201 A+B. 226.248.271.281.302.306.332(? ). 358.376.382. 
383.398 (fairly flush). 406 (? damaged). 412 (same). 
435 i 

. e. out of the entire known corpus from Israel (Northern and Southern Kingdom areas, Philistia) and Jordan 
(Ammon, Moab, Edom), i. e. some 2000 published items by Autumn 2003. This also includes all Aramaic, 
Phoenician etc. seals, which were skimmed through, but not usually included if they did not prove valid for the 
study of Judahite seals and bullae. 
436 The noted mismatches were - provenanced: WSS 427.515.518 (City of David - Str. 10, all crude); 
unprovenanced (before 1945): WSS 1138 (forgery? ). Unprovenanced (after 1945): WSS 235 (palaeogr. 
earlier? ). 318 (crude). 331.353 ("squeezed"? ). 408(? ). 513.525A+B. 614 ("squeezed"? ). 623 (first decipherable 
letter in 2nd register nun of bn? - crude); BPPS no. 132 (crude Aramaic). 186; BPHB nos. 25(? ). 84 A-D 
(/`"squeezed"? ). 186.193.260.340.384. 
437 See previous footnote for BPHB. 
438 Personal communication with R. Deutsch - July 2002. Also see e. g. BPHB pp. 11.193. 
439 Whether or not this is true, cannot be proved. Despite the arguments, which speak in favor of such theory 
(equations with historical characters and late 8'" cent. B. C. palaeographic traits), other arguments (possible 
identifications with historical characters from the late 7d'-early 6th cent. B. C. ) seem to contradict it. E. g. BPHB 
186 (of Yedayahu son of Meshullam) could be the same person as attested in the City of David Str. 10 hoard 
(WSS 515). Gedalyahu ̀bd hmlk (BPHB 24) could be Gedalyahu son of Ahigam (see: infra Appendix A), 
Yismael bn hmlk (BPHB 32) could be Gedaliah's assassin (infra idem), and Malkiyahu bn hmlk could be th e 
prince referred to in Jer. 38: 6, whereas BPHB 88 of Elyashib bn Ashyahu could be the likenamed commander 
of Tel Arad (WSS 70-72), just to name some possibilities. As at times more archaic traits were maintained by 
certain scribes, the argument of seemingly older palaeographic traits does not necessarily mean that they must 
be older. It is the palaeographic innovations that should primarily be used to establish terminus post quern 
dates. 
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non-alignment may not be valid for our present investigation, as they are earlier than our 

relevant samples from the late 7 h-early 6`h cent. B. C., i. e. the end of the Judahite Monarchy 

period. Indeed this author was able to spot at least some five bullae which were either 

already tentatively dated to the late 8th cent. B. C. because of possible identifications with 

biblical characters, or could be so dated on the basis of palaeographic traits detected by this 

author. 440 Leaving these aside would bring the number of non-aligned cases down to only 

21 out of 265, which then yields an overall result of ca. 92 % 441 For a detailed list and 

discussion of all aligned and non-aligned specimens - see: Appendix B. 

In order to illustrate the consistent picture of comparative material as described above, we 

have listed a few examples of carefully carved bn hm1k, ̀ bd hmlk (both provenanced and 

unprovenanced) and bn PN (only provenanced) types: 

Site Un/provenanced Cat. No. SeaUBulla 
Beth-Zur Citadel str. 11 WSS 412 

Inscription 

Jýirijm 
Tell Beit Mirsim? Unprovenanced WSS 414 ýK»R'r'ý 

JýM rip 

Tell Safut/Jordan ? Chance find WSS 7 r1'ýKu5 
(Judahite name) Jýni7i= 

Tall aI-Khalayfi Fortified settlement WSS 1051 ýIVOI7ý 
(Edom) "IV" Jýrzri= 

City of David Str. 10 -Area GB 17 1'Kwlý 
I'MMKjM 

City of David Str. 10 -Area GB 13 rT''17t7 
11D1M 

Table 18. Examples of seals and bullae with flush registers on the right (after: WSS and Y. Shoham, Qedem 41 

- Courtesy of D. T. Ariel). 

Hence, with this coherent picture in mind, it seems very likely that the word now missing 

was bn rather than `bd. To argue otherwise would be contrary to the rule of 7a'-early 6th 

cent. seals as stated above. Hence the following reconstruction appears most probable: 

°40 Identifications suggested: BPHB 28 (same as 29 - layout stylistically reminiscent of seals from the reigns of 
Ahaz and Hezekiah, e. g. BPHB 13.14.17-21; the script is late 8th cent. B. C. ). 84 (same as Messages no. 30 and 
2Kgs 18: 18? ). Palaeographic traits: BPHB 25 (see he and nun). 186 (dated palaeographically by Deutsch to the 
late 8t°-early 7`h cent. B. C., but same names occur at City of David Str. 10 - WSS 515). 260 (see mem and 
nun). 384 (lamed, nun and aleph; also stylistically the seal type has good parallels around 700). 
40' Taking into account that some other relevant items from the entire corpus may also be of earlier date or may 
be forgeries, the percentage of positive matches may be somewhat higher still. 
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Fig. 33. Shebanyahu bulla from Lachish with flush script (line-drawing by the author). 

The black vertical line added by the author shows that the lower (vertical) shaft as well as 

the upper horizontal bar intersecting the vertical shaft on the right of he (in the lower 

register) commence exactly flush with the right vertical shaft of bet (in the upper register). 
In accordance with the apparent engraver's rule, bet must have been flush with lamed, and 

nun with shin above it. 

Moreover, the reading of "bn" has also been suggested by other seal specialists, e. g. by N. 

Avigad442, G. Barkay443, as well as by scholars dealing with titles within the Judahite royal 

administration, most recently by N. Fox (with moderate reservations). 444 

i. bn hmlk 
As has been noted (see also 2.2.5 a) - Ge'alyahu bn hmlk), the title bn hmlk is securely 
linked to the end of the Iron Age IIC period and has therefore a crucial bearing on the 

absolute date of the terminal phase of Iron Age II in Judah. A prince or royal relative 
bearing a Yahwistic name element would make no sense within a later (e. g. Neo-Babylonan 

or Persian) historical context, i. e. after the demise of the Judahite monarchy in 586 B. C 445 

442 N. Avigad, "Titles and Symbols on Hebrew Seals", EI 15 (1981), p. 304 (Hebrew); 
443 G. Barkay, "A Bulla of Ishmael, the King's Son", BASOR 290-91 (1993), p. 111, n. 3. 
44° N. Fox, In the Service of the King, p. 51. Similarly see: I. Avishur & M. Heltzer, Studies on the Royal 
Administration, p. 68. The authors, however, seem to be somewhat more hesitant about the correct reading. R. 
Deutsch also expresses his doubts - but does not seem decided. Most recently: R. Deutsch, Biblical Persiod 
Hebrew Bullae, 2003, pp. 55 and 61. While he argues on p. 55 (no. 10) that there is room for 3 letters in the 
missing space, on p. 61 (no. 23) he still considers bn to be a possible reconstruction. 
445 Some scholars have argued that Gedaliah bn Ahiqam, who became governor of Judah in 586 B. C., may have 
been a monarch, even if he was not of Davidic descent. As has been argued above - 1.1.5 b) - this suggestion 
is probably untenable. Some scholars have likewise argued that the early Persian period Judaean rulers - both 
scions of the House of David - Sheshbazzar (called governor and prince - Ezra 1: 8; 5: 14) and Zerubbabel (also 
a governor - Hag. 1: 1,14; 2: 2 -a royal status for him is alluded to in Hag. 2: 23 and Zech. 6: 9-15) had enjoyed 
the semi-independent political status of vassal kings, like some Phoenician and Anatolian city states indeed 
had. E. g. F. Bianchi, "Le role de Zerobbabel et la dynastie davidique en Judde du VI` si8cle av. J. -C. ", Trans. 7 
(1994), pp. 153-164. For further literature on this position see: N. Na'aman, "Royal Vassals or Governors? On 
the Status of Shezbazzar and Zerubbabel in the Persian Empire", Henoch 22 (2000), pp. 35-37, n. 2-4.6-9. 
Although they were probably officially recognized by the Achaemenid kings as "governors", it does not seem 
likely that they were also official vassal kings. Judah's political status after the Fall of Jerusalem is not 
comparable with those Phoenician and Anatolian City states as N. Nä aman, ibid, pp. 35-44 has cogently 
argued. These dynasts instead descended from royal houses that had already been recognized by the Assyrians 
and Babylonians as vassal kingdoms or else had been conquered by the Persians in recent times: Na'aman 
further comments: "I do not know of any case in which a former Babylonian province gained independence and 
became a Persian vassal kingdom.... Judah was a former province of Babylonia, and its status did not change 
under the Persian empire. " (p. 42). Also: "In sum, the Babylonian policy in its buffer zone with Egypt was 
totally destructive for all the kingdoms in this area, including the Kingdom of Judah. " (p. 44) If this conclusion 
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ii. `bd hmlk 

If we were to accept the less likely reconstruction `bd hmlk, this would hardly alter our 

general conclusion, i. e. that the inscription on the Lachish Str. II bulla fits in best with a 
date prior to the Fall of the Judahite monarchy in 586 B. C. The title °bd hmlk seems not to 

have been employed by Persian state officials when signing their own official state 
documents as has been argued above (for detailed references see above: 1.1.5. a). 

b) The Personal Name 

The name Shebanyahu has been interpreted to mean "Turn, pray, 0 Yahweh! ", "Return, 0 

Yahweh! " or "Yahweh has drawn near" and is attested on an increasing number of 

provenanced and unprovenanced seals and bullae as well as in other West Semitic 

inscriptions . 
446 The name is also found in the Hebrew Bible (1Chron. 15: 24; Neh. 9: 4; 

12: 14). Its hypocoristicon - Shebna - is also attested both in West Semitic inscriptions as 

well as in the Bible, where it is borne by the "Minister of the Palace" of king Hezekiah's 

court (Isa. 22: 15ff. etc. ) 447 

Although the name is frequently attested on seals, bullae and jar handles from the late 8I'- 

early 6" cent. B. C., no Judahite royal prince or kinsman with the name of Shebanyahu is 

attested during this period in either the Hebrew Bible and/or Assyrian and Babylonian 

documents. 448 We do, however, possess an unprovenanced jar handle with the personal seal 
impression of a prince named "Shebanyahu bn hmlk". It is currently housed at the Reuben 

and Edith Hecht Museum of Haifa University (H-1787; WSS 662). 449 Although badly worn, 

is right, the royal ascriptions, especially to Zerubbabel, must be understood as Messianic expectations that God 
would soon restore the House of David, rather than as veritable reflections of their status within the Persian 
empire's bureaucracy. 
406 For extensive documentation as well as the meaning of the name in West Semitic inscriptions see: e. g. S. L. 
Gogel, A Grammar of Epigraphic Hebrew, p. 376. J. Renz & W. Rollig render "Yahwe hat sich genähert" 
(Yahweh has drawn near), see HAE 1112, p. 380ff. Also: R. Deutsch, Biblical Period Hebrew Bullae, pp. 429- 
30; WSS, pp. 533-34 etc. 
447 He may be one and the same as the likenamed Royal Scribe in 2Kgs. 18: 18. The name Shebna has 
alternatively been interpreted as a foreign name by Pere R. de Vaux - who suggested that Hezekiah's Minister 
of the Palace was a foreigner - probably an Egyptian - by birth: R. de Vaux, "Titres et fonctionnaires dgyptiens 
ä la cour de David et de Salomon", RB 48 (1939), p. 400. Indeed a name sbnw and sbnw sry is attested in the 
Egyptian onomasticon- see H. Ranke, Die ägyptische Personennamen, 1935, nos. 11-12. Although the growing 
number of the fuller version of the name - Shebanyahu - appears to support a Hebrew origin for this name, 
both the use of Egyptian as well as Egypto-Hebraic "Mischnamen" during the 8"'-7`h cent. B. C. in both Israel 
and Judah, show that no definite conclusion can be reached on the precise etymology of the name. 
448 The name is not found in any Biblical text relating to the period after Hezekiah's reign up to the Fall of 
Jerusalem in 586. B. C. For a good overview of names found in the Hebrew Bible and or the lack thereof as to 
the period under discussion see e. g.: R. Zadok, The Pre-Hellenistic Israelite Anthroponymy and 
Prosopography, pp. 255-261. 
449 WSS no. 662. Also: N. Avigad et al, West Semitic Seals, p. 102 no. 80. 
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its iconographic features (most likely a winged uraeus - see below) and its inscription in 

two registers, can be clearly detected (see fig. 34 a. and b. ): 

ý`/ 

Fig. 34a. Impression of Shebanyahu bn hmlk jar handle. 
(Courtesy of Mrs. 0. Rimon - 
R. & E. Hecht Museum - Haifa). 

Fig. 34b Jar handle with impression 
(Courtesy of Mrs. 0. Rimon - R. &. E. Hecht 
Museum - Haifa) 

N. Avigad dated the jar handle to the early 6th cent. B. C., but did not explain why. 450 May 

Avigad have had the Shebanyahu bulla from Lachish in mind? Did he wish to identify both 

individuals? J. Renz and W. Röllig have recently argued in favour of a 7th cent. B. C. date, 

but again they do not explain why. 451 Palaeographically, the inscription does not contain 

any obvious late 7th - early 6th centuries B. C. letter forms. Even if a mid- to late 7th cent. 

B. C. date cannot be completely ruled out (taking into account that the horizontal bars of he 

maybe somewhat irregularly spaced452 and that earlier letter forms continued to some extent 

alongside late 7th cent. B. C. forms453), he and nun are quite clearly reminiscent of traditional 

8th cent. B. C. forms. 454 G. Barkay and A. G. Vaughn have independently identified the jar 

handle as an "official seal store jar handle" of the so-called Lachish type 484 store jar, 

which they evidently date to the late 8th cent. B. C. 455 Both scholars believe this 

unprovenanced object to be genuine. Although they have studied Imlk and official seal jar 

handles very extensively and have been able to establish with conviction that most type 484 

450 N. Avigad et al., West Semitic Seals, p. 102 no. 80; also WSS no. 662. Also: N. Avigad, "Titles and Symbols 

on Hebrew Seals", EI 15 (1981), pp- 304-305, Pl. T] : 2. English summary p. 85*. 
451 J. Renz & W. Rollig, HAE 11/2, p. 384, no. 21.15. 
452 Whether or not this is really the case, cannot be clearly determined as the seal impression is not well 
preserved. Also the individual letters could have been somewhat blurred by the impression of the original seal 
into the soft clay. 
453 As a rule, late 7th cent. B. C. forms help establish a terminus post quem for the inscriptions in which they 
occur. The establishment of a terminus ad quem for older forms, which continued to be used to some extent, is, 
however, harder to determine. Noticeably the same "earlier forms" - especially of nun can still be seen on a 
few City of David Str. 10 bullae: e. g. City of David he B 7. Perhaps also see: Lachish Str. II WSS 577. For nun 
see City of David B 13.18.29/30.31. 
454 he does not really contain the irregular horizontal bars, while the upper horizontal bar does not intersect the 
vertical shaft to the right. nun still has the traditional V-shaped head so widely attested during the late 8th cent. 
B. C. and regularly found on the lmlk and official seal jar handles from the Lachish Stratum III archaeological 
horizon. 
455 G. Barkay, "A Bulla of Ishmael, the King's Son", p. 111 n. 4; A. Vaughn, The Chronicler's Account of 
Hezekiah, pp. 168-171. Also see: L. Mykytiuk, Identifying Biblical Persons, Appendix B, pp. 224, and n. 48. 
N. Fox, In the Service of the King, pp. 51f. 
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jar handles belonged originally to the so-called Lachish Stratum III archaeological horizon, 

we must keep in mind that no petrographic analysis of this jar handle has been undertaken. 
We therefore cannot be absolutely certain that their attribution is sound 456 As some lmlk 

jars (evidently those with the 2-winged sun disk symbol) continued in use after 700 B. C. 

(i. e. apparently as late as the reign of king Josiah [640-609 B. C. ]457), a date within the first 

three quarters of the 7thcent. B. C. cannot be ruled out. 

A date anywhere between 750 and 630 B. C. (perhaps as late as 625 B. C. ) is also 

substantiated by the common use of Egyptianizing icons (the Shebanyahu handle probably 
depicts a 4-winged uraeus458) during this period 459 Even though Egyptianizing or Egypto- 

Phoenicianizing symbols were widespread during the 8th cent. B. C. (both in the Northern 

and Southern kingdoms of Israel460), a mix of varied foreign elements is attested during the 
7th cent. B. C. as consequence of the Pax assyriaca culture, which influenced Judah and its 

political neighbours (also compare the description of the religious situation in Judah in 

2Kgs. 23: 1 ff ). 461 Moreover, a renewed increase of Egyptian imports (e. g. amulets) as well 

456 Also see N. Fox, ibid, p. 51. 
4" E. g. see E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 174ff. Important references are made to 2- 
winged Imlk jar handle impressions and complete 484 storejars from late 7`" to early 6th cent. B. C. sites such as 
the one period site of Horvat Shilha; Tel Goren/En-Gedi Stratum V- for a detailed discussion of one of these 
as well as the a more detailed discussion of the occurrence of 7" cent. B. C. Imlk jar handles see below: 
Excursus I. Also: Na'aman, "An Assyrian Residence at Ramat Rahel? ", TA 28 (2001), pp. 270f.; G. L. Kelm & 
A. Mazar, Timnah, pp. 164-169. 
458 As the impression is blurred, it could have been a 4-winged scarab beetle also, but by comparison with 4 
official seal jar handles belonging to "Samek (the son of) Sepanyahu" (WSS 689 A-E), the depiction of the 
winged uraeus seems to make better sense. For detailed discussions on the use of the winged uraeus symbols 
and their theological significance during the 8'" cent. B. C. in Israel and Judah, see: O. Keel & Chr. Uehlinger, 
GGG, pp. 311-314 

. Also see: B. Sass, "The Pre-Exilic Hebrew Seals: Iconism vs. Aniconism", in: B. Sass & 
Chr. Uehlinger (eds. ), Studies in the Iconography, pp. 213-217. There are also several examples of this 
iconography on unprovenanced seals and bullae from the late 8'"-7'h centuries B. C.: e. g. WSS 5 (reign of king 
Ahaz). 11 (possibly from the mid 7'" cent. B. C. ). 29 (prior to the 733 B. C. destruction of Dor? ), R. Deutsch, 
BPHB, e. g. nos. l Oa-b. 22.33a-b. 34.60a+b. 87.98a-b. 107. 
459 For a detailed discussion on Egyptianized/Phoenicianizing symbolism during the 8`" - 7"' cent. B. C. see: 
Keel & Uehlinger, GGG, pp. 282ff. Whether or not - as seems attractive - foreign religious iconography 
ceased to a large extent with the advent of Josiah's reforms, cannot be proved, as this phenomenon seems to 
have been more widespread than Judah. For more details see: B. Sass, ibid, p. 245. Nonetheless, the progress of 
aniconism within Judah must also be explained and may be related to the Josianic reforms, which must have 
had an impact on Judahite culture (especially amongst he upper class) as Sass also admits. Also see: Chr. 
Uehlinger, "Seals, Iconography, and Syro-Palestinian Religions", pp. 287f. Also: Keel & Uehlinger, GGG, 
L205 pp. 406ff. 

, 
§208, pp. 413f. 

On the use of Egyptianizing/Phoenicianizing symbols see: O. Keel and Chr. Uehlinger, GGG, pp. 282ff. 
4e' See O. Keel & Chr. Uehlinger, GGG, p. 327: "Daß sich laut 2 Kön 23 in spätassyrischer Zeit ... in 
Jerusalem ein buntes Sammelsurium autochthoner and fremder Kulte aramäischer, phÖnizisch-kanaaniiischer, 
ammonitischer and moabitischer Herkunft gefunden haben soll, erscheint angesichts der skizzierten politischen 
and kulturellen Situation durchaus plausibel. " For examples of mixed religious icons from a variety of cultural 
backgrounds found on single items see e. g. a stamp seal impression on a cuneiform tablet from Gezer (dated to 
the year 651 B. C. ) with Assyrian/Aramaic sundisk and Egyptian cankh; cylinder seals such as the one found at 
Tel Jemmeh with Neo-Assyrian moon standard, spade or tree, Egyptian uraeus, or the Phoenican scarab from 
7'" cent. B. C. Lachish with dea nutrix and winged sun disk: e. g. Keel & Uehlinger, GGG, p. 338 (Fig. 293b) + 
§ 174 (pp. 340f), 339 (Fig. 295b), p. 377 + Fig. 323, §203 pp. 403ff. (including winged scarab and uraeus 
symbols on Judahite provenanced and unprovenanced bullae from ca. 600 B. C. ) - Figs. 341a+b. Also: B. 
Brandl, "Bullae with Figurative Decoration", Qedem 41,2000, pp. 58-74. 
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as the adoption of Egyptian symbols toward the end of the 7th cent. B. C. (in the coastal 

region, Judah and east of the Jordan) - possibly due to the resurgence of Egyptian control 

over the sea-ports and trade routes in the wake of the waning Neo-Assyrian power in the 

Levant - shows that Egyptian religious influence did not stop even with Josiah's religious 

reforms. 462 

In line with his late 8th cent. B. C. date for the jar handle, A. G. Vaughn has tentatively 

suggested an equation with another likenamed individual mentioned on other official seal 

impressions of the type 484 store jars from the Lachish Stratum III archaeological horizon, 

i. e. with 11'2MV the son of 171' ITV. 463 In the light of the unprovenanced jar handle - which 

identifies Shebanyahu as a `j'? T 12 - Vaughn tentatively suggests that Azaryahu could be 

one and the same as king Uzziah (792-740 B. C 464), who is also known by his second name 

Azariah (2Kgs. 15: 1.; 2Chron. 26: 1)465 Naturally such an equation is possible - noting that 

royal sons sometimes did not refer to their fathers as "king. "466 As, however, the name 

Azaryahu is very common in the Hebrew onomasticon467, and as the name Shebanyahu is 

also frequently attested in epigraphic sources, such an equation is speculative at best. 

As this is the case (and if the jar handle is genuine), one must realize that the jar handle may 

not belong to a son of king Uzziah/Azaryahu. Although also tentative, but still in keeping 

with the date range of the iconography and palaeography as suggested above, another 

option seems possible. An unprovenanced brown-greyish limestone seal at the Reuben and 
Edith Hecht Museum of Haifa University (H-1980) with a schematic representation of an 

'62 Potential material evidence pertaining to the resurgence of Egyptian control over Palestine during the 7th 
cent. B. C. see: e. g. Keel & Uehlinger, GGG, pp. 325.401ff.; D. S. Vanderhooft, The Neo-Babylonian Empire 
and Babylon in the Latter Prophets, 69-81; S. Gitin, "The Neo-Assyrian Empire and its Western Periphery", 
esp. pp. 101-103. 
463 See A. G. Vaughn, The Chronicler's Account (PhD), p. 221. Also see WSS 702-703. As was argued above - 
ch. 1: 1.2.5 -a prince did not necessarily have to refer to his royal father as "king. " We indeed do possess 
examples where this is the case: WSS 750 (provenanced) "Belonging to Barrakab son of Panamuwa"; R. 
Deutsch, BPHB, no. 4 p. 20 ("Hezekiah son of Ahaz"; unprovenanced). There could be many more seals and 
bullae were this might be the case, without us realizing it. 
464 According to E. Thiele. Alternatively G. Galil opts for 788-735 B. C. for the same king, see his: Chronology 
of the Kings of Israel and Judah, pp. 76-82. 

5 In support of this equation, L. Mykytiuk refers to yet another unprovenanced seal (known since 1863) - i. e. 
WSS 3- which owner is identified as Shebanyau ̀bd `zy , (Uzziah) and argues that "Given the possibility of 
having various titles during a career in royal service, this inscription might refer to the same person as 
ýýýý j] 1Z'LZtö, whose PN occurs on the lmlk jars. " See L. Mykytiuk, Identifying Biblical Persons, 
Appendix B, p. 223, n. 45. Although Judahite king's sons served at the court and in the fortified cities of Judah, 
and as such they too could be termed cbd of the king, considering the fact that the theophoric name is written 
differently, Mykytiuk himself - quite rightly so - classifies this possibility as doubtful. 
466 E. g. on the provenanced Aramaic bulls WSS 750, Barrakab is simply called "bn Panamuwa. " The latter also 
had been king of Sam'al as is clear e. g. from the Assyrian annals from the reign of Tiglath-pil-eser III (e. g. 
ANET 282.283). 
467 For the frequency of this name (incl. Ezer, Azaryau) see e. g. WSS "Seal Legends", p. 605; or during the 8`h- 
7' centuries B. C.: R. Zadok, The Pre-Hellenistic Israelite Anthroponymy, pp. 253-255 no. 71177. 
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ibex(? ) on its convex back, bears the following inscription: I- MM J=/ I T'=Vt 468 The 

script reveals mid- to late 7`h cent. B. C. traits (nun469 and he470). Not only the patronymic, 

but also the division of the word elements (with bn written at the beginning of the second 

register) as well as the palaeography, are closely reminiscent of the Tel Arad (Str. VII) seals 

belonging to "Elyashib bn Ashyahui471 (i. e. the fortress governor of Arad - late 7th cent. 

B. C. ) - cf.: especially WSS 70+71. These have been discussed at length above - see: 1.2. 

Unless this limestone seal is a modern forgery, with its script, layout and patronymic based 

on the Tel Arad seals, it could have been manufactured in the same workshop. 

H- 1980 (WSS 353) WSS 70+71 

Fig. 35. Script of Shebanyahu bn Ashyahu seal and WSS 70+71 

Although speculative, it has been suggested above (ch. 1: 1.2.5) that the patronymic on the 
Tel Arad seals may be an abbreviation of the name Josiah, and that Elyashib, the governor 

of Arad, may have been a son of king Josiah (640-609 B. C. ). If the limestone seal of 
Shebanyahu bn Ashyahu is genuine, and if Ashyahu is to be equated with king Josiah (as 

suggested earlier), then perhaps this Shebanyahu may have been identical with Shebanyahu 

bn hmlk on the jar handle. But how would this relate to Shebanyahu bn hmlk referred to on 
the provenanced Lachish Str. II bulla? 

If the Shebanyahu jar handle can be dated as late as ca. 625 B. C 472, it may just be possible 
to argue that this Shebanyahu bn hmlk (still in his infancy) were one and the same as the 

468 WSS 353, N. Avigad et. al., West Semitic Seals, p. 101, no. 79. 
469 See nun in first and second register. The vertical bar of nun on the left extends beyond the bottom of the 
horizontal bar as is typical of late 7" cent. B. C. pegs. 
470 E. g. the squeezed impression of he preceding waw in both theophoric elements of the personal names. The 
upcurving lower horizontal bar of he - esp. in the first register - and the upper horizontal bar intersecting the 
vertical shaft to the right, also seem to support a mid- to late 7`" cent. B. C. date for this seal. 
471 Also see a bulla with the same name pair in: R. Deutsch, BPHB, no. 88 - p. 116. Note, however, that the 
script does not reveal obvious late 7"cent. B. C. traits and again the bulla may not be genuine. 
472 An unprovenanced seal - WSS 11 - (though acquired before 1892) with a 4-winged uraeus symbol, may also 
belong to the late reign of Manasseh or early reign of Josiah. Its owner Elishama - likewise a bn hmlk - could 
be the grand-father of Ishmael, scion of the house of David, who assassinated Gedaliah, the governor (2Kgs. 
25: 25; Jer. 41: 1ff. ). 
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Shebanyahu bn hm1k, referred to on the Lachish Str. II bulla, by which time the latter may 

have been anywhere between 18-46 years old (i. e. depending on when the papyrus 

document with his seal impression was deposited at Lachish) 473 Although ultimately 

possible, this reconstruction must by its nature remain tentative at best. 

473 Noting that king Josiah was only 8 years old at his corronation (= 640 B. C. according to E. Thiele), he 
would hardly have had children of his own before his 15th year of age = 633 B. C. Shebanyahu could therefore 
not have been older than 8 years by 625 B. C. By 587 B. C. - i. e. the year during which Lachish was destroyed 
by Nebuchadnezzar - the same individual would have been 46 at the utmost. It may be argued that a prince at 
the age of 5-8 years would not have had his own private seal. But this criticism does not seem valid. State 
documents as well as store jars containing court commodities would have been sealed in their name by royal 
scribes. A seal belonging to Manasseh bn hmlk (unprovenanced WSS 16) is known and if genuine must date to 
his infancy, as he was crowned king at the age of 12 only (2Chron 33: 1). Official titles were utilized by royal infants as is also attested outside of Israel - see e. g.: N. Fox, In the Service of the King, pp. 51f. 
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Men without titles 

2.4 Gemaryahu, son of Shaphan (from: the City of David) 

During the excavations conducted by the Hebrew University (directed by Y. Shiloh) at the 

City of David in summer 1982, a bulla belonging to a whole hoard of some 53 bullae (and 

fragments of bullae), was uncovered, whose owner is called "Gemaryahu, son of Shaphan. " 

2.4.1 The Catalogue 

Fig. 36. a. Gemaryahu bn Shaphan bulla 
(Courtesy of the Israel Museum) 

Inscription: 
Fig. 37 Ancient Hebrew Script: 

Fig. 36b. Gemaryahu bulla 
(Line-drawing by the author) 

1T1ýaý7 Square Hebrew Script: 1 1121 
Transliteration : lgmryhw [b]n 9pn 
Translation: "Belonging to Gemaryahu, son of Shaphan" 
Palaeographic Traits: 
Diagnostic peg: nun reveals late 7`" cent. B. C. traits. The additional letter lamed supports 
this date. 
Icon. Details: Double border-line and double line field-divider. 
Object: Bulla: 9.5x6.5mm. 
Proposed Date: ca. 600 B. C. 
Str. Details: City of David, Stratum IOB - Area G (Locus 967). 
Origin: Jerusalem 
Pres. Location: Israel Museum (IAA 84-136). 
Prop. Identity: Gemaryahu, son of Shaphan, minister of king Jehoiakim and personal friend 
of Jeremiah (Jer. 36: 10). Shaphan was the royal scribe of king Josiah (2Kgs. 22: 8-9). The name is 
rare. A member of the same family may be referred to on an unprovenanced bullae (if genuine), 
R. Deutsch, Messages, no. 25, pp. 91-92; no. 56, pp. 124-125. 
Lit. Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae from the City of David", IEI36 (1986), pp. 16-38; 
Y. Shoham, "Hebrew Bullae" in: D. T. Ariel, City of David Excavations VI, Qedem 41 (2000), p. 33 
[= B2], WSS 470. 
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2.4.2 The Palaeography 

By using the palaeographic guidelines for 7t' cent. B. C. diagnostic pegs, as developed by A. 

G. Vaughn (aleph, he, waw, nun, qop and samek)474, L. Mykytiuk has recently argued that: 

"Epigraphic analysis of the bulla of Gemaryahu reveals no letter traits that date it 

more precisely than the eighth to early sixth centuries. i475 (emphasis by this author) 

This seems to understate the evidence. Not only do other bullae in the same hoard reveal 
late 7`h century B. C. diagnostic pegs476, our bulla contains 2 diagnostic nuns. 

Inun 

Fig. 38a. The two nuns in the bottom register of the Gemaryahu bulla from the City of David according to the 
most recent photographs available from the Israel Museum showing its present state of preservation. 

.0 W ý y 

Fig. 38b. Reconstruction of the 2 nuns according to the author (left), after Y. Shoham (right)477 

nun stands out as a clear late 7t' century B. C. peg. 478 Even so, at first glance, this may not 

seem obvious. The initial nun in the lower register is only partly preserved on the more 
recent photographs from the Israel Museum. This is due to the fact that an additional piece 
has crumbled off from the right lower edge of the part that was already missing at the time 

94 A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating", pp. 47.52-58. 
475 L. Mykytiuk, Biblical Persons in North West Semitic Inscriptions, p. 140. 
476 Mykytiuk, ibid, pp. 140-142 only refers to late 7`h cent. B. C. traits, which he found in at least 2 cases: B31 
("Benayahu son of Hosha`yahu") and B27 (Azaryahu son of Hilqiyahu - see below for detailed discussion), 
but this hardly represents the evidence exhaustively. Not only are there many more hes (for examples - see e. g. 
above on p. 49 - Table 11) within the same hoard that conform to Vaughn's system, as Vaughn himself points 
out in his own palaeographic tables, all his other pegs are also represented in the City of David hoard: waw (p. 
53 - table 6), nun (p. 55 - table 7) [both "developed, distinctive" types] and, aleph (p. 56 - table 8), samek (p. 
57 - table 9), qop (p. 58 - table 10) [all three: "developed but nondistinctive" types]. Examples of these can be 
easily traced: waw (e. g. B9.25.29/30.31.36), nun (BI-5.7. etc. ), aleph (B6.9-10.17.20-21.24 etc. ), samek 
(B7.14), qop (B27.29-30). 
477 Y. Shoham, "Hebrew Bullae", Fig. 1. 
"" There may be 2 further hints at a late 7`h cent. B. C. date: these concern e. g. the he (top register), which 
appears to have uneven horizontal bars, of which the top one seems to have a pronounced extension beyond the 
vertical shaft on the right. These features, however, are not easily recognized, but stand out on the very clear 
well lighted slide (made by the Israel Museum) of this object which is in the possession of this author. 
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when the bulla was found in 1982. An older photograph is therefore shown here, to show 

the state of preservation soon after its discovery. 

Fig. 39: Gemaryahu bulla soon after its discovery in 1982. The left nun of the so-called "developed distinctive 
type" in the lower register is still completely visible (after: B. S. J. Isserlin, The Israelites, Fig. 40). 

Close examination of different photographs, as well as inspection of the original bulla by 

this author479, reveals that the nun conforms fully to the so-called "developed distinctive" 

late 7°i cent. type description of A. G. Vaughn's study480: i. e. the left vertical stroke extends 

downward beyond the horizontal bar. 481 The same is true for the second nun at the end of 

the lower register. Despite the fine script of the impression, the "head" of this nun is 

unfortunately not well preserved. The part between the vertical stroke on the left and the 

horizontal bar is partly filled with a piece of the clay of the clay bulls 482 Nevertheless, the 

bottom extension, beyond the horizontal bar, is clearly visible, as has also been recognized 

by Y. Shoham in his final publication of the City of David seal impressions. This is shown 

in Fig. 38b. 483 

This diagnostic nun has clear parallels on provenanced seals and bullae from other 

contemporary Iron Age IIC Judahite sites as well as from the same hoard from the City of 

David. 

Site Stratum - Location Cat. No. PN with marked nun 7m cent. B. C. nun 
City of David Str. 10 -Locus 967 B1 [1]ý r'7i v a`ým 
City of David Str. 10 - Locus 967 B7 [1]TDoD v m vmvt x 
City of David Str. 10 - Locus 967 B20484 

;t= In ; n: ý1t 

11 

y ýý 
479 The author visited the Israel Museum in July 2001, and thanks to the kind assistence of the department's 
curator, Mrs. Michal Dayaqi-Mendels, he was able to take a closer look at the bulla. The author was able to 
verify his conclusions again during subsequent visits to the museum. 
480 See A. G. Vaughn, ibid, p. 55 - table 7. 
46' See fig. 38b. 
462 Either this part was filled up by a pock in the clay, or perhaps this part had broken out of the original seal at 
the time of carving or at a later stage. 
463 See Y. Shoham, ibid, p. 52 Fig 1. Shoham's nun is reproduced here by this author in fig. 38b. 
484 Many more examples can be found: B 3-5.17.19.21.23.37-38.40-41. 
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Lachish Str. II - Loc. 3 WSS 571 r7'= i/m DRm485 ýý 

Beth-Zur Unstratified°96 WSS 412 `jýi]rI In rI'ýma 0 

-_e90 .. _. 
t 

.. -. 1 
Tel Arad Str. VII WSS 71'"' irrvti In 3m -ä 

Table 19. nun on various stratified seals and bullae from Judah. 

The late 7th cent. B. C. date of the inscription is also corroborated by the form of the initial 

angular lamed. 488 

Even though the other letters on the bulla do not reveal late 7th cent. diagnostic features, and 

although some also find parallels on seals and bullae from the late 8th - early 6th centuries 

B. C., all of them are also represented on other datable late Iron Age IIC specimens, 

including the City of David hoard. 89 Consequently, we can therefore be more confident of 

the bulla's late date than L. Mykytiuk's recent palaeographic evaluation allowed for. The 

nun is evidently the latest peg in the inscription and helps date the bulla to the late 7th cent. 

B. C., a date which seems to be wholly compatible with the archaeological and historical 

evidence (more on this below). 490 

2.4.3 The Iconography 

The seal impression of Gemaryahu son of Shaphan is aniconic. The bulla has a double 

border line and its inscription is divided by a double line field-divider. 491 This simple 

composition is not only widely attested from the late 8' - early 6th cent. B. C. (and beyond 

into the Persian era), it also has many parallels in the City of David hoard. For further 

details see the discussions above concerning the seal of Elyashib bn Ashyahu from Tel Arad 

(WSS 70; above no. 1.2.3), the bulla of Ge'alyahu bn hmlk (above no. 2.2.3) etc., which 
depict the same features. 

2.4.4 The Stratigraphy 

See full discussion under 2.5.4. 

485 Note that the initial nun may also belong to this type, but the current state of preservation of this bulla no 
longer allows us to be sure. 
486 But see the discussion above about the date of this bulla. 
497 The same is true of WSS 72 of the same owner. 
488 For similar lameds see infra: 1.1 and 2,2.1. Also see e. g. City of David bullae B 20.35 and WSS 293. 
489 E. g. gimel (B13.20); resh (B5.16.27.36.40; Lachish Str. II - WSS 530.577); yod (B17.20; Lachish Str. II - 
WSS 524 [final yod]. 530.577; Arad Str. VII - WSS 70); waw (Lachish Str. 11- WSS 524.530); shin (B7.35; Tel 
Arad Str. VII (WSS 70); Lachish Str. II (WSS 416)); pe (B17.44; Lachish Str. II - WSS 530? ). 
490 See above, n. 255, for possible further hints at a late 7t° cent. B. C. date. 
491 Type C3 in: J. Renz & W. ROllig, HAE I1/2, pp. 98-99. 
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2.4.5 A Possible Identification 

Soon after the discovery of the City of David hoard, field director Y. Shiloh announced his 

intriguing discovery, noting that he had probably found the personal seal impression of king 

Jehoiakim's royal scribe "Gemaryahu son of Shaphan", attested in the book of Jeremiah 

(Jer. 36: 9-12; 25-26): 

" `Gemaryahu son of Shaphan' the scribe, mentioned on one of the bullae from the City 

of David, is a known figure active at the court of Jehoiakim, King of Judah (608-597 

B. C. E. ), and mentioned several times by Jeremiah (36: 10-12; 25). With all caution due 

in such instances, we assume that the identity proposed here - between the name on the 
bulla and that of the biblical personage - is very probable. i492 

Y. Shiloh was well aware that if this identification were to be accepted, it would have 

important implications for dating the end of Iron Age IIC at Jerusalem as well as at other 

contemporary Judahite sites, dated to the period between ca. 605-586 B. C. 

"If the identification between the name ̀ Gemaryahu son of Shaphan' ... and the scribe 

of the same name mentioned in Jer 36: 9-12,25, as being at the court of King Jehoiakim 

in the fifth year of his reign - 603 B. C. E. [alternatively 605 B. C. ] (18 years before the 
destruction) - is accepted, then we have yet another clear chronological peg, this time 
from the epigraphic evidence. "493 (emphasis added) 

The first question to be asked, however, is: how certain can we be that this Gemaryahu son 

of Shaphan really was one and the same person as the individual known from the Hebrew 

Bible, noting also that the bulla does not provide us with a title, which would be absolutely 

necessary if we were to be certain 494 N. Avigad495 has argued that it is not even sure that 
Gemariah was a scribe as his father Shaphan had been, because the Old Testament passage 
reads: 

092 Y. Shiloh, Excavations at the City of David I, Qedem 19 (1984), p. 20. See also: Y. Shiloh & D. Tarler, 
"Bullae from the City of David", BA 49: 4 (1986), pp. 196-209; Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Bullae from the City of 
David", IEJ 36 (1986), pp. 16-38. 
493 Y. Shiloh, "Judah and Jerusalem in the Eighth - Sixth Centuries B. C. E. ", AASOR 49 (1989), p. 104. Also: 
idem, ibid, Qedem 19, p. 20. For a similar statement concerning this historical peg for absolute dating, see also: 
T. Schneider, "Six Biblical Signatures", p. 28. 
494 So also: N. Fox, In the Service of the King, p. 98. 
493 N. Avigad, Hebrew Bullae from the Time of Jeremiah, pp. 29.129, n. 164; also: WSS 470; Y. Shoham, 
"Hebrew Bullae", Qedem 41, p. 33. Note also within the same passage, that the main royal scribe during the 
reign of Jehoiakim was a man called Elishama (Jer. 36: 12.20). 
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"Then Baruch read from the book the words of Jeremiah in the chamber of Gemariah 

the son of Shaphan the scribe in the upper court at the entry of the New Gate of the 

Lord's house, to all the people. " (Jeremiah 36: 10) (NASV) 

T. Mettinger, however, has argued that, when titles are mentioned after a patronymic, in 

many cases the titulary implies the son instead 496 N. Fox adds that sometimes "the reverse 

holds true as well", but as officialdom in ancient Israel and Judah was often hereditary (as 

in other contemporary ancient Near Eastern societies) - and the same is true for scribal 

families: "a strong possibility that the sons followed in their father's footsteps" would imply 

that Gemariah also was an official scribe. 

But if he had been a scribe, and if he were identical with the person named on the City of 

David bulla, would he not rather have included his title, as Avigad has noted, so as to 

emphasize the influential role he played in the Judahite state bureaucracy? 498 

Indeed, the bulla of Gemaryahu does not give us a title at all, nor do almost all other bullae 

from the City of David 499 As Y. Shoham has rightly argued, regardless of, whether or not 

Gemariah was a scribe or, more importantly, whether or not he was identical with the owner 

of the City of David seal impression, "the absence of the title `scribe' on the bulla does not 

constitute evidence that Gemariah was not a scribe. 000 (emphasis by this author). Whether 

or not Gemariah the son of Shaphan had been a scribe or some important royal courtier (as 

seems evident from the reference to him in Jer. 36: 12), the presence or absence of a title 

would seem to depend much more on the personal preference of the seal owner himself. As 

officials often owned different seals for different purposes, the Gemaryahu bulla may have 

496 T. Mettinger, Solomonic State Officials, p. 32, n. 44. 
497 N. Fox, In the Service of the King, pp. 97-98 and n. 60. 
4" N. Avigad, Hebrew Bullae from the Time of Jeremiah, p. 129. 
499 See e. g. Y. Shoham, "Hebrew Bullae". But of course the same could be said of the Lachish Str. II hoard, of 
which only one (possibly two if WSS 530 refers to a prophet) - see above 2.3 - bears a title (probably bn hmlk). 
The majority by far only gives us the names of the seal owners and their patronymics. See Y. Aharoni, Lachish 
V, pp. 19-22. Note also that officials do not necessarily need to include their titles - as is evidently the case 
with ch. 1: 1.2 - above, i. e. the three seals of Elyashib, son of Ashyahu, who as we know from the Tel Arad 
ostraca, was the commander of Tel Arad. A. R. Millard is probaby right, when he argues that, when 
sporadically we do find titles, this: "disclose(s) the pride those men took in their roles. " A. R. Millard, "Owners 
and Users of Hebrew Seals", EI 26 (1999), p. 130*. The number of attested seals and bullae with titles such as 
`bd and bn hm/k, Jr `l byt, sr h`r etc. is small and these are purely "seals of office": Millard, ibid, pp. 129*- 
130*. Millard goes on to say that these were presumably only used for special occasions to seal official 
documents, and perhaps this was only true for the highest ranking officials of the monarchy. 
500 Y. Shoham, "Hebrew Bullae", p. 33. Interestingly, N. Avigad/B. Sass (WSS 470) do argue that sometimes 
the omission of titles does not imply that the seal owner was an insignificant individual, as is evident from WSS 
750 (of "Barrakab son of Panamuwa"), which lacks any title and yet we know that the seal owner was the king 
of Sam'al, as is clear from other documents from his reign. Other similar examples may be adduced. See 
perhaps WSS 965 of Pada'el, which according to Deutsch may refer to Pado'el, king of the Ammonites, who 
ruled during the reigns of Sennacherib and Esarhaddon - R. Deutsch, "Seal of Ba`alis Surfaces", BAR 25: 2 
(1999), p. 49. 
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been used to "sign" a noncourt related letter or business transaction. 501 Even within the City 

of David corpus of bullae, there is clear evidence of multiple seal ownership. For instance 

one official named "Tobshillem, the son of [ben-]Zakkur" is mentioned on 3 bullae from the 

same corpus, all impressed by different seals, of which only one refers to his profession: i. e. 

"the healer" (B4-6) 502 

Hence Avigad's criticism does not necessarily discredit Shiloh's proposal, that the two 

officials may be identical. Also, it does not matter much whether or not Gedaliah had served 

as royal scribe or in some other court capacity. Nevertheless the omission of the title does 

not permit a secure equation. Even so, the following points must be taken into consideration 

when examining the possible identity of the seal owner: 

a) Its Provenance 

In his recent study on identifying biblical persons in North-West Semitic inscriptions, L. 

Mykytiuk analyses the provenance of the Gemaryahu bulla from the City of David and 

notes, among other points, that the find spot of the bulla is remarkably similar to the 

workplace of Shaphan and his son Gemariah: i. e. the temple and the royal palace 503 The 

seal impression was unearthed a few hundred meters south of the Temple Mount on the 

eastern slopes of the City of David. As Gemariah's son, Micaiah, "went down" (Jer. 36: 12) 
from the sanctuary to the palace of Jehoiakim, the distance between the "House of the 
Bullae" (Area G) and the palace would have been even closer (assuming that the palace is 

probably to be sought somewhere up hill on the Ophel). 504 It must be remembered, 
however, that it is the bulla, not the seal, of Gemaryahu which was found here, and we 
cannot therefore be sure that the owner of the bulla actually worked and lived here. All we 
can say for sure is that a bulla, probably attached to a papyrus document (now lost but 

501 E. g. A. R. Millard, "Owners and Users of Hebrew Seals", E126 (1999), pp. 129-133*; L. Mykytiuk, Biblical 
Persons on North-West Semitic Inscriptions, p. 144. Mykytiuk suggests that sometimes the names + title may 
have been carved on the backside of the owner's seals, as was the case with WSS 3 (l"Shebanyau /l°Shebanyau 
`bd Uzziyau), of which both sides may have been used to sea[ different kinds of documents. 
502 Y. Shoham, ibid, pp. 33-36. Also A. R. Millard, "Owners and Users of Hebrew Seals", El 26(1999), pp. 
129-133*. Another example of multiple seal ownership within the City of David corpus, but without any titles 
given, see B20-21. Also note above the 3 different seals made for Elyashib the commander of Tel Arad, WSS 
70-72. From the unprovenanced "Burned Achive", cf. e. g. Al&2ab. Millard rightly argues that we should not 
use our modern terms "private" and "official" too dogmatically, when dealing with ancient societies. Obviously 
none of the Elyashib seals at Arad contained his title and yet all three were uncovered at his local "residence. " 
As Elyashib undoubtedly signed both private and official documents, the lack of any titles on his seals, may 
have simply served a practical purpose. "Thus it is impossible to distinguish officials from ordinary citizens 
among the owners of the Hebrew seals which bear names alone. " p. 130* 
50' L. Mykytiuk, ibid, pp. 143-147, esp. pp. 145 and 147. See: 2Kgs. 22: 3-10; 2Chron. 34: 8-9.14-18 (on 
Shaphan) and Jer. 36: 10ff. (on Gemariah). 
504 For a good summery of the Ophel excavations: E. Mazar, "The Royal Quarter of Biblical Jerusalem: The 
Ophel", in H. Geva, Ancient Jerusalem Revealed, pp. 64-72. Also see Y. Shiloh, "Jerusalem", NEAEHL, Vol. 
2, p. 708. 
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evident from the papyrus fibres and string impressions on the backside of the bulla), was 
deposited at what is now known as the "House of the Bullae. " Nonetheless, several scholars 
have suggested that the owners of the bullae were Jerusalem-based state officials, and, if 

this is correct, the most likely residence and/or workplace of these high-ranking men was in 

the palace area, i. e. here on the eastern slope of the City of David and the area nearby, 
further up the hill. 505 

b) Its Fine script 

As Y. Shoham has argued, the fact that the owner of the Gemaryahu bulla was most likely a 
high-ranking official may be deduced from the fact that the script of the seal is "clear and 
fine" and that it had been "incised by a skilled engraver. i506 This indeed is to be expected if 

the owner was the son of the royal scribe Shaphan. 

c) Rarity of The Names 

Despite the fact that Y. Shoham is not opposed to the equation, he argues that "the names 
found on the bullae were popular in ancient times and it is equally possible that there is no 
connection between the names found on the bullae and person (sic! ) mentioned in the 
Bible. 007 (emphasis by this author) 

Shoham is undoubtedly right that Shiloh's proposal must remain tentative. But is he right 

about the fact that the names "were popular"? On the contrary, as a number of scholars have 

pointed out, the name Gemaryahu ("Yahweh has accomplished/brought to an end"), though 

attested in the ancient Judahite onomasticon, is not very common. 508 Moreover, the name 

505 E. g. A. Lemaire, "Nouvelles donndes 6pigraphiques", p. 454. It has recently been suggested, however, by M. 
Steiner in her final publication of the K. M. Kenyon excavations at the City of David, that the eastern hill could 
have mainly served as an industrial quarter of artisans and tradespeople during the 7' cent. B. C., which, 
however, does not undermine its importance near to the palace area. For instance the inhabitants of Building 
VII (Area 28-31) seem to have been rather wealthy people: see M. L. Steiner: Excavations by K M. Kenyon 
Vol. III, pp. 80.109-111.114f. 
506 Y. Shoham, "Hebrew Bullae", pp. 33.51. Also: idem, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae" in H. Geva (ed. ), Ancient 
Jerusalem Revealed, p. 59. etc. 
507idem, "Hebrew Bullae", p. 33. 
509 As for examples from the Bible see: e. g. R. Zadok, The Pre-Hellenistic Israelite Anthroponymy and 
Prosopography, pp. 258f. As for its meaning, see e. g. J. Renz & W. Röllig, HAE 2/1 p. 64; R. Deutsch. 
Messages from the Past, p. 92. In the Bible the name Gemariah occurs only twice : G. son of Hilkiah (Jer. 
29: 3), G. son of Shaphan (Jer. 36 :l Off. ). Among the City of David bullae, see also: B 19 and perhaps B 11. For 
further examples (incl. the Tel Arad and Lachish ostraca) see: Y. Shoham: "Hebrew Bullae", p. 33. A. Lemaire, 
"Nouvelles donn6es 6pigraphiques", p. 452 ; R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, p. 92. 
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Shaphan ("rabbit", "badger"), though also attested509, is rather rare. The combination of the 

two names finds no attested parallel in the ancient Israelite/Judahite onomasticon and 

consequently the equation of the seal owner with the biblical official must be taken 

seriously. 

d) Its Family Ties? 

Fig. 40. Left: Ahiqam son of Shaphan bulla - after cleaning (Courtesy of S. Moussaieff; Photo: R. Wiskin); 

right: line-drawing and previous state of preservation (Courtesy of R. Deutsch). In the left photograph the 
diagnostic features of the distinctive 7 ̀h cent. B. C. nun can be more easily recognized. 

A bulla of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, belongs to the private collection of S. Moussaieff 

(see: rig. 40). 5'0 Although part of the right side is missing, enough is yet visible to be able to 

reconstruct the inscription as follows: jMV [j=] 07f1[1Zt7l. The bulla was acquired by the 

owner on the antiquity market in 1995.51 Palaeographic traits, iconographic details (field 

divider terminating in `ankh-like loops512), as well as its patronymic, suggest an 

509 L. Mykytiuk, Biblical Persons in North-West Semitic Inscriptions, pp. 145f. and n. 141 etc. Also see : Y. 
Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", p. 33. The name Shaphan is borne in the Hebrew Bible, as it seems, only 
by a) the scribe already referred to here (2Kgs. 22: 3ff.; 25: 22; 2Chr. 34: 8 etc. ), and b) and by an elder of Israel 
in Ezek. 8: 11. As N. Fox has argued, the former (perhaps also the latter? ) was the father and grandfather of a 
number of state officials (of Ahiqam [2Kgs. 22: 3ff. ], of Gemariah [Jer. 36: 10ff. ], of Elasah [Jer. 29: 3] and of 
Gedaliah [2Kgs. 25: 221 - In the Service of the King, p. 310. Fox is probably right that the high ranking offices 
of state were often shared by a few Judahite aristocrat families, pp. 76ff. Also see by this author: "Two/too little 
Known Bullae: Some Preliminary Notes" in: R. Deutsch, Shlomo, pp. 248f. Similar ideas are expressed by: W. 
B. Barrick, "Genealogical Notes on the `House of David' and the `House of Zadok' ", JSOT 96 (2001), p. 52 
where he suggests that Shaphan's grandfather Meshullam may have been identical with the High Priest 
Shallum/Meshullam. Extra-biblical references to this name are found in a burial inscription from Jerusalem 
(see: J. Prignaud, "Scribes et graveurs ä Jdrsualem vers 700 av. J. C. " in: P. R. S. Moorey & P. J. Parr, 
Archaeology in the Levant: Essays for Kathleen Kenyon, p. 136). The name is also found on 2 unprovenanced 
seals from the R. Hecht-Museum (N. Avigad et al, West Semitic Seals, nos. 88-89), and 4 unprovenanced bullae 
from the S. Moussaieff collection in London: R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, nos. 25.56.92-94. It must be 
remembered, however, that except for the Jerusalem inscription and the City of David bulla, a) all of these are 
unprovenanced, and b) if genuine, that no. 25 (of Ahiqam son of Shaphan) and no. 56 (Ishmael son of Shaphan) 
in Deutsch, ibid, may be referring to the same biblical scribe Shaphan. 
510 R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, p. 92. 
51 Personal comm. with Mr. S. Moussaieff and R. Deutsch (April 2003). As can be deduced from WSS 431 a 
hotograph of this same impression was already shown to the author(s) of WSS on September 5,1991. 
12 See the discussion of this type of field divider above no. 1.2.3. 
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approximate date, for this object, if genuine ca. 650-586 B. C 513 Even though no title is 

present, an equation with the biblical Ahiqam, son of Shaphan, has been suggested 514 

Ahikam was a minister at the court of kings Josiah and Jehoiakim. He also was a personal 
friend of the prophet Jeremiah (2 Kgs. 22: 12-14; 2Chron 34: 20 and Jer 26: 24). Careful 

examination of the bulla by this author suggests an almost identical "hand" on both the 
Gemaryahu and Ahiqam bullae. 515 Whether a modern forger has sought to imitate the letter 

forms on the provenanced Gemaryahu bulla from the City of David (so as to establish a 

point of contact), or an ancient engraver was responsible for producing both original seals at 
his workshop, cannot be established with certainty. 516 The unprovenanced bulla was studied 
by this author during a number of visits to the private collection of S. Moussaieff and he has 

not been able to detect any obvious signs of modern forgery. 

We may conclude that, even if this cannot be proved beyond doubt, it is at least plausible 

that the owner of the City of David bulla was identical with the like-named official from the 

time of the prophet Jeremiah. Palaeography, stratigraphy as well as historical and 

geographical considerations do support such an equation. Hence, even with the absence of 
the title, L. Mykytiuk's recent conclusion concerning the identity of the seal owner seems 

warranted: 

"It is observable here that a person with an unusual patronym, found also in the Bible, 

left behind some of his finished work within about 250 meters of where the Bible 

depicts him with his colleagues. He was doing the work of a civil servant, as the Bible 

designates him, and his work was left in what was very likely a public archive. When 
017 combined, these facts are even more specific than a title. (emphasis by this author) 

If this equation is justified, we have here a very important epigraphic find which 
independently confirms the archaeological date of the City of David Str. 10 to the very end 

513 Palaeography: e. g. qop - cf. Y. Shoham, "Hebrew Bullae" nos. 27.29/30. Also: A. G. Vaughn, 
"Palaeographic Dating", p. 58. nun cf. Y. Shoham, ibid, nos. 12.18.29/30. Iconography: the same type of field 
divider is also found among the City of David bullae, see Shoham, ibid, B 20 and p. 54. 
514 E. g. R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, p. 92; WSS 431 p. 181; Y. Avishur & M. Heltzer, Studies in the 
Royal Administration, p. 145. 
515 Especially note the way the name Shaphan is written on both seal impressions. The bulla was examined by 
this author during various visits to the private collection of Mr. S. Moussaieff of London and according to him 
there are no obvious reasons to doubt its genuineness. The same bulls has also been carefully studied by R. 
Deutsch - see his Messages from the Past pp. 22f. and private communication (April 6- 2003). Closer 
examination has revealed that the nun in Shaphan is of the distinctive late 7`s cent. type described by A. G. 
Vaughn. Striking is also the infrequent use of dots as word-dividers on both bullae. 
516 For the close family ties between family members within the state bureaucracy, see e. g. N. Fox, In the 
Service of the King, pp. 76-77.308ff. 
517 L. Mykytiuk, Biblical Persons in North-West Semitic Inscriptions, p. 147. 
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of the Judahite Monarchy period, as was first suggested by its excavator, the late Y. 

Shiloh. 518 

518 Concerning this possible equation also see: J. Renz & W. Rbllig, HAE, 11/2, pp. no. 3.28 p. 187. 
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2.5 `Azaryahu son of Hilgiyahu (from: the City of David) 

During the excavations conducted by the Hebrew University (directed by Y. Shiloh) at the 

City of David in summer 1982 a second bulla was found (belonging to the same hoard 

described under 2.3), whose owner may be identical with a biblical person, `Azaryahu the 

son of Hilkiyahu. 

2.5.1 The Catalogue 

I kg. 4 1.1 iuIl, t ,t \/u\ ahu son of Hilgiyahu (B27 Courtesy of the Israel Museum) 
Line-drawing of the same bulla by the author 

Inscription: 
Fig 42. Ancient Hebrew Script: 

Iý Square Hebrew Script: 1, I'p*rl ]/z �r-lt 
Transliteration : lczryhw b/n hlgyhw 
Translation: Belonging to `Azaryahu the son of Hilgiyahu 
Palaeographic Traits: 
Diagnostic pegs: he reveal strong 74- early 6th cent. B. C. traits. The date is substantiated by similar 
Hebrew letters found on some datable Iron Age IIC bullae, as well as on a number of unprovenanced seals 
and bullae, the owners of which may possibly be identified with historical characters known from 
the da1s of the prophet Jeremiah ca. 600 B. C. Additional letters like lamed and yod support a mid to 
late 7 century B. C. date. 
Icon. Details: Single border line and double field divider. 
Object: Bulla 11x9mm. 
Proposed Date: ca. 600 B. C.. 
Str. Details: City of David, Stratum 10B - Area G (Locus 967). 
Origin: Jerusalem 
Pres. Location: IAA 84-165. 
Prop. Identity: High Priest of Yahweh (I Chron. 6: 13; 9: 11). May be the same person as the seal owner 
WSS 307 cAzaryahu (son of) Hilqiyahu (S. Moussaieff-Collection, London). 
Lit. Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae from the City of David", IEI36 (1986), pp. 16-38; 
WSS 596; Y, Shoham, "Hebrew Bullae" in: Qedem 41 (2002), B27, p. 43; T. Schneider, "A Biblical Name 
on a City of David Bulla: Azaryahu son of Hilkiah (High Priest? )", pp. 62-63. 
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2.5.2 The Palaeography 

We] 

Fig. 43 he in the bottom register of the ̀ Azaryahu bulla from the City of David. 

Clear evidence of a late 7`h - to early 6th cent. B. C. date for this bulla within the City of 

David hoard is provided by the diagnostic features of he, especially so by the he found in 

the lower register. Not only are the horizontal bars irregularly spaced and unparallel, also 

the top bar extends far beyond the vertical shaft on the right. Moreover, this diagnostic late 

7th cent. peg (according to the scheme developed by A. G. Vaughn) is further corroborated 

by another feature found only on late specimens, namely the vertical shaft intersects the top 

horizontal bar. Parallels to this feature can be found within the same City of David archive, 

e. g. on B31, as well as on a bulla from Lachish Str. 11.519 It is also found on a series of 

unprovenanced seals (partly acquired before 1925), whose owners may be historically 

identified with characters from the time of the prophet Jeremiah ca. 630-586 B. C. One of 

these is the famous seal of Jehoahaz bn hm1k540, whose owner, if the seal is genuine, may be 

identical with king Josiah's son and successor. 52' 

The he in the top register is of the "intermediate nondistinctive" type522, and is therefore 

neutral as far as the dating of the bulla is concerned. 

The other letters are not diagnostic, but were all used until the end of monarchy period. 
Angular lamed23 and upright yod24, though not considered to be diagnostic pegs, are the 

usual types attested from the mid 7th century B. C. onward, and hence support a late 7th 

early 6`h cent. date for the seal impression. 

519 See WSS 416. On he on this bulla also see: L. Mykytiuk, Biblical Persons, p. 148. 
520 See also: L. G. Herr, "The Palaeography of West Semitic Stamp Seals", BASOR 312 (1998), pp. 50 and 
specifally on the Jehoahaz seal (no. 13), see p. 52. Further examples of the same "cruder" late 7`h - early 61h 
cent. script with this type of he referred to by Herr, are e. g. WSS 25.145.156 
521 For further examples, e. g.: WSS 164 of Hananyahu (son of) Neriyahu (published in 1923) allegedly found 
near the "Pools of Solomon"; WSS 248 of Ma`aseyahu (son of) Meshullam, who may perhaps be identified with 
the likenamed doorkeeper of the house of Yahweh at the time of Jeremiah (Jer 35: 4). It was allegedly found at 
Tell ej-Judeideh and was first published in 1902. A further example is: WSS 307 (= BPPS no. 74) of °Azaryahu 
(son of Hilgiyahu), a seal in the private collection of Mr. S. Moussaieff. Also: WSS 390 of Serayahu (son of 
Neriyahu), who (if genuine) may be the brother of Baruch, the son of Neriah, who served king Zedekiah as 

5quartermaster 
(Jer. 51: 59-64). 

A, G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating", p. 52 table 5. 
523 E. g. examples of angular lamed see above no. 1.1. p. 5 n. 12,1.2 - p. 30 etc. 
524 L. G. Herr, ibid, p. 50. 
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2.5.3 The Iconography 

The seal impression of `Azaryahu son of Hilgiyahu is aniconic. The bulla has a single 

border line, while its inscription is divided by a double line field-divider. 525 The 

composition is widely attested from the late 8th - early 6th cent. B. C. 526 

2.5.4 The Stratigraphy 

a) Archaeological History -a brief overview of the late Iron Age levels at the 
City of David 

Numerous excavations have been conducted at the "City of David" (modern Silwan village) 
during the last 200 years. 527 The excavations directed by the Palestine Exploration Fund 

(supervised by K. M. Kenyon) between 1961-1967, the Hebrew University (supervised by 

Y. Shiloh) between 1978-1985, and the ongoing fieldwork conducted by R. Reich and E. 

Shukron, have yielded the most significant archaeological contributions pertaining to the 

history of monarchic Judah thus far. 528 Structures dating to the Iron Age IA-IIC periods 
have been unearthed on the steep southeastern hill facing the Kidron Valley (south of the 
Temple Mount). According to J. M. Cahill and E. Mazar, a major terracing system was 

constructed in Area G during the Late Bronze Age - Iron Age I transition period (13th/12th 

cent. B. C. ) - Str. 15 - which probably served to make space for major monumental building 

operations uphill, perhaps for the construction of the Jebusite citadel, i. e. prior to king 

David's conquest of Jerusalem in 1004 B. C 529 According to Cahill (whose view is not 

shared by all archaeologists) houses were subsequently built "on and into" these earlier 

structures during the Iron Age I1A period (perhaps during the 10th cent. B. C. ), when 

525 Type B3 in: J. Renz & W. Röllig, HAE, 11/2, pp. 98-99. 
526 E. g. WSS 70 (= 12 above). 405 (=2.1 above). 412 (=2.2 above). 437 (B29). 523 (from: Lachish Str. II), B1 
(from: City of David), etc. 
27 For succinct summaries see: Y. Shiloh, "Jerusalem - Topography, Excavations Results" in: NEAEHL, Vol. 

2, pp. 701-712; D. Bahat, "Jerusalem", in: New Oxford Enc., Vol. 3, pp. 224-238; W. Zwickel, "Jerusalem (in 
alttestamentlicher Zeit), in: Calwer Bibellexikon, Vol. 1, pp. 643-650; H. Blok & M. Steiner, Jerusalem - 
Ausgrabungen in der Heiligen Stadt, A. E. Killebrew, "Biblical Jerusalem: an Archaeological Assessment", in: 
A. G. Vaughn and A. E. Killebrew, Jerusalem, pp. 329-345 etc. 
528 The final report on the K. M. Kenyon excavations has recently been published by: M. L. Steiner, 
Excavations by Kathleen M Kenyon 1961-1967, Volume III. Also see: K. M. Kenyon, Digging up Jerusalem. 
The final reports of the Y. Shiloh excavations have thusfar only partly appeared in print, while e. g. the final 
report on Area G by J. Cahill still awaits publication: Y. Shiloh, Excavations at the City of David 1; D. T. Ariel 
et. al., "Area D 1: Stratigraphic Report", in: D. T. Ariel (ed. ), Excavations at the City of David V, pp. 33-72 and 
D. T. Ariel and A. de Groot, "The Iron Age Extramural Occupation at the City of David and Additional 
Observations on the Siloam Channel", in: ibid, V, pp. 155-164. A preliminary report on the Bronze and early 
Iron Age remains and pottery has recently been published by J. M. Cahill, "Jerusalem at the Time of the United 
Monarchy: The Archaeological Evidence", in: A. G. Vaughn & A. E. Killebrew (eds. ), Jerusalem in Bible and 
Archaeology - The First Temple Period, pp. 13-80. A popular version has recently been published by Cahill: 
"Jerusalem in David and Solomon's Time", BAR 30: 6 (2004), pp. 20-31.62-63. The inscriptions from the City 
of David have been published in: D. T. Ariel (ed. ), Excavations at the City of David VI. For an extensive list of 
publications see: A. E. Killebrew, "Biblical Jerusalem", pp. 330-331, n. 2. 
29 E. g. J. M. Cahill, "Jerusalem at the Time of the United Monarchy", pp. 33-54; E. Mazar, "Excavate King 
David's Palace", BAR 23: 1 (1997), pp. 50-57.74. Also see: P. G. van der Veen, "1004 v. Chr. - König David 
erobert Jerusalem", Abenteuer Archäologie 1/2004, pp. 26-28. 
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according to her interpretation the size of the town expanded, so as to make room for 

housing (Str. 14). 530 

On the whole it seems apparent, however, that monarchic Jerusalem did not expand greatly 

until the late 8th cent. B. C. (Str. 12), when, possibly due to the fall of the Northern Kingdom 

of Israel and subsequent invasions of Judah by the Assyrians, many people in Israel 

(including refugees) sought shelter in the city and its immediate vicinity. 531 During the late 

8th - 7th cent. B. C. (possibly during the reigns of Hezekiah, Manasseh and Josiah), both the 

rich and the poor built houses on the slopes of the eastern hill. The so-called "extra-mural" 

quarter was built, and R. Reich and E. Shukron have recently been able to show that 

additional fortifications were constructed at this time, to protect the population living in this 

part of the city. 532 Parts of a well-preserved fortification wall were found by Reich and 
Shukron at the foot of the southeastern hill (Areas A and J). Settlement in this more 

southerly part of the City of David does not seem to have continued until the very end of the 

late Iron Age, however. 533 Evidence of major extension to the west - i. e. on the western hill 

in the Jewish quarter of the Old City - was uncovered by N. Avigad between 1969-1982. 

This quarter, built on bedrock, also was surrounded by major fortification works (e. g. the 

impressive 7m thick Broad Wall in Area A), the construction of which has also been 

assigned to king Hezekiah at the end of the late 8th cent. B. C. 534 Many of the residential 

quarters on the south-eastern and western hills, as well as on the Ophel, revealed evidence 

of massive destruction and heavy conflagration at the end of the late Iron Age, 

contemporary with e. g. Lachish Str. II (see below). As this is the only clear evidence of 

widespread destruction throughout the city (the same is true for the western Hill and Ophel 

areas) since the Bronze Age, its attribution to the invading Neo-Babylonian army at the 

beginning of the 6th cent. B. C. not only seems likely, but also necessary. 535 This destruction 

layer was succeeded by a long period of abandonment. Although limited remains of 

Sao E. g. J. Cahill, "Jerusalem in David and Solomon's Time", pp. 26f. This interpretation is however not shared 
by M. Steiner, who - like K. M. Kenyon and Y. Shiloh - suggests that the stepped stone structure was built 
atop the earlier terraces only during the Iron Age IIA period: e. g. M. L. Steiner, ibid, pp. 511T. A mid-way 
interpretation seems likely - as also A. E. Killebrew has argued - due to the fact that parts of the superstructure 
were found bonded to the substructrure in certain areas and disconnected in others: Killebrew, ibid, p. 341. 
531 E. g. R. Reich & E. Shukron, "The Urban Development of Jerusalem in the late Eighth Century B. C. E. ", p. 
217. Killebrew; ibid, p. 335; Steiner, ibid, pp. 54.109-111; Other reasons have been suggested for the 
expansion, however, such as economic ones: H. Geva, "Western Jerusalem at the End of the First Temple 
Period", pp. 204-205. 
532 Reich & Shukron, "Urban Development", pp. 209-218. Also: Steiner, ibid, p. 109; Killebrew, ibid, pp. 335f. 
533 Reich & Shukron, "Urban Development", p. 212. 
534 See the excellent summary by H. Geva, "Western Jerusalem", pp. 183-218. 
535 For evidence of destruction see below. Also pers. communication with A. de Groot ( April - 2004): "There 
is only one destruction in the Iron Age - Str. 10. There is one in the MBA (Str. 17), and one in the Hellenistic 
Period (Str. 8). " Also pers. communication on this subject with D. T. Apel, E. Mazar, M. Steiner, O. Lipschits, 
and A. Faust, during the period between 2001-2004. 
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settlement during the Persian period (Str. 9) have been found, the site did not regain its 

former significance until the Hellenistic Period (Str. 8). 536 

b) The Pottery 

In addition, it will be necessary to examine the pottery which has been found in close 

association with the hoard of bullae in Locus 967. Rather than discussing every individual 

find, it will suffice to restrict ourselves to the late Iron Age type fossils, which are 

representative of the latest pottery found in this locus of Str. 10 (or more precisely so Str. 

I OB), Area G of the City of David. As will be emphasized below (2.5.4 c), this stratum was 

securely sealed by the destruction debris, attributed by most scholars to the devastation of 

the Judahite capital by the Babylonian army in 586 B. C. 

Fig. 44. General overview of some finds unearthed at the 
"House of the Bullae" - City of David Area G- Str. 10B 
(after: Y. Shoham)"' 

On the whole, some 25 virtually complete vessels were found in Locus 967. As Y. Shiloh 

has noted on several occasions, the ceramic repertoire finds good parallels within the 

assemblages of other contemporary late Iron Age IIC Judahite sites in Cis- and Transjordan: 

"Detailed analysis of these finds leaves no doubt that this is an assemblage paralleled at 

various Judean sites in the latest phase of the Iron Age II, which came to an end in 586 

B. C. E., such as Lachish (Stratum II), °En-Gedi (Stratum V), Ramat Rahel (Stratum 

VA), Aroer (Stratum II), Arad (Strata VII-VI), Tel Malhata, Tel Masos (the citadel in 

Area G), Mesad Hashavyahu and Kadesh Barnea (the upper fortress). " 538 (emphasis by 

this author) 

536 Most recently, 0. Lipschits, "The Rural Settlement of Judah in the Sixth Century B. C. E. -A Rejoinder", 
PEQ 136: 2 (2004), pp. 99-107. 
53 Y. Shoham, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", p. 56. 
538 Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", IEJ 36 (1986), p. 23. Already, idem, Excavations at the City of 
David - 1, Qedem 19. Also: J. M. Cahill & D. Tarler, "Excavations Directed by Yigael Shiloh at the City of 
David, 1978-1985", 1994, pp. 37-40. 
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i. "Degenerate" water decanter juglets 

Fig. 45. Small "degenerate" water decanters from the "House of the Bullae" - Reg. Nos. 11593/1 and 11883/1 
[IAA nos. 84-98 and 84-99] (left) -® Courtesy of D. Tsoran - Insitute of Archaeology (HUJ); Photo: R. 
Wiskin; Line drawing of Reg. No. 11511 by the author (right). 

Three specimens of this typical Judahite "degenerate water decanter" juglet539 with buff 

clay, buff core and white grits, were found at the "House of the Bullae" (reg. Nos. 11593/1, 

11883/1, and 11511). 54° This type has a narrow elongated body and a ridged neck with a 

handle extending to the body. 541 This juglet is characteristic of the late Iron Age IIC period 

and may have continued into the succeeding Neo-Babylonian period (Iron Age III). It is 

found predominantly at late Iron Age Judahite sites. Only sporadically is it also found 

outside the region (see: Table 20). 542 

Site Stratum - Cat. No. Publication Further details 
Location 

Lachish Str. 11 - Loc. 4048 11070/1-7 D. Ussishkin, -- 
Renewed Arch. 
Excavations, Vol. 
4, Fig. 26.52: 1-7 

Lachish Str. II - Locus 5 Reg. No. 66/1 Y. Aharoni, Type Dec 60 
Lachish V, Pl. 
55543 

Tel Arad Strata VII - Reg. no. 5602/44 Singer-Avitz, TA Type J 16 
Locus 779 29: 1, p. 187, Fig. 

45: 8 
Tel ̀ Ira Str. VI - Loc. 194 Reg. No. 4106/1 Beit-Arieh, -- 

Tel ̀ Ira, Fig. 
6.91: 10 

Ketef Hinnom Chamber 25 -- G. Barkay, "Ketef -- 
Hinnom", p. 98545 

539 For this description of this peculiar late Iron Age IIC juglet see: M. Aharoni & Y. Aharoni, "The 
Stratification of Judahite Sites in the 8th and 7th Centuries B. C. E. ", BASOR 224 (1976), p. 86. 
540 Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", pp. 24-25, Fig. 6: 12-14. 
54' This description is given by: L. Singer-Avitz, "Arad: The Iron Age Pottery Assemblages", TA 29: 1 (2002), 
g155. 
42 On this see e. g. C. L. Van Volsem, The Babylonian Period in the Region of Benjamin, pp. 70-72 and Pl. 5 

on p. 88. Although it was possibly still in use during the Babylonian Period, it does not seem to have continued 
on into the Persian period - see: ibid, p. 72. 
543 For several more samples of this same juglet from Lachish Str. II see: O. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic 
Assemblages", pp. 254-256, figs. 5.33: 3; 5: 35: 1-7. 
544 Also L. Singer-Avitz, "Arad: The Iron Age Assemblages", p. 154-55 and Fig. 21: J16. 
545 G. Barkay, "Excavations at Ketef Hinnom in Jerusalem", in H. Geva, Ancient Jerusalem Revealed, pp. 98- 
99. 
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Dibon Tomb J16 ? Dibon I-11, Pl. 
(Jordan) 77.105 
Sultan Tepe Fst. 8? G. Lehmann, 
(Syria) Untersuchungen, 

Th. 43: 259/1 

Table: 20. Examples of "small degenerate water decanters" found at late Iron Age Judahite sites and outside 
the region. 

ii. Small "folded rim" bowls 

I 
3 ý. Lý 

Fig. 46. Small "folded rim" bowls from the "House of the Bullae" - Reg. Nos. 11670/1,11734/1,11531/1 
(after Y. Shiloh, IFJ 36, Fig. 6: 6-8). 

Three small "folded rim" bowls (ca. 15 cm diameter) were also found (Reg. Nos. 11670/1, 

11734/1, and 11531/1). The "House of the Bullae" examples consist of red clay and have 

white grits. They have wheel-burnishing both on the interior and on the rim. 547 This type 

finds good parallels at contemporary Judahite sites (see table: 21). This "distinct standard 
548 type" was produced widely during the "7t' cent. B. C. "/Iron Age IIC period. 

Site Stratum - Location Cat. No. 
Lachish Stratum 11 - Loc. 3 107/7 

Tel Arad 

T. Goren/En-Gedi 

T. Masos 

Stratum VII - Locus 
779 
Str. V- Locus 17 

IA IIC 
citadel/settlement - 
Locus 770 
Str. V 1- Loc 194 

Reg. Nos. 5602/15 
& 23 
233/2 & 125/2 

Tel `Ira 

Table: 21. Examples of 

Reg. No. 3581/1 

1014/le 

Publication Further details 
Aharoni, Lachish V, 
Pl. 47: 2 
Singer-Avitz, TA 
29: 1, Fig. 43: 19.22. 
Mazar, Atigot 5, Fig. 
8: 1.4.509 
Aharoni & Aharoni, 
BASOR 224, Fig. 
8: 1550 
Beit-Arieh, Tel ̀ Ira, 
Fig. 6.91: 2 

standard sized small folded rim bowls from Iron Age IIC Judah. 

iii. Storage jars 

1. "Sack-shaped" store jar 

'46 Also See: M. Oakeshott, A Study of the Iron Age Pottery of East Jordan, Vol. II, pp. 555-556, Pl. 69 : 4. 
547 See Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", pp. 24-25, fig. 6: 6-8. Also concerning this type: M. Aharoni & 
Y. Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite Sites", BASOR 224 (1976), p. 86. 
508 Aharoni & Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite Sites", p. 86. Also pers. comm. with L. Singer-Avitz, 
July 2003. 
509 See B. Mazar et al, "Excavations at En-Gedi 1961-1962", Atiqot 5 (1966), pp. 22-23. 
550 For a number of other examples of this type see e. g. Aharoni & Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite 
Sites", pp. 86-89; I. Eshel & K. Prag, Excavations by Kathleen M. Kenyon, Vol. IV, pp. 118-119, fig. 14: 1; M. 
L. Steiner, idem, Vol. III, pp. 65, fig. 6.12: 6; 82, Fig. 6.30: 1.2.4. Also: Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", 
p. 21, n. 7. This type has successors during the Babylonian and into the Persian period. The typical burnishing, 
however, ceases, as it seems toward the end of the Babylonian Period: C. L. Van Volsem, The Babylonian 
Period, pp. 38-41.81. 
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Fig. 47. Left: "Sack-shaped" store jar from the "House of the Bullae" - Reg. No. 11580/1 [IAA 84-86]. 
Courtesy of D. Tsoran - Institute of Archaeology (HUJ); Photo: R. Wiskin. Right: Line-drawing of the same 
vessel (after: Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", Fig. 6: 1). 

This store jar has a high neck, thickened rim and rounded base (i. e. ca. 39cm high). The 

shoulders are angular to which are attached 2 loop handles. 551 Only one example of this type 

was found at the "House of the Bullae" (reg. No. 11580/1). It has pink to buff clay, a brown 

to red core and white grits. It has burnishing on the outside and the part between the handles 

has a burnished decorative application. 552 This specimen is less "sack-shaped" than many of 
its contemporary parallels, but undoubtedly belongs to the same store jar category, as is 

obvious from other decorated specimens, e. g. from the City of David (retrieved from the 

"Ashlar House" - Area E l) and from Tel Masos (Table 22). Although the sack shaped store 
jar (often with a slightly more flaring body toward the bottom) is very common during late 

Iron Age II in Judah, the burnished type is more rare, but also finds parallels from the same 

period. A successor type is found in the Persian period levels. 553 

Site Stratum - Location Cat. No. 
City of David Str. 10 -- 

"Ashlar House" 
Area E1 

Tel Masos Citadel /Settlement Reg. No. 3605/1 
Locus 783 

Publication 
G. Hurvitz, City of 
David, p. 34 
(center)ss4 
Aharoni & Aharoni, 
BASOR 224, Fig. 8: 5 

Further details 
Red burnished with 
ext. application 
betw. shoulders 
Hand burnish - ext. 
and dec. application 
betw. shoulders... 

City of David Str. 10, Area G- 
Room next to 
"House of Ahiel" 

Cahill & Tarter, 
1994, Fig., p. 40.516 

"' For description of this type see: Aharoni & Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite Sites", BASOR 224 
(1976), p. 86. Also L. Singer-Avitz, "Arad: The Iron Age Pottery Assemblages", TA 29: 1 (2002), p. 145. 
552 See: Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", p. 25, fig. 6: 1. 
... See: E. Stern, Material Culture of the Land of the Bible, pp. 103ff. - Type "C"; O. Lipschits, The Fall and 
Rise of Jerusalem (manuscript, p. 241). This type has a shorter neck and is even more sack shaped than the late 
Iron Age sack-shaped specimens. 
550 This specimen has not officially been published yet. See also: J. M. Cahill & T. Tarter, "Excavations 
Directed by Yigal Shiloh", p. 37. 
555 Also see: Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", p. 23 n. 17. A similarly, though slightly more sack- 
shaped, decorated specimen from the City of David ("Ashlar House"), with red burnishing has not been 
published, but a colour photograph can be found in: G. Hurvitz, The City of David, p. 34. 
56 J M. Cahill & D. Tarler, "Excavations Directed by Yigael Shiloh at the City of David 1978-1982", in H. 

Geva, Ancient Jerusalem Revealed, 1994, pp. 38-40. For a colour photo see: G. Hurvitz, The City of David, p. 
30. Other examples of this type from the City of David: M. L. Steiner, Excavations by Kathleen Kenyon, Vol. 
III pp. 67, Fig. 6.14: 1; from the Ophel: E. Mazar, "The Royal Quarter of Biblical Jerusalem", p. 71. 
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Tel `Ira Str. VI - Loc. 197 1142/1 Beit-Arieh, Tel 'Ira, 
Fig. 6.94: 14557 

Tel Arad Str. VII - Locus Reg. Nos. Singer-Avitz, TA 
605A 17432/7.18033/3.2090/1 29: 1, Fig. 42 : 1-3.558 

Tel Goren Str. V- Loc. 17 90/17 B. Mazar, Atiqot V, 
Fig. 22: 7559 

Tall al-Mazar Str. Vsv° 
(Jordan) 

K. Yassine, 
Archaeology of 
Jordan, p. 105, 
PI. XII: 3 

Table 22 : Examples of the sack shaped store jars from Iron Age IIC Judah and Jordan 

2. "Rosette" store jars 

Fig. 48. Left: "Rosette" type store jar from the "House of the Bullae" - Reg. No. 11853/2. Courtesy of D. 
Tsoran - Institute of Archaeology (HUJ); Photo: R. Wiskin); Right: Line-drawing of the profile of the same 
vessel (after: Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", Fig. 6: 20). 

This "rosette" type store jar is the successor (Lachish type 483) of the famous Wk jar 

belonging to the Lachish Str. III archaeological horizon (Lachish type 484). It has an ovoid 

body (with a slightly slimmer appearance than the Imlk jars) and a short straight neck 

terminating in a short plain rim. The base is slightly more rounded than that of its Imlk 

predecessor. It has four handles. 561 Unlike the "House of the Bullae" specimen, many 

parallel store jars have the typical rosette stamp seals impressed on their handles, which, as 

J. Cahill has pointed out, are typical of the period ca. 600 B. C. 562 The single "House of the 

557 Many more specimens were found in Str. VI in different loci, e. g. Y. Beit-Arieh, Tel `ira, Figs. 6.93: 7; 
6.98: 7-8; 6.101: 6; 6.105: 6. 
55s This type was both found in Str. VII and VI see: Singer-Avitz, TA 29: 1, pp. 145 - SJ 7.189 Fig. 47: 7 Str. VI. 
559 Other specimens from Str. V were also found: e. g. ibid, Fig. 22: 3.4.6. 
'60 Str. V is dated by Yassine to the late 8`h- early 7`h cent. B. C. This is doubtful. The pottery shown in Pl. XII 
reveals distinct late Iron Age 11 features and has close parallels in the Cis-Jordanian ceramic repertory, esp. in 
the region of Judah. E. g. see Pl. XII: 2, the "closed" cooking pot with ridged neck and rim. See also: Kh. 
Yassine, Archaeology of Jordan, pp. 90-92. 
561 For a description of this type see: O. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic Assemblages from Lachish Levels III and II", 
1997, pp. 241-243 "Group IIB". Also: L. Singer-Avitz, "Arad: The Iron Age Pottery Assemblages", pp. 144 
and fig. 16: SJ 3. 
562 E. g. J. Cahill, "Rosette-Stamped Handles", Qedem 41 (2000), pp. 85-103 esp. 102-103.37 stamped jar 
handles belonging this type were uncovered at the City of David. For an overview of sites where these 
impressed store jars have been found see her: p. 102, Fig. 16. Also: E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the 
Bible, pp. 176-178. Note that research at Leiden university has revealed that at least one rosette jar may have 
been manufactured in the Aegean or on Cyprus, which could shed new light on the significance of this type of 
jar: M. L. Steiner, Excavations by Kathleen Kenyon, Vol. III, p. 98-99. Also pers. communication with M. 
Steiner (December - 2002). 
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Bullae" "rosette" type store jar has pink clay, a grey core and white grits. 563 It does not have 

the rosette impressions, but fragments of the same jar type were found in its near vicinity 

within Area G (i. e. in the adjacent room of the so-called "Ahiel House" [see Table 23]) and 

in adjacent Area 29 (K. M. Kenyon squareA/XXIV564), some of which do bear stamped seal 
impressions. The store jar is widely attested in Iron Age IIC levels throughout central Judah 

and the Shephelah. 565 

Site Stratum - Location Cat. No. Publication Details 
City of David Str. 10 -Area GR 30-31 J. Cahill, Qedem -- 

Locus 818 (2000) p. 995 
Lachish Str. II - Locus 24 168/1 Aharoni, Lachish V, 

Pl. 49: 15567 
Tel Arad Str. VII - Locus 952 Reg. Nos. 7636/2 Singer-Avitz, -- 

7743/2 TA 29: 1, Fig. 46: 7-8 
Tel `Ira Str. VI - Loc. 194 4100/1 Beit-Arieh, Tel ̀ Ira, 

Fig. 6.91: 165 
Tel Batash Str. 11 - 173 Reg. No. 1231 Kelm & Mazar, -- 

Timnah, Fig. 
8.29: 2 569 

Table 23: Examples of rosette type store jars from Iron Age IIC central Judah and the Shephelah region. 

iv. Trumpet base krater 

Q 

Trumpet base krater from 
the "House of the Bullae" 
(Reg. No. 1183/2) - 
Courtesy of D. Tsoran, 
Institute of Archaeology 
(HUJ); Photo: R. Wiskin. 

Trumpet base krater line- 
drawing (after: Shiloh, 
"A Group of Hebrew Bullae", 
Fig. 6: 2) 

Similar krater from Tel Goren 
without trumpet base (after: 
B. Mazar et al., 
Atiqot V, Fig. 15: 12). 

Fig. 49 Left: Photo of the "House of the Bullae" trumpet base (mater (Reg. No. 1183/2) left; and line-drawing of 
similar krater without trumpet base from Tel Goren Str. V- right. 570 

Two specimens of this rare krater with trumpet like pedestal and splayed rim were 

excavated at the "House of the Bullae" (reg. Nos. 11883/2571 & 11593/2). At the lower end 

563 Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", pp. 24-25, fig. 6: 20. 
564 M. L. Steiner, Excavations by Kathleen M. Kenyon, Vol. III, p. 99 fig. 6.56: 6. 
565 For a brief discussion of the chronological significance of this store jar also see above: ch. 1: 2.2.4 b) i. 4. 
566 Also, Y. Shiloh, Excavations at the City ofDavid, Vol. 1, Qedem 19 (1984), fig. 25. Pl. 30: 2. 
567 Several more samples are known from that excavation: see Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, Pl. 49: 13-14 (Locus 24), 
Pl. 50: 7-8 (Loci 62,64). Also: O. Zimhoni, ibid, pp. 241-243. 
568 Other examples from Tel `Ira, see: Y. Beit-Arieh, Tel ̀ Ira, e. g. Figs. 6.92: 23; 6.104: 12 
569 See: G. L. Kelm & A. Mazar, Timnah, p. 167, Figs. 8.29: 2; 8.30 (=stamps). 
570 Taken from B. Mazar et al., Atigot 5 (1966), Fig. 9: 12. 
571 This specimen was examined by the author and is ca. 30cm high. 
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of the body is a hole (see Fig. 49 - center), perhaps for drainage. 572 They are composed of 

red clay and contain white grits. Red slip and wheel burnishing is found on the exterior as 

well as on the interior rim. 573 No exact parallels of this type are known. But kraters of 

similar form and quality of finish are attested at several Iron Age IIC sites574: e. g. as at the 

City of David (from the nearby "Burnt Room" - Area G), Lachish Str. II, Tel Arad Str. VII- 

VI, Tel Goren Str. V, Ramat Rahel Str. V, Tel 'Ira Str. VI. 575 

v. Cooking pots 

Fig. 50. Closed cooking pot from the "House of the Bullae" (® Hebrew University of Jerusalem (Photo: R. 
Wiskin) - cooking pot Reg. No. 11580/3). 

(Reg. No. 11580/3) (Reg. No. 11853/1) (Reg. No. 11580/1) 

Fig. 51. Cooking pots from the "House of the Bullae" (line-drawings by the author). 

These 3 Iron Age IIC cooking pots were unearthed at the "House of the Bullae": 

1. "Closed" cooking pot 

This large globular specimen has a brown colour and its clay contains white grits. It is a 

closed type with a single ridged neck. It may be easily distinguished from its predecessor 
during Iron Age IIB, which has a straight rim with multiple ridges ("grooved neck"), and 

continues to occur alongside it, e. g. at Lachish Str. 11.576 

5 72 Shiloh, "Group of Hebrew Bullae", p. 23. 
s" ibid, pp. 24-25 fig. 2-3. 
574 Pers. comm. with L. Singer-Avitz - July 2003, also see her: TA 29: 1, p. 138, B47. 
575 City of David: Y. Shiloh, ibid, p. 23 n. 18; Lachish: O. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic Assemblages", Fig. 5.32: 1 
and D. Ussishkin (ed. ), The Renewed Archaeological Excavations, Vol. IV, Fig. 26.50: 2; Tel Arad: L. Singer- 
Avitz, TA 29: 1, Fig. 13 - B47; Tel Goren: B. Mazar et al, Atigot 5, Fig. 9: 12 and 15: 14; Ramat Rachel: Y. 
Aharoni, RR (1962), Fig. 12: 3; Tel `Ira: Y. Beit-Arieh, Tel `Ira, Fig. 6.101: 3. 
576 M. Aharoni & Y. Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite Sites", p. 86. On "Lachish Str. III" variants of the 
earlier type see e. g. Aharoni & Aharoni, ibid, pp. 76-84 "no. 4"; O. Zimhoni, "The Iron Age Pottery of Tel 
`Eton", pp. 186.193, Fig. 4.5: 11; idem, "Two Ceramic Assemblages from Lachish Levels III and 11", pp. 221- 
222, Fig. 5.6: 4-9. Also L. Singer-Avitz, "Arad: The Iron Age Pottery Assemblages", p. 141, "CP 9-10. " 
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2. "Open" cooking pots with flaring ridged rim 
Two specimens of this type were uncovered from the "House of the Bullae. " The first one 
(Reg. No. 11853/1) has a dark red to brown clay, a brown core and white grits and has a 

globular body. The second specimen (11580/1) is more sack-shaped and has a red to grey 
clay, a brown core and white grits. 577 These cooking pots are easily distinguishable from the 

earlier Iron Age II variants and are widely attested within the the Iron Age IIC ceramic 

repertoire. 578 

Closed type: 
Site Stratum - Location Cat. No. Publication Details 
City of David Str. 10 - Area 5 RN 1050 Steiner (2001), -- 

p. 64 fig. 6.11: 1s'9 
Lachish Str. II - Locus 3 62/1 Aharoni, Lachish Type "CP 150" 

V, P1.47: 21 
Tel Goren Str. V- Locus 42 230/4 Mazar, Atiqot 5 -- 

(1966), Fig. 8: 11580 
Tel `Ira Str. VI - Loc. 274 9007/2-3,1393/9 Beit-Arieh, Tel ̀ Ira, 

Fig. 6.62: 6.9.10 
Tel Arad Str. VII - 5698/3 Singer-Avitz, Type "CP 10" 

Locus 779 TA 29: 1 (2002), pp. 
186.204 fig. 44: 4 

Beth-Zur Str. III 11.6.28 8641 Lapp & Lap, -- 
Fig. 19: 7 51 

Tel Batash Str. II - Locus 779 7542 Kelm & Mazar, -- 
Timnah, p. 166 Fig. 
8.28: 3592 

Tell el-Mazer Str. V K. Yassine, 
Archaeology of 
Jordan, p. 105, 
Pl. XII: 2 

Open type: 
Site Stratum - Location Cat. No. Publication Details 
Tel `Ira Str. VI - Loc. 274 1366/1; 1993/10; Beit-Arieh, Tel 

9011/1 `Ira, 
Fig. 6.62: 5.7-8 

Lachish Str. II - Locus 3 107/13 Aharoni, Lachish Type "CP 100" 
V, Pl. 47: 19 

Tel Miqne Str. IB - Room 26 No. 12 Gitin, AASOR 49, "Judean cooking 
Fig. 2.13: 12593 pot" 

Tel Arad Str. VII - Locus 17432/8 Singer-Avitz, Type "CP 6" 
605A TA 29: 1, Fig. 41: 4 

57 Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", Fig. 6: 9-10. 
578 Aharoni & Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite Sites", p. 86. Also Singer-Avitz, "Arad: The Iron Age 
Pottery Assemblages", p. 141 "CP 6. " Concerning the earlier "shallower" types see idem, pp. 76-83 "no. 3. " On 
the Lachish "III" examples of this type see e. g. : O. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic Assemblages from Lachish Levels 
III and II", pp. 221-222: fig. 5.6: 1-2. 
579 M. L. Steiner, Excavations by Kathleen M Kenyon, Vol. III, 2001, p. 64, Fig. 6.11: 1 
58° B. Mazar et al, "Engedi", Atiqot 5 (1966), pp. 22-23, Fig. 8: 11. For more examples from Tel Goren see fig. 
8: 12-13. 
58' P. Lapp and N. Lapp in: O. R. Sellers et al., The 1957 Excavation at Beth-Zur, p. 67, and Fig. 19: 7. 
582 G. L. Kelm & A. Mazar, Timnah, Fig. 8.28: 3. 
583 S. Gitin, "Tel Miqne-Ekron: A Type-Site for the Inner Coastal Plain in the Iron Age II Period", AASOR 49, 
pp. 44-45, fig. 2.13: 12. 
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Tel Goren Str. V- Locus 42 111/10 & 111/11 Mazar, Atigot 5 
(1966), Fig. 8: 14584 

Beth-Zur Str. 111 11.6.28 8651 Lapp & Lapp, 
AASOR 1968, Fig. 
19: 15115 

Tel Batash Str. II 7565 Kelm & Mazar, 
Timnah, Fig. 8.28: 2 

Table 24: Examples of closed and open cooking pots from Iron Age IIC central Judah and the Shephelah 
region. 

vi. Cvlindrical juglet 

Fig. 52. Left: Cylindrical juglet from the "House of the Bullae. " Courtesy of D. Tsoran, Institute of 
Archaeology (HUJ); Photo: R. Wiskin. Right: Line-drawing of the same juglet (after: Shiloh, "A Group of 
Hebrew Bullae", Fig. 6: 11). 

We would like to add here this cylindrical juglet (find no. 11694/1) with horizontal ribbing. 

It is made of red to grey clay and has white grits. 586 It has a thick round everted rim. The 

handle is nodged onto shoulder and rim. 587 It not only has several parallels within the same 

Str. 10 of the City of David and contemporary strata elsewhere in Jerusalem, it is also 

represented at many other Iron Age IIC sites throughout central Judah, the Shephelah, as 

well as at other sites in adjacent regions such as Jordan (in the territories of both ancient 

Ammon and Edom). 588 It is not normally regarded as a diagnostic type fossil. Although the 

juglet has close precursors in preceding Iron Age IIB strata589, many of which are hard to 

distinguish from the type discussed here, there may be minor differences such as: 1) its 

more flaring body, 2) its narrower everted neck, and 3) its slightly more elongated 

appearance, which may, however, be more apparent than real. -590 The slightly "stockier" 

584 See n. 580. 
585 In: 0. R. Sellers, et al., The 1957 Excavations at Beth-Zur, p. 66. 
586 Y. Shiloh, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", Fig. 6: 11. 
587 For a description see: M. & Y. Aharoni, "The Stratification of Judahite Sites", p. 84. 
588 E. g. Str. II - Store room 3- reg. No. 357/1: Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, Pl. 47: 27; 55. Laid on the foundations of 
Str. III - also p. 19 and Pl. 57. The cylindrical juglet is classified as Jd 60 at Lachish (see above 2.3.4 b). At Tel 
Batash Str. 11 - dwelling 743, reg. No. 7220: G. L. Kelm & a. Mazar, Timnah, pp. 149, Fig. 8.8, p. 166, Fig. 
8.28: 9. A similar type, but with a somewhat straighter elongated body was found in Tel Miqne: S. Gitin, "The 
Neo-Assyrian Empire and It's Western Periphery", p. 95. A similar juglet was also found at Jordanian Tell el- 
Mazar, see: R. E. Hendrix et al, Ancient Pottery of Transjordan, pp. 194-195 no. 271. 
589 See e. g. Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, Pl. 55 - Str. III, the precurser type appears to be less flaring toward the 
bottom. Also see 0. Zimhoni, "Two Ceramic Assemblages from Lachish Levels III and II", p. 223 Fig. 5.7 
e. nos. 4-9. 

Pers. communication with L. Singer-Avitz, July 2003. L. Freud, however, has indeed also noticed a 
difference between these juglets at Tel 'Ira. She too notes that this type is more common in Str. VI (late Iron 
Age 11) than in Str. VII, and refers to parallels from the City of David, the Ophel, Arad Str. VII-VI for 
comparison. In: Y. Beit-Arieh, Tel ̀ Ira, p. 220. 
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precursor (found at many sites from the end of the 8th - early 7th cent. B. C. ), is also found 

alongside the narrower juglet until the end of Iron Age IIC. 591 Notably, the juglet containing 

17 bullae found at Lachish Str. II - see above: ch. 1: 2.3 - is identical with this type. Its 

stratifigraphical context is contemporary with Str. 10 of the City of David. 592 

Other pottery types, such as the widely attested Iron Age IIB-C holemouth jars, found at the 

"House of the Bullae" (Reg. Nos. 11670/2 & 11593/3) may also be mentioned, but the 

lifespan of this type is not restricted to the last phase of Iron Age II only, and hence its 

chronological significance is of a more limited value here. 593 One other type of vessel, 
however, deserves special mention. Three ovoid-shaped, long-necked unpainted "imitation 

Assyrian" store jars were retrieved from "City of David" Area G, in the adjacent "House of 

Ahiel. "594 Two are without handles, while the third one has two tiny loop handles. This type 

is found at contemporary 7t'-6`h cent. B. C. sites, both in the Mesopotamian homeland as 

well as in the peripheries of the Neo-Assyrian/Neo-Babylonian empires, e. g. in Cisjordan 

(e. g. Tel Arad, Tel `Ira Str. VI, Tel Batash Str. II, Samaria Str. VII) and in Transjordan (e. g. 
595 in the tomb of Adoni-Nur). 

The above list of late Iron Age type fossils should suffice to show that the hoard of bullae is 

adequately dated in archaeological terms by a well-delineated late Iron Age II ceramic 

assemblage found in association with it. 

59' This type, however, also continues to exist alongside the more flaring one and is found also at 71h cent. B. C. 
Jerusalem - see e. g. M. L. Steiner, Excavations by Kathleen M. Kenyon, Vol. III, pp. 82.87. On the 
continuation from the Lachish Str. III to 11/b horizon of this type see also: I. Eshel & K. Prag, Excavations by 
Kathleen M. Kenyon, Vol IV, p. 50 and Pl. 24: 10. The juglet containing the 17 bullae at Lachish Str. II is an 
exact parallel to the juglet found in the "House of the Bullae. " For the Mamilla tombs see: A. Kloner & D. 
Davis, "A Burial Cave of the Late First Temple Period on the Slope of Mount Zion", in H. Geva, Ancient 
Jerusalem Revealed, pp. 108-109. 
592 Another example of this narrower type from Lachish Str. 11 - Locus 24, see: Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, Pl. 
49: 7. 
59' Holemouth jars indeed were found in Locus 967 as well as in many loci in area G and in adjacent trenches 
excavated by K. M. Kenyon. Although holemouth jars (with different rims and bodies) (see Y. Shiloh, "A 
Group of Hebrew Bullae", pp. 24-25, fig. 6: 17,19) are statistically representative of 7s cent. B. C. Jerusalem 
[Str. 10] (e. g. on this: M. L. Steiner, Excavations by Kathleen M. Kenyon, Vol. III, pp. 54 [table 6.1]. 56 
[different types]. 58.85), and are used in great quantities at important industrial sites in the Shephelah during the 
7`" cent. B. C. (e. g. Tel Miqne - Str. IC/B, Tel Batash - Str. [I), they do have earlier parallels e. g. at Lachish Str. 
III and Tel Beit Mirsim A2, etc. For the longevity of this type of store jar and the difficulties to deliminate its 
precise chronological horizon, see also: G. Barkay et al, "A Late Iron Age Fortress North of Jerusalem", 
BASOR 328 (2002), pp. 59-65. 
59o See: Cahill and Tarler, ibid, p. 40. Also G. Hurvitz, ibid, p. 30. 
595 For a more detailed discussion see: ch. 2: 1.4 ii, 3. 
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c) Evidence of Foreign Occupation/Destruction 

Several houses in Str. 10 (Area G) provide evidence of massive destruction of this area at 

the end of the Iron Age IIC Period. Such evidence has not only been forthcoming from: 

"thick layers of charred remains unearthed in structures such as the Burnt Room and the 
Bullae House, but also in the deep stone rubble from collapsed buildings found 

covering the eastern slope. , 596 

At the "Burnt Room" (north of Ahiel's House in Area G), the ceiling was found to have 

crushed down, and the wooden beams were carbonized because of the intense 

conflagration. 597 Beneath it, the excavators discovered charred pieces of finely carved wood 
in forms reminiscent of ivory furniture known from other sites in Israel. Ash and stone 

rubble in some of the houses reached up to the ceilings of their first stories. 598 

Iron and bronze arrow heads found both in the "Burnt Room" and in the "House of the 
Bullae" support the idea that a battle was fought here. These finds resemble those 

uncovered in the earlier excavations conducted in the same Area by K. M. Kenyon 599 
, as 

well as those by Y. Shiloh in Area E (including the "Ashlar House")600, those on the 
Western Hill in the Jewish Quarter by N. Avigad601 and those by B. and E. Mazar at the 
Ophel, north of the City of David. 602 

After the devastasting catastrophy which befell the Judahite capital, there was a clear break 
in occupation603, both on the slopes of the eastern hill as well as on the western hill, even if 

some limited settlement continued in other parts of the city and its close vicinity. 604 

596 J. Cahill & D. Tarler, "Excavations Directed by Yigael Shiloh", pp. 39-40. Also Y. Shiloh, "Jerusalem", in: 
NEAEHL, Vol. 2, p. 709. 
597 Cahill & Tarler, ibid, p. 39. Also: D. Bahat & G. Hurvitz, "Jerusalem - Die Zeit des ersten Tempels, 
archäologische Forschungen", pp. 2213-214. 
598 Y. Shiloh, Excavations at the City of David - I, Qedem 19, pp. 18-19. Also: idem, "Judah and Jerusalem in 
the Eighth-Sixth Centuries B. C. E. ", esp. pp. 102-103. 
599 K. M. Kenyon, Digging Up Jerusalem, pp. 170-171 (esp. squares A I-III); idem, Royal Cities of the Old 
Testamen', 1971, pp. 147-159. Also see more recently: M. L. Steiner, Excavations by Kathleen M. Kenyon in 
Jerusalem, Vol. 111, pp. 80.100-101.108-109. 
600 Y. Shiloh, "Jerusalem", NEAEHL, Vol. 2, p. 709. 
601 N. Avigad, Discovering Jerusalem, pp. 53-54. 
602 E. Mazar, "The Royal Quarter of Biblical Jerusalem", in H. Geva, Ancient Jerusalem Revealed, pp. 64-72 
(esp. p. 70); E. Mazar & B. Mazer, Excavations on the South of the Temple Mount, Qedem 29. Pers. comm. 
with E. Mazer -May 2001. E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 309-310; Ph. J. King, Jeremiah: 
An Archaeological Companion, 1993, pp. 72-76. 
603 E. g. Y. Shiloh, "Jerusalem", p. 709; H. Blok & M. Steiner, Jerusalem - Ausgrabungen im Heiligen Land, p. 60. 
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2.5.5 A Possible Identification 

The names °Azaryahu ("Yahweh has helped") and IIilgiyahu ("Yahweh is [my] portion") 

are frequently attested, both in the biblical records and in the ancient Israelite/Judahite 

onomasticon. No title is given. 605 

Even so, it has been suggested by T. Schneider that its owner may have been the likenamed 

Azaryah son of Hilqiah attested in sacerdotal genealogies (1Chron. 5: 29-41,9: 10-11 and 
Ezra 7: 1), who had been one of the last high priests of Yahweh at Jerusalem prior to the fall 

of the city and the destruction of its temple. 606 Even though CAzaryahu is not known from 

any extant narrative text, his father Hilqiyahu is. It is he who discovered the famous Torah 

scroll at the Temple during the reign of king Josiah. Along with the royal scribe Shaphan, 

he played a central role at the Josianic court (2Kgs. 22: 8; 2Chron. 34: 15). Notably, as we 
have suggested above, Shaphan's son Gemaryahu may also be attested as a seal owner on 

one of the "House of the Bullae" impressions (see above 2.4.5). 

Again it is the combination of circumstances which makes the equation seem compelling: 
both biblical officials apparently belonged to the same generation ca. 600 B. C., both men 
belonged to the highest ranking elite of the period, and both were active just north of "Area 

G" (or even including it? ), i. e. at the royal quarter of Ophel and the adjacent Temple Mount. 

But how likely is the assumption that the biblical high priests ̀ Azaryahu and his father 

Hilqiyahu are referrred to on this bulla? Would it be implausible to assume that another man 

with the same name and patronymic could have worked in this area, only a few hundred 

meters away from the Ophel and Temple Mount? Theoretically such a possibility should not 
be categorically dismissed. On the other hand, taking both the biblical and the epigraphic 

evidence into account, one must admit that the chance of finding even two men with these 

604 G. Barkay, "The Redefining of Archaeological Periods: Does the Date 588/586 B. C. E. Indeed Mark the End 
of Iron Age Cultures", pp. 107-108. 
605 E. g. WSS name index, p. 605. 
606 E. g. T[svi]. Schneider, "Azariahu Son of Hilkiahu (High Priest? ) on a City of David Bulla", IFJ 38 (1988), 
pp. 139-141; idem, "Six Biblical Signatures - Seals and Seal Impressions of Six Biblical Personages 
Recovered", BAR 17: 4 (1991), pp. 26-33. Also see: W. B. Barrick, "Genealogical Notes on the `House of 
David' and the `House of Zadok' ", JSOT 96 (2001), p. 46 and n. 64. 
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names and patronyms in the same location and from the same period607 is really quite 

unique. 608 

Only one other seal - unprovenanced and of green malachite - (initial publication in 1970, 

i. e. before the discovery of the House of the Bullae hoard609) bears exactly the same 

combination of names, i. e. WSS 307 from the private collection of S. Moussaieff of London 

and Herzliya 610 It also lacks a title. If genuine, palaeographically a date around 600 B. C. 

would seem compatible. 611 It has been suggested that the owner of this seal was indeed one 

and the same high priest referred to above. If he were somebody else instead, this would be 

evidence for one other person with the same name combination from about the same era and 
location within Judah. 

Another unprovenanced seal (currently housed at the R. and E. Hecht Museum in Haifa612) 

bears the inscription: `Azaryahu (son of) 4/q'(11[deity] is [my] portion")", the latter being 

an obvious abbrevation of the longer name " Hilgiyahu" (see WSS 306). The script, however, 

seems to be earlier than that of the bulla and the afore-mentioned seal. A late 8th to early 7th 

cent. B. C. date has been suggested. 613 

Even if the equation of the bulia owners must remain tentative, it should at least be 

considered as potentially corroborative of dating Iron Age IIC remains in the City of David 

to the early 6ý' cent. B. C., i. e. prior to the destruction of the city by what is plausibly the 

work of Nebuchadnezzar's Neo-Babylonian forces. 614 

607 We note, however, that although Azaryahu's bulla was found in Area G (and the same is naturally true for 
Gemaryahü s bulla as well), this does not implicate by definition that this man was also in fact working in this 
location, as the papyrus scroll to which it was attached, could have been sent from anywhere outside of 
Jerusalem (probably within Judah as seem indicated by the Judahite theophoric elements in both names). 
608 Virtually the same conclusions were independently recently arrived at by L. Mykytiuk, Identifying Biblical 
Persons in Northwest Semitic Inscriptions, pp. 148-152. 
609 N. Avigad, "Six Ancient Hebrew Seals", Sefer Shmuel Yeivin, Jerusalem (Hebrew), 1970, p. 307 no. 4. Not 
available to this author. 
610 BPPS p. 80 no 72. 
611 This date is also suggested by e. g. R. Deutsch and A. Lemaire, BPPS, p. 80; J. Renz & W. Rollig, HAE I1/2, 
p. 340 no. 16.33; L. Mykytiuk, Biblical Persons in North-West Semitic Inscriptions, p. 180 n. 154 etc. E. g. the 
he (esp. the one in the lower register) is of the late diagnostic type with upper horizontal bar crossing the 
vertical shaft and the latter crossing it on the top. The same was noted to be true for the he in the lower register 
of the House of the Bulla impression. 
612 N. Avigad et al., West Semitic Stamp Seals, p. 86, no. 67. 
613 See WSS p. 139 no. 306; A. Lemaire, "Sept sceaux nord-ouest sbmitiques inscrits", EI 18 (1985), pp. 30*- 
31 *; N. Avigad et al, West Semitic Stamp Seals, p. 86. 
614 J. Elayi has argued that an unprovenanced seal and bezel ring of a certain priest Hanan bn Hilgiyahu hkhn 
may belong to Azaryahu's brother, Hanan, who is not attested elsewhere. She argued, that the script of the seal 
is so reminiscent of that of the House of the Bullae Azaryahu bulla, that it perhaps may be assumed that one 
and the same seal engraver engraved both seals. See: J. Elayi, "Name of Deuteromy's Author Found on a Seal 
Ring" BAR 13 (Sept/Oct. 1987), pp. 54-56. This resemblance has also recently been highlighted by L. 
Mykytiuk, Identifying Biblical Persons in Northwest Semitic Inscriptions, pp. 177-188. If warranted, and if the 
Hanan seal is genuine (the seal is reported to have been acquired in 1980 - i. e. before the discovery of the City 
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Excursus I-A Jar Handle from Tel Goren 

1. A Jar Handle of the King of Babylon? 

Fig. 53. Top left: photo by the author - Courtesy of T. Dothan and E. Mazar, Institute of Archaeology (HUJ); 
top right: line-drawing made by this author of plasticine impression from the original. 

a) The Jar handle and Its Provenance 

A jar handle (field no. 208/4) with a seal impression of a two-winged sun disk with an 

inscription (on the reading see below) was found by B. Mazar's team during the excavations 

at Tel Goren (ancient En-Gedi) during the 1961-1962 excavation season. It was discovered 

in the Iron Age Str. V (the earliest Iron Age stratum attested at the site615), in Locus 31 

(Areas B-C) on the Southern slope of the tell 616 

With the kind permission of E. Mazar and T. Dothan, the present author was allowed to 

examine the jar handle during his visit to the Institute of Archaeology (Hebrew University 

of Jerusalem) in May 2001 617 He was also allowed to take several photographs and produce 

plasticise impressions of the stamped jar handle. 

As the seal was impressed lengthwise in between the ridges of the jar handle, its details are 

only fragmentarily preserved. An inscription was placed over the winged sun disk. The 

of David hoard - but its publication postdates the discovery), this would undoubtedly add weight to the 
equation of the seal owner of the City of David bulla with the likenamed high priest Azaryahu bn Hilkiyahu. 
61 E. g. B. Mazar, "En-Gedi", NEAEHL, Vol. 2, p. 401. 
616 This Area of Tel Goren was visited by the author in August 2004. 
617 When this author visited the Institute again in August 2004, the jar handle was no longer in E. Mazar's 
office. Mazar argued that it had to be with E. Stern, who is currently preparing the final publication on the Tel 
Goren excavations. 
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inscription is almost completely preserved and yet its correct reading has been the subject of 

considerable debate. The first and third letters can be read without problems as lamed and 

resh. The second character can be read as either nun or mem, but its head cannot be clearly 

seen due to a large white grit in the clay. The last letter has been read as either taw or aleph. 
Also here the top part cannot be fully seen, this time due to the fragmentary state of the 
impression. It has also been suggested that the inscription continued underneath the winged 
sun disk, though no signs of this have been found. The two-winged sun disk has been 

compared with the two-winged sun disks on lmlk store jars from the Lachish Str. III 
horizon, but as we shall see in due course, there are also important differences which should 
not be underestimated. 

The jar handle was discovered in situ together with 3 sizable sherds belonging to the body 

of the same store jar, which, as G. Barkay has correctly identified, was a typical Lachish 
Str. III type 484 store jar. 618 As another Imlk jar handle belonging to this type of vessel was 
also uncovered from the site (i. e. with the traditional two-winged sun disk + inscription Imlk 

and GN zyp), as well as one with a prancing horse (belonging to a completely restored type 
484 store jar)619, the attribution to this category of vessels seems indisputable. 20 Despite 

the discovery of some apparently earlier Iron Age IIB vessels at the En-Gedi cemetery 
(found during excavation work conducted there in 1905 by G. D. Sandel621), no clear signs 
of occupation at the ancient site of Tel Goren itself before the late 7 th cent. B. C. have been 

uncovered. 

Remains of the first Iron Age Stratum "V" (built directly on natural bedrock) were found 
both on the summit as well as on the slopes of the Tel. 622 The jar handle was found on the 

southern slope amidst destruction debris and ash. This part of the settlement consisted of 

618 Together with A. G. Vaughn, lmlk jar handles and the related official seal impressions have recently been 
restudied by G. Barkay and as such both scholars are among the leading capacities within the field, e. g. G. 
Barkay & A. G. Vaughn, "LMLK and Official Seal Impressions from Tel Lachish", TA 23 (1996), pp. 61-74. 
Also: A. G. Vaughn, Theology, History and Archaeology in the Chronicler's Account of Hezekiah, SBL, 
Atlanta, 1999. They date the jar handles to the Lachish Str. [II horizon. The lmik jar handles are currently being 
restudied in even greater and probably almost insurpassable detail by G. Grena of Redondo Beach/Califomia. 
See his website: www. lmtk. com and his recent volume LMLK -A Mystery Belonging to the King, Vol. 1, 
Redondo Beach, 2004. 
619 B. Mazar & E. Dunayewsky, "En-Gedi, Fourth and Fifth Seasons", IFJ 17 (1967), p. 137. 
620 The handle discussed here was unfortunately not examined by H. Mommsen et al., "The Provenience of the 
ImIk Jars", 1EJ 34(1984), pp. 89-113. 
621 This pottery is published by B. Mazar et al., ibid, pp. 53-58. 
622 A final publication of the Excavations at Tel Goren is currently in preparation by E. Stern - pers. 
communication August 2004. 
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uniform buildings and courtyards623, in which a great number of barrel shaped vats624 were 

uncovered used for industrial purposes - as seems likely, for the production of 

balsam/perfume 625 Great quantities of sherds belonging to typical late Iron Age vessels, 

such as folded rim bowls, open and closed cooking pots, water decanters, high footed 

Judahite lamps, bag shaped store jars as well as rosette stamped jar handles, clearly suggest 

a date close to 600 B. C. for this settlement. 626 The significance of these diagnostic vessels 

has been discussed above in terms of their discovery at late Iron Age sites e. g. Lachish Str. 

II, City of David Str. 10, Tel Arad Str. VII-VI, Beth-Zur Str. III etc. The excavators 

suggested that the site was founded during the reign of king Josiah, that the industrial 

community was a royal estate of perfume-makers, and that Str. V had been occupied until 4- 

5 years after the demise of the Judahite kingdom - i. e. until 582/1 B. C627 Other finds, 

which seem also to support this approximate date for Stratum V are e. g.: a small square seal 

of 'Uriyahu (bn) `Azaryahu (with diagnostic late 7th cent. B. C. palaeographic traits628), 

"Inscribed Judahite Weights", etc 629 

Despite suggestions made by the original excavators concerning the terminus post quem of 

Iron Age En-Gedi, G. Barkay has suggested that the site was already in existence during the 

late 8t' cent. B. C 630 As the jar handle discussed here, and the store jar with the impression 

of the prancing horse (which according to Barkay both date from the reign of Hezekiah), 

were both found in destruction debris and ash, he suggests that the site had been destroyed 

in 701 B. C. by Sennacherib, presumably during its early days of settlement, after which the 

site must have continued to exist until the early 6`h cent. B. C. This conclusion is, however, 

not accepted by e. g. E. Stem, the current editor of the Tel Goren excavations' final report 631 

Also, the presence of lmlk jar handles and type 484 store jars within a late Iron Age stratum 
does not prove that this stratum dates to the 8t' cent. B. C. Regardless of suggestions made 
by G. Barkay and A. G. Vaughn, that all Imlk store jars belong to the Lachish Str. III 

horizon (for references see n. 618 above), there is sufficient evidence that at least some 

623 Ibid, p. 400. Note also that the image shown on the large seal of Tobshalon, from the same stratum on the 
northern slope, resembles the layout of the industrial buildings found at the site, i. e. a courtyard flanked by two 
small rooms. Also WSS 172. 
624 E. g. for a reconstruction of these see: B. Mazar, Atiqot 5 (1966), Figs. 6-7. 
625 For a discussion on the possible production of opobalsamum/aparsamon at En-Gedi see B. Mazar, "The 
Excavations at Tel Goren", pp. 20f. Also the discovery of vats, cooking pots, mortars and ovens seem to 
support this suggestion. A gloss on Jer. 52: 16 by Rabbi Joseph (B. T. Shab. 26a) states that the vinedressers and 
husbandmen left in the land by Nebuzaradan in 586 B. C., were balsam gatherers, who worked in e. g. En-Gedi. 
See B. Mazar, "En-Gedi", NEAEHL - Vol. 2, p. 401. 
626 See B. Mazar, "The Excavations at Tel Goren", Figs. 8-9. 
627 Ibid, pp. 20-21. See also n. 12 concerning the reference by Rabbi Joseph about the balsam gatherers of En- 
Gedi after the Fall of Jerusalem. 
628 E. g. the writing of he with unparalleled horizontal bars as well as the shape of aleph as discussed above. 629 E. g. B. Mazar, "Excavations at the Oasis of Engedi", Archaeology 16: 2 (1963), pp. 104-105. 
630 G Barkay, "The King of Babylonia or a Judean Official", 1E145 (1995), p. 46. 
61 ' E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 136f. 
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vessels continued into the 7`h cent. B. C., and that lmlk seal impressions (especially and 

perhaps only) of the two-winged sun disk type were in use until at least the middle of that 

century. 632 

b) The Seal Impression Reassessed 

i. The Inscription 

Several readings have been proposed for the stamp impression on the jar handle. Most 

scholars believe their reading to be significant for dating the Tel Goren Stratum V. 

Due to the fragmentary state of the inscription, B. Mazar et al. suggested 4 possible 

readings based on proposals made by other scholars: i. Inrt, ii., 1mrt, iii. lnr' or iv. Imr ; 633 

Two readings stood out for Mazar et al., and to which they devoted closer scrutiny: 

1) The rendering nr' (based on the proposal made by N. Avigad). They compare this with 
the reading of the same name found on a Wk jar handle (with the two-winged sun disk 

impression) and an official seal impression of jar'. sbn' (from Ramat Rachel - Str. V). 

2) The rendering mr' (based on the proposal made by S. Yeivin), representing Aramaic 

mr 634, "overlord. " Consequently the title could refer to a "foreign authority ruling Judah 

after the destuction of the First Temple, i. e. to king Nebuchadnezzar of Babylonia. "635 

632 The most recent list of "late" specimens can be found in: G. M. Grena, LMLK - Vol. 1, p. 337, Table 30. 
Examples from Tel Batash Str. II, Beth-Zur Str. III and the one-period site of Horvat Shilhha are especially 
noteworthy. At Batash even completely restorable Imik jars (unstamped) were uncovered and consequently, it 
must be assumed that they continued to be used during the 70' cent. E. g. G. L. Kelm & A. Mazar, Timnah, pp. 
164.168f. Noticeably at Horvat Shilha, which was not occupied during the 8b, but only during the late 7t' cent. 
B. C., ajar handle with a2 winged sun disk and the GN zjy]p was found (Grena type Z2D = Lemaire ZIIb), and 
as such would be closely reminiscent of the situation at Tel Goren. As Grena has noted, it is especially the 2- 
winged type, which is well represented in 7'b cent strata. This does indeed support the suggestion that these 
jars continued to be manufactured after the destruction of Lachish Stratum III. Grena, ibid, esp. pp. 336.338. 
Note also that all 11 specimens from Beth-Zur (Str. III) are of the 2-winged type. Regardless of the many late 
strays, which undoubtely do exist, some indeed seem to be from a 7th cent. B. C. primary context. On this also 
see E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 174-175.178. On Horvat Shitha see e. g.: Z. Ilan et al., 
"Shilha, Horvat", in: NEAEHL Vol. 4, p. 1364. 
633 B. Mazar, "Excavations at En-Gedi", pp. 34f. The reading of taw at the end of the line was based on a 
suggestion made by N. Avigad, while aleph was suggested by S. Yeivin. 
634 Noticeably the alternate form mry is also interchanged with imik and Imlk' on store jars from Persian period 
Elephantine: E. Sachau/A. Ungnad, Aramäische Papyrus aus Elephantine, Leipzig, 1911, p. 109, No. 86: 10. 
631 B. Mazar et al., ibid, p. 35. Also : J. N. Graham, "'Winedressers and Plowmen' 2 Kings 25: 12 and Jeremiah 
52: 16", BA (March, 1984), p. 57. Also see the earlier Aramaic stamp impression with the same title/name mr' - WSS 808. Also see: WSS p. 466. 
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Both readings suggest an aleph at the end of the top register. The reading of Mazar et at. 

was accepted by some scholars636, while A. D. Tushingham suggested that the term did not 

refer to Nebuchadnezzar, but to Gedaliah the Judean governor. 637 

Having restudied the available photographs, G. Barkay rejected mr' and preferred the 

reading nr'. 638 In support of his proposal that the jar handle belongs to the Lachish Str. III 

horizon, Barkay likewise refers to "Nera the son of Shebna", whose jar handles (stamped 

with different seals) were uncovered at Jerusalem (the Jewish Quarter = WSS 687) as well 

as at Lachish (Stratum III)639,640 

The reading nr' with aleph was, however, criticised recently by D. S. Vanderhooft, who 

argued (again on the basis of photographsTM1), that the letter at the end of the line must read 

law. 42 Vanderhooft suggested reading either nun or (and this is new) kap for the second 

character, rendering either nrt or krt. 

Based on a direct study of the original stamped jar handle, as well as on private discussions 

with A. Lemaire and D. S. VanderhooftTM3, this author suggests the following reading: 

. 1'ý 
/ y 

Fig. 54 nun as found on the Tel Goren seal impression with horizontal bar sliding down from the top of the 
vertical shaft (left) and the reconstruction of a classical late 8th - early 7'h cent. B. C. nun (right). 

Letter 2= nun: Although the reading mem cannot be completely ruled out', as no signs of 

a left vertical bar of mem can be seen neither to the left of the grit nor above the upper ridge 

of the handle, nun does seem the best choice by far. The horizontal bar appears to slide 
down from the top of the vertical shaft (see drawing), which would be typical of a late 8th - 

636 E. g. by O. Keel & Chr. Uehlinger, GGG, p. 449 who leave the question of identity of this mr' open. 
637 A. D. Tushingham, "New Evidence Bearing on the LMLK Stamp", BASOR 287 (1992), p. 64. 
638 G. Barkay, "The King of Babylonia or a Judean Official? ", pp. 44-45. 
639 Barkay, ibid, p. 45. N. Avigad, Discovering Jerusalem, 1983, pp. 44-45. D. Ussishkin (ed. ), The Renewed 
Archaeological Excavations at Lachish 1973-1994, Part IV, pp. 2138ff. and Fig. 29.16: 2. Also: G. Barkay & A. 
G. Vaughn, "LMLK and Official Seal Impressions", p. 69. An official seal impression of a certain nry. sbnyw 
LIso from the Jewish Quarter in Jerusalem) may belong to the same royal official - see WSS 688 - too. 

See WSS 685. 
611 Pers. communication with D. S. Vanderhooft - May 2001. 
642 D. S. Vanderhooft, The Neo-Babylonian Empire and Babylon in the Latter Prophets, pp. 103f. As such he 
accepted the proposal previously made to B. Mazar et al. by N. Avigad. 
64' Personal discussions based on the plasticine impressions made by this author: at the international conference 
on Judah and the Judeans in the Neo-Babylonian Period. 
6''1 In which case we would read mrt - cf. (A)mrt, "Lady", or Marat-Shamen, WSS 757. 
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early 7`h century B. C. nun. As we do not know how the rest of the head was engraved, we 

cannot, however, be dogmatic. 

*A 4< 
Fig. 55 X-shaped letter law as found on the Tel Goren seal impression (left) and traditional aleph in upward 
stance (right). 

Letter 4= taw: nothing suggests an aleph here. Even though the upper part of the letter is 

not visible (due to the upper ridge), the X-shape of the letter (with equal length of the 2 

bars), is absolutely clear. If one assumes a traditional "8`t' cent. B. C. " aleph - with 

horizontally V-shaped acute angle (pointing leftward), one would expect the angle to widen 

toward the right. This is not the case. The reading of aleph has recently also been queried by 

J. Renz and W. Röllig, who argue that the slanted position of the letter makes this rendering 
"very improbable" (their own suggested yod is, however, inexplicable) 645 Indeed the 

general upward stance of aleph (sometimes with a modest slant toward the left), seems to 

suggest that the reading of aleph must be rejected. 646 This is also clear from all official seal 
impressions to which Barkay wishes to attribute the Tel Goren jar impression 647 Moreover, 

although not completely preserved, remains of the upper left stroke of the "X"-shape of the 

letter can still be seen clearly (see drawing). All this makes the reading of taw now virtually 
indisputable. 

This classical taw remained in use until the end of the monarchy period. 

All 4 letters (including the rounded base of lamed as well as the long shaft of resh) suggest 

a classical late 8t' cent. B. C. script, which continued to be used at least during the first half 

of the 7th cent. B. C., while some scribes continued to utilize these letter types even until the 

end of the Judahite monarchy, as is evident e. g. from the City of David hoard 648 Noticeably 

none of the completely preserved letters are diagnostic pegs (the head of our only peg - nun 

- is not sufficiently preserved). 

645 They suggest the reading nry, but indicate that nrt is also possible: J. Renz & W. RSllig, J-L4E 11/2, p. 314 
no. 14.34. 
6°6 e. g. J. Renz in: HAE I, Tables 4ff.; J. Renz & W. ROllig, HAE II/1, pp. 103-104. The most slanting aleph 
(nos. q and w. ), late 8th and late 7`h cent. B. C. respectively (both times from Tel Arad), do not touch the "ground 
level" on the left, while the bottom part of the central "vertical" shaft is longer. Also see L. G. Herr, SANSS, 
Fig. 46. Also on this see: A. G. Vaughn, "Palaeographic Dating", pp. 55-56 and Table 8. 
607 Vaughn, ibid, pp. 48-51, Table 4. 
648 E. g. see Fig. I in: Y. Shoham, "Hebrew Bullae", Qedem 41, p. 52: lamed (B8.36.45), nun (if of the classical 
type) -B 13.16.18.31 (note B4 with classical head and "late" diagnostic vertical bar), resh (esp. B 16.19.32), taw 
(B20.21). 
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No signs of any further inscription underneath the winged sun-disk can be seen, not even to 

the lower left, where space would have allowed at least the upper part of a letter to be seen. 

As indicated by lamed, nrt would most likely be a peronal name. Such a name, however, is 

as yet not attested in the ancient Israelite/Judahite onomasticon. Hence, could it be a foreign 

name? Perhaps so. Although other alternatives may prove to be possible, an Arabic 

etymology appears likely. 649 We would like to suggest here the attested PN Nurat (modem 

Nurah), i. e. an Arabian feminine name with the connotation: "A light/lamp [is ND] 
. 
r650 It is 

found e. g. in Thamudic script on a seal impression from the 7`h -6`h cent. B. C. late Iron Age 

Edomite site Ghrareh, where both the name of "Nurat" and that of her father Nuril651 are 

attested (i. e. nrt. nrl) 652 As the name on the Tel Goren jar handle is written in 8th -7t' cent. 

B. C. palaeo-Hebrew script, the name may be Arabic, while the seal owner herself may have 

been either a Judahite or Arabian native living in Judah. 653 As the name is found here on an 

official lmlk type store jar, it seems likely that the seal owner was a woman of high rank. 

Notably an official seal impression of yet another woman named Hannah(? ), daughter of 

°Azaryah, was excavated in Jerusalem in 1976 654 Seals of female aristocrats are well 

attested, both from Judah as well as from adjacent regions. 655 

Archaeological evidence, though scanty, of an Arabian presence in Judah itself and on its 

southern borders, toward the close of the Iron Age, as well as of trading relations between 
656 Judah and the Arabs, has been found. 

649 Also pers. communication with Semitic scholars M. Heide and G. Reinhold - October 2004. 
650 This is the Arabic equivalent of the masc. Hebrew name Nera', i. e. "[ND] is a light. " 
651 This is an abbreviated form of Nuri'el. For this name on what appears to be an unprovenanced Ammonite 
seal see: R. Deutsch & A. Lemaire, Biblical Personal Personal Seals, p. 183, no. 176. Similar names with nwr 
as an element in Ammonite language: see WSS 859 (Adoni-Nur), Aramaic: see WSS 772 (Elnuri). 753 (nrs'). 
824 (nrsws-), or in an Ammonite/Judahite name: WSS 1076 (Nuriyah). Also see WSS p. 541. 
652 See E. A. Knauf, "Appendix - The Thamudic Seal Impression", Levant XX (1988), pp. 98-99. 
653 For Arabic names or names with an Arab. etymology see: J. Renz & W. RSllig, HAE I1/2, p. 413 No. 22.1, 

170 No. 2.4, pp. 323f. No. 15.2 (? ), p. 373 No. 18.19. 
65` WSS 664. 
655 Judahite seals - provenanced: WSS 35 (from a Jerusalem tomb). Unprovenanced seals (but early): WSS 30 
(princess). 31.33.34.39.41. Ammonite seals - provenanced: WSS 872 (from Tall al-Mazar), unprovenanced (but 
early): WSS 867 (with 2 winged sun disk). 871. Edomite unprovenanced seals (but early): WSS 1053 etc. 656 S. Arabic letters have been found on potsherds from Str. 10 of the City of David including Arabic names 
e. g. Hallal, Hali and Dad - see M. Hafer, "Remarks on Potsherds with Incised South Arabian Letters", Qedem 
41 (2000), pp. 26-28. An Arabian seal was found at Beitin with the inscription "Hamiyan the Delegate"(? ) - 
see: E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 295-300 including other finds and historical 
considerations. 
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ii. The Iconography 

The 2-winged sun disk depicted on the Tel Goren jar handle has frequently been compared 

with the 2-winged sun disks on Imlk jar handle impressions, which - as we reiterate - seem 

still to have been in use during the 7t' cent. B. C. But it is important to emphasize that the 

Imlk type always has upper and lower sun rays. Also the tail of the Tel Goren sun disk is 

wider. For easy comparison we show here the types found at two 70' cent. B. C. sites: 

Fig. 56. Type S2DW was found at Tel Batash - Str. II, whereas type Z2D was uncovered at the one period site 
of ljorvat Shilha (line-drawings after G. Grena) 657 

As D. Parayre has shown in her in-depth study of winged sun disks, the specimen found on 
the Tel Goren jar handle belongs to a type which reflects Assyrianizing tendencies "plus au 

moins schematises" and which "Pent-titre assist-t-on ä la fin du VIIe et au debut du Vie 

siecle ... v@658 Parayre lists a number of examples, which all lack the upper rays. 659 

Interestingly, one of the examples listed appears on an Aramaic seal, where the inscription 

is likewise engraved above the solar symbol. 660 Although unprovenanced, the name of the 

seal bearer has been interpreted as of Arabian origin. 661 

Whether or not this type of sun disk can be classified as exclusively late Assyrianizing - as 
Parayre argues - may need further study, but an approximate attribution to the period late 
8'h- early 6t' cent. B. C. (during which the cultures of Judah and its neighbours were no 
doubt largely influenced by that of their Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian overlords) 
seems convincing-662 A date squarely within the 7th cent. B. C. for the jar handle, therefore, 

seems also to be supported by its iconography. ' 

657 G. M. Grena, LMLK - Vol. 1, p. 70, fig. 39. 
658 D. Parayre, "A propos des sceaux ouest-semitiques : Le role de l'iconographie Bans Cattribution d'un sceau 
ä une aire culturelle et it un atelier", in : B. Sass & Chr. Uehlinger (eds. ), Studies in the Iconography of 
Northwest Semitic Inscribed Seals, p. 37. An early 6`" cent. date for the Tel Goren seal impression is suggested 
b0. Keel & Chr. Uehlinger, GGG, § 224, p. 449. 
679 Parayre, ibid, p. 38 and Figs. 43-48. 
660 Ibid, Fig. 43. 
66' N. Avigad et al., West Semitic Seals, p. 130, No. 107. Note that the name WHBDH may be related to the 
Arabic verb whb "to give", while the ending dh may be an inversion of hd/DN Hadad. An Arab ruler by the 
name of Uabu/Wahb is also attested in the annals of Esarhaddon - ANET 292. 
662 This author is not convinced that this type is restricted to the late period only as Parayre suggests. E. g. 
similar Assyrianizing solar disks were adopted by regional kingdoms within the peripheries of the Assyrian 
empire as early as the 9 cent. B. C., e. g. by Kilamuwa of Sam'al (see Parayre, ibid, p. 50, fig. a). In Judah, the 
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In closing we may therefore conclude that the combination of stratigraphical, ceramic, 

palaeographic and iconographic evidence pertaining to the Tel Goren jar handle seems to 

suggest a date toward the middle of the 7th cent. B. C. However, in light of the discovery of a 

stamped two-winged sun disk impression on a lmlk jar handle at the late 7' - early 6' cent. 

B. C. one period site of Horvat Shilha, a date as late as ca. 625 B. C. also still seems 

acceptable. This would be compatible with the excavators' original date of ca. 630 B. C. for 

the foundation of Tel Goren as a royal estate during the reign of Josiah. 

use of the two-winged sun disk - though iconographically different as argued - was adopted by Hezekiah and 
his son Manasseh. This icon (though probably containing a variety of Anatolian, Phoenician, Egyptian and 
Mesopotamian elements, which had mixed over the centuries), appears on the scene when Assyria was the 
dominant power in the southern Levant and as R. Schmitt has cogently argued, the two-winged sun disk with 
upper and lower rays (likewise attested in Assyrian glyptic) was borrowed from Assyria (possibly as a sign of 
loyalty) and like in Assyria, the kings of Judah adopted it for themselves as they considered themselves to be 
representatives of the "solarized" state deity Yahweh. For a full discussion see: R. Schmitt, Bildhafte 
Herrsehaftsreprösentation im eisenzeitlichen Israel, pp. 175ff. For biblical allusions to the use of solar images 
within the state religion of Judah and as icons of divine and human kingship see e. g. 2Kgs. 23: 11; Isaiah 9: 1 ff. 
The solarization of Yahweh worship as early as the reign of Hezekiah is also supported by the depiction of 2 
winged solar disks on the unprovenanced personal seal impressions of king Hezekiah (the first one known - 
from the S. Moussaieff collection - was examined by this author on several occasions in 2002), as well as by 
the name of one of his ministers (i. e. Yehozarah = "Yahweh shines forth"), whose bulls is also known - see 
e. g. R. Deutsch, "A Hoard of Fifty Hebrew Clay Bullae from the Time of Hezekiah", in: R. Deutsch, Shlomo, 
Fs. 45-49. Also WSS 407. 

Notably S. Herbordt lists several provenanced examples of "late Assyrianizing" two-winged sun disks from 
Niniveh, Nimrud etc. which all date to the period between 687-612 B. C. S. Herbordt, Neuassyrische Glyptik 
des 8. -7. Jh. v. Chr., pp. 98-100. On the specific type of sun disk discussed here see: e. g. tables 4: 1.13-14; 7: 9; 
8: 1.15; 10: 1-6.9-10.26.28(? ); 12: 1-2; 13: 7. 
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Chapter 2 

Provenanced Seals and Bullae from Ammon (Transjordan) 

In this chapter the author will examine a) an official seal from a tomb at Amman, naming an 
attested king of the Ammonites, and b) ajar stopper with the impression of an official seal from 
Tall al-`Umayri, also naming an attested king of the Ammonites. Although the Amman tomb 
repertory reflects a period of use of ca. 50-100 years, the author hopes to establish approximate 
historical dates for the seal as well as for some high quality ceramic finds, which were found in 
close association with it. Although the jar stopper was found in the topsoil above a late Iron Age 
palatial building at Tall al-`Umayri, the author will aim to relate the object to the late Iron Age 
history of the site, specifically to the period prior to the Babylonian occupation and the demise of 
the Ammonite kingdom. By looking once again at various aspects of the seal and jar stopper in 
particular (e. g. their palaeography, iconography, historical significance of identifiable persons or 
official titles within the Ammonite state bureaucracy) and their archaeological origin in general 
(pottery evidence and evidence of foreign occupation or destruction), points of comparison will be 
established with similar material from contemporary sites in Cis- and Transjordan. 

Men with Titles 

1. 'Adoninur ̀ bd ̀ Amminadab (from: the `Adoni-Nur Tomb' in Amman) 

1.1 The Catalogue 

Photo/Drawing: 

Fig. 57 Left: The Adoni-Nur seal with inscription (after PEFA V); Right: line-drawing of the seal by the 
author. 
Inscription: 

oýýyý9xc 
�1)t7131 9 Fig. 58 Ancient Ammonite Script 

Square Hebrew Script: M-12M V '= . 123iXl7 
Transliteration : l'dnnr `bd `mndb 
Translation: "Belonging to Adoninur the Servant of [king] Amminadab (I)" 
Palaeographic Traits: vertical stance of the letters, closed bet (with curved base line), lamed with 
rounded angle and square closed ̀ ayin are early traits in Iron Age Ammonite script and point to a date 
between 700-650 B. C. for the seal. 
Icon. Details: Single border line, double line field divider 
Object: Camel ian seal 20xI7x8.5 mm. 
Proposed Date: ca. 670-650 B. C. 
Str. Details: Late Iron Age II tomb of Adoninur in Amman (with mixed deposit: 71h - 6`h cent. B. C. ) 
Origin: Amman 
Pres. Location: Amman Archaeological Museum J. 1191 
Prop. Identity: Servant of known Ammonite king Amminadab "I" (ANET 294 - 667 B. C. ) 
Parallels of Office: general honorific title of royal minister, cf. Israel: Shema ̀bd Jeroboam 
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(WSS 2), Ammon: Milkomur cbd Ba°alyisha` (WSS 860). 
Lit. G. R. Driver, "Seals and Tombstones", ADAJ 2 (1953), pp. 63-65. For an extensive list of publications 
on this seal see: W. E. Aufrecht, A Corpus of Ammonite Inscriptions, pp. 96-98; also: U. Hübner, Die 
Ammoniter, p. 53. No. 14 and n. 150. 

1.2. The Palaeography 

a) The Inscription 

The inscription is found on a carnelian scaraboid seal (2OX17x8.5MM664 ), which is drilled 

widthwise. It is set in a swivel silver ring, which, because of its size (25x20 mm on the 

inside), may have hung from a chain or fibula rather than having been worn on a forger or 

thumb. 5 The inscription in finely carved classicial Iron Age Ammonite script (see below), 

is divided into two registers, separated by a double dividing line and framed by one single 

border line. The inscription reads: =73CS7 '1S/D ' 'i7Y1 5, "Belonging to 'dnnr . Cbd 

cmndb", di. Adon[i]-Nur, Servant of [King] Amminadab. There is a vertical stroke as word 
divider between the name of the official and his title `bd. This type of word divider can also 
be seen e. g. on the famous Ammonite Tell Siran bottle inscription from the late 7th cent. 
B. C., where it is infrequently used. ̀'` The letters have been carved by a sharp implement, 

which, despite the fineness of the letters, had apparently slipped and created scratches on 

the edges of nearly every letter (especially clear in the upper register). 

b) Palaeographic Traits 

The script of the seal is clear and the letters contain typical Iron Age Ammonite traits of the 

first half of the 7`h cent. B. C. This important feature was noted by L. G. Herr in his study of 
the seal, as well as by others 667 The soundness of this palaeographic deduction is not 
difficult to recognize. Ammonite script, which either remained closely associated with 
Aramaic (from which it had derived) or developed its own scribal features after it had 

branched off from it6", witnessed the opening of the heads of bet, dalet, `ayin and resh (as 

'564 A smaller size is given in WSS 859 i. e. 17xl4xlOmm and does not correspond to the size given in the earlier 
pblications. 

This author does not necessarily agree with this assumption. The form of the ring does not readily suggest 
this. As the size of this present author's own marriage ring suggests, the size of Adoni-Nur's ring could well 
have been worn on a thicker finger or thumb. Bezels worn on chains look usually different. For examples of 
typical bezel rings worn on chains see from the same tomb: PEFA V, Pl. VII: 6. Also see: L. Jakob-Rost, Die 
Stempelsiegel im vorderasiatischen Museum Berlin, , Typentibersicht', pp. 115-118. 

E. g. H. 0. Thompson & F. Zayadine, "The Works of Amminadab", BA 37 (1972), pp. 13-19. F. M. Cross, 
"Notes on the Ammonite Inscription from Tell Siran", in: Leaves From an Epigrapher 's Notebook, pp. 100- 
102; D. Kinet, "Die Bronze-Flasche aus Tell Siran", in: F. Ninow (ed. ), Wort and Stein, pp. 133-144. For a long 
list of publications on this bottle see: W. E. Aufrecht, A Corpus of Ammonite Inscriptions, pp. 204-207. 
66' L. G. Herr, SANSS, p. 59, No. 1, followed by W. E. Aufrecht, ibid, p. 98. Also see: N. Avigad, "Ammonite 
and Moabite Seals", in: J. A. Sanders (ed. ), Near Eastern Archaeology in the Twentieth Century, pp. 284-295. 
F. M. Cross, Notes from an Epigraphers Notebook, pp. 77.103 etc. 
6" Whereas e., % L. G. Herr and F. M. Cross suggest that, Ammonite script had branched off from Aramaic by 
the mid-late cent. B. C., J. Naveh on the other hand believes that "the Ammonites always wrote in the 

138 



in Aramaic), during the second half of the 7' cent. B. C and later. 669 These features are 

absent from the Adoni-Nur seal. Although some older letter forms continued to be used 

alongside the developed late 7`h - early 6th cent. script (as is undoubtedly attested670), the 

letters seen on the seal match those found in other datable lapidary Ammonite inscriptions, 

especially so on the late 8`"-early 7th cent. B. C. Ammonite seals (for examples see Tables 

25-27). 

As on late 8"'-early 7t' cent. B. C. Ammonite stamp seals, bet and °ayin are still closed. 

Closed Pe with sharply curved base line: 

Fig. 59 Classical Ammonite closed bet in lower register of Adoni-Nur seal. 

Site Stratum-Location Cat. No. PN with bet671 late 8th/early 7tb 
cent. B. C. 

es-Salt? Unprovenanced WSS 857 t ttir]ý 

Adoni-Nur Tomb deposit WSS 973 t Xzvý 
tomb 

Aramaic script and did not develop a tradition of their own. " J. Naveh, The History of the Alphabet, p. 110. It 
seems more likely, however, that a solution would lie somewhere between the two views, suggesting that 
Ammonite never completely broke away from Aramaic, but still developed its own letter forms e. g. square 
`ayin and the virtually unique form of kap with triangular head (but see also Judahite WSS 265 and possiby 
Aramaic WSS 779). The fact that the archaic letter types opened their heads later than Aramaic (toward the end 
of the 7'° cent. B. C. instead of about a century earlier), shows that it had its own pace of development and yet 
remained influenced by it. This, however, also shows that Ammonite must have broken away before these 
letters opened in Aramaic. See: L. G. Herr, "The Palaeography of West Semitic Stamp Seals", p. 63. The 
undeniable similarities between the Aramaic and Ammonite scripts are, however, according to J. Naveh a 
logical consequence of the influence of Aramaic on the latter during the heyday of the Assyrian empire in the 
Southern Levant. Indeed, Ammonite script maintained several Aramaic traits: e. g. square based bet, zig-zag 
mem and straight edged vertical nun (for Aramaic examples WSS 750.752-753.757.760 etc. ). See also: F. M. 
Cross, Leaves from an Epigrapher's Notebook, e. g., pp. 70 and n. 1.78.100. L. G. Herr, SANSS, pp. 55ff. Also 
see: K. P. Jackson, The Ammonite Language of the Iron Age, pp. 1-2. 
669 Although L. G. Herr previously advocated that resh also opened its head toward the end of the 7`h cent. B. C., 
he recently abandoned this view, see e. g. MPP V, p. 230. For his earlier views on this e. g. SANSS, pp. 55f., or 
even quite recently: "The Palaeography of West Semitic Stamp Seals" pp. 63ff. As a matter of fact, resh does 
open as several seals clearly show, e. g. WSS 863.865.887.908.910 etc. 
670 E. g. closed square ̀ayin on the Milkomur jar stopper WSS 860, closed bet next to open headed rounded ̀ayin 
WSS 885, archaic rounded lamed on WSS 916. Also on this see: F. M. Cross, Notes from an Epigrapher's 
Notebook, p. 77. 
671 The bet of WSS 858 of Adonipelet `bd Amminadab was not listed here as the angle of the baseline is less 
sharp than with the others. Nonetheless it seems to be a late specimen of this type and appears to precede the 
more rounded ones (which often also have open heads) of the late 7`h-6th cent. B. C. A date around the middle of 
the 7th cent. B. C. or slightly later for WSS 858 seems likely. Also see the provenanced WSS 886 or MPP V no. 
33 from Tall al--`Umayri. 
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Tall Dayr °Alla Surface find WSS 988 ý] -- (-)ý 

K-1K 1: 

Tall al-`Umayri Top soil MPP V, »ýK6 
Field H, Sq. 7K32, No. 51672 ýxr1= 
Loc. 1 

? Unprovenanced6" R. Deutsch674 ýx»zý 

JýMn 

Table 25 Examples of late 8t'-early 7th cent. B. C. closed bet with sharply curved base line. 

.J 

J 

The head of bet is closed and the base-line makes a sharp curve toward the left and bends 

slightly downward. 675 Although the closed bet continues to be used during the late 7t' cent. 

B. C., as L. G. Herr has correctly noted, bet does appear to open up in many cases from that 

time on, and in many cases the base line becomes rounder. 676 A number of examples of 

early 7t' cent. B. C. closed bet with sharply curved base line are listed in Table 25. 

Another important palaeographic feature is the writing of late 8th-mid 7th cent. B. C. lamed. 

Rounded and Curved angle Va-m-eý 

Fig. 60 Classical Ammonite lamed with rounded angle on Adoni-Nur seal. 

During the late 80' to first half of the 7t' cent. B. C. lamed has two basic forms: its baseline is 

either nicely rounded or makes a sharp upward curve toward the right. As Herr argues, 

probably correctly: "... the rounded angle of lamed is generally an early characteristic in the 

Ammonite script. , 677 From the middle of the 7th cent. onward, the base line tends to dip 

672 Also in the same Volume: L. G. Herr, "The Inscribes Seals", Seal 5009, p. 230. 
673 S. Moussaieff Collection - London. 
674 R. Deutsch, "A Royal Ammonite Seal Impression", pp. 121-125 and Fig. la-b. 
675 See also: L. G. Herr, "The Palaeography of West Semitic Stamp Seals", p. 63. On the other hand, one must 
note that this is not always a consistent feature, as the sharp curve is sometimes slightly more rounded and is 
used side by side with slightly more curved bets even on the same seals e. g. WSS 902.924.954.955. Also note 
that bases of bet on WSS 858 (likewise a servant of Ammindab I as it seems), are less curved. 
676 E. g. 6th cent. B. C. MPP V, No. 57. Also on this see: L. G. Herr, "The Formal Scripts of Iron Age 
Transjordan", p. 21. Different traits do, however, mix during the late 7`h - early 6h cent. B. C. e. g. open headed 
bet with sharply curved base line, sometimes with the rounded base even side by side on the same seals (e. g 
provenanced WSS 860 and unprovenanced WSS 871). Also see Babylonian period seals: WSS 910 (open head 
and sharp base line), Babylonian style WSS 885 with early type bet with closed head and curved base line, etc. 
677 L. G. Herr, SANSS, p. 59. It is e. g. also retained in the Tell Siran bottle and Amman Theater inscriptions, 
see: e. g. G. van der Kooij, "The Identity of Trans-Jordanian Alphabetic Writing in the Iron Age", SHAJ III, 
Amman, 1987, with detailed figs. 
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downward slightly. 678 Again this is not consistent, and the earlier upward curved type is also 

retained at least until the early 6th cent. B. C 679 Even the rounded base is sporadically found, 

and can even be seen on the famous Tell Siran bottle, dated to the reign of Amminadab II 

(ca. 625 B. C) 680 

Site Stratum-Location Cat. No. PN with lamed' late 8t`/early 7t° 
cent. B. C. 

es-Salt? Unprovenanced WSS 857 ýXi+ýý 

ýr`In . 1=682 

Tall al- Topsoil - Field A WSS 886, rnb66 
`Umayri MPP V No. 33 ýttmran in 

i2tt21&13 
Tell Dayr Surface find WSS 988 t3 °(-h 
`Alfa ýý 1ý 

Ur Grave 202 WSS 9754 3 Smmý 
Excava- Find no. U. 16805 ntC'z11t 1 
tions B. M. 123006 

? Unprovenanced" WSS 985 
... noi1ý 

iM 

Amman Unprovenanced WSS 879, S lt'11tt1 
BPPS 154 LX-10 I 

Table 26 Examples of late 8 ̀h -early 7"' cent. B. C. lamed with rounded as well as curved base line. 

Gli 

GI 

It 
rl 

L4 

G 

678 Interestingly, this type of lamed is used on WSS 858, which is also believed to be from the reign of king 
Amminadab I-i. e. ca. 670- ? B. C. Based on reconstructions of the Ammonite royal line - it may be assumed 
that the latter's office was long and may have lasted until ca. 650/40 B. C. We suggest that the seal dates to the 
later years of this king. The same may be true for WSS 973, which was also found in Adoni-Nur's tomb. 
Naturally this seal may also belong to a later reign, but its Neo-Assyrian style glyptic would support a mid-7th 
cent. date. 
679 E. g. WSS 875 (top right). 885.979 (probably later than in WSS p. 331 due to late letters such as ̀ ayin as well 
as Neo-Babylonian iconography), MPP V, No. 43.51 (wrong date given on p. 276). 
680 For an excellent late 7th cent. B. C seal with rounded lamed from the Amman tombs, see: WSS 916. It is seen 
in both the Tell Siran and Amman Theatre inscriptions. See van der Kooij, ibid. But other letters in the latter 
inscriptions, such as open headed ̀ayin and bet are again indicative of their later dates. 
6ei E. g. also unprovenanced: WSS 911.912 (=BPPS 167), 918.920.921(=N. Avigad, et al., West Semitic Seals, 
No. 119). 925.955.965.985 etc. BPPS 151-152.155.161 etc. 
68: This seal in engraved on both sides. Both types, rounded and curved are found here. 
683 Front and back of the seal are inscribed. 
664 The late 8t°-early 7th century provenanced seal is most likely of Ammonite origin. See the discussion in WSS 

360. ýB5 
Bought in Aleppo. First published by Longperier in 1855. A date during the early 7a' cent. B. C. has been 

suggested by L. G. Herr, SANSS, p. 67, No. 25. 
686 S. Moussaieff Collection - London. First published by P. C. Hammond, BASOR 160 (1960), pp. 38-41. This 
seal has been dated to the 7t° cent. WSS p. 330, BPPS p. 154. According to this author a date early during the 7t' 
cent. B. C. may be probable. bet is still closed and the writing of mem looks archaic. The writing of waw 
resembles Edomite waw (such as on the Qausgabr bulla - see ch. 3, no. 1) - which also is probably to be dated 
to the first half of the 7m cent. B. C. and hence cannot be used as evidence for a later date. 
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Closed square rwiý 

Fig. 61 Classical Ammonite square shaped ̀ayin on Adoni-Nur seal. 

The square form of `ayin is a recognized innovation of "Ammonite" during the early 7th 

cent. B. C 687 Its predecessor -a round `ayin - is still seen in Ammonite lapidary 

inscriptions, e. g. the Yarh ' azar statue inscription from Amman (ca. 710 B. C. )688 Toward 

the end of the 7th cent. B. C. the letter starts to open up toward the top and receives a rounder 

(sometimes also triangular) body 689 But as we shall see later on, in terms of the Milkom'ur 

`bd Ba`alyisha` jar stopper inscription, this developed trait is by no means consistent 690 

Obviously the `classical' closed Ammonite °ayin was retained alongside the developed type. 

Table 27 shows good early 7th cent. examples, which (though unprovenanced) - like the 

Adoni-Nur seal can be dated by means of firm historical evidence. 

667 F. M. Cross, ibid, p. 77. Also: L. G., Herr, "Formal Scripts of Iron Age Transjordan", BASOR 238 (1980), 
22f. 
R. D. Barnett, "Four Sculptures from Amman", ADAJ 1 (1951), pp. 34-36 and Pl. XIII; G. van der Kooij, 

"The Identity of Trans-Jordanian Alphabetic Writing in the Iron Age", pp. 109ff. W. E. Aufrecht, A Corpus of 
Ammonite Inscriptions, pp. 106-109 etc. It needs to be said, however, that though presumably Ammonite (due 
to the identification of the patronymics, [br Za]kar br Shanib, assuming that the latter is to be equated with the 
Ammonite king Shanipu of the Assyrian annals of Tiglath-pil-eser III, ca. 734/3 B. C. - ANET 282), its 
palaeographic traits reveal Aramaic elements such as the writing "br" for "son" instead of the regular "bn. " For 
more details see the summary in: Aufrecht, ibid, p. 108. For use of Aramaic words such as "bar" on seals see U. 
Hübner, "Das ikonographische Repertoire der ammonitischen Siegel", in: B. Sass & Chr. Uehlinger (eds. ), 
Studies in the Iconography, pp. 151-152. 
669 E. g. provenanced: WSS 916. Unprovenanced (but early): WSS 885. Also the unprovenanced royal seal of 
Ba`alyisha° (see below) is a good example. The same is true for the writing of open-headed ̀ayin on the 
provenanced Tell Siran bottle or on the Amman Theatre fragment. The continuation of this type into the 
Persian period on seals may be nicely illustrated by their use on jar impressions from Persian period Tall al- 
cUmayri - see MPP V, nos. 32.36.42 etc. 
690 But other letters in those inscriptions can frequently help settle the case. Regardless of the fact that the 
Milkomur jar stopper can be dated historically by reference to the Ammonite king Baalis (early 6'h cent. B. C. ) 
other letters, e. g. open headed bet, open headed dales, downward base line of lamed, help establish its later 
palaeographic date. Also see: L. G. Herr, "The Palaeography of West Semitic Stamp Seals", p. 65. Other 
examples are known - e. g. unprovenanced WSS 863, where besides a closed square cayin we find open bet and 
resh. Also L. G. Herr, ibid, p. 65. Other examples are e. g. WSS 874-916.937-979, but lack of external evidence 
and datable traits of other letters do not exclude a slightly earlier, e. g. early second half of 7th cent., date (cf. 
closed bet, down sloping lamed etc. ). On the exceptions also see: L. G. Herr, "Formal Scripts of Iron Age 
Transjordan", p. 23 and Fig. 1 b, but this author would hesitate to agree with Herr's suggestion that ̀ ayin tended 
to remain closed during the late 7`h cent. B. C. Many of the examples listed by Herr are unprovenanced and as 
we have noted, their date is subject to debate. See also: L. G. Herr, "The Palaeography of West Semitic Stamp 
Seals", p. 64. 
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Site Stratum-Location Cat. No. PN with `ayin late 8th/early 7th 
cent. B. C. 

es-Salt? unprovenanced691 WSS 857 t7lZZ'ýý 

5M`7a `12p69z 

? unprovenanced693 WSS 858 n5B2-M5 
ý'? ]T]ý i]ý694 

? unprovenanced695 WSS 953 ýx2`7h 

-i1pý1c im 

D4 

O 
Table 27 Examples of closed square ̀Min as found on datable unprovenanced but "early attested" seals from 
the reigns of the Ammonite kings Pado'el (ca. 700-670 B. C. ) and Ammindab I (ca. 670 -? B. C. ). 

The vertical stance of the letters (e. g. aleph, bet, dalet696, nun, resh), as well as the long 

vertical shaft e. g. of aleph and dalet are fine examples of "classical" Ammonite script 697 

Even though - as we have noted - some classical Ammonite letter types (characteristic of 
the late 8th-early 7th cent. B. C. script) continued to be utilized by Ammonite scribes 

alongside more developed letters as late as the early 6th cent. B. C. (e. g. Milkomur jar 

stopper, Tell Siran bottle etc. ), the fact that no distinctive late 7th - early 6th cent. B. C. traits 

are found at all on the seal of Adoni-Nur, appears to support a date during the first half or 

perhaps toward the middle of the 7th cent. B. C. In other words, even if a somewhat later date 

(second half of the 7th cent. B. C. ) cannot be categorically ruled out for this seal, the absence 

of later palaeographic diagnostic traits tips the balance in favour of the earlier date, i. e. 

sometime during the first half of the 7th cent. B. C. 

1.3 The Iconography 

The Adoni-Nur seal is "aniconic. " The only design found is a double field divider and a 
single border line. This type of seal was common both in Israel/Judah698, as well as in the 

69' First published by : C. Clermont-Ganneau, "Sceaux et cachets israelites, pheniciens et syriens... ", Journal 
asiatique 1,1883, No. 10. 
692 This seal is inscribed on both sides of the seal with the same inscription. The king whom Beyadet served, 
has been identified with king Pado'el attested in the Assyrian annals of Sennacherib and Esarhaddon (ANET 
287,291) from the years 701 and 674 B. C. respectively. On this seal also see e. g. F. M. Cross, "A Forgotten 
Seal", in: Leaves from an Epigraphers Notebook, pp. 103-104. 
697 First published by: M. Jastrow, "A Phoenician Seal", Hebraica 7 (1894), p. 257-267. 
69' The king whom Adonipelet served has been identified with king Amminadab I attested in the Assyrian 
annals of king Ashurbanipal (ANET 294), from the year 667 B. C. 
695 First published by N. Avigad, "Ammonite and Moabite Seals", in: Sanders, ibid, No. 4. Also see L. G. Herr, 
SANSS, No. 10, who correctly notes that palaeographically the letters are reminiscent of the Adoni-Nur seal as 
well as of WSS 857, both from the reign of Amminadab (1), but perhaps more specifically so from about the 
middle of the 7m cent. B. C. 
696 dales does have a long vertical shaft, but usually not as long as resh, as can be clearly seen on the Adoni-Nur 
seal. 
697 E. g. provenanced MPP V, No. 51, and same volume L. G. Herr, "The Inscribed Seals", p. 230; WSS 988; 
unprovenanced WSS 857.858.902.921.925.954-955.965 etc. Long aleph WSS 873.881.884.915.918, long 
dales WSS 857.858.880 etc. For a long aleph also see the unprovenanced royal bulla of Barak'el `hmlk' - R. 
Deutsch, "A Royal Ammonite Seal Impression", p. 122. 
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kingdoms of Transjordan699 As has been argued by some scholars, there may be an overall 

tendency to aniconism during the 7°i cent. B. C. in the whole of the Southern Levant. 700 And 

indeed there seems to have been an important shift in this direction. Nonetheless, it should 
be emphasized also that more than half of the attested Ammonite seals (both provenanced 

and unprovenanced) depict imagery and hence are "iconic" rather than aniconic. 701 This 

observation seems to be corroborated by the recent discovery of some 81 seals from Tall al- 
`Umayri/Jordan, where out of ca. 40 specimens (which apparently date to the late 8 b-5°' 

centuries B. C. ), the bulk is merely iconic (i. e. they lack any inscription). Only 6 seals of 
these - dating to the Iron Age IIC period - are inscribed, of which 3 are aniconic and 3 are 
iconic 702 As a matter of fact, therefore, aniconism seems not really to have been the rule in 

monarchic Ammon. 

As U. Hübner has correctly argued, the majority of aniconic inscribed seals have the 
inscription divided into two registers separated by a double dividing line, just as is the case 

with the Adoni-Nur seal. 703 As a matter of fact also most Ammonite seals have a single 
border line. 

1.4 The Archaeological Circumstances 

6" E. g. the many official seal impressions on the balk type 484 store jars from the Lachish Str. III horizon, or 
nearly all bullae from the City of David as well as all bullae from Lachish Str. II are near aniconic with some 
decorated field dividers and hardly anything more. 
6" E. g. Ammon: WSS 862.864.866 etc.; Edom: WSS 1051.1057 (back). 1059. 
700 This is to show that aniconism was not merely an inner-Judahite issue due to religious reforms especially so 
during the reign of king Josiah (late 7's cent. B. C. ). If aniconism was indeed a phenomenon related to the whole 
region, then other reasons than merely religious ones must be accounted for. Hence some scholars would argue 
that aniconism was related to growing literacy and a shift in usage and significance of the seals. Whereas seals 
with extensive use of imagery, may have played an important role as amulet, aniconic inscribed seals may have 
played a more significant part in demarcating literate bureaucrats from the non-literate ordinary people, as 
literacy meant power and authority. On this see e. g. Chr. Uehlinger, "Seals, Iconography, and Syro-Palestinian 
Religions", in B. Sass & Chr. Uehlinger (eds. ), Studies in the Iconography, pp. 279ff. Note however, that in 
reality iconic seals from Ammon outweigh aniconic seals, and hence this situation does not therefore apply to 
the kingdom of Ammon: on this see the next footnote. 
701 This conclusion is based on a simple comparison done by this author of the Ammonite/presumed Ammonite 
material presented in WSS, both provenanced and acquired/published before 1945. Out of 29 unprovenanced 
pieces, 19 were iconic, 10 were aniconic. Out of 11 provenanced pieces, 7 were iconic, 4 were aniconic. On 
this also see U. Hübner, "Das ikonographische Repertoire der ammonitischen Siegel" in: Sass & Uehlinger 
(eds. ), Studies in the Iconography, p. 134, who seems to have come to very similar conclusions. He estimated 
that iconic specimens outweigh the "merely" epigraphic specimens by ca. 2/3 of the total amount (i. e. by the 
early 1990's), if the anepigraphic ones are included. Otherwise about half of the epigraphic seals are aniconic - 
see p. 135. 
702 This estimate is based on a simple comparison done by this author of the material presented by J. Eggler et 
al., MPP V, - merely inscribed specimens: Nos. 11.43.51 (the latter two divided into 2 registers separated by 
a double line field divider), inscribed/iconic specimens: Nos. 5.33.57. Other merely inscribed seal impressions 
- Nos. 23.32.36.42.54 - date to the Neo-Babylonian - Persian periods: second half of the 6'"-5°i cent. B. C. or 
later. 
703 By far, the aniconic specimens show simple design, mostly a two register inscription with a double line field 
divider and a single border line. See U. Hübner, "Das Ikonographische Repertoire", p. 135. Hübner adds that 
when Ammonite seals have three registers, again the majority is found with double dividing lines. 
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a) Archaeological History - an overview 

Two horizontally rock cut shaft tombs were found side by side about half way down the 

southern slopes of the Jabal Qala`ah or Amman Citadel mount, opposite the Roman 

theatre. 704 It is difficult to determine which one of the two rock tombs (or perhaps rather 

chambers belonging to one family vault705) had originally contained the Adoni-Nur seal, 
"... as the deposit lay along the ledge for some distance. "706 The tomb of Adoni-Nur was 
designated "tomb AN" by R. Dornemann. 707 L. Harding endeavoured to reconstruct the 

recent history of the tomb and felt that the seal was part of a large tomb deposit (containing 

an impressive hoard of seals and pottery - see below), which, he argues, was apparently a 
homogeneous lot, which had been placed in the tomb at about the same time (but see 
below). The original site had been used as a dwelling by two local families, which had lived 

there for some 25 years prior to the excavations conducted by the Antiquity Department 708 

The local labourer who last inhabited the area, and who seems to have discovered part of 

the funerary belongings (e. g. 3 seals - including the one of Adoni-Nur - and some whole 

pottery vessels)709, had pitched his tent in front of the tomb - on the ledge of the rock - 
during summer time. Aware of the importance of the material, he had sifted the soil and 

shuffled it underneath his tent before reporting the discovery to the Department. When 

archaeologists resifted the soil, similar material (5 more seals and large quantities of 

pottery) came to light, which matched the other finds. A subsequent reexcavation of the tent 
floor revealed another 3 seals, a gold fibula and again much pottery. As some sherds fitted 

together with those from the earlier excavation, it became obvious that all was part of one 

single funeral deposit. 

b) The Pottery Evidence 

The pottery repertoire, discovered during the excavations of the tomb area, contains some 
fine quality material. Although very few vessels were found to be complete710, many of the 
fragments could be fitted together and identified. Apart from a number of local forms 

(which usually find good parallels in other late Iron Age tombs in the region, e. g. at 

704 G. L. Harding, "The Tomb of Adoni Nur in Amman", PEFA VI (1953), p. 48; R. W. Younker, "Review of 
Archaeological Research in Ammon", in: B. MacDonald &RW. Younker (eds. ), Ancient Ammon, p. 8. 
7D3 As suggested by Harding, ibid, p. 49. 
706 G. L. Harding, ibid. 
707 R Domemann, The Archaeology of the Transjordan, p. 47. 
706 As it seems when the tomb was first inhabited, it was emptied and its contents were cast out and some 
artefacts may have fallen into the valley, which by the time of excavations was already covered by houses. 
Harding, ibid, p. 50. 
709 Harding suggests that, as so much of the material was still found round about the tomb, it may be assumed 
that, despite some tomb robbery in antiquity (evidence of burned pottery), the tombs had not been touched 
since at least the Roman period, much the same as with the Meqabelein tomb. G. L. Harding, ibid, pp. 48f. 
710 See: G. L. Harding, "The Tomb of Adoni Nur", PEFA VI, ch. 4, p. 49. 
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Amman, Sahab, Meqabelein, Tall al-Mazar, as well as at other Transjordanian sites such as 

at Tall a1-`Umayri, Busayra, Tawilan), locally imitated Assyrian table ware, as well as 

other Assyrian (e. g. storage) vessels (also attested at other Cis- and Transjordanian sites), 

corroborate the view that the individuals buried in the tombs were members of the 
Ammonite aristocracy at a time when Neo-Assyrian (and Neo-Babylonian) cultural heritage 

was having its impact on the region. 

i. The local forms 

Several local forms of pottery types find parallels at other late Iron Age sites. To name but 

a few, a carinated bowl with an everted triangular rim711 is akin to types known from late 

Iron Age Edomite sites, e. g. from Busayra712 and Umm el-Biyara. 713 Similar carinated 
bowls with everted rims714 are also attested e. g. at Ammonite Tall al-`Umayri715 and Tall al- 
Mazar716, and Edomite Busayra. 717 A water decanter with concave sides718 finds parallels at 
Tall al-Mazar719, late Iron Age Lachish (Str. II72), as well as further afield, e. g. in a late 

Iron Age tomb at Sidon 721 722 Trefoil-spouted jugs find parallels at other tombs in and 

around Amman, as well as in the tomb repertoire of Meqabelein and Sahab etc. 723 Censer- 

shaped cups on three legs724 are reminiscent of similar vessels found in the tombs at 
Amman, Sahab and Meqabelein, but also find more distantly related parallels at Edomite 

Tall al-Khalayfi (where these are perforated and shaped slightly differently). 725 Imitation 

G. L. Harding, ibid, fig. 21: 64. 
712 Busayra: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, Figs. 9.9: 8. Other similar specimens from Edom, e. g. S. Hart, "Five 
Soundings in Southern Joran", Levant XIX (1987), p. 40, Fig. 9: 2. 
713 s. infra ch. 4 ii b. C: M. Bennett, "Fouilles d'Umm el-Biyara", p. 387, Fig. 2: 6. 
714 G. L. Harding, ibid, Fig. 21: 67-68. 
715 R. D. Low, "Field F: The Eastern Shelf", in: MPP 2, p. 215 fig. 8.21: 22; R. E. Hendrix et al., Ancient 
Pottery of Transjordan, pp. 174-175: No. 217; MPP IV, p. 48, Fig. 3.29: 32.34; Busayra: Levant IX (1977): 
Fý. 5; Bienkowski, ibid, Figs. 9.8-9. 
71 Kh. Yassine, Tell el-Mazar I Cemetery A, Fig. 3: 2; ibid, p. 67 and Fig. 3: 8. Also compare the bowl in 
Harding, ibid, Fig. 21: 63 with Yassine, ibid, Fig. 3: 1. 
717 C. -M. Bennett, "Excavations at Buseirah" - Levant VII (1975), Fig. 5: 3; Bennett, idem, Levant IX (1977), 
Fig. 5: 4. 
713 L. G. Harding, ibid, Fig. 22: 102. 
719 Kh Yassine, ibid, p. 73 and Fig. 4: 6. 
no Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, Pl. 48: 13. 
72' G. Lehmann, Untersuchungen zur späten Eisenzeit in Syrien and Libanon, Table 42: 258/1 and p. 408. A 
similar water decanter with straight sides is attested at Edomite Umm el-Biyara, see: C: M. Bennett, "Fouilles", 
Fig. 3: 6. 
722 A peculiarly shaped angular water decanter (Fig. 22: 103-104) finds a parallel at Hazor Str. IV see: R. 
Amiran, Ancient Pottery of the Holy Land, p. 296 and Plate 101: 17 with references. 
ns For an overview see: R. H. Domemann, The Archaeology of the Transjordan, pp. 52-53 and Pls. 34-36. 
Dornemann argued that the painted and incised line-decorated specimens (like the five found at the Adoni-Nur 
tomb) are among the latest types found. Decorated specimens are also attested at the tombs of Meqabelein, 
Amman "C" and "E" tombs. Also see: R. Amiran, Ancient Pottery of the Holy Land, pp. 294-295, Ph. 305 
CSahab specimen). 

4 G. L. Harding, ibid, Fig. 21: 77-81. 
'25 Tomb A on Jebel Jofeh (Amman) - G. L. Harding, "Two Iron Age Tombs from 'Amman", QDAP 11 
(1944), p. 70: 10-13, Pl. XVII 10-11; Tomb at Sahab - idem, "An Iron Age Tomb at Sahab", QDAP 13 (1948), 
p. 98: 23-30; Tomb at Meqabelein - idem, "An Iron-Age Tomb at Meqabelein", QDAP 14 (1950), Pl. XVII: 9; 
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ceramic elongated alabastrons (with two knobs and round base)726, also find several 

parallels at the Ammonite tombs (e. g. at Megabelein)727, as well as at sites further afield, 

e. g. at Kamid el-Lawz or at Deve Hüyük. 728 

ii. The Assyrian Palace Ware 

As was noted above, the Adoni-Nur tomb pottery repertoire contains several high quality 

vessels. Some of these are very fine local imitations of so-called "Assyrian Palace (table) 

Ware" (thin delicate bowls, goblets, small bottles72), i. e. the ancient dinner service of the 

Assyrian elite, known from the Assyrian homeland, as well as from Assyrian centers in the 

peripheries of the empire (e. g. from Tel Jemmeh, Tel Migne/Ekron73) 
. Other vessels, 

though less finely manufactured, can also be recognized as local imitations of Assyrian 

pottery (e. g. storage jars), as they too find their prototypes in the material culture of Assyria 

proper. This pottery, therefore is characteristic evidence of Assyrian impact on the region, 
both through foreign rule, international trade and cultural exchange between the local 

kingdoms of the empire (Pax assyriaca). As Assyrian prototypes have been found together 

with datable cuneiform tablets at main Assyrian centers, e. g. at Nimrud and Fort 

Shalmaneser, scholars have been able to date this material rather closely to the 70i century 
B. C. (or late 8m cent. B. C. at the earliest) and later, i. e. to the final days of Neo-Assyrian 

rule, as well as to the post-Neo-Assyrian period (e. g. to early Neo-Babylonian period 

squatter settlements). 731 This datable pottery was mainly uncovered during the British 

similar `censer' -shaped cups (perforated) from Tall al-Khalayfi see: G. D. Pratico, Excavations at Tell el- 
Kheleifeh, p. 44 and Pl. 29: 1ff. Also R. E. Hendrix et al, Ancient Pottery of Transjordan, p. 179: 231; R. 
Amiran, Ancient Pottery of the Holy Land, p. 295 (Photo 303) etc. 
"b G. L. Harding, ibid. Fig. 23: 126-130; O. Tufnell, infra, p. 68, with parallels, p. 72. 
"' G. L. Harding ibid. QDAP 11, p. 72: 38; Kh. Yassine, ibid, p. 70, Fig. 3 : 14. For an overview see: R. 
Dornemann, The Archaeology of the Transjordan, p. 55 and Fig. 39. Type 19. 
7'3 G. Lehmann, ibid, Table 38: 220/1 and p. 401 with further parallels. Also see further parallels in Kh. 
Yassine, ibid, pp. 70-71. 
7" Some of the pottery is so thin - sometimes less than one mm - that it resembles ostrich shell - see: J. Oates, 
"Late Assyrian Pottery from Fort Shalmaneser", Iraq 21 (1959), p. 136. For a good description of the fine 
Palace Ware see also: P. S. Rawson, "Palace Wares from Nimrud - Technical Observations on Selected 
Examples", Iraq 16 (1954), pp. 168ff. Some of the vessels, e. g. goblet and carinated bowls, have metal 
prototypes. 
° At Philistine Ekron (Tel Migne), Assyrian Palace Ware and locally produced imitations occur in a 7`h cent. 

B. C. context (stratum IC/B), which is dated by the discovery of a royal stela naming two Ekronite kings (Padi 
and his son Achish), who are known from late 8'" - 7'b cent. B. C. Assyrian annals of Sennacherib, Esarhaddon 
and Ashurbanipal (ANET 288,291.294). The stela was uncovered in a thick layer of ash usually attributed to 
the Babylonian destructions of the year 604 B. C. See e. g. S. Gitin, R. Dothan, J. Naveh, "A Royal Dedicatory 
Inscription from Ekron", 1E/47: 1-2 (1997), pp. 1ff. On the Assyrian related pottery from Tel Miqne see: e. g. S. 
Gitin, "The Neo-Assyrian Empire and its Western Periphery", 1996, pp. 77-103. 
"' On the finds from Nimrud (dated by the datable cuneiform tablets from the archive of Shamash-shar-usur 
from the reign of Ashurbanipal until at least 616 B. C. ), see: J. Lines, "Late Assyrian Pottery from Nimrud", 
Iraq 16 (1954), pp. 164-167 and P. S. Rawson, "Palace Wares from Nimrud - Technical Observations on 
Selected Examples", Iraq 16 (1954), pp. 168-172. From Fort Shalmaneser (dated to the Fall of Nimrud and the 
plundering of the Fortress in 612 B. C. and the squatters spanning ca. 50 years subsequent to this event), see: J. 
Oates, "Late Assyrian Pottery from Fort Shalmaneser", Iraq 21 (1959), pp. 130-146 and Pls. xxxv-ix. For a 
brief general discussion also see: J. E. Curtis and J. Reade (eds. ), Art and Empire - Treasures from Assyria in 
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Excavations at Nimrud and Fort Shalmaneser (1949-1963 and 1989). By quoting a previous 

conclusion reached by M. Mallowan (1966), A. Hausleiter, who has recently restudied the 
Neo-Assyrian pottery evidence in considerable detail, has highlighted the continuing 

relevance of this datable material: 

"Until today these contributions remain significant, because the pottery was ̀ among 

i7 the most precisely dated sets of vessels yet discovered in Assyria'. 32 

According to Hausleiter the more recent excavations conducted at the "Central Building" of 
Nimrud by a Polish team of archaeologists - which also revealed quantities of Assyrian 

Palace Ware and other Assyrian vessels - have not significantly modified the overall 

picture. Even though the "Central Building" was founded in the 9th cent. B. C. (by 

Ashurnasirpal II and Shalmaneser III), and some pottery vessels are unlike those found 

during the earlier British excavations (and may perhaps therefore be older), most of the 

material still seems to span the period of the late 86 - late 7t' cent. B. C. (with some 

evidence of later use after the demise of the Neo-Assyrian empire). 733 

The date of the Assyrian pottery (i. e. both true and imitated Assyrian Palace Ware and 

other Assyrian-type vessels) also has important bearing on their occurrence in Cis- and 
Transjordan contexts. 

Assyrian Palace Ware was first discovered by W. Flinders Petrie in the southern coastal 

plain of Palestine at Tel Jemmeh (1926/27), which was the center of an Assyrian district 

governor during the 7"' cent. B. C. (i. e. during the reigns of Esarhaddon and 

. 
734 Later excavations at Jemmeh as well as excavations at other sites such as 

at Samaria, Tel Farah (N), Hazor, Lachish and in Transjordan (see below), revealed 

additional Assyrian Palace Ware as well as more common well-levigated Assyrian vessels, 

the British Museum, 1995, pp. 152ff. Earlier dates are tentatively suggested by T. Ohtsu, who argues that some 
of the dimpled goblets, may go back to the 9"' cent. B. C., when the Governor's Palace was constructed at 
Nimrud (with cuneiform tablets from the reign of Adad-Nirari III - 808 B. C. ) and Niniveh, perhaps as early as 
the reign of Ashur-nasir-pal II (883-859 B. C. ) - see: T. Ohtsu, "Late Assyrian `Palace Ware' - concerning 
(sic! ) dimpled goblet", pp. 132ff. 141. As, however, A. Hausleiter has recently shown, none of the earlier dates 
are secure and as it stands, dates for this pottery currently cannot be shown to be earlier than the late 8'h century 
B. C. (Sargonid period), or perhaps even more specifically so the 7'h cent. B. C. Although the future discovery 
of earlier specimens at sites which had their peak during the 9th-8'h cent. B. C. may ultimately prove otherwise, 
the material derived from the excavations (both British and Polish excavations), points to a later date: A. 
Hausleiter, "Neo-Assyrian Pottery from Kalhu/Nimrud", pp. 17-25.37-40. 
732 M. E. L. Mallowan, Nimrud and its Remains, Vol. 1, p. 187; A. Hausleiter, ibid, p. 17. 
"' Ibid, pp. 39-40. A similar picture is derived from the material evidence at Niniveh and Assur, see: S. 
Lumsden, "Neo-Assyrian Pottery from Niniveh", pp. 3-7; A. Hausleiter "Graves, Chronology and Ceramics: 
Some Considerations on Neo-Assyrian Assur", pp. 135ff. 
"34 W. F. Petrie, "Annual Meeting 'Gerar'", PEFQsi 57 (1927), pp. 129-140 (esp. p. 136). 
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e. g. carinated bowls, goblets, cosmetic bottles and water jars. 735 Assyrian pottery has 

mostly turned up in Iron Age levels dated to the period after the Assyrian take-over in the 

Southern Levant, i. e. from the second half of the 8t' cent. B. C. onward. 736 

Notably, the occurrence of these vessels in the 7t' cent. B. C. tomb of Adoni-Nur fits the 
date generally attributed to this material: 

1. Dimpled Goblet (TJ 1286)737 

Fragments of a so-called dimpled beaker (goblet) were retrieved from the tomb repository. 
The ware is only 2-3mm thick, has a light brown matt colour and a brown slip. Although 

only fragmentarily preserved, the extant sherds reveal dimples typical of the Assyrian 

Palace Ware prototypes. 38 Its low rim with single ridge is characteristic of the smaller 
Assyrian beakers. 739 The Assyrian prototypes may have been produced from ca. the late 80i 

cent. B. C. onward (Sargonid period), and their production lasted beyond the demise of the 

Assyrian empire. 740 Although dimpled goblets are not very frequently attested in the 
Southern Levant, a number of local imitations were recovered from sites in Cis- and 
Transjordan, e. g. at Tel Jemmeh (70i cent. B. C., e. g. "Vaulted Building")741, Tel 

735 For a detailed list of finds, both from Cis- and Transjordan see: L. J. Ramafuthula, Assyrian Influence upon 
Palestinian and Jordanian Religion and Culture, pp. 49-91 and Figs. 1-14. Also see: R. Amiran, Ancient 
Pottery of the Holy Land, pp. 291.294-297 and Pls. 99.101. 
736 Some examples have, however, shown up in earlier levels, e. g. at Megiddo (Str. IVA), where due to their 
later occurrence in the Assyrian homeland, dates have recently been lowered in accordance: the terminus ad 
quem of this stratum was originally dated by the Chicago Institute excavators to ca. 780 B. C. Due to the 
occurrence of an Assyrian dimplet goblet, the current Tel Aviv University excavators, however, suggest a date 
as late as 730 or better 721 B. C. for its destruction in line with the lower dates for these vessels in the Assyrian 
homeland. See: I. Finkelstein et al., Megiddo III Vol. I p. 322 and fig. 11.46: 7. B. Halpern has suggested an 
overlapping phase between Str. IV and III. As Halpern suggests a date as late as ca. 680 B. C. for the beginning 
of Megiddo Str. III. See: B. Halpern, in: Megiddo III, Vol. II, pp. 567ff. For similar reasons R. Tappy has 
recently lowered dates at Samaria Str. VII - R. Tappy, The Archaeology of Israelite Samaria - Vol. 2, pp. 426- 
430. 
737 G. L. Harding, PEFA VI, Fig. 21: 88, Pl. VII: 88. 
738 The more delicately manufactured specimens from the Assyrian homeland reveal rows of finger tip 
produced dimples, which have been indented on the outside of the goblet's belly, see: P. S. Rawson, "Palace 
Wares from Nimrud", p. 168. For a description of the Adoni-Nur sampler, also see: R. Domemann, The 
Archaeology of the Transjordanian, pp. 51-52, fig. 33: Type xxxix. 
739 For a description of the different types see also: L. J. Ramafuthula, Assyrian Influence upon Palestinian and 
Jordanian Religion and Culture, pp. 64ff. 
740 A. Hausleiter, "Neo-Assyrian Pottery from Kalhu/Nimrud", p. 18; J. Oates, "Late Assyrian Pottery from Fort 
Shalmaneser", p. 131; T. Ohtsu, "Late Assyrian `Palace Ware' - concerning dimpled goblet (sic! )", pp. 133- 
135. J. S. Holladay, "Of Sherds and Strata", p. 272 and n. 59. 
741 See R. Amiran, Ancient Pottery of the Holy Land, Pl. 99: 5; G. W. van Beek, Archaeology 36 (1983), p. 16. 
idem, "Jemmeh, Tell", in: E. Stem, NEAEHL, Vol. 2, pp. 670-672; G. Lehmann, Untersuchungen zur späten 
Eisenzeit, p. 422. 
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Migne/Ekron (Str. IC-B)742, Tel Salih/Ramat Rache1743, Megiddo (Str. IVA)744, Tall al- 
Mazar (6th-5t' cent. B. C. )745, as well as from sites further afield. 746 

Fig. 62 "Assyrian" Dimpled Goblet from the Adoni-Nur Tomb (after: L. G. Harding, PEFA VI, Fig. 21: 88). 

2. Everted Rim Bowl (TJ 1286) 747 

A fragment of a small shallow open S-shaped/carinated imitation "Assyrian Palace Ware" 

bowl with everted ridged rim and rounded base, made of thin medium hard pale ware with 

brown slip (similar ware as that of the dimpled beaker - also of 2-3mm thickness), finds 

several parallels in the Southern Levant. 748 Although several of these have higher rims than 

the Adoni-Nur specimen, the low-rimmed type is also attested, e. g. at Sahab. 749 Assyrian 

everted rim bowls are attested e. g. at 70i cent. B. C. Tel Jemmeh, Samaria Str. VII, Tel 

Miqne/Ekron (Str. IC/B)750, in 70i-5th cent. B. C. Transjordanian tombs (at Tell Sahab751, 

Amman752, Tall al-Mazar753), as well as at late iron Age Transjordanian main sites, e. g. Tall 

al-Mazar (Str. II - 6/5thth cent. B. C. 754), Tall al ' Umayri (Late Iron II/Persian)755, Busayra, 

Tall al-Khalayfi756 and Tawilan. 757 

742 E. g. S. Gitin, "The Neo-Assyrian Empire and its Western Periphery", Fig. 12: 11. 
743 L. J. Ramafuthula, ibid, pp. 66f.; H. Weippert, Palästina in vorhellenistischer Zeit, pp. 646-648, Fig. 4.70. 
744 I. Finkelstein et al. (eds. ), Megiddo III- Vol. 1, p. 306, Fig. 11.46 and p. 322. 
74' Kh. Yassine, Tell el-Mazar 1- Cemetery A, pp. 67f., Fig. 3: 6-7. 
746 See the list with parallels in: G. Lehmann, Untersuchungen zur späten Eisenzeit, Table 54 and pp. 422ff. 
747 G. L. Harding, PEFA VI, Fig. 21: 70. 
748 An extensive list can be found in: Ramafuthula, ibid, pp. 56ff. Also: R. Amiran, Ancient Pottery of the Holy 
Land, Pl. 101: 5; pp. 294ff.; E. Schneider, "'Assyrische' Schalen aus Tell Sheikh Hassan (Syrien) and ihre 
Stellung innerhalb der Keramik des assyrischen Einflußgebietes ", Type Ab, e. g. Fig. I and pp. 352f. 
749 E. g. R. Amiran, ibid, p. 294, Photo 301. 
750 T. Jemmeh: R. Amiran, ibid, P1.99: 2; Samaria Str. VII: R. Tappy, ibid, pp. 404f., 616 and Fig. 11: Tel 
Miqne/Ekron: S. Gitin, "The Neo-Assyrian Empire and its Western Periphery", fig. 12: 13. 
751 G. L, Harding, "An Iron-Age Tomb at Sahab", QDAP XIII (1948), p. 98: 16-19 of almost identical shape as 
the Adoni-Nur specimen. 
752 On Tomb A from Amman see: R. H. Domemann, The Archaeology of the Transjordan, Pl. 1: 22-27. G. L. 
Harding, "Two Iron Age Tombs from ̀ Amman", QDAP XI (1944), p. 69: 3. On a tomb found at Umm Udhaina: 
A. Hadidi, "An Ammonite Tomb at Amman", Levant XIX (1987), Fig. 2-3. 
753 Kh. Yassine, ibid, Fig. 3: 3. Also see : R. E. Hendrix, Ancient Pottery of Transjordan, p. 179: 230. Although 
the cemetery of Tall al-Mazer was in use until at least the 5t° cent. B. C., a number of seals and vessels seem to 
suggest that the burials span the period from the early 6' - Stn centuries, i. e. contemporary with Str. III-II at the 
main site. 
754 See Kh. Yassine, The Archaeology of Jordan, pp. 103-04, Pl. X: 6 and possibly p1. XI: 1. 
755 E. g. MPP IV, Figs. 3.29: 18-19; 30: 8. 
756 P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, p. 286, Fig. 9.26: 13-14.16-19. For these bowls at Tall al-Khalyfi see: G. 
Pratico, Excavations at Tell e-Kheleifeh, Pls. 26: 6-18-7: 11. All these, however, have higher rims than the 
Adoni-Nur specimen. 
757 P. Bienkowski, "The Edomites: The Archaeological Evidence from Transjordan", in: D. Edelman (ed. ), You 
Shall Not Abhor, p. 70, Fig. 9: 18-22. 
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Fig. 63 "Assyrian" Everted Rim Bowl from the Adoni-Nur Tomb (after: Harding, PEFA VI, Fig. 21: 70). 

According to R. Tappy, who has recently highlighted their occurrence at Samaria (Str. VII), 

these Assyrian bowls seem not to predate the last quarter of the 8th century (reign of Sargon 

II) in the Assyrian homeland, and accordingly he has redated Str. VII (with both genuine 
imported vessel(s), as well as local imitations) to after ca. 680 B. C. 758 In like manner E. 

Schneider, who has studied their occurrance at Levantine sites (see: especially her 

corresponding types Ab2 and 3), dates these vessels to the second half of the 8th cent. B. C. 

(with an attested 7th cent. peak in mainland Assyria) through to the Achaemenid period. 759 

3. Painted Carrot Shaped Bottles (TJ 1267-70.1293-94.1306)760 

A number of nicely painted cream slip "carrot" shaped bottles with brown parallel bands 

were recovered from the Adoni-Nur tomb. The painted carrot shaped bottles seem to have 

been common only from the mid-7`t` cent. B. C. onward in the Assyrian homeland and its 

peripheries . 
76' Although elegantly shaped and possibly used for cosmetic purposes762, these 

vessels are not normally assigned to the "Assyrian Palace Ware" group. 763 Their occurrence 

e. g. at Israeli sites, e. g. at Samaria (Str. VII)764, Tel Batash (Str. 11)765, Lachish (Tomb 

10676) or in Transjordan, especially so in the Amman region767, or in the territory of late 

Iron Age Edom (e. g. at Busayra), supports a date for the Adoni-Nur specimen during the 

second half of the 70'- early 6th cent. B. C. This type was succeeded by a local nonpainted 

758 R. Tappy, ibid, pp. 403-4.413-14. Tappy tentatively links this pottery among other forms to the 
Mesopotamian immigrants, who were settled at Samaria by kings Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal (see: Ezra 
4: 2.10) between 680-650 B. C. 
759 E. Schneider, "'Assyrische' Schalen aus Tell Sheikh Hassan", pp. 354-55, Figs. 1-2 and the lists with sites 
on pp. 352-353. 
760 See the study on this type in E. Henschel-Simon, "Note on the Pottery of the Amman Tombs", QDAP XI 
(1945), pp. 75-80. Also R. Amiran, ibid, Pls. 88: 21; 89: 24; 99: 6; Photo 299 (from Gibeon) and 310 (from 
Amman). 
761 E. g. J. Oates, "Late Assyrian Pottery from Fort Shalmaneser", pp. 134.137.144, Pl. XXXVIII; L. J. 
Ramafuthula, ibid, pp. 68.70. Also see: E. Stern, Material Culture of the Land of the Bible in the Persian 
Period, p. 125; R. Tappy, ibid, pp. 426ff. 
762 J Oates, "Late Assyrian Pottery from Fort Shalmaneser", p. 134. 
763 L. J. Ramafuthula, ibid, pp. 67f.; J. Oates, ibid, p. 134. 
764 R. Tappy, ibid, pp. 426-430. Also. R. Amiran, ibid, p. 292, Pl. 99. 
765 G. L. Kelm & A. Mazar, Timnah, p. 161, Fig. 8: 24; a nonpainted specimen is also attested at Tel 
Migne/Ekron (Palace 650 - Str. IB), see: S. Gitin, "The Neo-Assyrian Empire and Its Western Periphery", p. 
95, Fig. 9. 
766 R. Amiran, ibid4 p. 265 PI. 89: 24. 
767 For an overview, see: R. Domemann, ibid, pp. 54-55, Fig. 39, Type 17 for many examples. Also: 
Ramafuthula, ibid, pp. 68-74, Figs. 10-i 1. 
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(sometimes knife shaved) form, which is found both in Cis- and Transjordan during the 

mid-6`h - 4t' centuries B. C. 768 Specimens can be found e. g. at the City of David (Str. 9), 

Beth Shemesh (tomb 14)769, or at the palatial building at Tall al ̀Umayri (Ammonite 

Citadel, Field A- see: below). 770 

R! 7p , 
9 

Fig. 64 "Assyrian" Painted Carrot Shaped Bottles from the Adoni-Nur Tomb (after: Harding, PEFA VI, Fig. 
22: 94-97. 

R. Dornemann argues that another type succeeded the earlier smaller painted bottles, i. e. "of 

exaggerated length", which according to him extended into the 6th cent. B. C. and he refers 

to a parallel from a Persian period context in Babylon to support his view . 
771 One such long 

specimen was recovered from the Adoni-Nur tomb (Fig. 22: 99A) and if Dornemann's 

conclusion is justified, this find may support the view that the tomb remained in use even 
into the 6th cent. B. C. (see below) 772 

4. Painted Store Jars (TJ 1275-76.1299) 

Two medium sized ovoid shaped long necked jars with everted ridged rim, decorated with 
brownish-yellow and red bands on buff slip, were found in the tomb: nos. 89-90. A similar 

one with small handles on the side and a knob base was also uncovered: no. 119. These 

store jars are also attested in the Assyrian homeland (e. g. at Nimrud773 and Assur74). 775 

763 E. Stern, ibid, pp. 125f.; R. Tappy, ibid, p. 429; O. Lipschits, The Fall and Rise of Jerusalem, forthcoming 
(p. 243 - manuscript). It needs to be noted, however, that some of these may be adorned, cf. e. g. from Tall al- 
Mazar, Kh. Yassine, ibid, p. 75 and Fig. 4: 12. 
769 E. Grant & G. E. Wright, Ain Shems Excavations, Part IV, 1938, Pl. LXV III: 10. 
70 The City of David specimens were seen by this author during his visit to the Insitute of Archaeology (HUJ) 
in August 2004. These have not been officially published yet. A photograph was published in: G. Hurvitz, The 
City of David, p. 48. 
71 R. Domemann, The Archaeology of the Transjordan, p. 55 and Fig. 39, Type 18. Such bottles were also 
found in the tomb at Meqabelein. 
72 Similarly B. Routledge also suggests that the thinner painted (presumably longer) bottles are late (he even 
suggests a date as late as the late 6- early 5'" B. C. ) with the "squattest" painted specimens as the earliest in 
the sequence, i. e. late 8'"- mid-7'h cent. B. C. See: B. Routledge, "Mesopotamian 'Influence in Iron Age 
Jordan", p. 34 and ns. 10-11. 
rn J. Lines, "Late Assyrian Pottery from Nimrud", p. 167, Pl. XXXIX: 1. 
74 A Haller, Die Grdber rand Grüfte von Assur, WVDOG 65 (1954), p. 197, Pl. 3: 1, n. 
75 L. J. Ramafirthula, ibid, p. 75 and Fig. 12. For a very similar specimen with two handles from late 7" cent. 
B. C. Fort Shalmaneser, see: J. Oates, ibid, Pl. XXXIX : 101 (second destruction level). On other ones from 
Assyrian sites see also: Ramafuthula, ibid, pp. 78f. 

152 



Examples of this type are again attested in 7th century B. C., as well as later strata from both 

Cis- and Transjordan (dating to the late 70'-5th cent. B. C. ). 776 

Fig. 65 "Assyrian" Store Jars from the Adoni-Nur Tomb (after: Harding, PEFA VI, Fig. 22: 89-90). 

iii. Some additional Finds 

One octagonal seal, which was also retrieved, deserves separate mention here: It depicts the 

typical Neo-Babylonian scene of a worshipper standing in front of the symbols of Marduk 

(spade) and Nabu (stylus) placed on a pedestal, over which the crescent moon of Sin can be 

seen. '" Although this type of seal seems to have been in use at least until the early 5th cent. 
B. C., it is usually assumed to squarely belong to the main period of Neo-Babylonian rule or 
6th cent. B. C. This icon as well as the date of this Neo-Babylonian seal type, will be 
discussed in more detail in ch. 3 in relationship with a recently rediscovered bulla from 

Umm el-Biyara (Edom). 78 

The date of the Neo-Babylonian seal seems to suggest, therefore, that the tomb was in use 

at least until 604 B. C. (when Ammon seems to have recognized the Babylonian hegemony 

over the Levant) or possibly as late as 582/1, when the country was invaded by the army of 
Nebuchadnezzar (on the history of Ammon and the Babylonian invasions see below). 79 

76 E. g. Israel: at the City of David Str. 10 (Area G- "House of Ahiel" - also see ch. 1: 2.5.4 B); Arad Str. VII: 
L. Singer Avitz, TA 29: 1, p. 183, Fig. 41: 10; at Tel 'Ira, I. Beit-Arieh, Tel `Ira, p. 223, Fig. 6: 50; Tel Batash 
(Str. 11): G. L. Kelso and A. Mazar, Timnah, p. 149, Fig. 8.10; Tel Migne/Ekron, Gitin, ibid, p. 95, Fig. 13: 13; 
Samaria VII: Tappy, ibid, 419 with other parallels. Specimens from Transjordan (e. g. tombs of Meqabelein, 
Amman, Tall al-Mazar, etc. On the see: R. Dornemann, ibid, pp. 55f., Fig. 40, Type 1 and 6; B. Routledge, 
"Mesopotamian ̀ Influence' in Iron Age Jordan", p. 34. For a list of examples also see: L. J. Ramafuthula, ibid, 

75-78. 
G. L. Harding, PEFA VI, Pl. VI: 4. 

78 This subject will be discussed in detail also in a forthcoming chapter by this author for the final excavation 
report on Umm ei-Biyara: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Umm el-Biyara Excavations, forthcoming, 2006. 

Other finds may be considered also, which may perhaps corroborate a Neo-Babylonian terminus ad quern 
date for the Adoni-Nur tomb, e. g. a trilobate arrowhead, as well as the fragments of bathtub coffins - see G. L. 
Harding, PEFA VI, Pls. VI: 47; VII: 30. On the bathtub coffins also see: B. Routledge, ibid, pp. 36-37. 
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c) The Approximate Lifespan of the Tomb(s) 

Based on a number of late ceramic forms (e. g. the painted jars and bottles), the Adoni-Nur 

tomb has been dated by R. Dornemann to the late Assyrian to early Neo-Babylonian period 
(i. e. mid 7`h-early 6`s cent. B. C. ), a conclusion which also seems to be compatible with the 
discovery of the Neo-Babylonian seal described above . 

780 An approximate timespan for the 
Adoni-Nur tombs between ca. 650-600/580 B. C. seems therefore to be warranted. 781 

1.5 A Possible Identification 

a) The Title 

Adoni-Nur is described as ̀ bd of Amminadab. The meaning of the honorific title `bd, i. e. 

royal official, has been discussed at length in the previous chapter on seals and bullae from 

Judah, and hence the reader is referred to the relevant sections there. Unlike the use of the 

title in 7th - early 6`" cent. B. C. Judah and Edom (for Edom see ch. 3 below, Excursus II) - 
where it is found in association with the anonymous reference hmlk (i. e. "of the king") - the 

title `bd followed by a Royal Name (i. e. of the king served) is also known from 8th cent. 
B. C. epigraphic evidence from Israel and Judah, as well as from e. g. Phoenicia and Aram. 782 

For other attestations of this title on provenanced and unprovenanced Ammonite seals and 
bullae see: WSS 857 (from: Beyad'el `bd Pado'el), WSS 858 (from Adoni-pelet `bd 

Amminadab), WSS 860 (from Milkom'ur `bd Bacalyishac - at length see below). 783 

780 R. Dornemann, ibid, pp. 56.58 etc. Based on the pottery assemblage as a whole, Domemann prefers to limit 
the use of the Adoni-Nur tomb to the second half of the 7th cent. B. C. and suggests to equate king Amminadab 
(referred to on the Adoni-Nur seal) with Amminadab II, who according to him reigned ca. 635 B. C. (but see the 
chronology of Amminadab I and II below). But if we suggest that Adoni-Nur may have outlived his royal 
master (Amminadab I- ca. 670-650/40 B. C. ) and may have been buried in the tomb no earlier than 650/30 
B. C., such a proposal not only seems unnecessary, but also incompatible with the early 7th cent. B. C. 
palaeographic date suggested for the seal, as discussed above. Another seal may or may not be significant 
chronologically. This seal - also found in the same tomb repository (G. L. Harding, ibid, Pl. VI: 2 (=WSS 944)), 
depicts a4 winged scarab beetle flanked by standards (the iconography of which closely resembles that of the 
early 6th cent. B. C. Milkom'ur, `bd Ba`alyisha` jar stopper from Tall al= Umayri - for a full discussion see 
below). Consequently, a lifespan for the Adoni-Nur tomb(s) between 650-600/580 B. C. seems reasonable. For, 
even if Adoni-Nur himself may have died ca. 650/30 B. C. other officials (perhaps members of his own 
family? ) seem to have been buried in the same tomb, who may have succeeded him in office. 
781 It cannot, however, be excluded that the tomb remained in use even after the annexation of Ammon. If so, 
this would be comparable with the situation at the Judahite tombs of Ketef Hinnom in Jerusalem, where 
members of Jerusalem's elite - working for the Babylonians (perhaps from Mizpah - pers. communication G. 
Barkay, May 2001) may have continued to bury their dead, even after the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 B. C. See: G. 
Barkay, "Excavations at Ketef Hinnom", in: H. Geva, Ancient Jerusalem Revealed, pp. 85ff (esp. 105f. ) 
782 On the 8`" cent. B. C. use of the title in Israel, Judah and Philistia, see: P. G. van der Veen, "Two/Too Little 
Known Bullae", pp. 244f.; idem, "Beschriftete Siegel", p. 242. On the Phoenician and Aramaic use of the title 
on seals: e. g. WSS 713.751-753. 
783 An unprovenanced seal of a certain Menahem son of Samak cbd mlk (housed at the Israel Museum, I. M. 
No. 85.15.17) may be of Ammonite origin, but its genuineness has been rightly questioned - see WSS 861. 
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b) The Person and Chronological Placement of King Amminadab (I) 

i. Amminadab I and His Dynasty 

The present author has argued above that the palaeography of the Adoni-Nur seal most 

likely points to a date sometime during the first half of the 7th cent. B. C., when its owner, 

Adoni-Nur (otherwise unattested), served as court official of a king named "Amminadab" 

(i. e. "My kinsman is noble"). We also concluded that a mid-7t' cent. B. C. terminus post 

quem date for the tomb inventory is suggested by e. g. the imitated "Assyrian Palace Ware. " 

As a matter of fact, a king of Ammon, Amminadab, is indeed attested in 667 B. C. in the 

annals of the Assyrian king Ashurbanipal (Prism C7S4). This monarch was obliged to pay 

tribute to the Assyrians and recruit soldiers (along with e. g. Manasseh of Judah and 
Qausgabr of Edom) in preparation for the Assyrian military advance against the Kushite 

Pharaoh Taharqa of Egypt (690-664 B. C. ). 785 Amminadab appears to have succeeded the 

Ammonite king B/Puduilu (Ammonite: "Pado'el") on the throne, who is attested in the 

Assyrian annals of Sennacherib (701 B. C. ) and Esarhaddon (674 B. C. ), i. e. on the Taylor 

Prism (and Oriental Institute Prism) and Prism B respectively. 786 Due to the discovery of the 

Tell Siran bronze bottle in 1972, which contains an inscription naming 3 successive 

Ammonite kings, the lineage of Amminadab's royal descendants could be established by 

another 2 generations of Ammonite rulers, i. e. through Amminadab's son Hissal'el and 

grandson Amminadab II. Based on the typical late 7t' cent. B. C. letter forms of the Tell 

Siran bottle inscription, the lineage is believed to span the period between ca. 667 (= 

Amminadab I) and ca. 600 B. C. (= Amminadab II). 787 Although some scholars, including F. 

784 It reads the name and title of the Ammonite king as follows: am-mi-na-ad-bi spar (LUGAL) milt (KUR) Bit 
(E)-Am-ma-na. 
85 e. g. ANET 294. U. Hübner, The Ammonites, p. 194; G. G. G. Reinhold, "Zur Liste der ammonitischen and 

nicht-ammonitischen Herrscher", p. 109f. etc. Also see: K. A. Kitchen, The Third Intermediate Period, §§131. 
353; J. Leclant, "Taharqa", in: LA, Vol. VI, pp. 156-184 (esp. 166 and footnotes 243-245); J. v. Beckerath, 
Chronologie des pharanonischen Ägypten, pp. 89-93; Th. Schneider, "Taharqa", in: Lexikon der Pharaonen: 

281-283. 
up. U. Hübner has proposed, that two like-named kings Pudu'ilu ("Pado'el") may have reigned in succession 

during the period between Sargon 11 (721-704 B. C. ) and late Esarhaddon (i. e. 674 B. C. ). This, however, seems 
an unnecessary suggestion, as a) we do not know the name of the king of Ammon at the time Sargon II, and b) 
there is evidence to suggest that Zakkur and Yarh. -`azar (sons of Shanipu - cont. of Tiglath-pil-eser III - as 
attested in the Amman Statue Inscription) may have reigned (if these were monarchs in their own right) 
between ca. 730-710/01B. C. They would therefore have preceded Pado'el on the throne. If so, the reign of 
Pudu'ilu/Pado'el may not have lasted much longer than ca. 25-30 years, which is not unusually long. A number 
of contemporary attested rulers indeed did at least reign this long: e. g. the king of Gaza Silli/Sil-Bel (ANET 
287,291), the Judahite kings Hezekiah (715-686 B. C. ) and his son Manasseh (697/686-642 B. C. ), Psamtek I of 
Egypt (664-610 B. C. ) etc. As long as we do not have evidence to the contrary, it would be better to accept one 
single king named Pado'el for the early 76 cent. B. C. 
787 The inscription reads: "The works of Amminadab, king of the Ammonites [bn `Ammon], son of Hissal'el, 
king of the Ammonites, son of Amminadab king of the Ammonites: the orchard and the vineyard and the park 
and the pools. May they cause rejoicing and give pleasure for many days [to come] and in the years far off! " - P. K. McCarter, Ancient Inscriptions, No. 77, pp. 98f. For a detailed overview see: W. E. Aufrecht, A Corpus of 
Ammonite Inscriptions, No. 78 and pp. 203-211. More recently also: I. Kottsieper, "Zur Inschrift auf der 
Flasche vom Tell Siran and ihrem historischen Hintergrund", UF 34 (2002), pp. 353-362; D. Kinet, "Die 
Bronze-Flasche aus Tell Siran", in: F. Ninow (ed. ), Wort and Stein, pp. 133-144 (with literature). 
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M. Cross, initially suggested that three Amminadabs would be needed to span the period of 

about 70 years7S8, this position has now been abandoned by several scholars (including 

Cross himself 89) in favor of only two Amminadabs, a scenario, which we prefer to 

accept. 790 It is now believed (at least by some), that Amminadab I was the founder of a new 

dynasty and that the lineage recorded on the Tell Siran bottle indeed encompasses the full 

length of the royal line until Amminadab II. 79' 

Another seventh century king of Ammon has recently become known through the discovery 

of an unprovenanced bulla from the S. Moussaieff Collection in London. 792 The seal 
impression names a certain Barak'el hm1k. Although this king is not specifically called 
"king (of the sons) of Ammon", the palaeographic features of the bulla leave little doubt that 

Barak'el was indeed an Ammonite monarch. 793 The editor of the seal impression, R. 

Deutsch, has argued that this king could have reigned ca. 670 B. C., i. e. between Pado'el and 
Amminadab I. If the bulla is indeed genuine794, the present author would suggest another 

slightly later date for the owner of the bulla, i. e. after the reign of Amminadab I- ca. 
650/40 B. C., because the script of the seal impression seems to suggest this (see fig. 66). 

The writing clearly shows signs of an intermediate script between that of the Adoni-Nur 

seal (and of those seals which are also attributed to the early 7th cent. B. C., e. g. to the reign 

of Pado'e1795) and that of late 7t' cent. B. C. inscriptions, e. g. that of the Tell Siran bottle 

788 i. e. by creating a sequence Amminadab I, Amminadab II, Hissal'el and Amminadab III. The Tell Siran 
bottle inscription would then only be referring to Amminadab II and Ill and not to Amminadab I, the attested 
contemporary of Ashurbanipal. Apparently the suggestion of three Amminadabs was proposed also by J. A. 
Sauer in an unpl. essay, see: H. O. Thompson & F. Zayadine, "The Works of Amminadab", BA 37 (1974), p. 
18. F. M. Cross, "Notes on the Ammonite Inscription from Tell Siran", BASOR 212 (1973), pp. 12-I5. This 
position is maintained by U. Worschech, Das Landjenseits des Jordan, p. 194. Also: G. G. G. Reinhold, "Zur 
Liste der ammonitischen and nicht-ammonitischen Herrscher", p. 109. 
789 F. M. Cross, Leaves from an Epigrapher 's Notebook, p. 76 n. 42. 
79° U. Hübner, The Ammonites, p. 194; e. g. R. Deutsch, "A Royal Ammonite Seal impression", p. 124 and 
idem, "Seal of Ba`alis Surfaces", BAR 25: 2 (1999), p. 48 ; A. Lemaire, "Les transformations politiques et 
culturelles de la Transjrodanie auf Vle sibcle av. J. C. ", Trans. 8 (1994), p. 15; E. Stern, Archaeology of the 
Land of the Bible, p. 240 etc. 
791 As such, the royal genealogy would be reminiscent of the recently uncovered royal lapidary inscription from 
Tel Miqne/Ekron, which even names 4 royal ancestors of king Achish of Ekron. Achish and and his father Padi 
are likewise known from the Assyrian annals of 701,674 and 667 B. C respectively. For the royal inscription of 
Ekron see e. g. S. Gitin et al., "A Royal Dedicatory Inscription from Ekron", 1E147: 1-2 (1997), pp. 1-16; F. I. 
Anderson, "The Dedicatory Philistine Inscription from Eqron", Buried History (March 1999), pp. 7-22 etc. 
792 R. Deutsch, "A Royal Ammonite Seal Impression", pp. 121-125, idem, "Seal of Ba`alis Surfaces", BAR 25: 2 

p. 49. 
Although the king named on the seal impression is not specifically called "king of the Ammonites" (or "of 

the bn[y] `mn"), the palaeography is clearly Ammonite: e. g. the W-shaped mem, the kap with a 4-like head - 
see R. Deutsch, "A Royal Ammonite Seal Impression", p. 121. The PN Barak'el is also attested several times in 
the Ammonite onomasticon, again see: Deutsch, ibid, p. 123. 
794 This author has seen this seal impression in the S. Moussaieff collection in February 2002 and was not able 
to detect any apparent signs of modern forgery. 
795 E. g. Unprovenanced (10 cent. ) WSS 857 of Beyad'el `bd Pado'el, or possibly WSS 965 of a Pado'el (king 
Pado'el? ). On the former see: F. M. Cross, "A Forgotten Seal" in: idem, Leaves from an Epigrapher 's 
Notebook, pp. 103-104 [1974]. On the latter see: R. Deutsch, "An Ammonite Royal Seal", p. 56 and idem, 
"Seal of Ba°alis Surfaces", pp. 48f. In his article, Cross dates the Beyad'el seal to the reign of Pado'el, while 
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inscription - ca. 625-600 B. C. On the one hand, the letter bet is still closed (so is resh) and 

its straight vertical stance, as well as its sharply curved base line, are reminiscent of early 7th 

cent. B. C. inscriptions. On the other hand, however, lamed is of the developed type and its 

horizontal base line seems to be straight and in at least one instance (first register) clearly 

dips downward. The latter trait is found e. g. on the seal of Adoni-pelet `bd Amminadab 

(presumably of the late reign of Amminadab I- WSS 858) and continued to be used at least 

down to the early 6th cent. B. C., as e. g. on the jar stopper of Milkom'ur °bd Baalyishac 

(WSS 860) - see below. ' Also the letter he with only two horizontals is perfectly at home 

during the second half of the 7th cent. B. C. 797 Could Barak'el have been the first-born son of 

Amminadab I, who perhaps due to the lack of a royal heir of his own, was succeeded, not 

by his own son, but by his brother Hissal'el, through whom (according to the Tell Siran 

bottle inscription) Amminadab l's line proceeded? Naturally, this must remain a hypothesis. 

Fig. 66 Clay bulla of Barak'el hmlk from the private collection of S. Moussaieff- London (Courtesy of Mr. S. 
Moussaieff; Photo: R. Wiskin). 

ii. The Last Kings of Iron Age Ammon 

As will be discussed below, a king Ba`alyisha` is known from a seal impression on a clay 

jar stopper from Tall al ̀Umayri as well as from an unprovenanced and fragmentary royal 

seal. It is believed by most scholars that Bacalyishac is identical with the biblical king 

Ba`alis of Ammon, who supported the murder of the Judahite governor Gedaliah after the 
798 Fall of Jerusalem in 586 or 582 B. C. The precise relationship between Amminadab 11 and 

WSS of "Pado'el" nearer to 600 B. C. for palaeographic reasons (also see: L. G. Herr, SANSS, No. 43), which 
this author finds difficult to accept. dale: is still closed and lamed has the upcurving angular base so typical of 
the first half of the seventh cent. B. C. aleph is hardly the "star-type" as Herr suggests. The square headed pe is 
reminiscent of WSS 857 and hence it is comprehensible why Herr prefers a date no later than the mid-7`1' cent. 
B. C. for this letter on his palaeographic chart - Fig. 44 (No. 43). This, however, does not prove that the owner 
of the seal was thererfore king Pado'el - as Deutsch suggests - but it is at least compatible with it. 
796 Also see e. g. unprovenanced WSS 871 (downsloping lamed beside open headed bei), 874.876 (L. G. Herr 
SANSS, No. 36 with downsloping lamed and two barred he) 910 (with Babylonian worshipper), as well as the 
unprovenanced royal seal of Ba`alyisha` (on this seal see later this chapter), etc. 
79' e. g. WSS 874 (top register). 876 (lower register) etc. 
'" Jeremiah 40: 14. Some scholars, suggest that the assassination occurred only a few months after the Fall of 
Jerusalem in 586 B. C. Others, however, yrefer a date within the same year of Nebuchadnezzar's punitive raid 
against Ammon and Moab (i. e. in his 23 reign year) and consider the campaign to have been a direct and rash 
military reaction to the murder of Gedaliah. On this see e. g. O. Lipschits, "Nebuchadrezzar's Policy in 'Hattu- 
Land' and the Fate of the Kingdom of Judah, " OF 30 (1998), p. 481 and n. 28. Also: M. Weippert, "Israel and 
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Ba°alysisha` is unknown, so that at present it cannot be excluded that another, unknown 

ruler preceded the latter's accession to the throne. '' 

iii. The Demise of the Ammonite Monarchy 

It is generally assumed that the Ammonite kingdom came to its end in 582 B. C., when 

according to Flavius Josephus the territories of both Ammon and Moab were invaded by the 
Babylonians. 800 Even though it may well be correct that Ammon had at least nominally 

acknowledged Babylon's sovereignty by 604 B. C. (when according to the Babylonian 

Chronicle: "... All the kings of Hatti-Land came before him and he [Nebuchadnezzar] 

received their heavy tribute. "801), its political attitude towards Babylon seems to have 

changed when (possibly in 594/3 B. C. ) an anynonymous Ammonite king sent his 

messenger along with the envoys from Edom, Moab, Tyre and Sidon to king Zedekiah of 
Judah (Jer. 27: 1-11). 802 That the king of Ammon shared Zedekiah's anti-Babylonian 

political convictions seems also to be corroborated by Ezek. 21: 23-28, where it is said that 
before Nebuchadnezzar ultimately turned his face against Jerusalem, he first invoked his 

gods at "the parting of the way" (v. 21) - i. e. in 588/87 B. C. -, asking which major city was 
to be conquered next: "Rabbah of the sons of Ammon" or "Jerusalem" (v. 21). 803 That the 
Judahite kingdom met its final fate first is evident from the fact that the Ammonite king 
Ba`alyishac/Ba`alis continued to conspire against Babylon's representatives, i. e. also after 
the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 B. C. As we are told in Jeremiah 40: 14, he supported the murder 

of the pro-Babylonian Gedaliah (who was appointed governor by the Babylonians at 
Mizpah) and granted asylum to his assassins, Ishmael and his murderous lot (Jer. 41: 10.15). 

As Josephus relates, the awaited fate, befell both Ammon and Moab in the 23`d years of 
Nebuchadnezzar's reign (=582/1 B. C. ). Nebuchadnezzar marched against Syria and 
launched a punitive raid against "the Ammonites and Moabites; and when he had brought 

all those nations under subjection, he fell upon Egypt in order to overthrow it... " (Jos. Ant. 
Jud. X 9,7 § 181 f. ). 804 

Juda", in: Reallexikon der Assyriologie, Vol. V, pp. 207f.; U. Hübner, The Ammonites, p. 204; R. Albertz, Die 
Exilszeit, pp. 83f. etc. 
'" E. g. A. Lemaire, "Les transformations politiques", p. 15f; G. G. G. Reinhold, ibid, p. 113. 
80o Jos. Ant. Jud. X 9,7 § 181 f. 
801 D. J. Wiseman, The Chronicles of the Chaldean Kings, p. 69; idem, Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon, pp. 22- 
23; O. Lipschits, "Ammon from Vassal Kingdom to Babylonian Province", BASOR 335 (2004) p. 37. 
802 E. g. also: U. Hübner, The Ammonites, pp. 199ff.; A. Lemaire, "Les transformations politiques", p. 12; O. 
Lipschits, "Ammon in Transition", p. 38. 
803 On this reconstruction see most recently O. Lipschits, ibid, p. 38 and n. 8 with an alternative view cited. 80' Translation from W. Whiston, Josephus the Complete Works, 1981. 
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That Ammon and Moab were annexed by Babylon in 582 B. C. and that no new kings were 
installed, however, must remain a theory. Nevertheless, because of the prominent role 

played by Ammon in the rebellion against Babylon, this does seem a logical conclusion. 805 

However, though favored by a majority of scholars, this is not the only possible 

reconstruction of late monarchic Ammonite history. As will be briefly discussed below, L. 

G. Herr has suggested that Ba`alyisha` remained in office as a vassal of Babylon after 582 

B. C. and administered a well-organized "government sponsored" system of farmsteads and 

vineyards (e. g. in the ̀ Umayri and Heshban regions) for the production of wine as tribute to 

the Babylonian king. 806 This scenario has been recently criticized by 0. Lipschits, who 
instead suggests that this system may have originated earlier in the 7' cent. B. C. under 
Assyrian rule, and that the Babylonians continued to use its existing infrastructure, not only 

after the annexation of Ammon in 582 B. C., but already when Ammon became a vassal 
kingdom in 604 B. C. S07 

Based on the latest work conducted and the small modification suggested above, therefore, 

the late 80' - 60i cent. B. C. chronology of the Ammonite kings and the position of 
Amminadab I's royal line, may therefore be reconstructed as follows808: 

Ammonite King Approximate Date 
ganipu 734/3 B. C. 

Zakkur (? ) ca. 720 B. C. 
y 
Yarh`azar (? ) ca. 710 B. C. 
40 ? 
Pado'eI ca. 701-670 B. C. 

Assyrian Annals 
Tiglath-pileser III - 
(ANET 282) 
Amman Statue Inscription 

Amman statue Inscription 

Sennacherib and Esarhaddon 

- Taylor Prism & Prism B 
(ANET 287,291); WSS 857 and 965(? ) 

(new line 9 ?) 
Amminadab I ca. 670-650 B. C. Ashurbanipal - Prism C (ANET 294) 
9? Tell Siran Bottle Inscription; WSS 858-859 
Barak'el ca. 650/40 B. C. Unprovenanced Royal Bulla 
(brother of ?) 4' 
Hiý*'el ca. 640-620 B. C. Tell Siran Bottle Inscription 
4, 

805 E. g. R. W. Younker, "Ammonites", in: A. J. Hoerth et al. (eds. ), Peoples of the Old Testament World, p. 
314. Also A. Lemaire, "Les transformations politiques", p. 13, Lipschits, idem, p. 38, U. Hübner, The 
Ammonites, pp. 205f. 
B06 E. g. L. G. Herr, "The Ammonites in the Late Iron Age and Persian Period", in: B. MacDonald & R. W. 
Younker, Ancient Ammon, pp. 228-232; idem, MPP IV, p. 16. 
807 O. Lipschits, "Ammon from Vassal Kingdom to Babylonian Province", pp. 37ff. 
808 E. g. F. M. Cross, "Ammonite Ostraca from Tell Hisban", in: F. M. Cross, Leaves from an Epigrapher s 
Notebook, p. 76; R. Deutsch, "A Royal Ammonite Seal impression", p. 124 and idem, "An Ammonite Royal 
Seal", p. 57; U. Hübner, The Ammonites, pp. 208£; G. G. G. Reinhold, "Zur Liste der ammonitischen and 
nicht-ammonitischen Herrscher", pp. 111 & 113. 
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Amminadab II ca. 620-600 B. C. 
y? 
(king missing? ) 
Ba`alyisha° ? 600 - 582? B. C. 

Tell Siran Bottle Inscription 

Jer 40: 14, Milkom'ur jar stopper, 
Royal Ammonite Seal 

Table 28 The royal lineage of King Amminadab I within the chronology of the late 8`"-early 6"' cent. B. C. 
Ammonite monarchy. 
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2. Milkom'ur `bd Ba`alisha` (from: Tall al-'Umayri) 

2.1 The Catalogue 

Photo/Drawing: 

Fig. 67 Jar stopper of Milkom'ur 
(Photo and line-drawing: Courtesy of Dr. Paul Ray - Andrews University/ MPP V) 
Inscription: 
Fig. 68 Ancient Ammonite Script: 

9'Iý1ºiý arc 
yn 
a wýc, t vyy 

Square Hebrew Script: Ini7`$Sl= 1/]! I /'111ti1týDý7 
Transliteration : 1mlkm'wr ,, 'b/d B`ly( 
Translation: "Belonging to Milkom'ur/or, Servant/Minister of (RN) Ba`alyisha`" 
Palaeographic Traits: Despite the use of classical late 8'b-early 7`h century B. C. Ammonite letters 
(such as closed square ̀ayin and waw), the open headed letters bet, dales and resh allow a date for 
the inscription to shortly after 600 B. C. 
Icon. Details: 4-winged scarab beetle with dungball, flanked by two standards (with papyrus or 
moon capitals), 2 double dividing lines, single border-line(? ). 
Object: clay jar stopper baked in the fire: 19xI9x2I mm. 
Proposed Date: early 6'h century B. C. 
Str. Details: Topsoil of Iron Age IIC/Persian Period administrative building Field H, Sq. 7K30 
due South of Field A. 
Origin: Tall al-`Umayri 
Pres. Location: Amman Archaeological Museum or Dept. of Antiquities, or Madaba Archaeolo- 
gical Museum (pers. communication of L. G. Herr with B. Sass - WSS 860). 
Prop. Identity: King Baalis - supported the assassination of the Judahite governor Gedaliah by 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah (who was of royal offspring) - see: 2Kgs. 25: 25; Jeremiah 40-41. 
Parallels of Office: The general honorific title `bd (lit. "servant") is known from Israelite and Judahite 
8'b cent. B. C. seals and bullae (e. g. WSS 2), after which it was replaced by the title `bd hmlk in Israel 
and apparently in Edom. In Ammon the "older" title was retained until the end of the Ammonite monarchy 
period. The title `bd (hmlk) is widely attested on both seals and bullae (provenanced and unprovenanced). 
It does not express the exact function of the court official, except for his close relationship to the king. 
The title is closely related to the state bureaucracy of the monarchic periods in Israel, Ammon and 
Edom, and as such is indicative of the period prior to the fall and annexation of the local monarchies, 
i. e. the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 B. C., the presumed annexation of Ammon and Moab in 582 B. C., 
and of Edom in 553/2 B. C. respectively. 
Lit. WSS 860. Most recently: J. Eggler et al., "Seals and Seal Impressions from Excavation Seasons 
1984-2000", in: MPP V, pp. 240-242 and No. 5 with full bibliography. 
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2.2 The Palaeography 

a) The Inscription 

The inscription is found on a yellowish brown clay seal impression, which had been formed 

into a cone (the size of which is 19x 19x2 l mm), probably to be used not as a bulla to seal 
documents but to seal a juglet, presumably for trading or fiscal purposes. 809 Fingerprints can 

still be seen on this "jar stopper. "810 

The seal impression is divided into three registers, separated by two double line field 

dividers. While the top and bottom ones only contain parts of the inscription (i. e. Imlkm'wr 

and B`1ysi' respectively), the two first letters of the title `bd are placed in the upper left and 

right zones of the central register. Most of the space of the central zone is however reserved 
for a 4-winged scarab beetle flanked by two standards (on this see below). The first register 

records the name of the seal owner, i. e. Milkom'ur, i. e. "(DN) Milkom is a Light/Lamp", 

whereas the third register renders the name of his royal master Bacalyishac, i. e. "Ba°al 

saves" (< *ba`alyita`; on the identity of this king see below). A number of classical 
diagnostic palaeographic traits (such as the writing of kap with triangular head, square 

shaped ̀ayin - still closed - as well as the straight vertical stance of the letters811 etc. ), and 
the theophoric element Milkom (i. e. the name of the Ammonite national deity as attested in 

the Old Testament - again on this see below) in the personal name of the seal owner, leave 

no doubt about the Ammonite origin of the inscription on the jar stopper. 

b) Palaeographic Traits 

As was already noted above (ch. 2, no. 1), despite a few classical late 8th- early 7th cent. 
B. C. Ammonite letters (like `ayin, waw812), which the engraver of the original seal of the 
Milkom'ur jar stopper had obviously retained in his script, other important diagnostic pegs 
can be found which help date the inscription to the late 7th-early 6th cent. B. C. The most 
prominent ones are open headed bet, dalet and resh, and as seal expert L. G. Herr has 

R09 Cf. S. Herbordt, Neuassyrische Glyptik, p. 67 for use of bullae as jar stoppers as well as for other purposes. 
Also see J. Renz & W. Rallig, HAE I1/2, p. 91. 
0'0 WSS 860. For a detailed discussion of the seal see: L. G. Herr, "The Inscribed Seal Impression", in: MPP 1, 
pp. 369-374 and R. W. Younker, "The Historical Background and Motifs of a Royal Seal Impression", in. MPP 
1, pp. 375-380. Most recently: J. Eggler et al., "Seals and Seal Impressions from Excavation Seasons 1984- 
2000", in: MPP V, pp. 240-242 and No. 7 with full bibliography. 
81 L. G. Herr, "The Inscribed Seal Impression", p. 370. 
812 Early forms of this waw are found e. g. unprovenanced: BPPS 157 (=WSS 891). 176.184. Note also that the 
same type was in use in 716 cent. B. C. Edom - see Qausgabr bulla - ch. 3, no. 1). For late uses of this waw, see 
e. g. unprovenanced: WSS 865. 
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argued in his final publication on the jar stopper, a very early 6`h cent. B. C. date seems most 

probable: 

"All three `ayins on our impression are closed, but the bets, dalet and res are strongly 

opened. The best parallels for this type of head seem to date around 600 B. C. or 

i81 slightly later, most likely not earlier ... 
3 

Herr argues that, as Ammonite script reverted to the standard Aramaic (presumably under 

the influence of the Babylonian and later Persian hegemonies), and although a time span for 

the seal impression from 625-550 B. C. cannot be excluded, if all the palaeographic 

evidence is summed up, a date "... very early 6`h century (soon after the Siran bottle) as the 

most likely date in that span" seems justified. 814 

Open headed b&e 

Fig. 69 Open headed late Iron Age Ammonite bet on Milkom'ur jar stopper. 

Indeed open headed bet is a clear developed trait within the Ammonite script from the late 

7th cent. B. C. onward. 815 The vertical leg of bet becomes also often more rounded. A 

number of provenanced and unprovenanced specimens are listed in Table 29.816 

Site Stratum-Location Cat. No. PN with bet late 7th/early 6th 
cent. B. C. 

Vicinity Survey site MPPV, 
Tall al- No. 84 No. 57 
°Umayri Field A, Sq. I Reg. 5238817 
(farm) (Iron Age IIC/ 

Persian) 
Tall al-Mazar Tomb 33 WSS 872818 >tD'1'týRt7 

(IiCý'r x15819} 

Vna 112 

./ 

14 

813 L. G. Herr, "The Inscribed Seal Impression", MPP 1, p. 370. 
814 Idem. 

815 It is found also in later inscriptions such as stratified jar impressions from the early Persian late 6`h - 5th cent. 
B. C. occupation at Tall al--`Umayri, see e. g. MPP V, Nos. 36.42 etc. 
816 Many other unprovenanced examples could be listed e. g. WSS 868-869.884-885.908, BPPS Nos. 
150.171.176 etc. 
817 This is an abecedary. Note that another very similar seal was acquired on the market, long before the 
discovery of this one - see WSS 995. The date given by J. Eggler in MPP V, p. 276 (i. e. end of 8th-7`h cent. 
B. C. ) is clearly a mistake, and is also incompatible with the archaeological context. 
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Table 29 Uses of late Ammonite open headed bet. 

yyy 

ly 

y 

.'ý .ý 
9 

818 See Kh. Yassine and P. Bordreuil, "Deux cachets ouest-sdmitiques inscrits d6couverts it Tell Mazar" 
, 
SHAJ 

I (1982), pp. 192-194; Kh. Yassine, Tell el-Mazar I, pp. 133-134. 
819 Alternatively read with dales - see below. 
2° R. W. Dajani, "The Amman Theater Fragment", ADAJ 12-13 (1967-68), pp. 65-67, Pl. XXXIX, Fig. 1. For a 

detailed list of publications on this inscription see: W. E. Aufrecht, A Corpus of Ammonite Inscriptions, No. 
58, pp. 151-152. Also see G. van der Kooij, "The Identity of Trans-Jordanian Alphabetic Writing in the Iron 
Age", Fig. 9. 
82 This is only the first phrase of an eight line inscription. See e. g. H. 0. Thompson & F. Zayadine, "The 
Works of Amminadab", BA 37 (1972), pp. 13-19, esp. p. 15 fig. 7. Also: F. M. Cross, "Notes on the Ammonite 
Inscription from Tell Siran", in: Leaves From an Epigrapher's Notebook, pp. 100-102. The palaeographic dates 

suggested by Kinet in his recent article "Die Bronze-Flasche aus Tell Siran", pp. 134-135 to ca. 725-650 for the 
letter forms cannot be accepted as had been argued previously by F. M. Cross and others (it contains several 
late Ammonite letters e. g. open headed bet, dalet, and perhaps bent yod). See: e. g. F. M. Cross, ibid; P. K. 
McCarter, Ancient Inscriptions, p. 98 No. 77, W. E. Aufrecht, A Corpus of Ammonite Inscriptions, p. 207, No. 
78. Also on this see: G. G. G. Reinold, "Zur Liste der ammonitischen and nicht-ammonitischen Herrscher", p. 
109 and nos. 425-27. 
822 First published by M. A. Levy, Siegel and Gemmen, Breslau, 1869, No. 4, B. M. 48504 - this seal was 
examined by this author at the BM in September 2004. 
823 The final `ayin was alternatively read as tet by E. Puech, "L'inscription de la statue d'Amman et la 
pal6ographie ammonite", RB 92 (1985), pp. 5-24 (esp. p. 23 n. 51). 
82° First published by C. Clermont-Ganneau, "Sceaux et cachets", JA 1 (1883), No. 25. B. M. 102973. This seal 
was investigated by this author at the BM in September 2004. The iconography of the seal (Babylonian style 
worshipper) and its octagonal form place it squarely within the Neo-Babylonian period. A 6`" cent. B. C. date 
seems likely. 
825 A plasticine impression and photographies of the object made under a powerful microscope were provided 
to this author by R. Deutsch. This author does not recognize any reasons as to why this seal should not be 
genuine. Quite to the contrary, he has listed evidence in response to previously made criticims by B. Becking, 
that indeed remnants of the letters bet and nun (as was previously suggested by Deutsch) can indeed be seen 
and hence are not simple scratches on the surface of the stone. Also see below 2.5. Likewise: P. G. van der 
Veen, "Beschriftete Siegel als Beweis fUr das Biblische Israel? ", pp. 256-258, idem, "Gedaliah in the Light of 
Epigraphic Evidence", in: M. Lubetski (ed. ), Sheffield Phoenix Press, forthcoming (2005). 
8 S. Moussaieff Collection - London. This seal was seen by this author in February 2002. 
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Fig. 70 Open headed late Iron Age Ammonite dalei on Milkom'ur jar stopper. 

Although less frequently attested than open headed bet, open headed dalet is also a clear 

developed trait within the Ammonite lapidary script from ca. 600 B. C. onward. 827 In the 

Tell Siran bottle inscription dated to the reign of king Amminadab II (ca. 625- ? B. C. ), the 

head of dalet had just started to open up (see Table 30: 3). As the dales on the jar stopper is 

"wide open", it seems to belong to the fully developed category that postdated the last 

quarter of the 7th cent. B. C. A number of provenanced and unprovenanced specimens are 

listed in Table 30.828 

Site Stratum-Location Cat. No. PN with daler late 7'n/early 6th 
cent. B. C. 

Vicinity Survey site No. 84 MPP No. 57 ý'taýtt 
Tall al- Field A, Sq. 1 Reg. 5238 
`Umayri (Iron Age IIC/Persian) 
(farm) 
Tall Tomb 7 WSS 1109, 
al-Mazar (5`h cent. B. C. context) JUM 164829 ýý. ý 

Tell Siran Stray find - 3113My iMvo 830 
(Amman) ins' In iýo 
? Unprovenanced WSS 922 t X-r'ný 

(? )anýx In 
? Unprovenanced WSS 923 ýtt'zý 

ýxnnn 1= 
? Unprovenanced WSS 931 In tumR 

ý 14i'= 
Table 30 Uses of late Ammonite open headed dales. 
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4y 
y4 
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4 

827 The open headed letters (incl. `ayin, bet and resh) had already been introduced in Ammonite cursive scripts 
during the 7`h cent. B. C. See F. M. Cross, "A Papyrus Recording a Divine Legal Decision", in: Leaves from an 
Epigrapher's Notebook, pp. 65-66. For these features on the ostraca from Tell Heshbon see his: "Ammonite 
Ostraca from Tell Hisban", ibid, pp. 70ff. 
828 Other examples could be listed as, e. g. provenanced WSS 872 (from Tall al-Mazar - but note that the dales 
can alternatively be read as resh). Unprovenanced: WSS 869.908 etc. 
829 Besides the late palaeographic features, the iconography of a Neo-Babylonian worshipper scene (in front of 
the lamp of Nusku) and the octagonal form of the seal suggest a 6`h cent. B. C. date. Also see T. Oman, "The 
Mesopotamian Influenced on West Semitic Stamp Seals", in: B. Sass & Chr. Uehlinger (eds. ), Studies in the 
Iconography, p. 63 and Fig. 47. 
830 This is only the opening phrase of an 8 line inscription. The head of dales only starts to open up in this late 
7'h cent. B. C. text. Although F. M. Cross argues (see his: "Notes on the Ammonite Inscription", p. 101 (+ fig. 
8.1)) that "Bet and ̀ ayin are sometimes open [i. e. in this inscription], resh and da/et rarely if ever", this only 
applies to resh, not so to dale[. His own drawing of the flask inscription shows many dalets closed, whereas the 
photographs as well as the original drawing show almost all of the dalets clearly "opening" up, e. g. H. O. 
Thompson & F. Zayadine, "The Works of Amminadab", Fig. 7. For a nice colour photograph of the flask, see 
the front cover of P. K. McCarter, Ancient Inscriptions. The same was noted also by G. van der Kooij, "The 
Identity of Trans-Jordanian Alphabetic Writing in the Iron Age", SHAJ III (1987), Fig. 7.14 

165 



Open headed V'E'. 4%t 

Fig. 71 Open headed late Iron Age Ammonite resh on Milkom'ur jar stopper. 

Open headed resh also is not a consistent feature of late Iron Age "developed" Ammonite 

script, but, contrary to L. G. Herr's most recent statement (that resh probably did not open 

at all in Ammonite831), this letter type is clearly attested and like dalet is retained in the 

Aramaic lapidary script to which the Ammonite scribes reverted soon after, during the 6th 

5th cent. B. C. 832 

Site Stratum-Location Cat. No. PN with resh late 7'h/early 616 
cent. B. C. 

? Unprovenanced WSS 865 '1R1töý 
I. M. 68.35.187 002-11 

? Unprovenanced BPPS 181 rtýnný 
= WSS 981833 

1TSTýbt 
? Unprovenanced WSS 910834 p1ým 

Kon in 

Table 31 Uses of late Ammonite open headed resh. 

I 

9 

9 
Other letters which also support a late 7`"-early 6th century B. C. date, are curved lamed with 
down sloping horizontal base (on this also see above No. 1)835, star shaped aleph836 (which 

is not attested before the final quarter of the 7th cent. B. C. ), etc. 

Unlike the Adoni-Nur seal from Amman, the Milkom'ur jar stopper contains clear evidence 
of its late 7`"-early 6t' cent. B. C. date. In this case, it is not the absence of "later" 

palaeographic traits, but their very presence, which suggests a date shortly after ca. 600 

83' L. G. Herr stated this in: "The Inscribed Seals", MPP V, p. 230. Seemingly this was a slip of his mind, as 
Herr himself had previously noted that the wide open resh on the jar stopper was a clear indication for its date 
around 600 B. C. or slightly later; see among others, his: "The Inscribed Seal Impression", MPP 1, p. 370. 
832 Additional examples e. g. unprovenanced WSS 863.869 (alternative reading da/et). 872 (same) 884.908. 
BPPS, No. 176. 
833 S. Moussaieff Collection - London. This seal was seen by this author in February 2002. 
834 First published by C. Clermont-Ganneau, "Sceaux et cachets", JA 1 (1883), No. 25. B. M. 102973. 
835 E. g. unprovenanced: WSS 871.910; The royal Ba`alyisha` seal: R. Deutsch, "The Ammonite Royal Seal", p. 
54, Fig. 145. 
836 E. g. provenanced (probably late 6th cent. B. C. ) MPP V, No. 36. WSS 868.884-885.910. 
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B. C. This is corroborated fully by the historical evidence of king Ba`alyisha`, as we shall 

see in due time. 

2.3 The iconography 

Fig. 72 Original central scene of Milkom'ur jar stopper from Tall al-`Umayri (left) and line-drawing of the 
reconstructed scarab beetle by this author, based on a line-drawing and a photograph of the jar stopper, which 
have been kindly provided by Dr. Paul Ray Jr. - Archaeological Publications, Andrews University (Photo: 
originally used for J. Eggler et al., MPP V, No. 7). 

The original seal which impressed the jar stopper from Tall al--°Umayri depicts a four- 

winged scarab beetle in the central or middle register. It pushes a ball of dung (representing 

the solar disk of the Egyptian sungod Re). The beetle is flanked by two identical poles, each 

mounted by an inverted crescent and round object, which have been variously interpreted as 

either stylized papyri or lotus flower stalks, or as inverted lunar crescents and disk standards 

(on this: more below). 837 Not only is the division into three registers a typical phenomenon 

on Ammonite seals838, also the representation of an animal in the central scene (e. g. a bull, a 

bull's head, a ram's head, a griffin, a scarab beetle etc. ), frequently flanked by other 

symbols (e. g. similarly depicted standards, small birds and/or monkeys or Harpocrates-like 

figures, as well as Ammonite alphabetic characters), is a characteristic design of standard 

Ammonite iconography. 839 The same scarab beetle emblem flanked by standards is also 

837 For detailed discussions on the iconography of the Milkom'ur jar stopper: e. g. R. W. Younker, "Israel, 
Judah, and Ammon and the Motifs on the Baalis Seal from Tell el-`Umeiri", BA (Sept., 1985), pp. 173-180; 
idem, "The Historical Background and Motifs of a Royal Seal Impression", MPP 1, pp. 375-380; U. Hübner, 
"Das ikonographische Repertoire der ammonitischen Siegel", pp. 139-141.147-148; J. Eggler et al., "Seals and 
Seal Impressions", MPP V, No. 5, pp. 238-240. 
838 e. g. WSS 871.890.971.979.985 - also see: U. Hübner, ibid, p. 136. 
839 e. g. Bull - unprovenanced (several from before 1945): WSS 881 (flanked by letters). 956 (flanked by letters). 
971 (flanked by letters). 979 (flanked by pomegranate staffs? ). 985 (flanked by letters). 991 (flanked by letters). 
BPPS 152 (flanked by standards). Note that the same bull type is depicted on a recently uncovered provenanced 
anepigraphic seal from Tall al--`Umayri see: MPP V, No. 13. It however contains only one standard placed in 
front of the bull. But for this design also see: WSS 952. Bull head: unprovenanced WSS 895 (flanked by birds). 
A ram's head - provenanced: WSS 988 (flanked by birds - from Tall Dayr `Alta), unprovenanced: WSS 890 
(flanked by stalks), 895 (flanked by birds). 920 (flanked by birds; instead of an inscription in the third register, 
we find a lunar crescent and a disk). 933 (flanked by monkeys). 967 (flanked by birds). 1001 (flanked by 
birds). Note that an identical ram's head has been found on a recently discovered epigraphic seal from Tall al- 
`Umayri - see MPP V, No. 33. A recumbent ram is seen on the unprovenanced WSS 931 (flanked by lotus 
staffs). For examples of sphinxes or griffins flanked by objects, see e. g. a seal from Tall Jalul, J. Eggler, "Die 
eisen-ll-zeitlichen Siegel", p. 60 No. I and p. 71, Figs. The discovery of iconographic features on seals recently 
discovered, which match those on seals previously acquired on the antiquity market, seems to suggest their 
genuineness. Another similar layout is found on WSS 871, but this time it is a "lotus bud"(? ) tree flanked by 
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depicted on 3 other stamp seals from Iron Age 11 Ammon: i. e. the provenanced (but very 

worn) seal of "Menahem the son of YenahemiS40 (from the tomb of Adoni-Nur in Amman 

- WSS 944), the unprovenanced seals of "Shoher `the standard bearer' , 841 (WSS 865) and of 

"... [son of? ] Elhanan" (WSS 987) (see: fig. 73 a-c). A similarly depicted seal (with a 4- 

winged scarab beetle and flanking birds) was found at Byblos (WSS 990). Due to its typical 

iconography and layout its Ammonite origin could be safely established. 842 A similar scarab 
beetle is also depicted on an Ammonite seal with a slightly different composition (WSS 

891 843) Lastly, an Ammonite unprovenanced seal, with an identical layout, but with a 

slightly different design (depicting a 4-winged uraeus instead of a 4-winged scarab), is also 

worth noting for comparison (WSS 981 = BPPS 181) - see fig. 73 d. 

ýý Yº" 
fý "°. ýýi. 

-cý_. lä%. " 

ýeal4! llMýr 
- 

"Belonging to Shoher, the "[? Belonging to .... bn? ] 
standard bearer" - Elhanan" - 
WSS 865 (IM 68.35.187) WSS 987 (1-1-637)845 
(before 1970)844 (before 1972) 

"Belonging to Menahem "Tamakä Ibn/ 
b/n Yenahem" - WSS 'Ele`azar" - 

944 (Adoni-Nur WSS 981; S. 
Tomb - Arch. Museum - Moussaieff Collection 
Amman) (before 1987)846 

seated monkeys, which is depicted in the central scene. For an excellent discussion of Ammonite motifs see: U. 
Hübner, "Das ikonographische Repertoire der ammonitischen Siegel", pp. 136f. 
810 As the seal is very worn, it is difficult to see if the standards are also mounted by an inverted crescent and a 
disk. Although they may instead be mounted by two discs, the original line drawing in PEFA VI (1953), has a 
papyrus like top here. The same impression is also given by the available photos, in the same volume, PI. V1: 2 
and WSS 944. As this author has not seen the original, no definite conclusions may be drawn. 
80' N. Avigad/B. Sass, WSS p. 324, argue that the two standards are assymetrical, which they may be. But as the 
seal (if genuine) is not very finely cut, it could well be that the standards were intended to be symmetrical, but 
due to their crudeness they look different. Note that the inverted crescent atop the left standards is too far 
elevated above the pole mounted by a disk, and hence this too may be due to the crudeness of the overall layout 
(fig. 73 a. ) 
842 Well travelled seals are also attested from elsewhere e. g. a Judahite seal found in the territory of Ammon 
(WSS 7), an Edomite seal found in Merkez/Babylon (WSS 1048, see also below ch. 3: 1.5) or a Philistine seal 
from Ashkelon, which travelled all the way to Dunbrum in Ireland (possibly during the Roman Period or later : 
see WSS 1066, also T. C. Mitchell, The Bible in the British Museum, p. 72. For more details on such well 
travelled seals also: D. Collon, First impressions, 1987, pp. 138-139; P. G. van der Veen, "Two/Too Little 
Known Bullae", p. 252, n. 27. 
84a The round seal lacks the three register layout, but has a four winged scarab beetle as central scene. The 
inscription has been engraved along the edges. 
804 First published by N. Avigad, "Ammonite and Moabite Seals", in: J. A. Sanders (ed. ), Near Eastern 
Archaeology in the Twentieth Century, No. 2. 
845 Also: N. Avigad et al., West Semitic Seals, No. 126. First published by A. Lemaire, "Nouveaux sceaux nord- 
ouest s6mitiques", Syria 63 (1986), No. 12. Courtesy of O. Rimmon - Reuben Hecht Museum, Haifa. 
846 WSS 981 = BPPS 181. First published by B. Zuckerman et al., Puzzling Out the Past. Making Sense of 
Ancient inscriptions from Biblical Times (Exhibition Catalogue), Los Angelos, 1987, No. 12. Courtesy of S. 
Mousaieff of London and Herzliya & R. Deutsch of Herzliya. 
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Figs. 73 a-d. Four examples of Ammonite provenanced (c. ) and unprovenanced (a. -b. d. ) seals with the same, 
and or virtually the same, layout and composition, i. e. with the winged scarab beetle (or uraeus d. ) flanked by 
standards (or letters d. ) depicted in the central register. 

Although the image of the scarab beetle was originally derived from the Egyptian sun cult 
(with the Khepre scarab beetle as the icon of the rising sungod Re847), its widespread use 

across the ancient Levant seems to render a direct influence from contemporary Egypt 

unlikely. 848 As R. Schmitt has argued, the "Skarabäusmotiv" was not only one of the most 

widespread images in ancient Palestinian glyptic art, it also possessed "eine 

ununterbrochene Kontinuität seit der MBZ [Middle Bronze Age]. i849 Its frequent use on 
both official and private Northwest Semitic seals, especially on those from Syro-Phoenicia, 

suggests that the Ammonite adoption of the icon was well rooted in a long-lived Levantine 

tradition. It would therefore be safest to describe the scarab beetle as an 

"Egyptianizing/Phoenicianizing" moti£8so 

In a number of articles R. W. Younker85' has argued that the scarab beetle (central scene) 

was in fact the royal emblem of the kings of Ammon, as it had apparently been in both 

Israel and Judah during the 8t' cent. B. C. 852 A. D. Tushingham had previously argued that 

this symbol had been the royal emblem of Israel, which subsequently was adopted by the 

Judahites (i. e. alongide the 2-winged sun disk, as depicted on the Imik jar handles) after the 
demise of the northern Kingdom. 853 Younker suggests that the Ammonites borrowed the 

84' See also U. Zerbst & P. G. van der Veen, "Das Gericht an den Göttern kgyptens. Die zehn Plagen in 2. 
Mose 7-12 aus der religiösen Perspektive des alten Agypten", in: U. Zerbst & P. G. van der Veen (eds. ), Keine 
Posaunen vor Jericho? Beiträge zur Archäologie der Landnahme, Studium Integrale, Hänssler Verlag, 
Holzgerlingen, 2005, pp. 148-150. 
848 Although O. Keel & Chr. Uehlinger wish to maintain a strong direct Egyptian association - see GGG § 162, 
other scholars probably correctly doubt such a direct link: e. g. U. Hilbner, ibid, pp. 141 ff.; E. Gubel, "The 
Iconography of Inscribed Phoenician Glyptic", in: B. Sass & Chr. Uehlinger (eds. ), Studies in the Iconography, 
eg. 108f., 116 etc. 

R. Schmitt, Bildhafte Herrschaftspräsentation, p. 171f. 
850 For the use of scarab beetle icons on Syro-Phoenician, Aramaic and Israelite, both provenanced and 
unprovenanced, seals e. g. WSS 731.811.832.837.839.1085.1136.1175; R. Deutsch & A. Lemaire, The 
Adoniram Collection (abbr.: Adon. ), Nos. 11.14.19. etc. 
a5' For this description see R. W. Younker, "The Historical Background and Motifs of a Royal Seal 
Impression", p. 375 as well as the popular version, idem, "Israel, Judah, and Ammon and the Motifs on the 
Baalis Seal from Tell el-°Umeiri", BA (Sept., 1985), p. 174. 
852 The 4-winged scarab beetle is found on nine provenanced seal impressions from Samaria and on an 
unprovenanced seal (in the A. D. Tushingham private collection) - see R. W. Younker in. BA (Sept., 1985), p. 
175 + Figs. The same symbol is found on ImIk jar handles in association with the inscription lmlk, i. e. 
"belonging to the king" (of Judah). Note also that a 2-winged scarab beetle is found on the unprovenanced 
royal seal bullae, which bear the name of Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz, king of Judah. See e. g. R. Deutsch, "A 
Hoard of Fifty Hebrew Clay Bullae from the Time of Hezekiah", in: R. Deutsch (ed. ), Shlomo, p. 49, Fig. 2 etc. 
$53 A. D. Tushingham, "Royal Israelite Seal (? ) and the Royal Jar Handle Stamps (Part One), BASOR 200 
(1970), pp. 71-78, and idem, (Part Two), BASOR 201 (1971), pp. 23-35. This theory has been strongly 
criticised by A. R. Millard, see his "An Israelite Royal Seal? ", BASOR 208 (1972), pp. 5ff. Millard argues that 
the scarab icon is found on so many private seals, that a royal connection is speculative at best. Likewise: O. 
Keel & Chr. Uehlinger, GGG, pp. 290ff. and Fig. 257a. 
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icon from Israel sometime during the mid-8th cent. B. C 8M Its use at the royal court of 
Ammon, he argues, is corroborated by the fact that it is depicted on two official Ammonite 

seals, i. e. on the Milkom'ur jar stopper (Milkom'ur, the royal minister of king Bacalyisha`) 

and on the seal of Shohar hnss ("the standard bearer"). Also the seal of "Menahem the son 

of Yenahem" (from the tomb of Adoni-Nur in Amman) is cited in support of his theory. As 

Adoni-Nur, in whose tomb the seal of Menahem was found, had been a royal minister of 
king cAmminadab (see above), Younker suggests that Menahem too had served at the royal 
Ammonite court. 855 Although this is possible, it is by no means certain. The two symbols 
flanking the scarab beetle are interpreted by Younker as lunar standards. The icons atop the 

standard poles are interpreted as inverted lunar crescents and lunar disks. In the light of this, 

the scarab beetle itself is viewed as the icon of the astralized god Milkom, the national deity 

of the Ammonites. Younker further suggests that the personal name of the seal bearer, 

containing the theophoric element Milkom, corroborates this conclusion. 

As U. Hübner has argued, Younker's theory lacks sufficient support. 856 Regardless of the 

fact that several attested official Ammonite seals are aniconic (i. e. they lack any 
iconographic detail - cf. the Adoni-Nur seal above), other known iconic (royal) official 

seals bear images which are not identical with that of the Milkom'ur jar stopper. Instead of 
the 4-winged scarab beetle flanked by standards, they portray: a striding bull and a 
Harpocrates/monkey-like figure, and a winged Neo-Assyrian demon-like character (see 

WSS 857.858). Hübner argues that the appearance of the personal name Milkom'ur together 

with the scarab beetle and "lunar standards" does not by itself prove the identification of the 

beetle with Milkom. Nor do other seals with names composed of the divine element 
Milkom depict scarab beetles! " In the same way, seals with other theophoric names do not 
readily tie in with other associated deities. 858 Interestingly, Younker's apparent "royal 

emblem" is also frequently depicted on private seals, regardless of the social stratification of 
the seal owners. Contrary to Younker, Hübner suggests that the frequently depicted icon of 

854 Younker argues that Ammon had been closely related to Israel, not only geographically, but also politically 
and culturally. The latter had controlled areas to the north, west and south of the Ammonite Kingdom during 
the Iron Age II period. See R. W. Younker, in: BA (Sept., 1985), p. 176, idem, in: MPP I, pp. 376f. 
L Younker argues that two official seals had been uncovered from the Adoni-Nur tomb, i. e. the one of Adoni- 
Nur himself and the one of "Adoni-Pelet", both "servants" of king Amminadab. This is not correct. WSS 858 of 
Adoni-Pelet was acquired during the 190 cent. Naturally it may have come from Amman, but this is not 
certain. Younker, in: BA (Sept, 1985), p. 175; idem, in: MPP 1, p. 376. See also: G. R. Driver, "Inventory of 
Tomb of Adoni Nur", in: PEFA VI (1953), p. 51; N. Avigad, "An Ammonite Seal", IEJ2 (1952), pp. 163-164. 
856 U. Hubner, "Das ikonographische Repertoire der ammonitischen Siegel", p. 140. 
857 E. g. the unprovenanced WSS 940 of Milkomgad (depicting two seated winged sphinxes flanking a central 
plant), WSS 792 of Zaka' the son of Milkomgaz (striding quadruped), or WSS 853 (same with different tail), or 
possibly WSS 805 (if Ammonite) with strong Assyrian motifs. Also see: U. Hübner, ibid, p. 140 and Figs. 16- 
18.26. 
858 Hübner, ibid, p. 140. 
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the striding or charging bull on Ammonite seals, may instead represent the national 
Ammonite deity Milkom, who according to him was a localized manifestation of the Syro- 

Palestinian weather god "Hadad. i859 We may add here that R. Deutsch has recently 

published an unprovenanced royal seal of king Ba°alyishac, who (granted that the seal is 

genuine - see below) probably is one and the same monarch referred to on the Milkom'ur 

jar stopper from Tall al-`Umayri. This seal does not depict a scarab beetle, but instead a 

striding sphinx, and therefore may be compared with the provenanced royal bulla of 
Qausgabr, king of Edom (see chapter 3). 860 Whether or not this image was the official icon 

of the kings of Ammon is, however, beyond proof. 

However, Hübner has not dealt with the significance of the standard poles, which Younker 

seeks to associate with the astral worship of Milkom. The present author has therefore 

thoroughly studied the mounted element atop the standard poles and has come to the 

following conclusion. 

i' 6ýA 
Fig. 74 Line-drawing by the author of the 2 flanking standards/poles as based on an original photograph and 
line-drawing provided by Dr. Paul Ray - Andrews University. 

Only the right standard/pole on the Milkom'ur jar stopper can be completely made out, as 

the left one is marred by a crack in the clay, which makes it difficult to recognize the lower 

end of the inverted crescent. It is generally assumed that the left standard was identical with 

as9 U. Hubner, ibid, p. 137. Also Hubner, The Ammonites, ch. 6. The bull in that case was either the emblem or 
the the pedestal of the weather deity. It is to be noted, however, that Milkom has also been identified by others 
with a localized form of El, who - as creator/procreator god - was also represented by the bull icon: see E. 
Puech, "Milcom": in: K. van der Toom et al., DDD, pp. 575-576; L. G. Herr, "The Ammonites in the Late Iron 
Age and Persian Period", in: B. MacDonald & R. W. Younker (eds. ), Ancient Ammon, p. 226. Noticeably, 
many Ammonite personal names are composed of the theophoric element "El", e. g. Pado'el, Hissal'el 
Tamak'el, Elisha°, Elimas, Eli'ur, Eliram etc. On the other hand it may be that "El" is to be understood as a 
generic term for deity and as the god Baal was apparently worshipped in Ammon (as seems both clear from 
the mention of Baal in the Amman Theatre inscription, as well as in personal and royal names, e. g. 
Ba`alyisha`, Ba`alnatan etc. ), Hübner's suggestion should be taken seriously. Also on this see: E. Stem, 
Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 247ff.; W. E. Aufrecht, "The Religion of the Ammonites", in: B. 
MacDonald & R. W. Younker (eds. ), Ancient Ammon, pp. 152-162 (esp. 158f. ). G. G. G. Reinhold, "Zur Liste 
der ammonitischen and nicht-ammonitischen Herrscher", in: G. G. G. Reinhold (ed. ), At Sunrise on the Tell, pp. 
103f.; M. Daviau & P. E. Dion, "El, the God of the Ammonites? The Atef-Crowned Head from Tel Jawa, 
Jordan", ZDPV 110 (1994), pp. 158ff. 
860 E. g. R. Deutsch, "An Ammonite Royal Seal", pp. 53-57. Note that Deutsch also suggests that we may 
possess yet another royal Ammonite seal, i. e. the unprovenanced seal of "Pado'el" (acquired in Damascus in 
1938), who may be one and the same Pado'el, who is attested as king of Ammon in the Assyrian annals of 
kings Sennacherib and Esarhaddon. It too depicts a winged sphinx (see: WSS 965). Also the palaeography of 
the seal would fit a date in the early 7'h cent. B. C. Whether or not the person referred to on the seal indeed was 
the attested Ammonite monarch, must be left open, as both patronymic and title are lacking. 
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the one on the right, as is also the case with parallel standards seen on provenanced and 

unprovenanced seals (as cited above). 

Despite Younker's attempt to establish a contact between the inverted crescent + disk 

standard (henceforth: IDS) and attested icons associated with lunar deities861, a detailed 

comparison between this symbol and those seen on similarly structured seals, as well as on 

seals with different designs (from Ammon, Syro-Phoenicia and Aram), appears to suggest 

that the standards represent schematized floral staff/scepters or floral stalks instead. 

Although the floral interpretation has been favored by some scholars in the past862, it has 

only recently been studied in more detail by 0. Keel's school of iconographists (most 

recently so by J. Eggler. ), who, independently of the present author, suggest a similar 
863 interpretation, but seem not to be completely decided. 

The following depictions mostly on Egyptianizing/Phoenician-Phoenicianizing seals (from 

Phoenicia, Aram, Israel and Transjordan), seem to corroborate this interpretation: 

a) Horus Child Seated on a Lotus Flower 

In a number of instances we find the youthful Horus child (Harpocrates) seated on IDSs. 

Sometimes the Horus child is represented in his apparently more localized Ammonite form 

with ape like/baboon features. 864 Traditionally, however, the Horus child is seen seated 

86' E. g. an inverted crescent (without disk) can be seen on a statue from LBA Hazor (Stratum 1-a), whereas the 
other lunar icons are those of the regular type (i. e. upward crescent with disk). See: E. Stern, NEAEHL, Vol. 2, 
"Hazor", p. 595; Y. Yadin, "Symbols of Deities at Zinjirli", in J. A. Sandars (ed. ), ibid, pp. 199-231. The most 
applicable icon is that found on Punic stelae from Carthage, which indeed do depict inverted crescents with 
disks. Based on this, Younker suggests an identification of Ammonite Milkom with Phoenician Ba°al- 
Hammon. Regardless of the virtually identical shape of the icon on the Punic monuments, which are slightly 
later in date, the regular lunar crescent (sometimes shown together with disks) atop standards - i. e. the emblem 
of the lunar deity Sin of Harren - is always pointing upward: see e. g. O. Keel, "Das Mondemblem von Harran 
auf Stelen and Siegelamuletten", in: O. Keel, Studien zu den Stempelsiegeln aus Palästina/Israel, Vol. 4, OBO 
135, pp. 135-202 with many Figs. Also see: G. HSlbl, Agyptisches Kulturgut im phdnikischen and punischen 
Sardinien, p. 324, No. 209. This publication was kindly brought to the attention of this author by J. Eggler. 
862 E. g. by N. Avigad, "Short Notes: Gleanings from Unpublished Seals", BASOR 230 (1978), pp. 67-69; idem: 
WSS 860 p. 322; idem in: Avigad et al., West Semitic Seals, No. 126 p. 153; U. Hübner, "Das Ikonographische 
Repertoire der ammonitischen Siegel", p. 147 (with question mark). Also: R. Deutsch and A. Lemaire, BPPS, 
No. 155 p. 162 etc. 
e63 Pers. communication with J. Eggler (Nov. 2004, Jan. 2005). 
86' E. g. Harpocrates (Horus child)/monkey-like figure seated on IDS(s): unprovenanced (before 1945): WSS 
857 (Ammonite - reign of Pado'el); (after 1945): WSS 1121 (Hebrew, Aramaic or Israelite? ). Adon. No. 12 
(Horns child, the central IDS is flanked by two "bent" stalks mounted by the same symbol). BPPS 155 
(Ammonite, seated on plant facing IDS). Harpocrates/monkey-like figure as seated on a floral stalk (lotus tree? ) 
- unprovenanced: (after 1945): WSS 951 (Ammonite, seated on flower). Adon. 23 (Ammonite; Harpocrates 
seated on flower stalk). BPPS 151 (Ammonite - to be published by F. M. Cross). 158 (Ammonite). Similar 
scene: monkeys flanking "lotus - bud" (? ) tree: WSS 871 (acquired: 19th cent. ). 
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in/on a lotus flower (symbolizing cosmic creative and generating power) on partially more 

detailed representations. 865 

b) 4-winged Genies Holding Floral Staffs 

Youthful 4-winged deities/genies866 (sometimes wearing a schematized Egyptian double 

crown), holding IDSs can be found in a number of instances. On parallel scenes, the same 

figure holds flower stalks in his hands. Both IDSs and floral symbols are sometimes 

depicted in a curvy "bent" fashion, as if the engraver sought to make clear that the 

standards/stalks were made of flexible, ductile material (lotus stalks? ). That the carried 

items indeed are of floral nature is further suggested by the fact that the same type of 

winged figures are holding stylized trees, e. g. on bone and ivory carvings from Hazor and 

Samaria. 867 

c) Egyptianizing Male Holding Floral Staff 68 

Another striking motif is that of the Egyptianizing male figure holding IDSs on some seals 
869 and lotus or papyrus scepters/stalks on others. 

Other icons such as scarab beetles seated alternately on IDSs and floral stalks870, nude 

goddesses holding/flanked by IDSs as well as floral scepters871, or birds seated on or next to 

IDSs and floral stalks872, seem all to match this same overall picture. 

86' E. g. 0. Keel & Chr. Uehlinger, Altorientalische Miniaturkunst, pp. 78.83-84, Figs. 101 a. 112.113a-b. Also 
idem, GGG, § 121 pp. 220-223; § 148 pp. 282-284 and Figs. 240-241c. 
866 Keel & Uehlinger, GGG, § 121 - argue that this figure may be the representation of the youthful Baal. 
867 Keel & Uehlinger, idem, § 121, pp. 220-223.4-Winged genies on seals holding "bent" IDSs - see: 

provenanced: WSS 1154 (Nimrud excavations). 1165 (Moabite? - near Tel Dan); unprovenanced (after 1945) - 
WSS 730 (Phoenician). 1147.1149 (also Keel & Uehlinger, idem., Fig. 211b) (Israelite or Aramaic). 1154 
(Aramaic? ). PBBS 144 (Aramaic). 4-Winged Genies holding floral scepters and/or branches e. g. 
unprovenanced (before 1945) WSS 1036. For a comparison of the different motifs on Moabite seals, see: S. 
Timm, "Das ikonographische Repertoire der moabitischen Siegel", in Sass & Uehlinger (eds. ), Studies in the 
Iconography, pp. 170ff. and figs. 3.11-13. Also see: Keel & Uehlinger, GGG, § 121 and Figs. 210.211b-c. 
212a-b. 
868 Also see: E. Gubel, "The iconography of Inscribed Phoenician Glyptic", in: Sass & Uehlinger, p. 124. 
'69 Male figure holding IDS: unprovenanced (before 1945): WSS 1081.1093 (Phoenician or Aramaic). 1103 
(Aramaic or Ammonite). 1122 (Ammonite? - e. g. square ̀ayin). 1167 (now S. Moussaieff Collection - BPPS 
133 - IDS lacks disk). 1173. Egyptianizing male figure holding floral scepter: unprovenanced (before 1945): 
WSS 1041 (Moabite? ). 1089 (Phoenician or Aramaic? ). 1118 (Ammonite? - note the papyrus like scepter and 
the inverted crescent (without disk) shaped stalk on which the bird behind the male figure is seated); (after 
1945): e. g. WSS 741 (Phoenician; this seal is also referred to by R. Younker, who argues that the baboon - 
behind the male figure is seated on an IDS and is crowned by a regular moon crescent + disk. But as the true 
moon symbol is also depicted, this instead seems to contradict his view). 1149 (Ammonite? ). BPPS 1. 
870 Scarab beetle seated on IDS - unprovenanced (before 1945) WSS 1136 (Phoenician? ); (after 1945): Adon. 
No. 14. Scarab beetle seated on floral stalk (lotus tree? ): WSS 1085 (Aramaic? - note that the circle of IDS is 

not round but triangularly shaped as if we have here a mixture of both floral and drilled disc shape design). 
1175 (after 1945?, idem). 

173 



J. Eggler et al. have produced another piece of evidence which clearly seems to tip the 

balance in favour of the floral interpretation of the IDSs. 873 Although they maintain the 

description "crescent/moon disk standardsi874, they refer to a number of IDSs - e. g. found 

on Phoenician and or Phoenicianizing as well as Assyrian seals/seal impressions - which 
literally "grow" flower buds, sometimes at their lower, sometimes at their upper, ends (see 

fig. 77). 875 One may perhaps even go one step further. The depiction of a "branch-growing" 

IDS from Nimrud (late 7th cent. B. C.?, see fig. 77 a. ) in the center of a bulla is flanked by 

two Neo-Assyrian figures (genies) holding a ritual bucket and raising their right hands. 

Above the IDS, the 2-winged sun-disk of Shamash can be seen. This scene is widely 

attested in Neo-Assyrian glyptic and there can be no doubt that the central scene depicted 

here is that of the stylized tree, frequently described as the "life tree" symbol. This 

conclusion is corroborated by the depiction of the sungod above 3 IDSs (clearly bound 

together as papyrus plants) on a seal from Babylon (Merkez) now housed at the Berlin 

Museum (fig. 77 d). 

Horus child 
seated on IDSs 
(after Adon. )87b 

Horus child 
seated on lotus flower 
(WSS 316) 

4-winged genius 
with IDSs (after 
WSS 1154) 

4-winged genius 
with branches (after 
WSS 1036) 

Fig. 75 Examples of IDSs with parallel "floral" motifs. Left: seated Horus child, right: 4-winged genius. 

87' Nude goddess with IDSs - unprovenanced (after 1945): BPPS 153 (Ammonite, nude goddess flanked by six 
IDSs); nude goddess with floral staffs - unprovenanced (before 1945): WSS 791 (Aramaic? ). 
872 Bird with /or atop a IDS - unprovenanced (before 1945): WSS 995 (Ammonite); (after 1945): WSS 992 
(Ammonite). BPPS 183 (Ammonite). Bird with floral stalk: provenanced: MPP V, No. 27.33. 
877 J. Eggler et al., "Seals and Seal Impressions", in : MPP V, No. 5, pp. 238ff.; S. Herbordt, Neuassyrische 
Glyptik des 8. -7. Jh. v. Chr., p. 206, Nimrud 137 and Pl. 28: 1, etc. 
874 Pers. communication with J. Eggler - December 2004. In following R. Younker's hypothesis, Eggler seems 
still to have accepted the lunar crescent and disk as astral icon, but admits that this element deserves more in 
depth investigation. 
875 See Eggler, ibid, p. 238 for several referrences. WSS 741 may belong here, but this present author is not 
certain if the "branch" is intentional or if it is a scratch on the surface of the seal. Nevertheless, similar seals are 
attested, where the "branch" can be clearly seen: WSS 1178. Also note that e. g. WSS 126 (with Horus child 
motif) shows how the branch grows out of the main stalk mounted by a flower. 
876 R. Deutsch & A. Lemaire, The Adoniram Collection of West Semitic Inscriptions, pp. 22ff, and Fig. 12. 
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After WSS 1122 After WSS 741 

Fig. 76 Egyptian male with IDS (left) and floral scepter (right). 

After S. Herbordt, 
Pl. 28: 1877 
(bulla from Nimrud) 

After WSS 115 878 
After Herbordt, PI. 3: 2 
(central scene of cylinder 
seal from Nimrud) 

After L. Jakob-Rost, No. 190879 
(seal from Merkez) 

Fig. 77a. -d. IDSs with side-branch(es) and flower buds (left). Two parallel scenes from Assyria depicting the 
stylized "life tree" in a more detailed fashion (top right), as well as in the form of IDSs (top left). On a seal 
from Merkez/Babylon, three IDSs can be as plants underneath the winged icon of the Sun god. 

The impression therefore seems inescapable that - at least in many cases - the IDS was 

meant to be a "living" floral item (perhaps sometimes a lotus, a papyrus or perhaps a more 

mythical stylized "life tree/branch"), a motif, which has a long and widespread tradition 

within Levantine iconography. 

We may therefore summarize as follows: both the scarab beetle as well as the IDSs on the 
Milkom'ur jar stopper are probably to be be interpreted as Egyptianizing/Phoenicianizing 

motifs. Even though we may not be able at present to define what significance these motifs 

might have had for 7`"-bt' cent. B. C. Ammonites (if any beyond those traditionally assigned 

877 S. Herbordt, ibid. 
878 Although acquired in Bagdad and first published by P. Schrßder in 1914 (ZDPV 37, pp. 172-179), a Hebrew 
(or Aramaic) origin has been suggested for this seal. For more details see WSS 115, p. 86. 
879 L. Jakob-Rost, Die Stempelsiegel im vorderasiatischen Museum Berlin, p. 157: 90 
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to them), the very fact that these icons were found in Iron Age Ammon strengthens the view 

that the Transjordanian kingdom had become part of the cultural and religious melting pot 

of the Pax assyriaca. Naturally this continued in the period following, i. e. during the period 

of Neo-Babylonian rule. 880 

The iconography of the Milkom'ur jar stopper therefore fits the period under discussion, i. e. 
the 7`"-6t' cent. B. C. 

2.4 The Stratigraphy 

a) The Archaeological History - an overview 

The jar stopper with the seal impression of Milkom'ur `bd Ba°alyisha° was uncovered at 

Tall al ̀Umayri (ca. 15km south of Amman in the Madaba plain) in 1984.881 Excavations 

were commenced at the site in 1984 by L. T. Geraty, L. G. Hem and 0. S. LaBianca and 
continue to be conducted (current director of excavation: L. G. Herr, Canadian University 

College). Remains from the Early-Late Bronze Ages, as well as from Iron Age I-II were 

uncovered. 882 The quick publication of the final excavation reports in the lavishly illustrated 

M[adaba] P[lains] P[roject] Series (MPP 1-5; Andrews University - Berrien Springs, MI) is 

a solid contribution to archaeological research of central Jordan. 

The jar stopper was found while archaeologists were sifting the topsoil above the palatial 

structure of administrative building A (Field H, Square 7K30) on the western edge of the 

acropolis (due south of Field A). Its precise stratigraphic association with the late Iron Age- 

early Persian building is therefore not known. Nonetheless, its historical relationship to the 

earliest phase of the building seems to be strengthened by the following considerations: 

1) Apart from remnants of earlier building operations (Iron Age I and early Iron II), both 

the pottery and the discovery of the large palatial building "A" - in Fields H and A 

appears to suggest that the main building activity at this location - especially in Field 

H- is that of the late Iron Age. Moreover, as L. G. Herr has recently summarized in 

terms of the Tell as a whole: "No clear evidence for a settlement in the 8th and 7th 

no On this also see e. g. U. Hubner, "Das ikonographische Repertoire der ammonitischen Siegel", p. 152. 
B81 For the first publication of this find see: L. T. Geraty, "A Preliminary Report on the First Season at Tell el- 
`Umeiri (June 18 to August 8,1984), " AUSS 23: 1 (1985), esp. pp. 98ff. 
882 For a brief summary see: R. W. Younker, "Review of Archaeological Research in Ammon", in: B. 
McDonald and R. W. Younker (eds. ), Ancient Ammon, p. 16. Also see: L. T. Geraty, "°Umeiri, Tell el-", in: 
New Oxford Enc. Vol. 5, pp. 273-274. 
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centuries has been found. This would thus seem to be another hiatus following the 

brief stutter of activity in I [integrated] P[eriod] 10[= early Iron II]. i883 

2) During the excavation seasons 1984-2000 more than 80 seals and bullae884 have come 

to light, several of which were also found in the topsoil of the palatial structure or 

near to it, just like the Ba`alyishac jar stopper. 885 In many cases both the script and 
iconographic features support a late Iron Age date (ca. 600 B. C. ), so that it may be 

surmised that an archive of some kind was located here, perhaps, as has been 

suggested, on the second floor of the building. This would explain why so many seals 

and seal impressions were found near the surface. 886 The overwhelming presence of 

so many epigraphic and nonepigraphic stamp seals and seal impressions in one 
location certainly supports the view that the building had served as an important 

administrative centre at the end of the Iron Age. 

3) The late Iron Age - Persian period pottery found in the palatial structure, suggests 

that the building was in use from about the early 6`h - 5°i cent. B. C. (for some 

examples see below). 

4) A terminus post quem for the building has been based by the excavators on the 

discovery of an ostracon in cursive late Iron Age Ammonite scri pt. 887 This was found 

in a construction pit of one of the domestic rooms to the North of the palatial building 

in Field B (Sq. 7K80, Locus 50), and which is therefore earlier in date. 888 T. Sandars 

has proposed a date about the middle of th 6th cent. B. C. for the script on the ostracon, 

which - if correct - would necessitate an even lower date for the construction of the 
building. L. G. Herr, however, has on several occasions emphasized that such a low 

date cannot be accepted and that slightly higher dates for the construction of the late 

Iron Age palatial building are in order: i. e. no later than 560 and possibly no earlier 
than 580 B. C. 889 A date not much earlier than 580 for the ostracon (which appears to 

precede the foundation of the palatial structure) is suggested. 89° 

887 Besides small quantities of Early and Middle Bronze sherds, pottery reading of this square yielded that some 
5% of the pottery dates to Iron Age I, some 23% to Iron Age IIA-B and some 56% to the Iron Age IIC - see J. 
Eggler et al., MPP V, p. 240. For a recent overview see L. G. Herr, "Excavation and Cumulative Results", MPP 
V. pp. 8-22 and Fig. 2.3 (esp. p. 17). 
884 Not all of these belong, however, to the late Iron Age and subsequent Persian period. Some also belong to 
earlier periods, such as to Iron Age I. 
885 These were published by J. Eggler et al., "Seals and Seal Impressions", MPP V, pp. 234-304. Also see in the 
same volume L. G. Herr, "Excavation and Cumulative Results", p. 18. 
886 E. g. Eggler et al., MPP V, Nos. 13.22.28-29.32-33.36.42.51 etc. 
887 T. K. Sandars, "An Ammonite Ostracon from Tall al-limayri", MPP III, pp. 331-336. 
888 According to Herr the pits were dug by the initial late Iron Age settlers, who were responsible for the 
construction of the administrative buildings, see e. g. L. G. Herr, "Excavation and Cumulative Results", p. 17. A 
wall belonging to the house attached to the subsequent palatial structures "crossed over the pit, sealing it and its 
contents. " Also: T. K. Sandars, "An Ammonite Ostracon", p. 331. 
889 L. G. Herr for instance argues in an editorial note to T. Sandar's article that, though "we should bring it [the 
beginning of the late Iron II settlement] as late as possible [i. e. contrary to previous suggestions, that ̀ Umayri 
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5) Impressed jar handles with square aniconic Aramaic seal impressions were found in 

Fields A and F (the latter is situated on the SE edge of the acropolis) and are 

attributed to the early Persian period at Tall al-CUmayri. S91 They name two men 

(apparently officials) - i. e. Shuba'892 and ̀ Aya'893 in association with the geographic 

name "Ammon. " It is suggested that the inscribed jar handles are the Ammonite 

versions of the known Yehud jar handle impressions from Judah, which in turn name 
Judaean officials in the service of the Achaemenid state. 894 As the script of the 

"Persian" seal impresssions from Tall al-' Umayri seems to support a late 6m-early 5th 

century B. C. date, the buildings to which they appear to belong would seem to have 

been in use at at least until the 5th cent. B. C. This is supported by the discovery of 
Greek Attic ware as well as other Persian period pottery at the site, which seems to 

suggest that the late Iron Age/Persian period site lasted at least until 400 B. C. 895 

As has been briefly suggested above (and as will be discussed in more detail below), the jar 

stopper of Milkom'ur refers to an Ammonite king by the name of Ba°alyisha`, who in all 

probability can be equated with the biblical king Bacalis from Ammon at the time of the 

assassination of the Judaean governor Gedaliah in 586 or 582 B. C. (Jer. 40: 14). If, as the 

excavators have suggested, the palatial structure at Tall al cUmayri was built no earlier than 

580 B. C., the jar stopper must belong to a stratigraphical context which postdates the 

invasion of Ammon by the Babylonians. According to Flavius Josephus, this took place in 

the 23rd year of Nebuchadnezzar, i. e. 582/1 B. C. 896 L. G. Herr suggests that Bacalis was 

reinstalled by Nebuchadnezzar as a vassal ruler to oversee a state sponsored network of 

plantations, the wine of which was shipped as tribute to Babylon. 897 Survey work done in 

the region of both Tall al %Umayri and Heshbon has indeed revealed several farmsteads and 

may have been founded during the 7t° cent. B. C. ]", "Other earlier inscriptions (such as the Baalis seal 
impression from the early sixth century), though unstratified, do not allow us to bring that date too low, 
however. " See: L. G. Herr on p. 335 of T. Sandars, "An Ammonite Ostracon". Also L. G. Herr, "Excavation 
and Cumulative Results", p. 17 (read 580-560 instead of typo 680-660). 
890 Also L. G. Herr, "The Ammonites in the Late Iron Age and Persian Period", p. 230. 
89' The script is clearly Aramaic - e. g. the writing of shin is made of three strokes "with the center stroke 
slanting upward to the right" and is unaccounted for in Ammonite inscriptions. Bet and ayin are widely open- 
headed. The writing of mem (with "middle vertical stroke") not only is unaccounted for in Ammonite scripts, 
but is typical of the second half of the 6t° - early 5t" cent. B. C. For a full discussion see: L. G. Herr, "Epigraphic 
Finds from Tall al-`Umayri during the 1989 Season", MPP III, pp. 325-327; idem, "The Inscribed Seals", MPP 
V, pp. 231-233. Also idem, "The Ammonites in the Late Iron Age and Persian Period", pp. 233ff. 
892 Eggler et al, MPP V, No. 36.42 (impressed by different seals) - the palaeographic date is believed to point 
to the early Persian period - late 6th cent. B. C. 
893 Eggler et al, MPP V, No. 23. 
894 For a discussion: e. g. L. G. Herr, "The Ammonites in the Late Iron Age and Persian Period", pp. 233ff. 
895 See: L. G. Herr, "7he Late Iron II-Persian Ceramic Horizon at Tall al-`Umayri", SHAJ V (1995), pp. 617-20. 
896 Antiquities 10.9: 7. 
897 E. g. L. G. Herr, "Wine Production in the Hills of Southern Ammon and the Founding of Tall al-`Umayri in 
the Sixth Century B. C. ", ADAJ XXXIX (1995), pp. 121-125. Also: idem, "The Ammonites in the Late Iron 
Age and Persian Period", pp. 231ff. 
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small villages in the region, many of which contain wine presses and agricultural 
installations. All these it seems date to the end of the Iron Age and hence are contemporary 

with the late Iron Age administrative complexes at cUmayri. 898 The latter site may well have 

functioned as the principal administrative centre of this agricultural network. 899 It seems 
likely, in view of the above-mentioned Persian-period impressed jar handles and pottery 
forms, that the existing infrastructure was maintained even after the demise of Babylon, 

when the Achaemenid authorities continued to exploit the region. 

The date of the initial phase of the palatial structure has, however, recently been questioned 

by 0. Lipschits 900 Lipschits argues that, as late Iron Age pottery from the late 7th -early 6th 

cent. B. C. cannot be easily distinguished from that of the 6th -5th cent. B. C. in the territory 

of Transjordan, the initial phase of the building may date back somewhat earlier, i. e. to 

either the mid-70i cent. B. C. (when the site would have served similar purposes during the 

period of Assyrian rule) or to the late 7th cent. B. C. (when, in 604 B. C., Ammon - along 

with other neighboring kingdoms - was forced to pay tribute to Nebuchadnezzar and 

recognize Babylon as the supreme power in the Southern Levant) 901 

Referring to earlier criticisms made by J. Naveh concerning L. G. Herr's very tight 

palaeographic differentiation between late 7d' and early 6t' cent. B. C. Ammonite scripts, 

Lipschits doubts that the ostracon found in the construction pit of the domestic complex can 

be so precisely dated to the period 580-560 B. C. 902 

998 Not only the late Iron Age pottery found at these sites is of the same date, but also the discovery of a typical 
inscribed Neo-Babylonian seal (with worshipper standing in front of the two-part divine standard of Nabu) 
confirms the 6`" cent. date of at least one of these sites (i. e. survey site No. 84 - ca. 3 kms south of cUmayri). 
E. g. L. G. Herr, "Wine Production in the Hills of Southern Ammon", p. 123. Eggler et al., MPP V, No. 49. 
Also : Herr, "Excavation and Cumulative results", p. 18. 
899 E. g. L. G. Herr, "Wine Production in the Hills of Southern Ammon", p. 124. 
900 O. Lipschits, "Ammon in Transition from Vassal Kingdom to Babylonian Province", BASOR 335 (2004), 
pp. 35-50. In support of L. G. Herr's proposal, that ̀ Umayri may have served as the headquarters of a state 
sponsored network of plantations aimed to raise tribute for the Babylonian government, Lipschits has noted a 
number of interesting parallels with the situation in Judah, which commenced during the governorship of 
Gedaliah. As is suggested by a number of historical considerations, both Judahite Jerusalem and Ammonite 
Rabbath-Ammon were razed (i. e. in 586 and apparently in 582/1 B. C. respectively), while in the aftermath, 
new capitals were established elsewhere not far from the previous headquarters (i. e. at Mizpah/Tel el-Nasbeh 
and at cUmayri). Both centres served to oversee a network of plantations as the Babylonian government wished 
to maintain "the rural settlements in those areas to obtain wine, olive oil, grain, and other agriculture products, 
as well as to gain stability in the region. " In both cases wine seems to have been produced as tribute for the 
Babylonian state (cf. Jer. 40: 10). In both Judah and Ammon, the local Iron Age pottery tradition was 
maintained from the late 76 through the middle of the 5th cent. B. C., which suggests that local people stayed 
behind in the rural areas. 
901 According to the Babylonian Chronicle Nebuchadnezzar "marched about victoriously ... All the kings of 
Hatti-Land [=Syro-Palestine] came before him and he received their vast tribute" - see: e. g. D. J. Wiseman, 
Chronicles of the Chaldean Kings, pp. 68-69. Only Ashkelon withstood Nebuchadnezzar's demand to 
recognize his overlordship and was subsequently reduced. Also see O. Lipschits, ibid, p. 37. 
902 O. Lipschits, ibid, p. 37. Note however, that F. M. Cross also suggests a rather tight chronology of the 
ostraca from Heshbon, see his: Leaves from an Epigrapher's Notebook, pp. 70ff. 
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This author would add that Lipschits' suggestion, that the initial phase of Tall al--°Umayri 

may be dated to the late 7t' cent. B. C., may perhaps be further supported by the discovery of 

some seals from Tall al-°Umayri whose palaeography at face value seems to suggest a 

slightly earlier 7th cent. B. C. date, as they lack the distinctive palaeographic traits of late 

Ammonite, late 7`h-early 6t' cent. B. C. scri pts 903 

Naturally more study needs to be done on the initial date of the palatial building. Also more 

study needs to be done on the script of the ostracon from the construction fill of the 
domestic building, which Sandars feels points to a date later than 580 B. C. At any rate, it 

will be interesting to see how L. G. Herr will reply to Lipschits' recent proposal. (Lipschits 

has indicated to this author that Herr's response is expected to be imminently 

forthcoming. ) 

Whether or not the palatial structure at Tall al-cUmayri was build prior to or only after the 

Babylonian takeover, and whether or not the Ammonite kingdom ceased at that point, will 

evidently remain subjects for further research. What seems obvious, however, is that the 

Milkom'ur jar stopper, though unstratified, belongs in all probability to the early 61h cent. 

late Iron Age palatial structure in Field H. Its historical significance for dating the initial 

phase of the late Iron Age at °Umayri seems undisputed. 

In summary therefore: as the jar stopper of Milkom'ur was found in the topsoil of the 

palatial structure, its exact relationship to the history of the building cannot be established 
beyond doubt. Nevertheless, the date of the ostracon (ca. 580-560 B. C. ) found in the pit 
predating the construction of the palatial building (see above; unless the palaeographic date 

needs revision), requires that the seal impression (if it refers to the Biblical king Ba°alis - as 
seems probable) must relate historically to the earliest phase of the late Iron Age II building 

(= Tall al ̀Umayri "Integrated Phase 6" - followed by the Persian period "Integrated Phase 
5" = second half of the 6"' cent. B. C. ). As no 8th 7t' cent. B. C. occupation has been found, 

the jar stopper does seem to belong here. The discovery of so many seals and seal 

903 E. g. Eggler et al., MPP V No. 51 (also Field H) of 'In bn brk'1 which even according to L. G. Herr is of a 7t° 
cent. B. C. date. Herr, however, feels that this creates no problem for a post-580 B. C. date for late Iron Age Tall 
al= Umayri. Although he is undoubtedly right that "seals could be used or curated for lengthy periods of time", 
the fact that a number of "earlier" seals have been unearthed at the site, does not necessarily support his bold 
dismissal, arguing that the "palaeographic date of our seal to the seventh century B. C. does not constitute a 
problem. " Naturally they may not, but it must at least be admitted that they may also point to a slightly earlier 
7' cent. date for the initial phase of the late Iron Age buildings. See: L. G. Herr, "The Inscribed Seals", MPP V, 
p. 230. Another seal that seems to belong to this category is that of 'I 'ms bn rmk'1: Eggler et al., No. 33 (from 
Field A) - see also L. G. Herr, "Epigraphic Finds from Tall al-°Umayri during the 1989 Season", p. 324. 
90' Pers. communication with 0. Lipschits, July 2004. 
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impressions at the same site also seems to suggest that it indeed belongs to the palatial 

structure and that the building had some connection with the Ammonite royal court. 

b) The Pottery Evidence -a brief outline 

As the jar stopper was not retrieved from a stratified deposit, but was found in the topsoil 

above the palatial structure in Field H, no pottery can be listed that was found in association 

with it in its original primary context. It will suffice to list briefly three types of vessels that 

were found in the building and whose significance is of more general nature, i. e. as a point 

of comparison with contemporary sites dealt with in this thesis. 9°5 

i. A local late Iron Age Water Decanter 

A typical late Iron age water decanter known from both Cis- and Transjordan sites was 
found - though unstratified - in association with the palatial building in Field B (for a list of 

parallels see: e. g. ch. 1: 1.2.4 b) ii). 906 

ii. A locally imitated "Assyrian Carrot Shaped Bottle" 

A carrot shaped bottle - known in great quantities from the Amman tombs as well as from 

other sites both in Cis- and Transjordan (for a list of examples see above: ch. 2 1.4 ii. 3), 

was uncovered 907 The nonpainted bottle of the so-called late type (described above) is a 
local imitation of the earlier more distinctive "Assyrian type. " It was found in the debris 

between the last Iron Age II level (Integrated Phase 8) and the Persian period level 

(Integrated Phase 7) of room C7 at the western edge of the doorway between rooms C6 and 
C7 of the southernmost building of the administrative complex in Field A. 908 The peaceful 
transition is tentatively dated no earlier than the late 6th or early 5th cent. B. C, and this seems 
also to be corroborated by the discovery of a Greek Attic sherd in a fill separating both 
integrated phases. 909 

iii. Flaring and Straight Rim Beakers with Loop Handle 

A number of flaring and straight rim beakers have been found in the areas of the 
administrative building complex. These beakers not only are known from the Amman 

905 Also L. G. Herr, "The Pottery", MPP IV, p. 199: "comprises typical forms of what must now be dated to the 
6th and 5" centuries in the region of Amman. " For a terminus ad quem date into the 6`h cent. B. C. also for the 
Adoni-Nur tombs, see above: ch. 2 1.4 c). 
906 E. g. MPP V, p. 116, Fig. 4.52 (Field B- unstratified). 
907 MPP II, p. 34, Fig. 3.15: 1. 
908 

MPP 11, p. 44. 
909 For the Attic sherd see e. g. L. G. Herr, "Excavation and Cumulative Results", MPP V, p. 18. 
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region, but are also widely attested at the more southern late Iron Age Edomite sites 910 For 

a detailed list and description of this type - see ch. 4 ii b) i. 

2.5 A Possible Identification 

a) The Title 

For the honorific title `bd in Ammon, see above ch. 2: 1.5 a; in Judah, see ch. 1: 1.1.5 a; in 

Edom, see ch. 4 (Excursus II). 

b) The Person 

No royal official with the name of Milkom'ur ("[DN]Milkom is a Light/Lamp") is 

otherwise attested. Milkom'ur's royal master, Ba°alyisha° (> * ba`alyit f, "Basal saves", 
"Ba`al is salvationi91), however, has been identified by most scholars with the biblical king 

Ba'alis known from Jer. 40: 14, who supported the assassination of Gedaliah, the Judahite 

Governor, by Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, whom we are told was of royal descent. The 

biblical form C't VZ, as distinct from the Ammonite rendering ym'ýy=, may reflect the 

Judahite pronounciation of the original Ammonite royal name, i. e. the way Cisjordanian 

Hebrew speakers heard the name pronounced. 12 Seemingly, the Septuagint has preserved 
the final "a" of the original Ammonite final `ayin (i. e. BE%. Loa - LXX Jer. 47: 14)913 As the 
Greek Vorlage of Jeremiah is believed to be relatively trustworthy, it is at least justified to 

accept the Greek as a valid rendering of a possibly older version of the name, nearer the 
914 Ammonite personal name Ba`alyisha` 

910 MPP II, p. 51, Fig. 3.24: 3 (Field A- unstratified); MPP IV, p. 92 Fig. 4.36: 5 (Field B- Western Defences) 
- lacks loop handle?; MPP V, p. 134, Fig. 5.21: 3 (Field H- unstratified). 
91 L. G. Herr, "The Inscribed Seal Impression", MPP I, p. 370, and subsequent literature. The name may be 
compared also to Eliyasha`, a name frequently attested on Ammonite seals from the Iron Age. Although the 
rendering Ba`alyasha` is also considered possible, we accept the suggestion that the medial yod is understood as 
a mater. See: B. Becking, "Baalis, the King of the Ammonites: An Epigraphical Note on Jeremiah 40: 14", 
Journal of Semitic Studies 38 (1993), pp. 15-24. Also: R. S. Hendel, "Sibilants and libb6let (Judges 12: 6)", 
BASOR 301 (1996), p. 73 n. 12. 
912 See R. S. Hendel, ibid: "The phonetic condition that we infer is that the Transjordanian pronunciation of 
in (including Ammon and Gilead) was heard by Cisjordanian Hebrew speakers as approximately their 

pronounciation of samek. This is why Gileadite libb6let is repeated by the Ephraimites as sibb6let: they simply 
repeated the word as they heard it. " p. 71. 
9' Cf. L. G. Herr, "The Servant of Baalis", BA 48 (1985), pp. 170.172. Also idem "The Inscribed Seal 
Impression", p. 373. B. Becking, "Inscribed Seals as Evidence for Biblical Israel", Jeremiah 40.7-41.15 par 
Exemple, " in L. L. Grabbe (ed. ), Can a 'History of Israel' Be Written?, p. 82; P. G. van der Veen, "Beschriftete 
Siegel als Beweis ßlr das biblische Israel", p. 256. 
914 B. Becking, "Baalis, the King of the Ammonites", p. 22; R. S. Hendel, ibid, p. 71. For the trustworthiness of 
the Greek text of Jeremiah see: E. Tov, "The Literary History of the Book of Jeremiah in the Light of its 
Textual History", in: J. H. Tigay (ed. ), Empirical Models for Biblical Criticism, pp. 211-237, and Fig. 1. 
Although U. Hübner also accepts that the names are dialectual variants, he expresses some reservation. He 
reads the Hebrew version "Ba'alys" as hypocoristicon and suggests a link with the Ugaritic PN B`ls. Although 
the latter lacks the mater -y-, Hübner postulates that the samek in Hebrew may well be original (i. e. it did not 
derive from t), and hence "... die behauptete Identität der PN [ist] nicht gesichert. " See: U. Hübner, The 
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Although one could theoretically argue that the Ba°alyishac referred to on the jar stopper 

was another, earlier king of that name, and hence was unrelated to the biblical monarch 
Ba`alis, this does not seem to fit the available evidence. Both the palaeographic analysis of 
the letters, as well as our current knowledge of the virtually established chronology of the 

Ammonite kings for the 7th cent. B. C. (see above), render such a suggestion unlikely. 9i5 As 

we have shown above, the palaeography of the jar stopper suggests a date near 600 B. C. It 

also seems unlikely (even if this is not completely impossible), that two sequential rulers of 

the same name succeeded each other after Amminadab II, i. e. within the short period of ca. 
600-582 B. C. As the Ammonite monarchy presumably ended in 582 B. C. (see above), it 

would appear extremely likely therefore that "Milkom'ur's Bacalyishac" is one and the same 

as king Bacalis known from the Book of Jeremiah, who ascended the Ammonite throne no 
later than 586-582 B. C. (this period is contemporary with Gedaliah's tenure at Mizpah and 
Nebuchadnezzar's conquest of Ammon). 916 

i. An Unprovenanced Royal Ammonite Seal 

R. Deutsch has published an unprovenanced royal seal, which also seems to belong to the 

same king Ba'alyishac (fig. 78). i7 Although the inscription has not been completely 

preserved (the last line is almost completely missing), close examination of a plasticine 
impression supplied to this author by Deutsch, as well as of photographic enlargements 

made by a powerful microscope, suggest that the following reading proposed by R. Deutsch 

is justified: 1[MVJJ 150 [SJ]m't7STý[ý7], "[belonging to] Bacalyish[a`], King of the S[ons 

of Ammo]n. i918 

Ammonites, p. 203 n. 200. Nevertheless, based on the fact that the names are so similar and that the two attested 
kings must have lived at approximately the same time, Hübner's overall conclusion "machen der ungefähr 
gleiche Zeitraum and die NamensidentitAt die Identität auch der Personen wahrscheinlich" does not alter in any 
way the proposal discussed here. 
9's Also on this see e. g. U. Hübner, The Ammonites, p. 203. 
916 Also. L. G. Herr, "The Ammonites in the Late Iron Age and Persian Period", p. 230. 
917 R. Deutsch, "Seal of Baalis Surfaces", BAR 25: 2 (1999), pp. 46-49.66; idem, "An Ammonite Royal Seat", 
in: R. Deutsch & M. Heltzer, Epigraphic News, pp. 53-57. 
918 B. Becking has recently also studied the seal, and regardless of the question whether or not the seal is 
genuine, he criticizes Deutsch's emendation of the final phrase in the lower register as follows: "On the photo 
of the seal ... only a scratch that might be interpreted as the upper end of an Ammonite nün is visible. At the 
place where Deutsch reads the remains of a Beth, the surface of the seal is worn off. ... In sum it would be more 
cautious to read [x x x]// 1ý0 // [? S1]IG't73ý[ý], '[Belonging to] Ba`alish[a(? )] // king // [of 

...... 
]'. " (emphasis 

added). See: B. Becking, "The Seal of Baalisha, King of the Ammonites - Some Remarks", BN 97 (1999), pp. 
13-17, esp. p. 14. But is Becking's critique justified? Becking's analysis is merely based on the photograph, 
which apparently was published on the front cover of BAR 25: 2 (1999). Contrary to this, R. Deutsch has 
studied the seal at close scrutiny. He has also provided this author a) with high resolution enlargements as well 
as b) with a plasticine impression of the original seal. Having studied these aids, we can confirm that Deutsch's 
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Fig. 78 Seal of Ba`alyisha`, m/k ? b[n `m]n? (Photo courtesy of R. Deutsch). 

Granted that the royal seal is genuine (and this author is not aware of any arguments to the 

contrary), the following points indeed seem to support the equation of its seal owner 

Ba`alyisha` with biblical Bacalis: 

1. The Palaeography 

bet and `ayin are open headed as in late 7`h-early 6ý' cent. B. C. inscriptions (for a detailed 

description of these diagnostic traits see above). bet no longer possesses the sharply curved 

horizontal base (as in late 8t'-mid 70' cent. B. C. inscriptions), but is smoothly rounded as in 

late 7`h - early 6th cent. B. C. inscriptions (e. g. on the abecedary seal from Tall al-°Umayri or 

on the Tell Siran bottle - see Table 29 above). lamed has a down sloping horizontal base, as 

is again a common feature in late 7th cent. B. C. inscriptions. 

2. The Chronology 

As we have pointed out above, it would be unlikely that two kings of this name succeeded 

each other within the short period following the reign of Amminadab 11 (ca. 620-600 B. C. ) 

until the presumed annexation of the kingdom in 582/1 B. C. 

proposed reading is indeed plausible. What Becking interprets as a mere "scratch" (in the left hand corner - 
below) is undoubtedly the remainder of a letter, which appears to be the top part of an Ammonite nun. Becking 
is of course right, however, that the surface of the seal is "worn off. " Nevertheless, close study of the right hand 
part of the lower register reveals the upper part of an open headed Ammonite bet. Even if we cannot be 
completely certain of Deutsch's emendation (too much of the inscription in the lower register is missing), there 
is good reason to support his reconstruction as valid. 
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Chapter 3 

Provenanced Seals and Bullae from Edom (Transjordan) 

In this chapter the author will examine an apparent royal bulla found at the Edomite site of Umm el- 
Biyara by C. -M. Bennett in 1965. The name of the ruler as well as that of the territory over which he 

ruled is only fragmentarily preserved. Nonetheless, many scholars have identified the monarch with a 
certain king Qausgabr named in the annals of the Assyrian kings Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal 
during the first half of the 7t' cent. B. C. Consequently the one period site of Umm el-Biyara has been 
dated accordingly by some. The bulls has also served as anchor point for dating other late Iron Age 
Edomite sites. But is the reading of the name on the seal impression really justified? And if so, how 

sure can we be that the same monarch mentioned in the Assyrian annals is referred to here? The 

author will look at these questions afresh by restudying the inscription, its find spot and associated 
finds. What do the bulla and its associated finds tell us about the date and lifespan of Umm el- 
Biyara 's occupation? As the object is undoubtedly of great importance for dating the terminal phase 
of Iron Age 11 in Southern Jordan, these aspects will be studied here in depth. Subsequently - in 
Excursus II - the author wishes to look at other seals and bullae from Tall al-Khalayfi (formerly: Tell 

el-Kheleifeh) and Busayra (formerly: Buseirah), whose significance is not of the same level of 
importance because their primary context is not well established and their relevance to the late 

monarchic period in Edom is not certain. In Excursus III he will look briefly at the relevance of 
Edomite unpainted and painted vessels when found outside of Edom proper, at Cisjordanian sites. 

1. Qausga[br] mlk 'd[mJ 

Photo/Drawing: 

L r- 

Fig. 79. Bulla and line-drawing of Qausgabr bulla - Courtesy of K. Baxter & P. Bienkowski 
(Umm el-Biyara publication team) 

Inscription: 
Fig. 80 Ancient Edomite Script: 

41119t 
�if 

Square Hebrew Script: [G](i)ft 'j'r] . 
['1G]aD1Pt7 

Transliteration : lgwsg[br] . mlk -(d)[m] 
Translation: Belonging to Qausga[br] 

. 
King of E(d)[om] 

Palaeographic Traits: 
Due to the fact that the bulla was not carefully impressed, letters are missing from both registers. In 
the top row bet and resh are lacking. In the bottom row only the mem is missing, while the top part 
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of the Edomite dales can be seen. The reading melek 'edom is virtually certain. The reading 
Qausgabr in the top row (not entirely preserved) seems probable. The reading of gimel is certain 
and hence the reading Qausgabr may be accepted. 
Icon. Details: 
A winged sphinx is facing to the right. This symbol is reminiscent of other Ammonite royal and 
non-royal seals and bullae: e. g. the Ba`alis Seal (ch. 2: 2.5 i); WSS 965 "Pado'el" etc. The sphinx 
serves as field divider of the inscribed 2 registers above and below. The written text is each time 
separated from the sphinx by a single line. 
Object: Bulla 15x13 mm, bezel groove (C. -M. Bennett's 1.9x1.6cm measures the 
entire bulla). The rear does not show imprints of papyrus fibres and may have been attached to a 
leather document or bat. 
Proposed Date: mid-7 cent. B. C. 
Str. Details: Umm el-Biyara 1965 - burned layer of room - Locus A. XLI. Associated 
pottery is characteristic of late Iron Age Edomite and Ammonite sites. 
Origin: Umm el-Biyara 
Pres. Location: Supposedly British School of Archaeology/Kenyon Institute; but see below. 
Prop. Identity: Qausgabr, king of Edom (contemp. of Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal ANET 291.294). 
Parallels of Office: Hezekiah, mlk Yehudah; Bacalyishac mlk bney ̀ Ammon etc. 
Lit. C. -M. Bennett, "Fouilles d'Umm el-Biyara", objets divers, no. 5, RB 73 (1966), pp. 399-401; 
WSS 1049; Lemaire, "Criteres non-iconographiques", p. 8 and Fig. 6; J. R. Bartlett, Edom and the 
Edomites, p. 213; Bienkowski, "The Date of Sedentary Occupation", p. 99.101; R. Deutsch, 
"Seal of Baalis Surfaces" BAR 25: 2 (1999), p. 48f. etc. 

1.2 The Palaeography 

a) Deciphering the Inscription 

Despite information provided by P. Bienkowski (Umm el-Biyara publication team) that the 
Qausgabr bulla is currently housed at the Kenyon Institute in Jerusalem (formerly the British 

School of Archaeology), this author was unfortunately unable to locate the object during his 

visit to the Institute in early August 2004. It was no longer found in the boxes containing the 
small objects from the Umm el-Biyara excavations, where, according to Bienkowski, it had 

been kept as recently as the year 2000. A thorough search for the bulla during this author's 

stay at the Institute proved unsuccessful. 919 Nonetheless a mould of the bulla was kindly lent 

to him for investigation. Subsequently several casts were produced by dental laboratory 

technician Mr. K. Meier. The casts proved to be so succesful that they allowed a thorough re- 
examination of the bulla, the conclusions of which, we hope, will permit a reliable 
reconstruction of both the fragmentary inscription and the iconography. 

Based on microscopic study of the casts (using different kinds of lighting) and the best 

available photographs (also showing the impression from different angles and with different 
lightingm), the author suggests the following reconstruction of the fragmentary inscription 

and iconography of this crucial seal impression: 

919 Mr. J. Harte of the Kenyon Institute kindly assisted this author in his attempts to retrace the bulla, but all 
searches proved unsuccessful. 
920 The best of which were kindly provided by Mrs. K. Baxter and P. Bienkowski of the Umm el-Biyara 
publication team. 
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The layout of the inscription + sphinx is divided into 3 registers, which have been carved 

lengthwise into the original seal. The text is contained within the first (lgwsg[br]) and third 

registers (mlk '[dm]), while the sphinx figure is depicted in the central second register (for a 

discusson of the iconographic features see below: 1.3 a-e). The first four letters of the first 

register - lamed, qop, waw, samek, and gimel - as well as the first four letters of the third 

register - mem, lamed, kap, and aleph - have been previously recognized by other 

scholars. 921 Due to the fact that the bulla is only partly impressed, so that only the left side of 

the bezel ring, which contained the original seal, is visible (i. e. the right side of the bulla 

impression), neither the inscription nor the tail of the sphinx was previously believed to be 

complete. Our fresh study of the impression, however, has shown that only the inscription 

and not the tail is fragmentarily preserved. 

As for the most complete second or lower register, the author was able to confirm the 

reading of all letters so far recognized (i. e. mlk ). He is convinced, however, that the reading 

of at least one more letter (i. e. following aleph), namely Edomite dalet (for the discussion of 

the Edomite dales see below), is warranted. 

Fig. 81 Edomite dalet shown in the lower register succeeding aleph. 

The previously suggested reading mlk '[dm] can therefore be emended to mlk 'd[m], making 

the identification with Edom almost certain. Although A. Lemaire has also independently 

suggested the reading of dalet, his reconstruction was merely based on available 

photographs. 22 Hence, the reading of dalet can now be ascertained by the examination of the 

casts of the bulla itself. 

The recent proposal concerning the restoration of the lower register by D. S. Vanderhooft, 

that "it could just as well be a proper name such as mlk'I, Malki'el", must therefore be 

rejected. 23 

92' E. g. C: M. Bennett, "Fouilles d'Umm el-Biyara", RB 73 (1966), pp. 399-401; L. G. Herr, The Scripts of 
Ancient Northwest Semitic Seals, p. 162 and fig. 78: 1; J. Naveh, Early History of the Alphabet, p. 102; J. 
Bartlet, Edom and the Edomiles, p. 213; WSS 1049. 
922 A. Lemaire, "Criteres non-6pigraphiques de la classification des sceaux", in : B. Sass & Chr. Uehlinger (eds. ), 
Studies in the Iconography, p. 5. Also pers. communication with Lemaire - July 2003. 
923 E. g. D. S. Vanderhooft, "The Edomite Dialect and Script: A Review of the Evidence", p. 151 
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Moreover, traces of another apparently bulky letter following dalet became visible within 

this part of the bottom register when it was studied under special lighting. What can be seen 

are quite possibly the remains of a large-headed Edomite mem (also see below): 

Fig. 82 Traces of a potential Edomite mem at the end of the lower register (left) and the place where these traces 
are to be seen in the lower register of the bulla on the photograph (right). 

If justified, the suggested reading mlk 'dm may now be considered to be virtually certain. 

As for the first register, very faint traces of one more letter at the left edge of the bulla - i. e. 
following gimel (which can be seen in its entirety) - are visible also (again when seen under 

special lighting). There seems to be a vertical stroke, whose upper end tips slightly 
backward. At the bottom of the line, there appears to be a left turn, which is clearly separated 
from the first field divider. Due to the many irregularities (e. g. cracks) in the clay at this 

point, however, its exact contours can no longer be determined with any degree of certainty. 
It is possible to emend these traces to an Edomite bet, but other letters such as mem and nun 

are also possible. 924 For easy comparison, these letters are shown here, together with the 

traces of the letter just mentioned: 

j. 9.95 
Fig. 83 (left) Faint traces of the letter seen on the left edge succeeding gimel + its possible emendations nun, 
mem and bet; (right) place at the end of the first register of the bulls, where the traces can still be seen under 
special lighting. 

Due to the poor state of preservation of this very faint letter, the choice of bet may seem 

arbitrary 925, but in the light of the standard interpretation of the first line, this reconstruction 

" kap is not entirely impossible, but its bottom curve usually slides downward, which also seems to be the case 
with the kap seen in the lower register of the bulla. For parallels of these letters see e. g. WSS 1048 (with both bet 
and mem) of a certain Qausgabr [..... )m (found at Merkez/Babylon), 1050 (bet, kap and mem) of mlklb`, cbd mlk, 
found at Busayra - also: Excursus 11 - below), 1051 (bet, kap, mem, nun) of Qaus`anal, cbd hmlk, found at Tall 
al-Khalayfi, or else see unprovenanced WSS 1053 (kap, mem, nun) of Menahet, wife of Gadmelek. 
925 Except that the reading qwsgbr makes good sense, its connotation is comprehensible and a king with that 
name is indeed attested in the Assyrian annals (see below: 1.5). 
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seems to be well within the bounds of probability. Not only is the name Qausgabr attested in 

the Edomite onomasticon, a king of that name is known from the Asssyrian annals of 

Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal (677/6-667 B. C. ) - see below: 1.5. The fact that the 

emendation qwsgbr produces a meaningful personal name, therefore, seems to the tip the 

balance in favour of the traditional interpretation. 926 

b) The Palaeographic Traits 

Palaeographically, several letters of the inscription - i. e. lamed (in Ist and 3`d registers), 

samek and gimel (1st register), kap and aleph (3"d register) are nondiagnostic and allow for a 

wider date range within the 8`h-6d' centuries B. C. Notably, the same conservative, even 

"archaic" looking letters, are still used in datable 6th cent. B. C. Edomite inscriptions and 

hence cannot serve as chronological pegs for dating the present bulla to a more restricted 

time frame. Clearly diagnostic "Edomite" letters are the arrow shaped qop (lst register), the 

inverted h- shaped waw927 (1s` register), the large headed mem (3`d register - also attested in 

Moabite scripts928) and the inverted dalet, visible at the end of the third register. 92' qop and 
dalet will be singled out here for special emphasis, due to their diagnostic features 

unparalleled outside the (Moabite-? ) Edomite epigraphic bounderies. 930 

ktlý 

Pig. 84 Ldomite qop in the upper register 

i. The curiously arrow-shaped Edomite qop (with triangular/conical head), recalls 
93 specimens found in old lapidary scripts1, in which its "circular head, formed by two 

926 No cogent alternative could be found in the extensive study of Edomite/Idumean names by R. Zadok, "A 
Prosopography of Samaria and Edom/Idumea", OF 30 (1998), pp. 781-828. If the faint traces had been those of 
dales, the alternative reading qwsgd, "Qaus is my fortune" (p. 818) would have been a possibility. Not only do 
the traces suggest another letter (as was explained above), but Edomite dales is written very differently from 
palaeo-Hebraic dales (see palaeographic discussion below). 

77 
As noted by J. Naveh, Early History of the Alphabet, p. 102. 

928 J. Naveh ibid, pp. 101f.; R. A. Di Vito, "The Tell el-Kheleifeh Inscriptions" in: G. D. Pratico, Excavations at 
Tell el-Kheleifeh, p. 53. 
929 For a description of Edomite letters see: A. Lemaire, ibid, p. 5. 
930 For a recent and detailed discussion of Edomite scripts see: D. S. Vanderhooft, "The Edomite Dialect and 
Script", in: D. V. Edelman, You Shall Not Abhor an Edomite, pp. 145ff. 
931 The almost Proto-Canaanite looking qop (with circle set on a vertical stem) is again found in later Nabatean 
scripts: e. g. J. Naveh, ibid, p. 156, Fig. 142. 
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semicircles, is bisected by a vertical shaft. 032 Not many precise parallels are 

known 933 It can be seen on some provenanced and unprovenanced seals from the 7`h- 

6`h B. C., notably the provenanced seal of a certain Qausgabr found at 

Babylon/Merkez, as well as the provenanced jar handle impressions from Tall al- 

Khalayfi (Igwinl `bd hmlk - also see Excursus II below). In the latter instance, 

however, the head of qop is opening up somewhat934, i. e. in line with Aramaizing 

palaeographic traits in the Transjordanian region during the 6'h cent. B. C. (also note 

the open `ayins of the same impressions935). 5 examples of "Edomite" qop are listed 

here: 

Site Stratum - Cat. No. PN with marked 7th cent. B. C. qop 
Location qop 

Merkez/Babylon E of temple Berlin VA Bab. -Imwp j 
1641/ 
WSS 1048 

Horvat Qitmit936 Locus 31 - Reg. No. 575/1 01PIZVý9" 
surface find 
(courtyard near 
Complex A) 

932 R. DiVito, ibid, p. 54. The following two examples from Transjordanian seals seem also to be somewhat 
reminiscent - WSS 925 (but note that the head is rhomboid rather than triangular). The same is true of WSS 34 
(classified in WSS as Hebrew, but a Moabite or Ammonite origin seems more likely). On this seal see: e. g. A. 
Lemaire, ibid, p. 12 and Fig. 19 + additional literature. An excellent example of the Moabite rhomboid variant is 
found on an unprovanced and hitherto unpublished Moabite seal of "Kemoshgam" in the private collection of S. 
Moussaieff in London (Photo reg. No. by R. Wiskin: 02.02.02.31). 
933 Some heads of qop (as with the seal and inscribed sherd from Horvat Qitmit - see list), however, are flatter 
(more "squeezed") and are actually reminiscent of specimens found in provenanced Philistine inscriptions, e. g. 
especially so the seal of `bd'pb bn 9b`t ̀ bd mtt [king Mittiti II of Ashkelon - ca. 670 B. C. ] be sdq' see: WSS 
1066. But also: the Royal Dedicatory Inscription from Tel Migne/Ekron (see last letter at end of line 2), and 
possibly WSS 1068, seal of ddymi'lygm from Tell Jemmeh (only a line drawing exists) - WSS 1068. 
34 As such, it is somewhat reminiscent of the open headed qop found attested on e. g. an Ammonite seal from 

Tall Jalul (ýlt '1S j/] 711'6), and in line 8 of the Tell Siran bottle inscription. See: R. W. Younker, "An 
Ammonite Seal from Tall Jalul, Jordan : The Seal of 'Aynadab son of Zedek'il", E126 (1999), pp. 221 *-224*; 
F. M. Cross, "Notes on the Ammonite Inscription from Tell Siran", in: F. M. Cross, Leaves from an 
Epigrapher's Notebook, pp. 100-102 + Fig. 8.2. Noticeably, however, though open at the top, the semicircle of 
its head is more rounded than the Edomite specimen. 
9" Open headed letters such as bet, dales, ̀ayin, and resh, start to appear in Aramaizing scripts toward the end of 
the 7" cent. B. C and onward in Ammonite, Moabite and Edomite inscriptions and are helpful diagnostic pegs. 
For a discussion of these palaeographic features e. g. F. M. Cross, Leaves from an Epigrapher's Notebook, pp. 
63-67.70-104; J. Naveh, Early History of the Alphabeth, pp. 100-112. As for the open headed ̀ayins see: e. g. in 
Ammonite inscriptions - the provenanced Tell Siran bottle inscription (reign of Amminadab II ca. 600 B. C. - 
also above ch. 2: 1.2 b), the unprovenanced Ba°alyisha` seal (ca. 580 B. C. - above ch. 2: 2.5 i- 1), WSS 916 (from 
a tomb near Amman), jar handle inscriptions of Ammonite/Achaemenid officials at Tall al-°Umayri (s. MPP V, 
pp. 234ff., e. g. nos. 23.32.36.42.54), in Edomite inscriptions WSS 1052 (allegedly from the vicinity of Petra), 
WSS 1062 (Edomite or Moabite), WSS 1064 (from Busayra? ). Also see provenanced ostraca from Tell Heshbon, 
Tell el-Mazar, and e. g. the unprovenanced British Museum "Legal Papyrus": F. M. Cross, "Ammonite Ostraca", 
and "A Papyrus Recording a Legel Decision" in F. M. Cross, ibid, pp. 70ff, and pp. 63ff. respectively. 
936 See: I. Beit-Arieh, Horvat Qitmit, 1995, pp. 264ff., or idem, "Edomites Advance into Judah", BAR 22: 6 
(1996), p. 33. This specimen, however, is not an exact parallel, as the head of qop give a flattened, squeezed 
impression. DiVito lists the Qitmit seal among his parallels - see: DiVito, ibid, p. 54. 
937 The head of qop is not closed on the left, but as it is incised on the edge of the stamp seal, it may either have 
been erased by frequent use or may not have been carefully carved from the beginning. As the entire inscription 
is crude, this may well be the case. The head of qop is flatter than some of the other Edomite qops and resembles 
the one found on a sherd from the same site (also see table 32). This could be a local "Edomite" variant. 
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Tall al-Khalayfi Settlement "IV" 241.278.381.463.467. 
528. 
20%938/WSSI05 I 

Horvat Qitmit Eastern courtyard Reg. No. 554/1 
(inscribed sherd)939 of Complex B- 

Locus 115 

ý7]yD17ý7 

- ýi tb17ýývao 

Unprovenanced94' -- B. M. no No. / ItD7-i7942 
WSS 1057 

TTIN 

Table 32 Examples of Edomite qop on provenanced inscriptions from Edom and the Negev 

ale 

!I 
Fig. 85 Edomite da/er in the lower register 

Y 

4 

ii. Unlike the traditional 80'-7t' cent. B. C. Hebrew dalet, which has the vertical shaft 

descending to the right of its triangular head, the inverted dalet has the 

"breakthrough" to the top fight. 943 According to F. Israel the inverted dalet can be 

distinguished as a southern Transjordanian (perhaps Moabite944) palaeographic 

trait 945 In the light of more recent epigraphic discoveries (e. g. on an ostracon from 

Horvat `Uza and in register 3 of the Qausgabr bulla), A. Lemaire has argued that its 

form must now be recognized as Edomite in origin. Although this letter was 

interpreted as a scribal error by some previous scholars, according to Lemaire the 

Edomites consciously inverted the letter dalet, probably in order to distinguish it 

938 See the complete list with discusions by Di Vito, ibid, p. 54. 
939 1. Beit-Arieh, Horvat Qitmit, p. 260f. - Inscription No. 3. The inscription was incised before firing on what 
may have been a bowl or a cult stand. To the knowledge of this author, this example has not been hitherto 
noticed by other scholars. The Edomite type seems confirmed by the writing of the inverted h type Edomite waw 
within the same inscription. The same waw is also found on the Edomite seal from the same site. 
940 Although triangular, the head of qop looks slightly flatter and resembles that on the seal found at the same 
site - see example 2- Table 32). Both inscriptions are clearly Edomite. Although both inscriptions are crudely 
written, the type of qop may be a local variant from the Edomite tribes living and working in the Northern 
Negev region. 
4" This supposedly Edomite seal has been known since a long time and was first published by C. Clermont- 
Ganneau, "Sceaux et cachets israelites, pheniciens et syriens", JA I (1883). See WSS 1057. 
942 The second line is uncertain, but the part with arrow shaped qop in the first register is relatively certain, see 
discussion in WSS 1057, pp. 393-94. 
943 Already F. Israel, "Miscellanea Idumea", Rivista Biblica Italian 27 (1979), 175f.; idem, "Studi moabiti I: 
Rassegna di epigrafia moabita ei sigilli", in: G. Bernini and V. Brugnatelli (eds. ), AM del/a 4° Giornata di Studi 
Camito-Semitici e Indoeuropei, Milan, 1987, pp. 112.120. 
944 A presumed Moabite example of this inverted dalet may be seen on the unprovenanced 6`h cent. B. C. seal 
WSS 1062 of 

ýKiq 
. 1700. Note, however, that B. Sass leaves its ultimate origin (Moabite or Edomite) open 

see: WSS p. 397, whereas Lemaire, ibid, pp. 16-17 prefers to assign this specimen to the Edomite corpus. The 
same is true for D. S. Vanderhooft, ibid, p. 153. 
945 Also see Vanderhooft, ibid, pp. 146-147; DiVito, ibid, p. 54. 
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more clearly from resh, whose form (especially so in the Aramaizing scripts) is 

virtually identical: 

"1'inversion du d de bas en haut, probablement afin de mieux le distinguer du r qui avait 
fondamentalement la meine forme. i946 

Several examples of "Edomite" dalet are listed in Table 33.47 

Site Stratum - 
Location 

Cat No. PN with marked 7th cent. B. C. 
dalet dalet 

Busayra Phases 7/6 Reg. No. 368 - 
(bulla) Sq. B4 2.11 WSS 1050' 

Tall al-Khalay- Settlement "IV" - Reg. No. 241; 463,724, 
f (jar impress- 215 and 146449/ 
sions) 

___ 
WSS 1051 

Horvat °Uza Iron Age IIC occupation'" 
(ostracon) 
Tall al-Khalayfi Settlement "IV" Reg. 6043951 

Room 70 

Unprovenanced Probably Edomite WSS 1062953 (1938) 
(seal) 

Unprovenanced 
(seal) 

BM 136202/ 
WSS 1053' 

7ýný 
ý]gb1ý75 

7ýýp 
952 

1ýýY 5. 
[a1)aIR 9. 

ýýý 
ýttnn 

e 
d 

d 
d Or* 
d nnmný d` 

1ýn-1uo nmrc 
Table 33 Edomite dalet in provenanced and unprovenanced Edomite inscriptions. 

ýy 

946 A. Lemaire, ibid, p. 5. Also see : D. S. Vanderhooft, ibid, pp. 146-47; A. R. Millard, "Inscribed Material", in: 
P. Bienkowsi (ed. ), Busayra, pp. 430f. 
947 Another example may be found on unprovenanced WSS 1056. Although the normal inscription of the seal 
contains the usual dalet (lower register) with long vertical shaft (or is it a resh? ), two letters seem to have been 
placed on what appear to be altars set up in front of and behind a griffin. The two characters - waw and dale: - 
bear typical Edomite traits (waw as inverted h and inverted dalet) and if the seal is genuine (of which this author 
is not certain), then this item can be listed as "Edomite" as well. The alternative reading "resh" for "dale: " in the 
lower register has also been suggested by A. Lemaire, "Recherches sur les ateliers sigillaires jordaniens au fbr 
II", SHAD 5 (1995), p. 487. 
946 Also see A. R. Millard, ibid, p. 431, Pl. 11.4. 
949 As listed by R. DiVito, ibid, p. 54. 
950 The ostracon was found "on the floor of the front chamber of the fortress gatehouse. " See: I. Beit-Arieh and 
B. Cresson, "An Edomite Ostracon from Horvat °Uza", TA 12 (1985), p. 96. Also see: idem, "Horvat °Uza -A 
Fortified Outpost on the Eastern Negev Border", BA (Sept. 1991), pp. 126ff. 
951 See R. DiVito, ibid, pp. 55ff. Pl. 82. 
952 The reading of Edomite dalet in these sentences follows the reconstruction proposed by D. S. Vanderhooft, 
"The Edomite Dialect and Script", pp. 143ff. Having compared the cursive writing of Edomite dales as found on 
the Horvat Uza ostracon with Ostr. 6043 from Tall al-Khalayfi, this author is tempted to consider Vanderhooft's 
reconstruction as sound. 
953 This seal was first published by A. Reifenberg, "Some Ancient Seals", PEQ 70 (1938), pp. 114-115. This seal 
may indeed be Edomite rather than Moabite as was originally suggested, see: A. Lemaire, ibid, pp. 16-17. Also 
D. S. Vanderhooft, ibid, p. 153; B. Sass in WSS 1062, pp. 396-397. 
954 At least known since 1868 - M. de Vogue, Intailles a legendes semitiques, Melanges orientate, Paris 1868, 
no. 40 - see: WSS p. 392. This seal may be Edomite rather than Moabite, as noted by: A. Lemaire, ibid, pp. 16- 
17. It has also been classified as Edomite in WSS p. 391f. Also see the discussion by R. DiVito, ibid, p. 54. 
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1.3 The Iconography 

Fig. 86 a. Human headed sphinx on royal Fig. 86 b. Drawing of the same sphinx (line-drawing 
Qausgabr bulla from Umm el-Biyara by the author) 
(Courtesy K. Baxter - Manchester Museum). 

The middle register depicts a striding sphinx facing right (i. e. to the left on the original seal). 

The sphinx is human-headed. The head is portrayed with what appears to be a long wig 

(rather than a pharaonic folded head-cloth), reaching down to the shoulders. It does not wear 

a crown. Seen from different angles and with different lighting, the face of the sphinx seems 

to be bearded. The beard is not long, straight and curly, as with the shedu figures in Assyrian 

glyptic art, but straight and pointed and resembles either the pharaonic ceremonial beard or a 

short well trimmed natural beard as found on depictions of southern Levantine rulers and 

deities. The straight wings have upcurved tips. The body appears to be feline, rather than 

bovine; the S-shape of the upward curving tail (instead of downward curving as with bull 

figures), as well as the long stretched body, point strongly to this conclusion. Although the 

left hind "paw" may resemble a bovine hoof at first glance, microscopic analysis of the 

available casts has shown that the hoof-like division is merely a crack in the clay. The sphinx 

wears an Egyptian type apron. 955 It is reminiscent of Phoenician and Syrian type sphinxes 

known e. g. from late 9`h-early 7th cent. B. C. ivories uncovered at various sites in the Middle 

East956, as well as on seals and other items of ancient Levantine glyptic art. 

a) Straight Wings with Upcurved Tips 

Straight wings with upcurved tips can be seen e. g. on (South) Syrian styled sphinxes957 (both 

human and ram headed) from the Nimrud and Arslan Tash ivory collections (see: Table 34 a 

+ b)958 as well as on Ammonite seals from the late 8`h - early 6th cent. B. C. (Table 34 c+ 

955 Descriptions of the sphinx are also found in e. g.: C: M. Bennett, "Fouilles d'Umm el Biyara", pp. 399f.; 
idem, "Notes and News", PEQ 98 (1966), p. 125; M. Klingbeil, Yahweh Fighting from Heaven, p. 232. 
956 The date of these ivories has been the subject of intensive debate ranging from the 9th through the 8`h cent. 
B. C. - for a summary see e. g.: P. J. James et al, Centuries of Darkness, p. 187 with subsequent literature. 
957 Due to a mix of Phoenician and North-Syrian traits, G. Hermann prefers to speak of the "Intermediate 
Tradition" - see: G. Hermann, "The Nimrud Ivories, 2", pp. 69-71. 
958 For other references to examples from Nimrud/Fort Shalmaneser, Khorsabad and Arslan Tash see: G. 
Hermann, ibid, p. 70 and ns. 38-40. Hermann clearly distinguishes this group when she says: "It is the distinctive 
tied locks of the wigs and the gracefully curving wings that typify an attractive and exceptionally competent 
Intermediate group, the "Wig and Wing" group. 
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d). 959 A noteworthy parallel (allegedly from Jordan) - though depicted in seated frontal 

position - can also be seen on a recently published andara shell from about the 7' cent. B. C. 

(Table 34 e- California Museum of Ancient Art No. 015-L0023). 960 

(I) \imrud I11ý91 
(alter: I Iennann, 
"The Nimrod Ivories, 2", 
Pl. 25: 12) 

ý z: "ý: 15: _ý: =-'ý ie 

e) Aedara shell 
(after Reese & Sease, 
JNES 63: 1, Fig. 9) 

.i 
\IcgnlduIN uf) 

b) Arslan Tash 
(after: Frankfort, 
An and Architecture, 
Pl. 168: D) 

c) Seal of Pado'el 
WSS 965 

C 
ý 

g) Nimrud 
(after: Hermann, 
"The Nimrud Ivories, 2", 
Pl. 21: 4) 

f) Nimrod 
(after: Barnett, Nimrud Ivories, 
Pl. XXI: S6) 

(Court. of IAA - j) Samaria 
Jerusalem; Ph. W. Bosse) (after Kenyon, Royal Cities, 

PI. 48) 

k) Arsian Tash 
(after Ken), on, Royal Cities, 
PI. 55) 

Table 34 Syro-Phoenician Sphinxes from Assyria, Syria, Israel and Transjordan 

d) Seal of Ba`alyisha` 
(after: Deutsch, Epigr. News, 
Fig. 145) 

h) Ta'anak cult 
stand 
(after: Taylor, 
BAR 20: 3 (1994), 

p. 59) 

I) Syrian seal 
(after Bordreuil, 
"Le r6pertoire", 
Fig. 12) 

959 Straight wings with upcurved tips can also be seen e. g. on a mixed Assyrian linear/Egyptian styled seal with 
falcon headed sphinxes from the main site of Tall al-Mazar see: M. Klingbeil, Yahweh Fighting from Heaven, 
OBO 169, p. 230 Fig. 64. Also K. Yassine, Archaeology of Jordan, p. 152 No. 304. For seals with bovine 
sphinxes with upward curving wings, see e. g. WSS 884.956. Bird headed sphinxes/griffins with this type of 
wings can be seen on WSS 959.982.1017.1038. The same type of wings are also seen on the sphinx (bird or ram 
headed) from Tall Jalul: R. Younker, "An Ammonite Seal from Tal Jalul, Jordan", El 26 (1999), p. 221 *, Figs. 
1-2. 
960 D. S. Reese & C. Sense, "Additional unpublished Engraved Tridacna and Andara Shells", JNES 63: 1 (2004), 
pp. 34-38, Figs. 7-11. 
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b) Long Wig with Curl or Loop 

Long straight wigs (reaching straight down to the shoulder - terminating in what appears to 

be a curl or loop) can be seen for instance on Syrianizing ivories from Nimrud (e. g. Table 34 

f+ g). 96' Again we may also refer to the sphinx depicted on the above-mentioned andara 

shell allegedly from Jordan (Table 34 e962). A notable parallel for the Qausgabr "sphinx" 

may be found on a Syrian inscribed cylinder seal from the late 9th cent. B. C., which 

incorporates both Syrian and Egyptianizing elements (see Table 34 1). Sphinxes of this type 

seem well rooted in Levantine iconographic tradition and also find good parallels in Late 

Bronze and early Iron Age Syro-Palestinian and Syro-Hittite glyptic art (Table 34 h+ i). 

c) Beard, Pharaonic or Levantine 

Unlike the long and straight curly beards shown on Assyrian lamassu and shedu winged 
figures, a slightly pointed beard, either the "pharaonic" ceremonial beard or a natural beard 

typical of Levantine rulers and deities, can be detected on the impression. Due to its present 

state (only an impression rather than the original seal), we can do no more than refer to 

parallels for both interpretations: 

Fig. 87 Drawing of the beard based on microscopic study of the casts. 

A pharaonic ceremonial beard can be seen on Egyptianizing/Phoenician ivories from 

Nimrud, Arslan Tash and Samaria (e. g. Table 34 k63). This type of beard is also 
found on sphinxes depicted on inscribed Jordanian seals from the late 8Ih -7th cent. 
B. C., but appears to be rarer on inscribed seals from adjacent regions within the 

965 Southern Levant. 

961 E. g. G. Hermann, ibid, Pl. 22: 7-8; 23: 11; H. Frankfort, The Art and Architecture, p. 191, Fig. 92 (but with 
hat). 
962 Similar sphinxes are attested in Tridacna shells from Samos, Delphi and Babylon - see: R. A. Stucky, "The 
Engraved Tridacna Shells", Dedalo 19 (1974), pp. 43, No. 55; 49 No. 72; 25 No. 6. On this also see: D. R. Reese 
and C. Sease, "Additional Unpublished Engraved Tridacna and Andara Shells", JNES 63: 1 (2004), pp. 34f. 
963 E. g. I. J. Winter, "Phoenician and North Syrian Ivory Carving in Historical Context: Questions of Style and 
Distribution", Iraq 38 (1976), Pl. IV: b; R. D. Barnett, A Catalogue of Nimrud ivories, Pl. I: C 60; K. M. Kenyon, 
Royal Cities, p. 85, Pl. 55. 
` E. g. unprovenanced WSS 925 and 956 (both bovine sphinxes), 
sbs In fact this author was able to trace but a few examples of bearded human headed sphinxes on epigraphic 
seals: e. g. for a Phoenician seal found at Acco - see: E. Gubel, "The Iconography of Inscribed Phoenician 
Glyptic", in B. Sass & Chr. Uehlinger (eds. ), Studies in the Iconography, p. 112; a sphinx possibly bearded (? ) is 
seen on a late 9" cent. B. C. epigraphic cylinder seal from Syria - see P. Bordreuil, "Le repertoire 
iconographique des sceaux arameens inscrits" in : B. Sass & Chr. Uehlinger (eds. ), Studies in the Iconography, 
p. 83 and Fig. 12. There are undoubtedly multiple examples of this phenomenon, but it is probably correct to 
assume that this feature is not extremely well attested. 
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ii. A well trimmed natural beard, as frequently worn by Levantine rulers, can be seen 

e. g. with king Jehu of Israel and his servants on the Black Obelisk of Shalmanasser 

III (9t' cent. B. C. )966, or on the statue of Yarh-cazer967, king of Ammon (ca. 720 

B. C. ). This type of beard is also shown on several statues of deities found at e. g. the 

Edomite sites of Horvat Qitmit and Hazeva (late 7th - 6th cent. B. C. ) 968 

Despite the remaining uncertainties, option ii) does seem to fit best the depiction of the beard 

as detected on the casts. 

d) Egyptian Apron 

The apron worn by the Qausgabr sphinx recalls those depicted on Egyptian(ized)/Phoenician 

type ivories from Samaria, Arslan Tash and Nimrud (Table 34 a+b, j+k). It is also worn by 

the sphinx on the above mentioned andara shell (Table 34 e), allegedly from Jordan, and by 

sphinxes shown on seals from both Palestine 969 and Jordan970 (e. g. Table 34 c+d) from the 
80i-7`h centuries B. C. It is not worn by Assyrian lamassu and shedu sphinxes971 and is not 

normally worn by non-Egyptian Levantine ("Syrianizing") specimens (cf. Table 34 f-i). 

e) S-shaped tail 

The S-shaped tail972 is found on some of the Egyptianized/Phoenician as well as 
"Syrianized" ivories from e. g. Nimrud and Arslan Tash (Table 34 f-g). 973 It is also seen e. g. 
on the andara shell sphinx possibly from Jordan (Table 34 e), and the sphinx on the Ahiram 

sarcophagus from Byblos. 974 It is rather infrequently found on inscribed seals when depicting 
falcon headed and human headed sphinxes as well as griffins (in crouching, seated and 

966 B. S. J. Isserlin, The Israelites, p. 75, Fig. 24-25. 
967 E. g. R. H. Dornemann, The Archaeology of the Transjordan, p. 285, Fig., 92: 3. 
_s e. g. E. Stern, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 283-287. 
969 Provenanced: WSS 85.160.711 (falcon headed); unprovenanced: e. g. WSS 37 (human headed), WSS 
44.135.168.345.370 (falcon headed); also see: R. Deutsch, BPPS, nos. 9.10.20 etc. 
970 E. g. Ammonte specimens: WSS 925 and 956 (both bovine sphinxes), 959, R. Deutsch, BPPS, no. 177 and the 
provenanced Tell Jalul seal (both bird headed), WSS 982 (human headed), Moabite: WSS 1017.1019.1023.1038 
(griffons), unfortunately all (but one - from Jalul) unprovenanced. 
9rE. g. WSS 173; 
972 See also the discussion in R. Deutsch, "An Ammonite Royal Seals", in R. Deutsch & M. Heltzer, Epigraphic 
News, Jaffa/Tel Aviv, 1999, pp. 53-57; idem, "Seal of Baalis Surfaces", BAR 25: 2 (1999), pp. 46-49.66. 
973 Also see from Nimrud IM 79511 - J. and D. Oates, Nimrud, Pl. 9; K. M. Kenyon, Cities of the Old 
Testament, p. 87, Pl. 59; IM 118171 and 65280 - see: I. J. Winter, "Phoenician and North Syrian Ivory 
Carving", Iraq 38 (1976), P1. Ilib and V: a. Presumably from Arslan Tash see: E. Borowski, "Cherubim: God's 
Throne", BAR 21: 4 (1995), p. 36. From Salamis see 1. Winter, ibid. Pl. IV: b etc. 
974 e. g. H. Frankfort, Art and Architecture, p. 160, Fig. 76. 
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standing positions) of which most seem to originate from Syria (Phoenician and Aramaic 

seals) and Jordan (Ammonite, Moabite and Edomite seals). 75 Human headed sphinxes with 
S-shaped tails indeed seem less frequent on Israelite/Judahite inscribed seals, which agrees 

well with B. Sass' overall conclusion that winged sphinxes are less popular in Israel than in 

Syro-Phoenicia 976 

Summing up the evidence, the iconography of the Qausgabr bulla appears to be a mixture of 
Levantine, predominantly Syro-Phoenician, elements. 97 

The mixing of varied foreign elements is a common feature of the late 8m-7th cent. B. C. Pax 

assyriaca 978 During this period, the Jordanian kingdoms not only were dominated by 

Assyria, but also witnessed an increase of economic welfare and socio-religious exchange 

with many of its neighbouring vassal states. 979 As has been noted9B0, the spread of Phoenican 

art (such as carved limestone palettes, Tridacna shells etc. - see also below: 1.4 d) during the 
late 80i - 7th cent. B. C., was not only influenced by the Phoenician koine in Syro-Palestine, 

but seems also to have been promoted through the enhanced trading networks of the 
Assyrian empire. 

The sphinx has a long tradition within Levantine history. 981 Although it ultimately derived 
from an Egyptian human-headed prototype, the lion sphinx with upright wings seems to have 

975 Provenanced WSS 711 (Israelite? /from Samaria Str. VI), WSS 1069 (Phoenician? /from Tel Farah - South), 
WSS 1124 (Phoenician? /Megiddo Str. II or unstr. ), from Ammon/Moab (Tall Jalul): J. Eggler, "Die 
eisenzeitliche Siegel and Abdrücke aus Grabungen in Moab", in: F. Ninow (ed. ), Wort and Stein, pp. 60.71 
(Öalul 1). Unprovenanced (before: 1945): WSS 143.193.1123 (Israelite? ), WSS 713.736.1138 (Phoenician), WSS 
965 (Ammonite). After 1945 see: WSS 369.740.747.780.819.982.1038.1056.1126 etc. 976 B. Sass, "The Pre-Exilic Hebrew Seals", p. 226. 
977 This conclusion was also confirmed by iconographer I. Ziffer of the Eretz Israel Museum of Tel Aviv (pers. 
communication June 3- 2004). Another interpretation has been suggested to this author by R. Wallenfels (pers. 
communication June 5- 2004), who argues that the sphinx reveals "Assyrianizing" traits. Instead of interpreting 
the sphinx's body as feline, he suggests that the body is bovine. He points at the front right heel, which he 
suggests is that of a bull. Closer examination has revealed, however, that this (just as with the other legs) is a 
feline "paw" instead. Wallenfels lists a few parallels from Assyria, but these appear unconvincing. None of these 
exactly matches the sphinx discussed here: A. Moortgat, Vorderasiatische Rollsiegel, pp. 141.143 and Figs. 
611.647. They are without apron and the tail, though S-shaped, is curved downward (as with bulls). A somewhat 
similar (but lion-like) sphinx, is found on Table 81: 685-6 (from Babylon), but it does not wear the apron and its 
tail is curled. R. Wallenfels also refers to similar sphinxes on (unproveanced) seals from Ammon (WSS 
925.956), but again these are bovine and do not precisely match the feline sphinx discussed here. 
978 See also: U. Hübner, Die Ammoniter, p. 196; idem, "Das ikonographische Repertoire der ammonitischen 
Siegel", in: B. Sass & Chr. Uehlinger, Studies in the Iconography, pp. 151-152. The same was indicated to this 
author by iconographer T. Ornan of the Israel Museum of Jerusalem (pers. communication June 9- 2004). 
979 U. Hübner, Die Ammoniter, pp. 187-198; U. Worschech, Das Land jenseits des Jordan, pp. 168ff. 
980 E. g. by E. Stern, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 92ff., 258,292f.; E. Gubel, "The Iconography of 
Inscribed Phoenician Glyptic", in: B. Sass and Chr. Uehlinger (eds. ), Studies in the Iconography, p. 109; U. 
Hübner, "Das ikonographische Repertoire der ammonitischen Siegel", in: idem, pp. 152.154 etc. 98' T. N. D. Mettinger, "Cherubim" in : DDD, pp. 189-192; W. Zwickel, "Cherub. Cheruben", CBL Vol. 1,2003, 
p. 219; R. de Vaux, "Le chdrubins et l'arche dalliance, les sphinx gardiens et les trones divins dans l'ancient 
Orient", Bible et Orient, Paris 1967, pp. 231-259; A. Dessene, Le sphinx. Etude iconographique (Biblioth6que 
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originated in Syria during the first half of the 2d Millenium B. C. 982 From the latter half of 

the 2d Millenium B. C. onward, this Syrian specimen spread all over the Levant and the 

Aegean. Originally considered as the protectorate of the Pharaoh, its role as guardian of both 

gods and kings, as well as sentinel of the sacred temple precinct983 (frequently associated 

with the famous "tree of life" symbol), is central to religious iconography of Syro-Palestine. 

From the late 2"d Millenium B. C. onward, human-headed winged lions are also frequently 

seen flanking the seats of Syro-Palestinian and Aegean divine and human monarchs984 -a 
theme also familiar from the Old Testament. E. g. Yahweh is described as the One "seated" 

on/enthroned above the "Cherubim"985, and Solomon's throne is said to have been flanked by 

several (winged) lions 986 

We do not know in what relationship the sphinx of the Qausgabr bulla stood to Qaus, one of 
the leading deities of the kingdom of Edom, or to the king himself, but what we do know 

from e. g. the Edomite finds at the non-Judahite late Iron Age II shrine of Horvat Qitmit on 
the Judahite/Negev border, is that sphinxes did play some part in Edomite religious life (see 
fig. 88). 987 Some scholars suggest that the sphinx symbol found on the Qausgabr bulla may 
have been a royal emblem. 988 This fascinating suggestion, however, is unfortunately not 
sufficiently substantiated by the available evidence. Although it is true (as has been argued 

above), that sphinxes do play an important role in royal (both human and divine) 
iconography, and that the human headed lion sphinxes are attested on royal Ammonite 

des 6coles francaises d'Athdne et de Rome 186, Paris, 1957. O. Keel & Chr. Uehlinger, GGG, e. g. pp. 190f.; E. 
Borowksi & T. Oman, "Cherubim: God's Throne? " BAR 21: 4 (1995), pp. 36-41; P. Beck, "Catalogue of Cult 
Objects and Study of the Iconography", in: I. Beit-Arieh, Horvat Qitmit, p. 154. 
982 Winged lions can be seen e. g. on the palace wall paintings from court 106 from the reign of king Zimrilim of 
Mari -18th cent. B. C. - currently housed at the Mus6e du Louvre in Paris. 
9a3 Sphinxes can be seen at many temples and palaces such as at Mari, the Baal temple at Ugarit, Alaca Hilyük 
and Boghazkdy, Ain Dara, Tel Halaf, Sendjirli etc. On the Ain Data sphinxes in particualar see e. g. J. Monson, 
"The New "Ain Dam Temple - Closest Solomonic Parallel", BAR 26: 3 (2000), pp. 20-35.67. 
994 E. g. Good examples of these are found in the relevant literature, the most famous of which are: those seen on 
Megiddo ivories from str. VIIB-A, the Ahiram throne on Ahiram's sarcophagus from Byblos, the Ta'anak stand 
(10 cent. B. C. ), Syro-Lebanese votive thrones from the 7`h cent. B. C. through the Hellenistic period, etc. gas Cf. e. g. 2Kgs. 19: 14f.; Ps. 99: 1; Ezek. 9: 3 etc. 
966 1Kgs. 10: 18-20. Noticeably, L. H. Vincent discovered a rock-carving of a winged lion in the so-called "Royal 
caves" near the Damascus gate at Jerusalem, from where it was subsequently taken. See: H. Vincent, Jerusalem 
de 1 Ancien Testament - Recherches d'Archeologie en d'Histoire, I Texte, Paris, 1954. If the carving dates back 
to the pre-exilic period, a date toward the end of the Judahite kingdom seems to match with more recent work 
done within the tomb area north of the Damascus gate by G. Barkay et al. See e. g. their: "The Northern 
Necropolis of Jerusalem during the First Temple Period, in: H. Geva, Ancient Jerusalem Revealed, pp. 119-127. 
As such, the Jerusalem sphinx may perhaps be listed as an additional Judahite - possibly royal - example. The 
carving is currently housed in the Palestine Exploration Fund (London), where this author saw it in September 
2004. 
98' Locally made Edomite pottery types as well as an Edomite seal with the personal name of Shubnaqaus attest 
to the Edomite/or Negebite presence at the site. See: I. Beit-Arieh, Horvat Qitmit, esp. pp. 152-153; P. Beck, 
"The Cult Objects of Horvat Qitmit", in: N. Na'aman, U. Zevulun and 1. Ziffer, Imagery and Representation, pp. 
171-202, esp. pp. 197f. 
gas C: M. Bennett, "Notes and News", PEQ (Jul-Dec, 1966), p. 125; J. Bartlett, Edom and the Edomites, p. 213; 
P. Beck, "Catalogue of Cult Objects and Study of the Iconography", in: I. Beit-Arieh, Horvat Qitmit, p. 154; R. 
Deutsch, "Seal of Ba°alis Surfaces", BAR 25: 2 (1999), p. 48; T. Oman (pers. communication - June 9,2004) etc. 
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(though unprovenanced) seals (see above: Table 34 c+d 989), specimens are also found on 

nonroyal inscribed seals. It may of course be speculated that these individuals were members 

of the royal family or were royal court officials, but the lack of titles to confirm their status 

within the monarchic bureaucracy, does not permit this conclusion. Hence, the absence of 

additional evidence does not allow us to speculate any further on the exact role of sphinxes 

during the late Iron Age Edomite monarchy period. 

Fig. 88 Sphinx from H. Qitmit (after: 1. Beit-Arieh, 
Horvat Qitmit, p. 152, Fig. 3.10.1) 

1.4 The Stratigraphy 

a) Archaeological History - an overview of the late Iron Age Settlement 

Mount Umm el-Biyara (Arab. "Mother of Cisterns") is situated on an almost inaccessible 

rocky flat summit, some 300m above the ground level of classical Petra, separated from it by 

the Wadis es-Siyagh (to the north) and Thugra (to the south). Some scholars suggest an 

equation of Umm el-Biyara with biblical Sela' (i. e. "rock, cliff') attested in several Old 

Testament books (e. g. in 2Chron. 25: 11-12), renamed Joktheel by king Amaziah (796-767 

B. C.; 2Kgs. 14: 7). 0 As occupation at Umm el-Biyara does not appear to commence before 

the late 8`h cent. B. C., but probably later (see below), most scholars today prefer to identify 

biblical Sela' with the more northern village of Sela' (in the at-Tafilah district) near Busayra, 

some 50km north of Petra. ' 

989 e. g. R. Deutsch, Epigraphic News, pp. 53-57; idem, "Seal of Ba`alis Surfaces", BAR 25: 2 (1999), pp. 46ff. 
Also infra ch. 2: 2.5 b) i. 
990 For a general summary on the site of Umm el-Biyara see: e. g. C: M. Bennett, "Fouilles D'Umm el-Biyara", 
RB 73 (1966), pp. 372-373; P. Bienkowski, "Umm el-Biyara, Tawilan and Buseirah in Retrospect", Levant XXII 
(1990), pp. 91-95; idem, "The Date of Sedentary Occupation in Edom", in: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Early Edom and 
Moab, p. 99; idem, "Umm el Biyara", in: Oxford Enc. Vol. 5, pp. 274-276. 
991 Nonetheless in line with occupation at various Edomite sites, the Iron Age 11 pottery found at Sela' also does 
not seem to predate the 7f' cent. B. C. See: S. Hart, ""Sela': The Rock of Edom? " PEQ 118 (1986), pp. 91-95. 
Some Iron Age I pottery may have been uncovered from the site. See: M. Lindner, "Edom Outside the Famous 
Excavations: Evidence from Surveys in the Greater Petra Area", in: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Early Edom and Moab, 
pp. 143-144. Also see: P. Bienkowski, "Umm el-Biyara, Tawilan and Buseirah in Retrospect", Levant XXII 
(1990), p. 92; idem, "Umm el-Biyara" in: NEAEHL, Vol. 4, p. 1488. A rock relief has been recently (1994) 
discovered on the cliffs of Sela and is attributed by S. Dailey & A. Goguel to the reign of king Nabonidus, who 
made a military campaigned to Edom on his way to Tayma - see their: "The Sela' Sculpture: A Neo-Babylonian 
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After the survey by G. Horsfield and A. Conway (1929), and soundings done by N. Glueck 

(1933/1934) and W. H. Morton (1955), C. -M. Bennett worked at the site during 3 excavation 

seasons (1960,1963 and 1965 - i. e. a total of some 16 months) under the auspices of the 

British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem (now the Kenyon Institute). Two main aims had 

been formulated for the expedition: a) to verify the equation of Umm el Biyara with Sela', 

and b) to establish a stratified Edomite pottery sequence. 

Although the final report on the Umm el-Biyara excavations has not yet been published (it is 

currently in preparation), the site and its material evidence have been studied by several 

specialists in the field in some detail. 2 

Less than 1/3 of the site was excavated (ca. 700m). The unfortified settlement was built up 

of dry sandstone houses with square and long corridor rooms, many of which were built 

against one wall which runs across the excavated part of the site. The settlement appears to 

have been primarily of a domestic nature. This was substantiated by the evidence of many 

looms and spindle whorls found within the rooms. Bennett argued that the site had been 

occupied during three building phases, although she admitted that the exact relationship 

between phases I (with rooms A. XLIII3, A. XLIV/East and A. XLV/East) and 2-3 was 

impossible to determine 993 As recent studies have shown, however, the evidence for such a 

division appears to be rather slim. P. Bienkowski argues that "cross section A-B" (see fig. 

89), cut across the apparent Phases 1-3, reveals a marked uniform sequence of events in all 

of the relevant areas: "floor, collapse, abandonment and collapse. "4 Taken together, the 

overall evidence seems to suggest that Umm el-Biyara was mainly a one-period site. 

Rock Relief in Southern Jordan", ADAJ 41 (1997), pp. 169-176. Also: F. Zayadine, "Le relief n6o-babylonien ä 
Sela° pres de Tafileh: Interpretation historique", Syria 76 (1999), pp. 83-90. Also infra below: 1.5. 
992 For general informations on Umm el-Biyara see n. 990 above. The publication of the final report on C: M. 
Bennett's excavations at Umm el-Biyara is currently underway. The author was priviliged to be able to discuss 

several important aspects with its publishers Dr. P. Bienkowski and K. Baxter of Manchester, for which he is 

very grateful. The pottery of Umm el-Biyara has been thoroughly studied in 2 outstanding theses: by M. F. 
Oakeshott, A Study of the Iron Age II Pottery of East Jordan with Special Reference to Unpublished Material 
from Edom, unpublished Ph. D. dissertation, University of London, 1978, and by S. Hart, The Archaeology of the 
Land of Edom, unpublished Ph. D. dissertation, Macquarie University, 1989. Although these theses have not 
been published, good syntheses as well as comparisons with Edomite pottery from other sites have appeared in: 

e. g. M. F. Oakeshott, "The Edomite Pottery" in: J. F. Sawyer & D. J. Clines, Midian, Moab and Edom, pp. 53- 
63; E. Mazar, "Edomite Pottery at the End of the Iron Age", IEJ 35 (1985), pp. 253-269; P. Bienkowski, "The 
Edomites: The Archaeological Evidence from Transjordan", in: D. Edelman, You Shall Not Abhor an Edomite, 
pp. 41-92. For further studies on Umm el-Biyara and the comparison of its pottery with the pottery corpus at 
e. g. Khalayfi, Tawilan and Busayra see: the relevant studies referred to in the footnotes below. 
ý' C. -M. Bennett, "Fouilles d'Umm el-Biyara", RB 73 (1966), pp. 380-81. Phase I with rooms A. XLIII3, 
A. XLIV East and A. XLV East was separated from the other Phase 2-3 rooms as according to Bennett the former 
did not connect with the rooms next door, their entrance lie to the south, and its walls did not link up with the 
walls to the west. Also see P. Bienkowski, "Umm el-Biyara, Tawilan and Buseirah in Retrospect", Levant XXII 
(1990), pp. 92-95. 
994 P. Bienkowski, "The Date of Sedentary Occupation", p. 99. Also idem, "Umm el-Biyara, Tawilan and 
Buseirah in Retrospect", esp. p. 95. 
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Fig. 89 Umm el-Biyara, detail of cross-section A-B with rooms A. XLIII 3 and A. XLV/East to the north, and A. 
XLIV/East to the south, within the apparent phases 1-3 (after: C. -M. Bennett995). 

The 7 h-early 6t' cent. date for Umm el-Biyara is not only supported by the available late Iron 

Age II pottery found at the site, but also by the discovery of the Qausgabr bulla, as well as by 

other important 7d' cent. B. C. artefacts such as an inscribed Judahite weight, a cosmetic 
limestone palette, and a bulla possibly bearing the symbols of the Neo-Babylonian state gods 
Marduk and Nabu (for a more details - see below: 1.4 d) i-iii). 

The destruction of Umm el-Biyara has been historically linked to the Babylonian conquest, 

and more specifically so to the Edomite campaign led by king Nabonidus in 553/2 B. C. (see 

below: 1.4 e). 

There is some limited evidence (e. g. in Trench A. XIIIext. ) of a second phase of Iron Age 

occupation, i. e. after the main destruction of the site. Based on its homogenous Iron Age II 

pottery (except for some shards from the period post-dating the squatter occupation, which 

may date to the Hellenistic period), this post-destruction occupation has been tentatively 

assigned by Bienkowski to the period after the destruction of the main Iron Age site. 996 As, 
however, the terminal date of Iron Age pottery (both unpainted and painted) in Southern 
Transjordan must now be revised on the basis of new evidence (i. e. the discovery of 
imported late 4th cent. B. C. Attic sherds in late Iron Age Phase 4 at Busayra), it cannot 
therefore be excluded that the resettlement occurred as late as the Persian period (for a brief 

995 C: M. Bennett, "Fouilles", Pl. XV; also: P. Bienkowski, "Umm el-Biyara, Tawilan and Buseirah in 
Retrospect", Fig. 6. 
9" Idem, p. 95. Also see Bienkowski, "Umm el Biyara", in: Oxford Enc., Vol. 5, p. 275. 
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discussion on dating "Edomite" pottery: see below - Excursus 111). 997 Restudy of the pottery 

for the final excavation report (now in preparation) may shed new light on the duration and 

terminus post quem of this post destruction occupation. 

During the Nabatean period Umm el-Biyara was re-used as a sanctuary" 

b) The Pottery Evidence 

i. Pottery from Trench A. XLI 

The bulla of Qausgabr was discovered during the 1965 excavation season in the burned 

debris of Trench A. XLI (see fig. 89 above, to the right of the cross-section A-B). Several 

late Iron Age II vessels were uncovered in this room. '" These include: e. g. a fragment of a 

store jar/pithos with a three-ridged rim (Table 35 a. ), also known from other contemporary 
Edomite sites1°0°; a bowl with a triangular rim (Table 35 b. and photo), also known from 

other contemporary Edomite sites, as well as from late Iron Age II strata within the 

territories of Ammon and Judah1°01; a globular "necked" bowl (Table 35 c. with photo), also 
attested at other contemporary late Iron Age Edomite sites and in Iron Age IIB/C levels in 

southern Judah1002; a fragment of a large "necked" jug with two handles starting at its ridged 

99' P. Bienkowski has recently argued that the terminal phase of nearby Tawilan may also be later than was 
hitherto argued, i. e. it may belong to the 5a'-early 4th cent. B. C. and he suggests linking the cuneiform tablet 
from that site to king Darius II. He also tentatively suggests that part of the Persian Period Str. V pottery from 
Tall al-Khalayfi may have come from the late Iron Age Str. IV and new excavations there may confirm this: P. 
Bienkowski, "New Evidence on Edom in the Neo-Babylonian and Persian Periods", in: J. A. Dearman & M. P. 
Graham, The Land That I Will Show You, pp. 209-211. 
998 C: M. Bennett, "A Graeco-Nabatean Sanctuary on Umm el-Biyara", ADAJ 24 (1980), pp. 209-212. 
9" For primary informations on these finds, see: C. -M. Bennett, "Fouilles d'Umm el-Biyara", RB 73 (1966), e. g. 
Fig. 2. 
1 For another specimen of the same type from Umm el-Biyara - see: Bennett, "Fouilles", Fig. 4: 5. From e. g. 
Busayra (B3.2. m, late Iron Age-Persian phases v-viii? no further specified - pers. comm. with P. Bienkowski - Sept. 2004) see: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, p. 313 Store Jar type Aland Pl. 9.42: 1-6; from surveys at "late 
Iron Age Baja III", see: H. -D. Bienert et al., "Ba'ja", p. 199, Pl. 15: 1-3; J. P. Zeitler, "Edomite Pottery from the 
Petra Region", Fig. 14.1: 5-8; and Umm el-Ala, Zeitler, ibid. Fig. 14.5: 20-21; 14.6: 1-2. 
1001 Another specimen of the same type (pA XLIX Reg. No. 231 - UB '65), with approximately the same 
diameter (ca. 28cm) was uncovered in one of the rooms to the North of Area XLI, namely in A. XLIX (see 
photo Table 35 for this specimen). Types of this bowl are also attested at Busayra (termed Bowl D1-3 from B1- 
4, late Iron Age-Persian phases v-viii) see P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, pp. 257.276 and Figs. 9.13.16; at late 
Iron Age Tawilan, see: S. Hart in: C: M. Bennett & P. Bienkowski (eds. ), Excavations at Tawilan, 1995, pp. 
54.57 and Fig. 6.4-6.7; at late Iron Age Tall al-Khalayfi, see: G. Pratico, Excavations at Tell el-Kheleifeh, Pis. 
33: 3-15.34 and 35: 1-6; at late Iron Age Ghrareh see S. Hart, "Excavations at Ghrareh, 1986", Levant XX (1988), 
p. 95 fig. 7: 7. This type is also attested at late Iron Age- early Persian Ammonite Tall al-°Umayri see: e. g. L. G. 
Herr et al., MPP 1, Figs. 19.8: 26 (late Iron Age); 19.15: 17-22; 19.16: 1, late Iron Age Judahite Tel `Ira - L. 
Freud, "The Iron Age" in I. Beit-Arieh, Tel 'Ira, Figs. 6.63: 7; 6.83: 4; as well as at Iron Age IIC (71h cent. B. C. ) 
Jerusalem, e. g. Cave I- see: 1. Eshel and K. Prag (eds. ), Excavations by K M. Kenyon, Vol. IV, p. 40, Fig. 
13: 10-19, and City of David Kenyon Phase VIII see: M. L. Steiner, ibid, Vol. III, pp. 54f. and Fig. 6.1, bowls 
class 4. Noticeably this type of bowl has been compared by Eshel and Prag, ibid. p. 40, Fig. 13: 12 with Tell en- 
Nasbeh bowl Type 1297 of which a sherd was uncovered from Tomb 19 in association with the Ja'azaniah seal. 1002 Similar specimens of this type of vessel (but smaller) are known from contemporary Edomite sites such as 
late Iron Age Busayra (Bowl type N [more precisely so: "Oakeshott type NIA"] - mostly painted with simple 
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rim1003 (Table 35 d. ), equally known from other contemporary late Iron Age sites in Jordan, 

as well as oil lamps with rounded bases (Table 35 e. and f. )1004, also attested at 

contemporary late Iron Age 11 Edomite and Judahite sites. 1005 

Original drawing 

1 
ý 

f 

ý.. 
ý 

ýr 

iý 

1 ýy 

ý1 

Table 35 a-f. 

Table 35 a. 

Table 35 b. 

Table 35 d. 

Available new photo of same Reference to Fig. 
Vessel or same type from in C. -M. Bennett 
Umm el-Biyara (1966) 
none Fig. 2: 2 

llvlil 

Table 35 e. none 

ýýý 
ý 

ý-...,.. 
ý 

Table 35 f. none 

Fig. 2: 6 
(Fig. 3: 4) 

Fig. 2: 11 

Fig. 2: 12 

Fig. 2: 13 

Table 35 a-f Vessels found in association with the Qausgabr bulla at Umm el-Biyara (Photos: R. Wiskin) 

Even though none of this pottery is sufficiently diagnostic to provide clear late Iron Age 

terminus ad and post quem dates independent of the Qausgabr bulla for the site, parallels 

from other sites in Cis- and Transjordan suggests a date well within the Iron Age IIB-C 

periods, i. e. in general terms, the late 8th -6th cent. B. C. 

black and red lines; Area B1-4, mainly phases v. vii and viii), see: P. Bienkoswki (ed. ), Busayra, p. 285 Figs. 
9.28: 8-13; 9.29: 1-9 [but also compare Type N2 - No. 18]; late Iron Age Tawilan see: S. Hart in: Excavations at 
Tawilan, p. 58, Figs. 6.10-6.11; Umm el-Ala see: J. P. Zeitler, "'Edomite" Pottery from the Petra Region", Figs. 
14.1: 10; 14.6: 5-6; and Tall al-Khalayfi, see: G. Pratico, Excavations at Tell Kheleifeh, Pls. 27: 16-17; 28: 1-6.9- 
11. On this type see also: M. Oakeshott, A Study of the Iron Age Pottery of East Jordan, Vol. 1, p. 98 and Vol. 2, 
Pl. 58: 4. For possible specimens from Judahite sites see: Tel 'Ira: 1. Beit-Arieh, Tel ̀ Ira, Figs. 6., 67: 10; 6.90: 14. 
Edomite Type N bowls were uncovered at Tel Beersheba Str. III-II: L. Singer-Avitz, "Beersheba -A Gateway 
Community", TA 26 (1999), pp. 33ff. and Fig. 5-8. This type of vessel is also attested at late Iron Age - Persian 
period Ammonite Tall al--`Umayri, see e. g.: MPP I (1989), Fig. 19: 19.8: 14-15,19.15: 6; AMP II, Fig. 3.29: 17. 
003 Similar jugs (with I handle) were found at late Iron Age Tall al-Khalayfi (settlement "IV"), a number of 

which were impressed with the seal of Qaus`anal ̀bd hmlk (infra ch. 2- Excursus 11), see: Pratico, Excavations 
at Tell Kheleifeh, Pis. 20-2 land pp. 40.43 - with references to specimens from other sites, e. g. to Feifa in Edom 
and Aroer in S. Judah. On this see also: N. Lapp, "Who Is This That Comes from Edom? ", in: M. D. Coogan et 
al., Scripture and Other Artifacts, Kentucky, 1994, pp. 219-227. For a vessel with two handles see also late Iron 
Age Baja III: H: D. Bienert et al., ibid, Pl. 17: 2 or from Umm el-Ala see: J. P. Zeitler, ibid, Fig. 14.4: B I etc. 
1004 e. g. from late Iron Age Busayra, see: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, p. 338 type A 1,2 Fig. 9.62; from late 
Iron Age Tawilan, see: S. Hart in: Bennett & Bienkowski (eds. ), Excavations at Tawilan, Fig. 6.34: 14-16 or 
from Judahite Tel Goren, B. Mazar et al., Atiqot V, Fig, 23: 1-2 (Str. V); Tel `Ira, see: 1. Beit-Arieh, Tel ̀ Ira, Fig. 
6.80: 17 (Str. VII); Jerusalem: 1. Eshel and K. Prag, ibid, Fig. 8: 9-10). 
1005 Other listed vessels not mentioned here from the same locus are: lid or platter: C. -M. Bennett, ibid, Fig. 2: 4; 
a fragment of a krater: Fig. 2: 7; a base of a jug: Fig. 2: 8. 
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ii. Diagnostic Types from Rooms Adjacent to Trench A. XLI 

Some of the more diagnostic vessels, found in adjacent rooms at Umm el-Biyara, do appear 

to support an approximately 7th cent. B. C. date for the site. The following types have been 

singled out for special emphasis: 

1. Water decanters 

Different types of water decanters have been found at Umm el-Biyara, some of which seem 
to possess late Iron Age diagnostic traits if compared with material from the territories of e. g. 
Ammon and Judah. Although some decanters are apparently of a more local type (e. g. with a 

an ovoid body' 006; note, however, that some of these also find parallels in Iron Age IIB-C 

Cisjordan1007), the following more exceptional specimens with straight and concave sides 

will be highlighted here. 

A decanter with straight sides was uncovered by C. -M. Bennett in Trench A. XLVII 1,10 - 
Fig. 90.1008 Similar (but not completely identical) types are attested at 8"'-7`h cent. B. C. Cis- 

(Tel Miqne) and Transjordan (Sahab tomb near Amman) sites. 1009 

N 
Lý 
" M... 

Fig. 90 Water decanters with straight sides. From Umm eI-Biyara (left), from 8`h - 7`h cent. B. C. Sahab tomb 
(center), from Tel Migne/Ekron Str. IC-B (right). 

As M. Oakeshott has pointed out, a variant type of this decanter - also attested at Umm el- 
Biyara - has "concave sides and is noticeably wider at the shoulder than at the carination 

above the basei1010 (fig. 91). Strikingly, this exceptional type has parallels at different 7 h-6th 

1006 This specimen from Umm el-Biyara was encountered by the author at the Kenyon Institute during his visit in 
August 2004. Also see: P. Bienkowski, "The Date of Sedentary Occupation", p. 103, Fig. 11.4: 20. Parallels of 
this type are known from other Edomite sites, e. g. P. Bienkowsky (ed. ), Busayra, p. 329 (Jugs C), Fig. 9.56: 1-4 
with parallels. Also M. Oakeshott, "The Edomite Pottery", pp. 58-59 and Fig. 3: 3; for Tawilan, see: S. Hart, 
"The Pottery", pp. 58-59.253: 1; for Baja III, J. P. Zeitler, "'Edomite Pottery' from the Petra Region", p. 169, 
Fig. 14.2: 1. 
10° E. g. at early 7th cent. B. C. Jerusalem: see: 1. Eshel & K. Prag, ibid, pp. 48-49 Fig. 25: 7-8. Perhaps a similar 
one, but with a more globular shape was uncovered at Beth Shemesh lib (? ) - see: R. Amiran, Ancient Pottery of 
the Holy Land, Pl. 89: 6. 
1008 C. -M. Bennett, "Fouilles", Fig. 3: 6 (from Trench XLVIII 1,10; Reg. No. 209). 
1009 G. L. Harding, "An Iron-Age Tomb at Sahab", QDAP XIII (1948), pp. 92-102, p. 100: 56; S. Gitin, "The 
Neo-Assyrian Empire", Fig. 13: 8. 
1010 Oakeshott, "The Edomite Pottery", p. 61; also: idem: A Study of Iron Age II Pottery from East Jordan, Vol. 
II, Pl. 55: 1. 
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cent. B. C. sites from Judah (e. g at Lachish str. II1011), from Ammon (e. g. the Adoni-Nur 

tombt012 - also see above: ch. 2: 1.4 b) i. ), from Northern Israel and from Syro-Phoenicia. '°13 

Umm el-Biyara1010 Lachish str. II1015 From Adoni Nur tomb1016 From Sidon'01 

Fig. 91 Water decanters with concave sides from different 7"'-6"' cent. late Iron Age sites in the S. Levant. 

2. Flaring rim beaker mugs with single loop handle 

Another diagnostic vessel from the Neo-Assyrian period is the so-called "flaring rim beaker" 

with one large loop handle. This mug appears to have derived its form from the finer "flaring 

rim beaker" without loop handle, a diagnostic "Assyrian Palace Ware" drinking vessel. 1018 

As M. Oakeshott has shown in her extensive study of Edomite pottery, the latter is likewise 

attested at the main Edomite sites, including Umm el-Biyara (also fig. 92): 

"One pottery form stengthens the case for a 7`h century date: the flaring-rim beaker with 

rounded base, which in Palestine first appears in levels associated with an Assyrian 

presence at the end of the 8t' century and in the 7a' century, is known at Buseirah, 

Tawilan and Tell el-Kheleifeh, with a crude version from Umm el-Biyara. "10'9 

(emphasis added) 

1011 See: Lachish V, Fig. 48: 13. 
1012 see PEFA VI (1953), Fig. 22: 102. Another specimen in known from the 6th-th cent. B. C. cemetery at Tall 
al-Mazar, see: K. Yassine, Tell el Mazar I, Fig. 48: 29. 
1013 This type is also attested at Phoenician Sidon (T. 21) as well as at 7`h-6°i cent. Tel `Aural (Tb. 7), Megiddo 
Str. II, Tel Dan Str. II, Tel Milh ca. 600 B. C., Tel Kabri (7th cent. B. C. ) and Tel Qasile Str. VII - see: G. 
Lehmann, Untersuchungen zur späten Eisenzeit in Syrien and Libanon, 1996, type 258, Table 42 and p. 408 
with references. 
1014 After M. Oakeshott, ibid, Vol. 11, Pl. 55: 1. 
1015 After: Y. Aharoni, Lachish V, Pl. 48: 13. 
1016 After: O. Tufnell, "Notes and Comparisons", PEFA VI, Fig. 22: 102. 
101 After, G. Lehmann, Untersuchungen, Table 42: 258/1. 
1018 For an excellent discussion on these vessels and their occurrence at Tall al-Khalayfi and other S. 
Jordanian/Edomite sites: see G. D. Pratico, Excavations at Tell el-Kheletfeh, pp. 41-42. Also see: P. Bienkowski 
(ed. ), Busayra, pp. 282.285 Bowls K. 
1019 M. Oakeshott, "The Edomite Pottery", p. 62. idem, A Study of the Iron Age II Potteryfrom East Jordan, Vol. 
1, pp. 42ff. 
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Although G. Pratico describes the mugs as "Assyrian cups" in his own pottery study of the 

Tall al-Khalayfi excavations'020, this designation is not completely accurate, as these mugs 

are merely local derivations (not even exact imitations of genuine Assyrian flaring rim 
beakers 102 1). None of them are imported (all are locally made), and their finish is even 

coarser than the locally manufactured imitations of the flaring rim beakers. ' 022 This type is 

dated by "Edomite" pottery specialists to the 7`h-6th cent. B. C. in Transjordan, based e. g. on 
inscribed evidence. In Southern Judah (i. e. in the Arad-Beersheba Valley), however, some 
"Edomite" mugs (along with other typical Assyrian/"Edomite" vessels) are attested during 

the Iron Age IIB (mid- late 8th cent. B. C. ) period, i. e. some 30+ years earlier than the earliest 

clearly datable specimens from the Edomite homeland. ' 023 As the mug is believed to have 

originated from Transjordan, not from Judah, and as it had been imitated from genuine 
Assyrian prototypes apparently no earlier than the late 8th - early 7th cent. B. C., this has led 

to a recent controversy over the dating of "Edomite pottery. " For a discussion on dating 

"Edomite" pottery, found at mid- to late 8`1' cent. B. C. Southern Judahite sites, see below 

(Excursus III). 

Regardless of the current dating problems concerning the terminus post quem of "Edomite" 

pottery, the association of the flaring rim beaker mugs with the period of Neo-Assyrian rule, 
is undisputed (for a brief discussion of "Assyrian Palace Ware" and related vessels - also see 

above: ch. 2: 1.4 b) ii). '024 

1020 G. Pratico, ibid, p. 42 and PI. 25-26: 1-5; also J. Ramafuthula, Assyrian Influence upon Palestinian and 
Jordanian Religion, , p. 83 and Fig. 16: a, b. Also: S. Hart, "The Pottery", p. 54. 
1021 As a matter of fact these mugs are unattested in Mesopotamia proper. 
1022 P Bienkpwski, "The Archaeological Evidence from Transjordan", p. 50. 
1023 e. g. at Tel Arad Str. X see: B31 in L. Singer-Avitz, "The Iron Age Pottery Assemblage of Arad", TA 29: 1 
(2002), p. 133 and Fig. 11; at Tel Beersheba Str. II: idem, "Beersheba -A Gateway Community", TA 26: 1 
(1999), (1999), p. 36 and Fig. 10: 23. 
1024 Also R. Amiran, Ancient Pottery of the Holy Land, pp. 291-301. 
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"Assyrian Palace Umm el-Biyara1026 Tawilan1027 
Ware" (crude version) 
From Nimrud1025 

Tall aI-Mazar102R 

W Fig. 92 Flaring rim beakers -genuine Assyrian Palace Ware vessel from Nimrud (1), a crude imitation from 
Edomite Umm el-Biyara (2), a fine "painted" imitation from nearby Edomite Tawilan (3), and a specimen from 
Ammonite Tall al-Mazar (4). 

Flaring rim S-shape body with inverted rim With straight side Carinated 

Fig. 93 Different types of flaring rim beaker mugs and beaker mug with straight sides from Buyara (1), 
Tawilan1029 2), Umm el-Bi ara'o3o 'o3' (y (3), Amman (4) - Examples (1) and (4) after R. E. Hendrix et al. 

Umm el-Biyarat032 Busayra Tawilan Amman 

Fig. 94 Flaring Rim beaker mugs and beaker with straight sides from 7`h -6'h cent. B. C. Transjordanian Edomite 

and Ammonite sites. 

Although all of the mugs are quite similar in form, different types are attested in Transjordan 

(e. g with large flaring rim, some clearly carinated, some with straight sides and flat base, 

others with flaring S-shaped sides and an incurving rim - see different types rig. 93). '033 The 

carinated and the flaring rim specimens are most reminiscent of their Assyrian imitated 

prototypes. Several examples were found at Umm el-Biyara (both with large flaring rims, S- 

shaped sides and inverted rims). Specimens of this mug have been found at many 

1025 After J. Lines, "Late Assyrian Pottery from Nimrud", p. 165 P1. XXXVII: 8. 
I026 After C. -M. Bennett, "Fouilles", Fig. 3: 13. 
1027 After P. Bienkowski, "The Archaeological Evidence from Transjordan", Fig. 9: 21. 
1028 After R. E. Hendrix et al, Ancient Pottery of Transjordan, p. 179, no. 234. 
1029 After P. Bienkowski, "The Archaeological Evidence from Transjordan", Fig. 10: 2. 
1030 From Kenyon Institute, Reg. No. pA XL1X 1.4 (Photo R. Wiskin). 
1031 R. E. Hendrix et al, Ancient Pottery of Transjordan, p. 179 nos. 233-34. 
1032 Specimens from Umm el-Biyara: 1) Reg. No. XLIII 2.7 - Photo: R. Wiskin - Kenyon Institute/Jerusalem; 2) 
from C. -M. Bennett, "Fouilles", Fig. 2 : 3. 
1033 Another variant is the sieve like incense burner type found at different sites, cf discussion by. E. Mazar, 
"Edomite Pottery at the End of the Iron Age", IEJ 35 (1985), p. 261 and Fig. 4: 11-12. 
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Edomite1034 and Ammonite1035 sites in Transjordan, as well as at Negebite sites in 

Cisjordan. '°36 

3. Late Iron Age dipper juglets 

In closing, we would like also to briefly mention the discovery of a greyish cylindrical 
dipper juglet (Reg. No. 191 from Trench pA XLV), which, though less finely manufactured, 

is in some way reminiscent of the specimens found in close association with the bullae at 

Lachish (Str. II) and at the City of David (Str. 10; see: ch. 1: 2.3.4 b) and 2.5.4 b): 

5 

Fig. 95 Typical late Iron Age dipper juglet from Umm el-Biyara (Photo: R. Wiskin; line-drawing after M. 
Oakeshott). 1037 

c) The lack of "Edomite"Painted Pottery at Umm el-Biyara 

Painted "Edomite" pottery (currently termed "Painted Busayra Warei1038) - common at a 

number of Edomite sites (e. g. at Busayra and Tawilan) - is extremely rare at Umm el- 
Biyara. 1039 Pottery expert S. Hart has argued that the virtual absence of painted ware at Umm 

eI-Biyara may hold the key to the chronology of the site, the destruction of which must lie 

near to or only shortly after its introduction at other sites, sometime during the mid-7th cent. 
B. C. 1040 Hart, who "attempted to determine a relative and absolute chronology for Edomite 

potteryi1041 dates the destruction of other Iron Age Edomite sites, where painted pottery has 

1034 E. g" from Busayra: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, Bowls L, p. 285 and Fig. 9.27; ; from Tawilan, S. Hart, 
"The Pottery", p. 54 and Fig. 6.9; From Ghrareh, S. Hart, "Excavations at Ghrareh", Levant XX (1988), Fig. 7: 6, 
etc. For specimens at Tall al-Khalayfi see Pratico n. 102 above. 
1035 E. g. late Iron Age/early Persian Tall al-Umayri, see: L. G. Herr et al (eds. ), MPP 4, Fig. 5.21: 3; also idem, 
MPP 1, fig. 3.24.3. Iron Age tombs from Amman: G. L. Harding, "Two Iron Age Tombs from Amman", QDAP 
XI (1944), p. 70: 19; A. Hadidi, "An Ammonite Tomb at Amman", Levant XIX (1987), p. 103, Fig. 2: 20. 
1036 On mugs from Tel Arad Str. X, Beersheba Str. 11 see above: n. 1022. 
1037 Kenyon Institute: Umm el-Biyara 1965 pA XLV: 191 = C. -M. Bennett, "Fouilles", Fig. 2: 14; M. Oakeshott, 
A Study of the Iron Age II Pottery from East Jordan, Vol. 11, Pl. 58: 5; also see: Vol. 1, p. 98.. 
1038 E. g. P. Bienkowski, "The Archaeological Evidence from Transjordan", p. 51. 
1039 C. -M. Bennett, "Notes and News", PEQ Jul/Dec (1966), p. 124. Some specimens are shown in: M. 
Oakeshott, A Study of the Iron Age II Potteryfrom East Jordan, Vol. 11, Pls. 55: 5-6; 58: 8 and perhaps 56: 2. See 
also Vol. 1, p. 99. 
1040 S. Hart, The Archaeology of the Land of Edom, pp. 81 ff.; idem, "Area D at Buseirah and Edomite 
Chronology", in: S. Bourke and J. -P. Descoeudres (eds. ), Trade, Contact, and the Movement of Peoples in the 
Eastern Mediterranean, pp. 263-264. 
1041 P. Bienkowski, "The Archaeological Evidence from Transjordan", p. 50. 
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been found in larger quantities, between the mid-70i and the late 6th centuries B. C. (e. g. 

Busayra, which according to Hart has stratified decorated pottery vessels in its latest Iron 

Age levels in Area D, while the essentially one period site of Tawilan has painted vessels in 

abundance 1042). The late date for Edomite Tawilan can be based on the discovery of a 

cuneiform tablet issued during the accession year of an Achaemenid king named Darius (i. e. 

"month Addar, 24th day, accession year of Darius, king of the lands. "1043), whom S. Hart 

wishes to equate with Darius 1(521-486 B. C. ). '044 

ý 

Fig. 96 Painted "Edomite"/"Busayra" krater from Kadesh Barnea1041 (1), white burnished "Assyrian" bowl with 
simple lines and decorated sherds from Busayra (2,3), painted & denticulated Edomite ware from Busayra (4) 
(Photos 2-4: R. Wiskin - Courtesy of the Liverpool Museum). 1046 

Elaborate "Edomite" decoration is also found at late Iron Age (late 7`h - early 6th cent. B. C. ) 

levels in the Negeb. In the course of the westward Edomite expansion (i. e. from the Red Sea 

to the Arad-Beersheba Valley and to the Mediterrenean coast) painted Edomite pottery found 

its way to Negebite/S. Judahite sites, e. g. to 'En Hazeva (Str. IV + sanctuary), Horvat 

1042 See: S. Hart, "Area D at Buseirah and Edomite Chronology", pp. 241-264 (esp. p. 264). Idem, "The Pottery", 
p. 56. But in his recent final publication of Busayra, P. Bienkowski argues that due to lack of correlations 
between the excavation areas at Busayra (A-D, H and M), no "overall phasing sequence valid for the whole site" 
is currently possible. Two "stratigraphic datums" were, however, detectable in Areas A-D, a) localized 
fireldestruction and collapse (in the residential and temple area) at the end of integrated Stage 2 (tentatively 
attributed to Nabonidus in 553 B. C. ), and a widespread destruction at the end of integrated Stage 3- including 
Attic imports and possibly Hellenistic black slipped sherds - (presumably early Hellenistic - ca. 300/200 B. C. ). 
See: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, pp. 475-482, and pers. communication with Bienkowski (September 2004). 
Although C. -M. Bennett had already found a typical Persian period cooking pot in Area C, recent work on the 
stratigraphy and pottery by Bienkowski has proved positively that the Phase 4 temple building (a rebuilt of the 
Phase 3 structure) in Area A was in use right down to the late Persian or early Hellenistic period, proved by the 
discovery of two imported Attic (late 4 th cent. B. C. ): P. Bienkoswki, "New Evidence from Edom in the Neo- 
Babylonian and Persian Period", in: J. A. Dearman & M. P. Graham, The Land that I Will Show You, pp. 200- 
206. For the Persian period cooking pot discovered by C. -M. Bennett, see her: "Excavations at Buseirah, 
Southern Jordan, 1974", Levant IX (1977), pp. 7-9, Fig. 5: 1201. 
1043 S. Dailey, "The Cuneiform Tablet", in: C. -M. Bennett & P. Bienkowski (eds. ), Excavations at Tawilan, pp. 
67-68. 
1044 S. Hart, The Archaeology of the Land of Edom, pp. 58ff.; idem, "Area D at Buseirah", p. 259, and pers. 
communication - May 2004. Hart does agree, however, that a later Darius, Darius II or even III cannot be 
categorically dismissed. Hart's chronology is essentially followed by E. Stern, The Archaeology of the Land of 
the Bible, pp. 288ff. Similar views have also been expressed by other scholars, e. g. by E. Mazar, "Edomite 
Pottery at the End of the Iron Age", pp. 264ff.. 
1045 After R. Cohen, "Kadesh Barnea", NEAEHL, Vol. 3, p. 846. 
1046 The author wishes to thank P. Bienkowski for his permission to visit the Busayra collection of the Liverpool 
Museum and for the kind assistence granted by G. Brown during the visit in late August 2002. 
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Qitmit, Aro'er (Str. II), Tel Malhata (Period C- destr. level), Tel 'Ira (Str. VI), Tel Masos, 

Tel Haror, Tel Sera (str. V-IV) and Kadesh Bamea (Upper Fortress), where such pottery is 

indeed attested. 1047 At Aro'er1048 and Kadesh Barnea1049 "Edomite" painted ware (in the very 

latest Iron Age levels) succeeds unpainted "Edomite" ware. ' 050 

If Hart's pottery sequence were to be accepted, the consequences for Umm el-Biyara would 
indeed be that it had been only briefly inhabited ca. 670 B. C., as its almost complete lack of 

painted vessels would indicate a terminal phase for this essentially one-period site before the 

major introduction of this pottery at other sites. According to S. Hart, its foundation should 
be dated ca. 670 B. C. in accordance with the identification of the seal owner of the bulla 

(discussed here) with king Qausgabr of Edom attested in the royal annals of Esarhaddon and 
Ashurbanipal (673 and 667 B. C. respectively). '05' 

As P. Bienkowski has argued, however, Hart's system is not without problems. Although the 

virtual absence of painted pottery at Umm el-Biyara could be explained chronologically, it 

must be noted that surveys untertaken at similar sites within the Petra region, also built on 

nearly inaccessible rocky summits (e. g. es-Sadeh and Baja III), have also yielded a low 

percentage of painted pottery. ' 052 Hence, rather, "a difference based on site location is a 

possibilityi1053 too (emphasis added). 

104' On the interpretation of Edomite expansion, either militarily or peacefully, see e. g.: J. Bartlett, Edom and 
Edomites, pp. 142-143; I. Beit-Arieh, "New Data on the Relationship between Judah and Edom toward the End 
of the Iorn Age", AASOR 49 (1989), pp. 125-131; P. Bienkowski and L. Sedman, "Busasyra and Judah: Stylistic 
Parallels in the Material Culture", esp. pp. 318-322; P. Bienkowski & E. van der Steen, "Tribes, Trade, and 
Towns", pp. 21-47. 
1048 e. g. A. Biran, "Aroer (in Judah)", in: NEAEHL Vol. 1, p. 91. Also A. Biran & R. Cohen, "Aroer in the 
Negev", EI 15 (1981), pp. 250-73 (Hebrew), p. 84* (English), Levels II-I, Pl. 14. 
1049 E. g. R. Cohen, Kadesh Barnes", in: NEAEHL Vol. 3, pp. 844-846. Also idem, Kadesh Barnea: A Fortress 

from the Time of the Judaean Kingdom, Israel Museum Catalogue 233, Jerusalem, 1983 (not available to this 
author). 
1050 Whereas in Aroer Str. III unpainted ware is attested, painted ware is attested in Str. II. Likewise at Kadesh 
Barnea painted ware was found in the destruction level of the latest Iron Age IIC fortification, which is believed 
to have terminated with the Babylonian conquest. 
1°51 C: M. Bennett also believed that the uniformity of pottery evidence together with the small finds from Umm 
el-Biyara pointed to a limited time frame for the site's occupation, i. e. within the first half of the 7th cent. B. C. 
See her: "Fouilles", p. 402. 
1052 P Bienkowski, "The Edomites: The Archaeological Evidence", pp. 52.56. However, in a recent survey at 
Ba'ja III, 18.91% of the sherds were decorated, in contrast to earlier surveys which produced no decorated 
sherds. Nonetheless no less than 16.31% of these decorated sherds are grooved body sherds. "Edomite-band- 
painted" samples still appear to have been rare and were found only locally in Area A: 3-4. See: H: D. Bienert et 
al., "Baja III: Archäologie einer Landschaft in Jordanien", pp. 169-171 + Tb. 7. At es-Sadeh some vessels show 
a simple decoration with "parallel, horizontal bands of medium to dark brown paint. " J. P. Zeitler, "'Edomite' 
Pottery from the Petra Region", pp. 171-172. Similarly at Umm el-Biyara, the painted pottery "was almost 
invariably by two parallel bands of black paint with an intervening white band" - C. -M. Bennett, "Notes and 
News", p. 124. 
loss P. Bienkowski, ibid, p. 52. 
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Also the Tawilan cuneiform tablet is not securely datable, neither stratigraphically nor in 

terms of absolute dates. As it was retrieved from a post-destruction fill accumulation deposit 

at Tawilan (Area II), it postdates the Iron Age Edomite occupation. Hence its stratified 

position remains unclear. Whether the king Darius mentioned in the cuneiform text is really 
Darius I cannot be established with certainty. In fact, as I. Ephal has argued, the title "King 

of the Lands" is unusual for the early years of Darius I (accession year 521 B. C. ), and may 

well favour Darius II (accession year 423 B. C.; less likely so Darius III - 335 B. C. ) 

instead. '054 Also, the tablet could have reached Tawilan - under whatever circumstances - 
long after the Iron Age settlement had been abandoned. Alternatively, late Iron Age Tawilan 

may have existed at least until 400 B. C. '°55 

More recent evidence also seems to contradict S. Hart's pottery sequence. In his recent final 

publication of the Busayra excavations, P. Bienkowski argues that painted pottery from the 3 

stratified phases in Area C (albeit "a small sample size") spans the entire period, starting 

with the earliest Phase 2 (ca. 700 B. C. ) right down to the end of the Iron Age/Persian period 
(ca. 300/200 B. C. ). 1056 This picture is now also supported by evidence from Judahite sites in 

the Arad-Beersheba Valley, where recently, small quantities of unpainted and painted 
"Edomite" pottery have been located in the pottery assemblages of mid-late 8`h cent. B. C. Tel 

Arad (Str. X-VIII), Tel Beersheba (Str. III/II) and Tel °Ira (Str. VII). According to the 

accepted scheme, these strata appear to predate Umm el-Biyara by some 50 years or more 
(for more details see below: Excursus III). 

Therefore, if it can be ascertained that "Edomite" painted pottery existed at least 

contemporary with (or even before) the occupation of Umm el-Biyara, its absence at Umm 

el-Biyara can no longer be used to date its terminal phase during the mid-7`h cent. B. C. 

1054 See I. Ephal, "Syria-Palestine under Achaemenid Rule", in Cambridge Ancient History Vol IV, pp. 139-64, 
esp. 151 n. 30. But as S. Dailey has argued, the use of this title (if correctly utilized by the ancient scribes of 
Han-an where the tablet was issued) implies western conquests, "and is difficult to justify so early in the reign of 
any of these kings [i. e. Darius I, II and III]. " Hence, Darius I still seems possible. S. Dailey, "The Cuneiform 
Tablet", p. 67. Similar views have recently been expressed e. g. by R. Zadok, "A prosopography of Samaria and 
Edom/Idumea", p. 788, who suggests that the absence of sealings could support a date early during the 
Achaemenid Period, i. e. Darius I. 
1055 P. Bienkowski has recently suggested even lower dates for the terminal phase of Tawilan in line with new 
evidence from Phase 4 in Area C at Busayra, which due to the discovery of two imported Attic sherds, must 
have been occupied at least until the late 4`h cent. B. C., i. e. the end of the Achaemenid Period. As "Edomite" 
painted pottery was found alongside unpainted pottery also in this Phase, this may well have consequences for 
other Edomite sites such as Tawilan as well. The same may be true for Tall al-Khalayfi, see: P. Bienkowski, 
"New Evidence on Edom", pp. 209ff. 
1056 P. Bienkowski, Busayra, pp. 350-51 and ch. 6, pp. 199-200 and Figs. 6.5,6.7-12,6.14-16 with Table 14.1. 
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Additional finds from Umm el-Biyara also appear to confirm that the site was inhabited 

during the 7th cent. and probably also during the first half of the 6th cent. B. C. (see below). 

d) Some Additional Finds from Umm el-Biyara'°57 

i. A late Iron Age "Inscribed Judahite Weight" 

A stratified "Inscribed Judahite Weight" was recovered from Umm el-Biyara Trench A. 

XXI: it contains the hieratic symbol for "shekel" + the numeral "4. i1058 Its weight is 42,46gr. 

This find is chronologically significant as these inscribed Judahite weights belong 

predominantly to Iron Age IIC 7th - early 6th cent. B. C. strata in Judah, i. e. to the end of the 

Judahite Monarchy Period (for the significance of these at Judahite sites see also: ch. 1: 2.2.4 

b) ii1059). Although a few weights are attested in Iron Age IIB Strata in Judah (usually dated 

to the end of the 80i cent. B. C. ), most by far were undisputably found in Iron Age IIC 

levels. 1060 This being so, its occurrence at "Edomite" (i. e. foreign) Umm el-Biyara - which is 

dated independently by inscribed evidence (the Qausgabr bulla) to the 7th cent. B. C. - yields 

additional support to the contemporaneity of late Iron Age sites in Edom with Iron Age IIC 

sites in Judah. 

ii. A late Iron Age Cosmetic Palette 

A flat polished limestone cosmetic palette (height: 9cm, width: 5,8cm at bottom/4,8cm at 

shoulders, thickness: 2,3cm)1061 was found in Umm el-Biyara Trench A. XLIV. 1062 This 

object was "probably used to mix paints and powders. i1063 A crudely carved human face 

(presumably of a North Phoenician goddess1064) can be seen on the top front side of the 

palette, the back of which shows a feathery headdress. The whole of the elongated part of the 

1057 Only three finds have been singled out for special mention. Another interesting find is the late Iron Age 
fragmentary ostracon (apparently recording the delivery of olive oil rations), cf. Bennett, "Fouilles", pp. 398-99; 
J. Bartlett, Edom and the Edomites, p. 215 etc. 
105s See C. M. Bennett, "Fouilles", pp. 395-396 and Pl. XXIVb. J. Bartlett questions the Judahite origin of this 
inscribed weight, but provides no cogent reasons to the contrary. Clearly this type is widely attested in Judah and 
not so - as would otherwise have to be expected - in Transjordan. See J. Bartlett, ibid. p. 227. 
'059 E. g. at Beth-Zur; at Tel Goren (ch. 1, Excursus I), but also (though not listed in this thesis) in Loc. 3 of 
Lachish Str. II in association with the bullae hoard. 
1060 Also per. communication with R. Kletter - June 2004, who argues: "The incribed Judean weights are mostly 
7th century till 586 B. C.; with very few from late 8th c. context. Theoretically one can assume a certain 
continuation, say a few years after the end of Judah. The Babylonian period (6th century) is a sort of "dark" 
age. " (emphasis by this author). Also see Kletter's very detailed monograph on this topic: Economic Keystones. 
Also see: E. Stern, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 189ff. 
1061 C: M. Bennett, ibid, pp. 396-398 and Pl. XXXIII. 
'062 C: M. Bennett, ibid; idem, "A Cosmetic Palette from Umm el-Biyara", Antiquity 41 (1967), pp. 197-201. 
1063 E. Stern, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, p. 95 etc. 
'064 Ibid, p. 95. 
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palette is - on both sides - embraced by engraved circles with central dots. Some 13 parallels 

of this type of palette are currently known, most of which belong to private collections and 

museums. 1065 Besides the one from Umm el-Biyara, some (mostly from Jordan) were legally 

excavated (from Edom: at Ghrareh1066 and Tawilan1067; from Ammon and Moab: at the 

Amman Citadel and at Kerak106S). The only known specimen from Israel to date has recently 

come to light in an Iron Age II tomb at Jezreel. 1069 The heads (with simple designs of eyes, 

nose, mouth and chin) on these palettes are usually depicted with the same feathery 

headdress and necklace. 1070 The decoration recalls the iconography found on some of the 

decorated Red Sea tridacna squamosa shell objects found throughout the Levant, 

Mesopotamia (at e. g. Nimrud, Sippar, Babylon and Assur), Egypt (e. g. Daphne and 
Naukratis) etc. 1071 A Syro-Phoenician origin for both the palettes and the carved tridacna 

shells has been suggested by some. 1072 These items have been almost unanimously dated to 

the Neo-Assyrian rule of the Levant - especially so to the 7th cent. B. C. 1073 As for the 

manufacture of the engraved tridacna squamose shells, this date has been recently 

questioned by B. Brandl. 1°74 According to him stratified specimens all appear to support a 

slightly later date between 630-580 B. C., that is after the withdrawal of the Assyrians from 

the Levant. '°75 In fact he suggests, that "the Assyrian withdrawal stimulated the beginning of 

1065 See: D. S. Reese & C. Sense, "Additional Unpublished Engraved Tridacna and Andara Shells", JNES 63: 1 
(2004), p. 41. For a list with references see: C: M. Bennett & P. Bienkowski (eds. ), Excavations at Tawilan, p. 
85. 
'°66 S. Hart, "Excavations at Ghrareh, 1986", Levant XX (1988), pp. 96-97, Fig. 8 A+B. 
1067 C. -M. Bennett & P. Bienkowski (eds. ), Excavations at Tawilan, pp. 85 and fig. 9.15: 1. 
1°68 Already C: M. Bennett, "Fouilles", p. 397; idem, "A Cosmetic Palette from Umm el-Biyara", Antiquity 41 
(1967), pp. 197-201. These are currently housed at the Archaeological Museum of Amman. One of these items 
is shown in: E. Stern, ibid, p. 96 Fig. 1.51. Also see: C. Sease & D. S. Reese, "An Unpublished Stone Palette", 
JNES 53 (1994), pp. 285-294; B. Routledge, "Mesopotamian ̀ Influence' in Iron Age Jordan", p. 38. 
1069 D. Ussishkin & J. Woodhead, "Excavations at Tel Jezreel 1994-1996: Third Preliminary Report", TA 24 :1 
(1997), pp. 33-34 and Fig. 27. 
1070 C: M. Bennett & P. Bienkowski (eds. ), idem, p. 85. 
107' Examples in C. -M. Bennett, "Fouilles", pp. 397£; R. A. Stucky, "The Engraved Tridacna Shells", Dedalo 19 
(1974), pp. 1-17; B. Brandl, "The Engraved Tridacna Shell Discs", Anatolian Studies 24 (1984), pp. 15-24; B. 
Brandl, "Two Engraved Tridacna Shells from Tell Miqne-Ekron", BASOR 323 (2001), pp. 49-62. D. S. Reese & 
C. Sease, "Additional Unpublished Engraved Tridacna and Andara Shells", JNES 63: 1 (2004), pp. 29-41. Also 
see: O. Keel & Chr. Uehlinger, GGG, pp. 395-396 and Fig. 337a+b. Such decorated tridacna shells have also 
been found at Jerusalem, Arad and near Bethlehem. 
1072 E. F. Poulsen, Der Orient and die E. g. frühgriechische Kunst, Teubner, Leipzig, 1912. C. -M. Bennett, "A 
Cosmetic Palette", pp. 197-201. For a summary see: e. g. E. Stem, The Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 
95ff. Bienkowski has questioned a Phoenician origin for the palettes as 8 out of 5 specimens come from 
Transjordan. Nonetheless, if it can be established with some certainty that the tridacna shells indeed were carved 
by Phoenician artists, the same may be true for the palettes, or - as seems also possible - the palettes could be 
locally made (crude) copies of Phoenician prototypes. See: C: M. Bennett & P. Bienkowski (eds. ), Excavations 
at Tawilan, p. 85. A Jordanian origin has also been suggested by B. Routledge, ibid, pp. 37-38. 
1073 O. Keel and Chr. Uehlinger used the term "assyrisierende syro-phönizische Ikonographie" in their discussion 
on the tridacna shells, in order to capture the whole range of aspects on origin and date of these objects, see 
their: GGG, p. 395. 
1°74 B. Brandl, "Two Engraved Tridacna Shells", pp. 49-62. 
1075 Specimens were found at Cyrene in the first Greek settlement (631/0-580 B. C. ), at Naukratis (ca. 630/25 
B. C. ), at Samos (650-620 B. C. ), at Tel Arad (Str. VII - Room 779 i. e. the Elyashib Room - ca. 640-610 B. C. ), 
at Nimrud (SE Palace - restoration by Ashur-etel-ilani in ca. 625 B. C.? ), at Assur (in late or even post-Assyrian 
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the Tridacna industry". 1076 A similar view has been expressed recently by P. J. James, who 

suggests a link with the Phoenician industry of traders/manufacturers at Egyptian Naukratis, 

which he dates to the reigns of Psamtek II and Apries (595-570 B. C. ). 1077 If warranted, this 

could suggest that Umm el-Biyara was still in existence as late as 630-580/70 B. C. 1078 A 

possibly even later date seems to be suggested by the next and final small find which we 

wish to discuss here. 

Fig. 97 Cosmetic palettes from Umm el-Biyara and Amman (Jordan), and tridacna squamosa shell from Tell 
Sekin (Syria). 1079 

iii. A "Neo-Babylonian" Bulla 

A bulla with three seal impressions was uncovered in Trench p. A XLVII 
. 1.10 during the 

1965 excavations. This object was discovered by the present author during his visit to the 
Umm el-Biyara collection housed at the Kenyon Institute (formerly the British School of 
Archaeology) in Jerusalem on August 7,2004. The file card (Manchester University) to this 
hitherto unpublished bulla states that the impression had been found in a localised burnt level 

house near Gurgurri Gate ca. 600 B. C. ), at Babylon (the Marduk Temple on a "Nebukadnezzar floor") and at 
Warka (Neo-Babylonian period). For a list with relevant references: see B. Brandl, ibid, pp. 58-59. 
1076 Idem, p. 60. 
1077 P. J. James, "Naukratis Revisited" in: Hyperboreus: Studia Classica 9: 2 (2003), pp. 237-264. James, whose 
redating of the Greek Naucratis to the early years of Pharaoh Amasis (ca. 570-565 B. C. ) is based on historical 
information from Herodotus (2.178), lowers the dates of the pre-Greek, Phoenician settlement (as well as the 
so-called Scarab factory) to the reign of Psamtek 11 and Apries accordingly. 
1078 Such a late date is not contradicted by the chronological evidence of the stratified y pieces: the destuction of 
both Tawilan and Ghrareh has been dated to the 6`h cent. B. C. or even later. 
1079 After: C. -M. Bennett, "Neo-Assyrian Influence in Transjordan", in: A. Hadidi (ed. ), SHAJ 1 (1982), p. 184, 
Fig. 3b; after: E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, p. 96, Fig. 1.51; after: D. S. Reese & C. Sease, 
"Additional Unpublished Engraved Tridacna and Andare Shells", p. 33, Figs. 2 and 4. 
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underneath a level of collapsed stones, and almost directly on top of the bedrock. It was 
found together with 3 loomweights, a spindle whorl, an incomplete jug and a shell. '080 

Although the original excavator suggested that the seal impression depicted an inscription 

with numerals, this author is of the opinion that a different interpretation makes better sense 

of what can be seen, the details of which have been reproduced in figs. 98 and 99. 

Fig. 98 Bulla with three "Neo-Babylonian" seal impressions from Umm el-Biyara. Front (I) and Back (2) 
(Photos: R. Wiskin; Courtesy of the Kenyon Institute - Jerusalem). 

Fig. 99 Single seal impression of bulla with suggested reconstruction (left); line-drawing based on all three 
impressions (right) (line-drawing by the author). 

The complete bulla is 30mm long1081 and 21 mm wide. The verso of the bulla (fig. 98) shows 

the imprints of tissue, possibly those of a piece of cloth, which it seems had been placed over 

the rim and pulled tight across the neck and shoulder of a vessel (possibly used for fiscal 

purposes). 1082 

1080 The author is grateful for these informations provided to him by Mrs. K. Baxter (University Museum of 
Manchester). 
1081 The remeasurement taken by the author corresponds with the measurement given on the registration card of 
the excavation team. 
1082 This method of sealing is discussed e. g. by S. Herbordt, Neuassyrische Glyptik des 8. -7. Jh. v. Chr., pp. 59- 
60 and Figs. 7: 4; 8. It may also have served as a sealing for a sack/bag (Herbordt: type 2), but according to 
Herbordt's description these types of bullae tend to be round or oval, while the rear side of these usually shows 
imprints of multiple folds, which is not likely to be the case here. Herbordt's Fig. 8 shows clear similarities with 
the Umm el-Biyara type of bulla. 
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The seal which impressed the bulla seems to have had a rectangular form with smoothly 

rounded corners. The shape of the original seal seems to have been tabloid. '083 

The impression shows three signs which are of very simple design. On the left a vertical 

stoke mounted by a triangular head can be seen, to the right of which two parallel vertical 
lines are depicted. Although the triangular head does not appear to be closed on the left side, 

study of the original, multiple photos and of a soft Plasticine impression made of the original 

object, shows faint traces of a closing line. Apparently the left side was carved very near to, 

or even on, the outer edge of the seal (which is evident from all three impressions on the 

bulla), which may have either been very worn, due to frequent use, or may not have been 

engraved properly from the beginning. 

If - as seems likely - the first sign represents a pole mounted by a triangular head, this may 
be easily interpreted as the symbol of the Neo-Babylonian god Marduk, the supreme Patron 

deity of the City of Babylon. This sign represents a spade or hoe, the so-called marru. '084 

The two simple vertical lines to the right can then be easily recognized as the double stylus 

symbol representing his divine son, the Neo-Babylonian scribal god Nabu. 1085 Both signs 

are frequently seen on more elaborately carved Neo-Babylonian (often chalcedony) seals 
depicting worshippers or priests standing in front of the symbols of Marduk and Nabu, often 

mounted on a pedestal (cf. examples fig. 100 a. -d. ). Such seals have been unearthed in great 

quantities across the Middle East including the Southern Levant, and were found both in 

Babylonian as well as Persian period strata. 1086 The simpler design, which depicts only the 

symbols of the state gods - as shown here - is also attested (fig. 101 b. ). 1087 Its attribution 

especially to the Neo-Babylonian period has been confirmed to this author by several Neo- 

Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian seal experts. Iconography specialist A. Gillibert1088 of the 

University of Berlin states that: 

1083 This was suggested to the present author by D. Collon. Also see: L. Jakob-Rost, Die Stempelsiegel im 
Vorderasiatischen Museum, No. 260 and L. Legrain, The Culture of the Babylonians, Philadelphia, 1925, No. 
705. These references were kindly provided by Dr. D. Collon. 
1084 Possibly due to agricularal associations for this deity - see: e. g. J. Black & A. Green, Gods, Demons and 
Symbols of Ancient Mesopotamia, p. 168; T. Abusch, "Marduk", in: K. van der Toorn et al. (eds. ), Dictionary of 
Deities and Demons in the Bible, 19992, pp. 543-549. 
loss J. Black & A. Green, ibid, p. 185. A. R. Millard, "Nabu", in: K. van der loom et al (eds. ), Dictionary of 
Deities and Demons in the Bible, pp. 607-610. 
1086 Several were found in Jordan, e. g. in the Tall al-Mazar cemetery, the Adoni-Nur tomb or in Israel e. g. at Tel 
Goren. For references on these finds see e. g. ch. 1: 1.1.5 a); ch. 2: 1.4 b) iii. 
1087 Often (not always! ) the simple signs of Marduk and Nabu are mounted on a single or double line. It cannot 
be excluded that this was also the case on the original seal, which impressed our bulls. As the impressions are 
blurred, it is difficult to tell whether or not such a base was originally depicted. 
loss A. Gillibert has worked on precisely this type of seals for the forthcoming volume: Iconography of Deities 
and Demons in the Biblical World designed as a companion to the Dictionary of Deities and Demons in the 
Bible, edited by B. Becking, P. van der Horst and K. van der Toorn (1996,21999). The new dictionary is 
currently being edited by J. Eggler et al. 
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"Spade and stylus without worshipper indeed are attested iconographically, which I 

would clearly date to the Neo-Babylonian period. " 1089 (emphasis added) 

Fig. 100 a: d. Examples of stamp seals with the traditional Neo-Babylonian scene: worshipper in front of base 

with divine symbols of Marduk and Nabu from the Vorderasiatisches Museum in Berlin. '090 

Fig. 101 a. -c. Neo-Babylonian stamp seals with the Marduk and Nabu symbols (partly together with other 
divine symbols). 1091 

D. Collon (British Museum - London) argues that though the Babylonian divine symbols 

were popular in 8`h cent. B. C. Assyria as well, its standard use (particularly on chalcedony 

stamp seals) is characteristic especially of the Neo-Babylonian Period (late 7th-6`h cent. 
B. C. ). 1092 S. Herbordt (Leipzig University) indicates likewise that the impressions appear to 

be Neo-Babylonian, but it would be more difficult to assign them to a specific date within 

the late 7`h-6th cent. B. C., as datable Neo-Babylonian finds (i. e. impressions on datable 

cuneiform tablets) are scarce for the late 7`h cent. B. C. '093 

All these experts agree that the style is crude and that the seal which impressed the bulla was 

most likely a pheripheral imitation of Neo-Babylonian official standard prototypes, which in 

many cases have drilled holes rather than simple carving. 1094 

As we can see from the examples shown in fig. 100 a. and d. and fig. 101 a., however, 

specimens with carved divine symbols are also attested even in the Babylonian homeland. 

1089 Personal communication - September/October 2004. 
1090 Figs. 100 a-d. L. Jakob-Rost, Die Stempelsiegel, 1975, Table 12: 264 (VA 7745 - Babylon). 270 (VA 880 - 
unprovenanced); 13: 301 (VA 10369 - unprovenanced), 330 (VA 2035 - unprovenanced); 15: 390 (VA 11180 - 
unprovenanced). 391 (VA Bab. 2383, Babylon, Merkei). 392 (VA 1668 - Babylon, Ishtar-Gate). 
'09 Fig. 101 a: c.: See previous footnote for references. Other examples with the representation of the symbol 
divine symbols: D. Collon, Catalogue of the Western Asiatic Seals in the British Museum, Cylinder Seals, Vol. V 
- Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian Periods, London, 2001, nos. 264-266.268, the closest of which are 265 
(from Nimrud) and 268 (unprovenanced); also L. Legrain, The Culture of the Babylonians, no. 637. These 
references were kindly provided by Dr. D. Collon. 
'092 Pers. Communication - October 2004. 
1093 Pers. Communication - October 2004. 
1094 Also L. Jakob-Rost, Die Stempelsiegel im Vorderasiatischen Museum, 64ff. 
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If, as seems indicated, the Umm el-Biyara bulla belongs to the Neo-Babylonian period, the 

discovery of the bulla will undoubtedly have important consequences for dating the terminal 

phase of the Iron Age settlement of Umm el-Biyara (see below). No date earlier than 605 

B. C. - probably later - for its destruction phase therefore appears likely. 

c) Evidence of Foreign Occupation/Destruction 

Umm el-Biyara was destroyed through conflagration, evidence of which was traceable in the 

main area of the site. 1095 This may or may not be evidence of foreign destruction. If our Neo- 

Babylonian interpretation of the bulla discussed above is correct, however, the site probably 
did not terminate before the Neo-Babylonian period, i. e. 605-539 B. C. Notably the bulla was 
found in the burned debris and itself shows traces of burning and as such must predate the 

conflagration, i. e. the destruction phase of the main Iron Age occupation of Umm el-Biyara. 

The latter days of Umm el-Biyara therefore seem to have overlapped with Babylonian rule in 

the Southern Levant (for a tentative reconstruction - see below). 

While studying the small finds from the Umm el-Biyara excavations at the Kenyon Institute, 

this author discovered a broken socketed bronze trilobite, or so-called "Scythian", arrowhead 
(with hollow tang). 1096 This type, when found in late Iron Age levels (late 7th- mid 6th cent. 
B. C. ) in the Southern Levant, is normally associated with the invading Neo-Babylonian 

armies1097, although their use during the subsequent Achaemenid period in all parts of the 
Persian empire and beyond is well attested. 1098 Unfortunately this arrowhead was not 

recorded in context and has no registration number. Along with five other arrowheads (one 

of which is also trilobite) it is, however, shown in the preliminary excavation report 
published by C. -M. Bennett, which confirms that it was found at the site. Nothing more is 

1095 Eg. C: M. Bennett, "Fouilles", pp. 381f. ; P. Bienkowski, "Umm el-Biyara", in: NEAEHL Vol. 4, pp. 1488- 
1490; idem, "New Evidence on Edom", p. 211 Traces of this fire were also seen on some of the pottery vessels 
seen by the author at the Kenyon Institute, as well as on the "Neo-Babylonian" bulla, discussed above (visit: 
August 2004). 
'096 Its current hight is 2,3 cm and the diameter of the hollow tang is 0,3cm. The max. width of the blades could 
not be measured as they are only partly preserved. 
'°9' Such arrowheads were found at Jerusalem (City of David, Jewish Quarter etc. ), at Tel Goren/En-Gedi, in the 
Babylonian - Persian Period Str. II at Tel en-Nasbeh, but also in the tomb of Adoni-Nur discussed in ch. 2, etc. 
1098 E. Stern, Material Culture of the Land of the Bible, pp. 154-157; idem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible. 
pp. 309f., 532. Stern argues that "it can be assumed that these arrowheads are indeed of Scythian origin, and 
subsequently spread to the Babylonian and Persian armies, and only later did they reach the Greeks. " Also see: J. 
Zorn, "Tell en-Nasbeh and the Problem of the Material Culture of the Sixth Century", pp. 439f.; Y. Aharoni, 
Lachish V, p. 80 and Pl. 36: 15 (unstr. ). 
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known about this object. Precisely such arrowheads were also unearthed at Edomite Tawilan 

and Busayra. 1099 

Historically, the destruction of the Iron Age II site has been attributed to the Babylonians, 

and in the light of a recently discovered Neo-Babylonian war relief on the steep cliffs of 
Sela` (near at-Tafilah on the King's Highway, some 3km NW of Busayra), dated in all 

probability to the reign of king Nabonidus1100, it seems likely that the kingdom of Edom was 

conquered by the Babylonians during the latter's campain in 553/552 B. C., when this 
Babylonian monarch marched to Tayma in northern Arabia. 1101 This indeed may be 

supported by a very fragmentary text in the Nabonidus Chronicle. For the 3`d year of this 

monarch, it is stated that: 

"... In the month Kislimu, the king [mustered? ] his army [and ...... ] and to Nabü, Bel- 

ddn, brother [......... ] of Amurru, to [...... ] he/they encamped [against? the land' 102 

of E]dom. 103 [.... .. ] the large armies [...... ... the g]ate of the city Rugdini 

(Sindini? ) [............ he ki]Iled him [............ ]x[............ ] his army. 99104 

Although it is assumed that Edom was annexed to Babylon at this time (as Judah had been in 

586 and seemingly Ammon and Moab in 582/1 B. C. respectively) - and some archaeological 

evidence at the main Edomite site of Busayra may well support this conclusion"05 - we do 

not actually possess inscribed evidence to prove this. Nevertheless A. Lemaire has recently 
listed some important arguments in favour of this view. 1106 

1°99 E. g. C. -M. Bennett & P. Bienkowski (eds. ), Excavations at Tawilan, pp. 82f. and P. Bienkowski (ed. ), 
Busayra, pp. 419-421. Our arrowhead resembles the specimen shown in the line-drawing on p. 419, P1.10.213 
Reg. 271. 
1100 S. Dailey & A. Goguel, "The Sela' Sculpture", ADAJ 41 (1997), pp. 169-176. Also see : F. Zayadine, "Le 
relief n6o-babylonien ii Sela° pros de Tafeleh : Interpr6tation historique", Syria 76 (1999), pp. 83-90. 
1101 E. g. P. Bienkowski, "New Evidence on Edom", p. 211; idem "The Edomites: The Archaeological Evidence", 

60; idem (ed. ), Busayra, p. 477 etc. 
1102 May also read City of Edom - believed to be by some the city of Busayra: see e. g. Bartlett, Edom and the 
Edomites, pp. 157-161. Also P. Bienkowski, Busayra, pp. 478-479. 
1103 An alternative reading would be Duma in Arabia, but as Smith has shown long ago this site would be too far 
east if Nabonidus was en route to Tayma, see: S. Smith, Isaiah Chaoters XL-L V. " Literary Criticism and History, 
Schweich Lectures, 1940, London, 1944, pp. 37-38.139-140. n. 86-87 (not available to this author) as per 
Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, p. 478. 
1104 P. A. Beaulieu, The Reign of Nabonidus, p. 166. Also see: J. Lindsay, "The Babylonian Kings and Edom", 
PEQ (Jan-Jun 1976), pp. 33ff.; P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, pp. 477-478. 
1105 Localised evidence of (willful? ) burning was found in the temple and palace building at the end of Integrated 
Stage 2, which has been tentatively equated by P. Bienkowski with the destruction of Busayra by the army of 
Nabonidus - see e. g. P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, e. g. Table 14.1 and pp. 477ff. 
1106 E. g. A. Lemaire, "Nabonidus in Arabia and Judah in the Neo-Babylonian Period" in: O. Lipschits & J. 
Blenkinsopp (eds. ), Judah and the Judeans in the Neo-Babylonian Period, pp. 285-298. Also see his : "Les 
transformations politiques et culturelles de la Transjordanie au Vie siocle av. J. C. ", Trans. 8 (1994), pp. 13-14. 
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As is clearly attested on his Harran stela, Nabonidus indeed left Babylon to sojourn in 

Tayma for a period of some 10 years. ' 107 The discovery of the war relief at Selac (referred to 

above) probably depicts the standing figure of king Nabonidus as has been cogently argued 
in a study by S. Dailey and A. Goguel. 108 Lemaire suggests that the relief commemorated 
the main battle against Edom, which he believes took place near the strategic site of Sela`, 

where during the days of king Amaziah (796-767 B. C. ) another important war had been 

fought (2Kgs. 14: 7; 2Chr. 25,11-12). 109 The recent publication of North-Arabian or 
Taymanite graffiti from the region of Rum (SW of Tayma) has brought to light two 
inscriptions which refer directly to king Nabonidus and his servants. It appears likely that 

these had been inscribed by the king's officials during the 6th cent. B. C. 110 

According to Lemaire, Nabonidus' move to Tayma would consequenty imply the demise of 

the Edomite monarchy: 

"Whatever the reasons, the successful takeover of North Arabia was a great 

achievement, and the move to Tema meant the disappearance of the kingdom of Edom, 

the probable integration of its territory within greater Arabia with its captital at Tema, 

and a firmer Neo-Babylonian control of Southern Palestine, not to speak of the 
introduction of Aramaic in Arabia. """ (emphasis by this author) 

Lemaire argues that the integration of Edom into Arabia is supported by biblical as well as 
epigraphic evidence. Not only do canonical and pseudepigraphal traditions remind us of the 
Edomite support given to Nebuchadnezzar at the time of Judah's fall and the subsequent 
hatred expressed in numerous prophetic maledictions, classical sources also suggest that no 

107 Also see: P. A. Beaulieu, The Reign ofNabonidus, pp. 149-185; ANET 562. 
1108 S. Dailey & A. Goguel, "The Sela° Sculpture" pp. 169-176. Based on the direct study by A. Goguel, S. 
Dailey compares the standing figure of the king (facing right) and the 3 divine symbols (moon disk, winged sun 
disk and sun or star disk; rather than 5 to 8 symbols as depicted on Assyrian reliefs), the long staff touching the 
ground (rather than the usual short mace shown on Assyrian reliefs), and the pointed conical head gear (like the 
one worn by Nebuchadnezzar at the Wadi Brisa, but unlike the ones depicted on earlier Babylonian and 
Assyrian as well as later Achaemenid reliefs), which matches precisely the depiction of Nabonidus on his 
Han-an stelae. Even the Wadi Brisa rock reliefs of Nebuchadnezzar are different. The depiction also matches the 
royal figure shown on the Louvre Tayma stela, and on another unprovenanced stela, which royal figure has 
previously been identified as Nabonidus for similar reasons. The Sela` relief inscription is largely illegible, but a 
few signs may be identified as Babylonian. 
109 In the light of 2Chron. 25: 12 G. Savran argues that the Exilic Ps. 137: 9 (concerning the vengeance shown to 
Edom, v. 7) refers to the same location (Hebr. hassela`). See: G. Savran, "`How Can We Sing a Song of the 
Lord? ': The Strategy of Lament in Psalm 137", ZAW 112 (2000), pp. 43-58 (esp. pp. 53-58). 
1110 One refers to an official named mrdn servant of Nabonidus, the king of Babylon, (who) came with the 
Rabsaris. Another belongs to 'nds, servant of Nabonidus, king of Babylon. See Lemaire, ibid, pp. 288f. Also 
see : W. W. Müller, "Der babylonische König Nabonid in taymanischen Inschriften", BN 107/198 (2001), pp. 
109-119; Y. Gruntfest & M. Heltzer, "Nabonid, King of Babylon (556-539 B. C. E. ) in Arabia in the Light of 
New Evidence", BN 110 (2001), pp. 25-30. 
"'. Lemaire, ibid, p. 290. 
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later than the early Persian Period, Judah had borders with Arabia rather than with Edom. 1 112 

According to Herodotus the king of Arabia controlled the trade routes as far West as coastal 

Gaza due to his service to king Cambyses during the latter's campaign against Egypt (526/5 

B. C. ). ' 113 This may be corroborated by the mention of "Geshem the Arab" in the book of 

Nehemiah (Neh. 2: 19; 6,1.2.6), who apparently was an enemy neighbour of Judah at this 

time (along with Sanballat of Samaria and Tobiah of Ammon). Inscriptions apparently 

referring to this Geshem may support this conclusion. 1114 

If this reconstruction of the demise of Edomite rule is correct, then the Edomite monarchy 
disappeared from the scene during the mid 6`h cent. B. C. It is therefore feasible to assume 

that Umm el-Biyara was destroyed in the course of the Babylonian campaign of 553/2 

B. C. " 15 

1.5 The Possible Identification 

Based on our detailed study of the Qausgabr bulla and its stratified archaeological context at 
Umm el-Biyara, the following important conclusions concerning the date of the object and 
its seal owner may be drawn: 

a) The reading of the fragmentary inscription on the bulla as "Qausgabr King of Edom" (as 

was initially suggested by C. -M. Bennett's team and has been followed almost 

unanimously by other scholars in the field) proved to be justified. Based on a thorough 

reinvestigation of the epigraphic evidence we were able to restore most of the 

inscription, which now may be read as follows: lqwsgb[r] mlk 'dm. 

1112 Lemaire, ibid, p. 290. E. g. see Jer 49: 7-22; Lam 4: 21, Ezek. 35: 5ff. and Obad. 10-14 and IEsdras 4: 50. v. 45 
indicates active military involvement (burning of the temple of Yahweh) during the siege of Jerusalem. Also see 
e. g. B. Glazier-McDonald, "Edom in the Prophetical Corpus", in: D. Edelman, You Shall Not Abhor An Edomite, 
pp. 23-32. 
1"3 See: Herodot. Book IN, 88; 1115,7,9. 
1114 An inscription from Dedan as well as Aramaic inscriptions on silver bowls found at Egyptian Tell el- 
Maskhuta probably refer to the same Arab ruler. Some scholars believe that the latter suggest that Geshem was 
in control of a powerful North Arabian confederacy. See e. g. E. M. Yamauchi, Persia and the Bible, pp. 268f. 
Other scholars, however, do not necessarily accept this, e. g. P. Briant, From Cyrus to Alexander, pp. 
587.977.1016. But in the light of references in the book of Nehemiah, it does seem more probable to this author 
that the Arab king of Qedar indeed did have borders with Judah. As N. Na'aman has cogently argued, Arab 
control of the trade routes to the South of Judah had developped no later than the 7s' cent. B. C.: N. Na'aman, 
"The Boundary System and Political Status of Gaza under the Assyrian Empire", ZDPV 120: 1 (2004), pp. 
62.67f. Also see, e. g.: J. Lindsay, "The Babylonian Kings and Edom", PEQ (Jan-Jun, 1976), pp. 31ff.; A. 
Lemaire, "Les transformations politiques et culturelles de la Transjordanie au VIe si8cle av. J: C. ", Trans. 8 
(1994), p. 14. 
115 On this see e. g.: B. Glazier-McDonald, "Edom in the Prophetic Corpus", pp. 28f.; Lemaire, "Les 
transformations", pp. I if.; J. Linsay, "The Babylonian Kings and Edom", pp. 29f. 
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b) The depiction of a human-headed winged lion in Syro-Phoenician style fits the 

iconography of the so-called Pax assyriaca (late 8ü' - 70' cent. B. C. ), during which the 

Levant experienced an increased exchange of artistic, cultural and religious heritage 

between the neighbouring vassal states. 

c) The overall late Iron Age pottery evidence (both from its immediate context as well as 
from the adjacent buildings) supports a date squarely within the late 8th-6th cent. B. C., 

more specifically the 7th - 6`h cent. B. C. (e. g. the locally imitated Assyrian style vessels). 
d) The small finds (inscribed Judahite weight, "North-Phoenician" decorated limestone 

palette and what appears to be a "Neo-Babylonian" bulla) also favour a 7th -6 th cent. 
B. C. date. 

Consequently, the material context of the bulls was most likely the 7th -6 th cent. B. C., when 

the site must have been occupied. 

The seal owner has been traditionally identified with a king of Edom named Qausgabri in 

the royal Assyrian annals of kings Esarhaddon and his son Ashurbanipal, dated to the years 
673 and 669 B. C. respectively. " 16 Qausgabr(i) is one of the three Edomite rulers mentioned 
in the Assyrian annals from the late 8th - mid 70' cent. B. C. In 732 B. C. Tiglath-pil-eser III 

(744-727 B. C. ) received tribute from king Qausmalaku of Edom. Although Sargon II (721- 

705 B. C. ) also received tribute from an Edomite ruler, his name is not attested (ANET 287). 
His son Sennacherib is said to have received gifts from king Ayaramu of Edom in 701 B. C. 

(ANET 287). We therefore have three generations of Edomite monarchs attested in the 
Assyrian inscriptions over a period of some 60 years. Although it cannot be proved that no 

other Edomite ruler ruled during this period (i. e. perhaps at the time of Sargon II or between 

Ayaramu and Qausgabr), comparison with other equally spaced generations of kings from 

the coastal region as well as Jordan at about the same time, suggests that the line may well be 

complete. 

After 669 B. C. no more kings of Edom are referred to in the Assyrian annals, even though 
the region does receive attention, especially between 655-635 B. C. when a long term conflict 
between the Assyrians and the Arabs from Northern Arabia befell the region. Ashurbanipal 

proudly proclaims: 

1116 ANET 291 - Qaadgabri is mentioned alongside Levantine vassal kings (e. g. Manasseh of Judah, Achish of 
Ekron, Pado'el of Ammon) who are summoned by Esarhaddon to transport building material to Niniveh for the 
construction of the ekal malarti (cf. ANET 290). ANET 294 - Qauggabri is again mentioned alongside Levantine 
vassal rulers (e. g. Manasseh of Juda, Achish of Ekron, Amminadab of Ammon) and this time they are 
summoned with their local armies to join forces during the first Assyrian advance against Egypt. Also see: M. 
Weippert, "Israel and Juda", RLA V, pp. 205-206. 
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"<I called up> my army and defeated him [i. e. Uate king of Arabia] in bloody battles, 

inflicted countless routs on him (to wit) in the giru of the towns of Azaril (and) Hirata(- 

)kasaia, in Edom, in the pass of labrudu, in Beth-Ammon, in the district of Haurina, in 

""v Moab ... 

As we have suggested above, Umm el-Biyara may have been destroyed along with Busayra 

in 553/2 B. C. during the campaign of Nabonidus, after which the region would have been 

annexed to Babylon and would have become part of the Arabian province. During the 
Persian period, the region appears to have been ruled by an Arab king, who enjoyed semi- 
independent status. Taking into account the archaeological evidence from Umm el-Biyara, 

the owner of the bulla must have most likely reigned sometime during the 7th - mid 6th cent. 
B. C. Although it may be argued that the seal owner was another Qausgabr, who could 

theoretically have succeeded the tikenamed king at the time of Esarhaddon and 
Ashurbanipal, this can be no more than speculation. 118 Although papponomy does occur 

among the ruling classes of the 8"'-6t' cent. B. C. southern Levant and Egypt, on the whole 
this is not a very frequent phenomenon. ' 119 Also it must be noted that the name Qausgabr 

("Qaus is my [divine] Warrior/Hero") is extremely rare within the Edomite onomasticon. ' 120 

It therefore seems safer to suggest that our seal owner was one and the same as the like- 

named Edomite ruler from the Assyrian annals. Until other evidence to the contrary will be 
forthcoming, we can do no more than accept this traditional equation. 

Having said this we do, perhaps, know of one more Qausgabr, who is attested on a limestone 

scaraboid uncovered by R. Koldewey in Babylon (in the district of Merkez). 121 Although A. 
Lemaire and P. Bordreuil have independently sought to identify the owner with the famous 
Qausgabr of the Umm el-Biyara bulla, as well as with the king attested in the Assyrian 

annals, problems with the archaeological context as well as the fragmentary state of the seal 

1117 See: ANET 298. 

118 As already noted by C: M. Bennett : "En toute rigueur, on ne peut pas exclure la possibilit6 qü it s'agisse 
d'un autre roi d'Edom, dans la second moit6 du Vile sibcle. " Bennett, "Les Fouilles", p. Opp. 
1119 E. g. in Philistia: Mittinti I and II, in Ammon: Amminadab I and II (as per the Tell Siran bottle inscription - 
also see ch. 2 above), in Egypt Psamtek I, II and III, and Necho I and If (Saite 26th dynasty). On the other hand 
in Israel and Judah we do not find any papponymy in close sequence, and among the rulers of various vassal 
states (Edom, Moab, Gaza, Ekron, Ashdod, Arabia etc. ) of the late 8'h to mid-7th cent. B. C. referred to in the 
Assyrian annals as well as other epigraphic texts, papponymy appears to have been rather the exception than the 
rule. 
120 See: R. Zadok, "A Prosopography of Samaria and Edorn/Idumea", pp. 781-828. In his whole study, the name 
occurs only twice. The other occurrence is found on p. 791 and refers to a 4`h cent. B. C. person mentioned on an 
ostracon from Beersheba. There is, however, at least one more mention, which Zadok seems to have overlooked, 
i. e. WSS 1048 - from Babylon/Merkez. 
1121 Find No. 14157 Also see the comments on this seal by Avigad/Sass WSS p. 388. 
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itself, make such an equation difficult. 1122 Very little is known about the exact context in 

which the seal was found. It was unearthed near the east front of a temple building, 

presumably on the east side of the temple of Ishtar of Agade (i. e. in Sq. m. 27). 123 Due to the 

state of archaeology at the beginning of the 20th cent., the archaeological reports yield no 

more information about its precise stratigraphical position. 

Although the first register of the seal is inscribed with the name Qausgabr (and indeed 

palaeographically the letters are very reminiscent of those found on the Umm el-Biyara 

bulla), the second register is almost entirely lost, except for the final letter mem: 

0 .......... // 10.1017. 

Even though the missing part could be reconstructed to read: 0-IN 7ýn, this would be mere 

speculation 124, as it could also easily as well read a normal personal name, such as 

Menachem125 or for that matter Edomite Ayaram. 1 126 The seal does seem to squarely belong 

to the 7t' - 6t' cent. B. C. Iconographically, its lotus bud field divider - an especially favoured 

motif in 7th early 6th cent. B. C. Judah - also seems to support this general date. ' 127 No more 

can be said. 

This being so, we may therefore conclude that the Qausgabr bulla from Edom must have 

belonged to the initial phase of Iron Age occupation at Umm el-Biyara (perhaps anywhere 

between 680-650 B. C. ). The site therefore appears to have been inhabited for over a century 

(i. e. until 553/2 B. C. ). 

1122 A. Lemaire, "Essai sur les religions ammonite, moabite et edomite (X-Vies. Av. n. 8. )", Revue de la Societe 
Ernest Renan 41 (1991-1992), p. 54; P. Bordreuil, "Sceaux inscrits des pays du Levant", Supplement au 
dictionnaire de la Bible, fasc. 66,163. 
1123 WSS 1048, p. 387; Also: L. Jakob-Rost, Die Stempelsiegel, No. 186, p. 44 + P1.9. 
1124 As can be seen in fig. 102 (center), this reconstruction is obviously possible, but as only one letter mem at 
the end of the line is visible, this reading is very audacious. 
1125 Such as suggested by N. Avigad/B. Sass in WSS 1048 p. 387. The space for the PN Menachem, however, 

seems somewhat tight. If, however, the word bn ("son") was omitted, the space seems too large in relationship to 
the place where mem is engraved in the second register. 
1126 Naturally other names are possible here also. But granted that the Qausgabr of this seal was one and the 
same as the seal owner of the bulla, the latter would neatly support a direct link between the king of Edom at the 
time of Sennacherib in 701 B. C. and the Qausgabr at the time of Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal, in which case 
both would be father and son. The space available at the beginning of line 2 does seem to fit the length of the 
name Ayaram better (see fig. 102 (right)). 
112' For a discussion on the use of this symbol see ch. 1: 1.2.3 as well as P. G. van der Veen: "Two/Too Little 
Known Bullae", esp. pp. 250f. This same field divider type is a much favoured motif at the City of David (Str. 
10): e. g. WSS 437.441.447.463.508.510-511.626.636. Also see: WSS 326 from Ketef Hinnom. 
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Fig. 102 Left: Qausgabr seal from MerkezBabylon (after: L. Jakob-Rost, Die Stempelsiegel, No. 186). Right: 
tentative emendations of the second register: a. (center) Qausgabr [mlk 'd]m, b. (right - top) Qausgabr bn mnhm 
(right bottom) bn 'yrm. 
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Excursus II - More on Dating Iron Age Edom 

Edomite Seals and Seal Impressions 

1. Two Edomite Royal Ministers: Pre- or Post-Nabonidus? 

What follows is a brief discussion of two other seal impressions, which only indirectly may 

substantiate the traditional date of terminal late Iron Age Edomite strata during the 6t' cent. 
B. C. They are not discussed within the main body of the text, however, for the following 

reasons. 

Both seal owners are termed ̀bd hmlk. Unlike the political situation in Cis-Jordan, where the 

Judahite monarchy came to an abrupt end in 586 B. C., the reconstruction of Edomite 

monarchic history is unfortunately not yet so well established as one may wish. Despite the 

view suggested above, that the Edomite kingdom faced its demise during the Nabonidus 

campaign of 553/2 B. C. (and there is much to recommend it), the area was probably once 

again ruled by a semi-independent Arab monarch no later than the reign of the Achaemenid 

king Cambyses II (529-522 B. C. ). According to Herodotus' 128, Cambyses recognized Arab 

rule in the region in appreciation of the service the Arab king had granted during the 
Achaemenid invasion of Egypt in 525 B. C. It is difficult to say when exactly Edom became 

Arab territory, but due to the fact that Arab sheikhs and warlords already controlled 
important trade routes in the Northern Sinai and Negev deserts during the 7th cent. B. C. (e. g. 

at the time when the Assyrian king Esarhaddon invaded Egypt), a date no later than 540 B. C. 

seems likely. 

Archaeologically, we also do not possess positive proof that all - or for that matter any - 
Edomite sites were definitely destroyed by the Babylonians. Even though it seems 
reasonable to assume that Nabonidus was responsible for the destruction, e. g., of Integrated 
Phase 2 at Busayra (and this seems to be substantiated by the Nabonidus Chronicle and the 
Sela` war relief) and of Umm el-Biyara (as was discussed above), straightforward evidence 
is lacking. Iron Age Tawilan may well have been destroyed later, e. g. during or after the 

reign of Darius I (perhaps as late as Darius II129), and Iron Age Busayra Int. Stage 3 appears 
not to have been destroyed until ca. 300 B. C. - as is now known - based on the discovery of 

stratified late 4t' cent. B. C. imported Attic ware. Moreover, for this reason alone, the 

stratigraphical context of the first bulla (from Busayra) to be discussed here, though 

1128 Herodotss Book III, 88; III 5,7,9. 
1129 And as we have stated, though less likely, Darius III cannot be excluded completely either. 
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previously believed to have terminated with the Babylonian conquest, must now (on the 

basis of the new pottery evidence) be attributed to the period following the Edomite wars of 

Nabonidus! 

Bienkowski has recently gone so far as to suggest that part of Tall al-Khalayfi settlement 

"IV" (hitherto believed to have been destroyed by Nabonidus also), could also have 

continued to exist into the Persian period. 

This being so, even if we still believe that there is much to recommend a 7`h -6`h cent. date for 

these seal impressions, given the present status of Edomite historical and archaeological 

research it would seem unwise and unobjective to merely assume it. For it cannot be 

dismissed categorically that the two officials listed below may have served an Arab king 

instead. As a matter of fact - as we shall see - one epigraphist has even tentatively suggested 

an Arabic origin for at least part of the official's name on the Busayra bulla (i. e. mlklb'). 

a) Imlklb"bd hmlk (from: Busayra) 

A bulla with this inscription (divided into 4 registers: with a depiction of three buildings or 

altars in the first register" 30 and an inscription in the lower three registers) was uncovered by 

C. -M. Bennett's team at Busayra in Sq. B4 2.11 during the 1972 excavation season. " 31 

34^ 

Fig. 103 Busayra bulla (left) with line-drawing (right). After: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, p. 341. 

The name of the seal owner - mlklb` - is otherwise unattested and its etymology is unknown. 
Suggestions have been made concerning its correct reading, however. A. Lemaire1132 

suggests that the scribe mistakenly transposed lamed of Baal to precede its initial bet. 

Although a name such as Melek-Ba`al would make perfect sense within the West Semitic 

1130 It has also been suggested that they may be towers or gateways, possibly those of ancient Busayra itself - 
see: e. g. J. Bartlett, Edom and the Edomites, p. 212. 
1131 See A. R. Millard in: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, pp. 430f. Also see E. Puech, "Documents dpigraphiques 
de Buseirah", Levant IX (1977), pp. 12-13. A cast of this bulla (from the Kenyon Institute - Jerusalem) was 
available to this author and according to him, there are no doubts about the correct reading of the inscription. 
1132 A. Lemaire, "Note on an Edomite Seal-Impression from Buseriah", Levant VII (1975), pp. 18-19. 
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onomasticon133, it is difficult to accept such a serious mistake, especially so on the seal of a 

royal minister. S. Layton, who criticized Lemaire's view on the grounds that theophoric 

"Ba`al" remains unattested within the Edomite onomasticon, also suggests a scribal error. 
According to him, the name would have been Malki'el (with aleph for 'l lacking, for which 
he lists multiple examples), followed by a "meaningless" element If, a potential misspelling 
for `bd, "servant. " According to him, rather than rejecting the seal, the scribe left the mistake 

unchanged and started engraving the same word afresh, this time correctly. ' 134 But this 

seems really awkward. ' 135 E. Puech compares e. g. 1Y with female lift in Thamudic 

inscriptions from Wadi el-°Ain (3`1 cent. A. D. ), but its etymology remains unknown. ' 136 

Hence, we prefer to accept B. Sass' simple conclusion that the name remains "unparallelled", 

at least for the time being. ' 137 

According to the most recent reinterpretation of the archaeological strata at Busayra by P. 

Bienkowski, Sq. B4.2.11138 (in which the bulla was found) belongs to Phase 7 associated 

with the Phase 6 structures'139, i. e. Integrated Stage 3. This archaeological horizon is now, 
based on the discovery of late 4t' cent. B. C. imported Attic Ware (all from Area A), 

reattributed to what appears to be Persian period occupation, overlying Phases 4-5 

(Integrated Stage 2) with their Iron Age II structures, which are believed to have been 

destroyed by Nabonidus in 553/2 B. C. The stratigraphical context of the bulla, though still 

containing Iron Age pottery' 40, now post-dates the demise of the Edomite monarchy as 
suggested above. According to Bienkowski, evidence of alteration of the Integrated Stage 3 

residential buildings may suggest an administrative function somewhat different from the 

older structures in this area. 1141 Whether or not the people who were responsible for their 

reconstruction, were local Edomite "client-sheikhs" working for the Persian government (as 

1133 A. Lemaire compares Phoenician-Punic Baal-Melek and Hebrew Malkiyahu see: ibid, for several examples. 
1134 S. C. Layton, "A New Interpretation of an Edomite Seal Impression", JNES 50/1 (1991), pp. 37-43. 
1135 So also A. R. Millard, ibid, p. 431. Millard, however, suggests, that if a mistake was made, maybe 1b` must 
be read lb' (= aleph instead of `ayin), with the meaning "lion. " Also see D. S. Vanderhooft, "The Edomite 
Dialect and Script", pp. 151f. 
1136 As M. Heide has confirmed to this author a verbal stem Ib` is indeed unattested in ancient Arabic. He 
tentatively compared Arab. lb `m "(my) heart is °Amm", but as the final m is lacking and as cAmm is a south 
Arabic deity, this also does not seem very likely. E. Puech, "Documents dpigraphiques de Buseirah", Levant 9 
(1979), pp. 11-20. 
1137 WSS p. 511. This author follows here the advise of A. R. Millard, ibid, to treat the name as containing an 
unique element, "one of several inexplicable terms found in ancient West Semitic personal names. " p. 431. 
1138 P. Bienkowsky (ed. ), Busayra, p. 124 describes B4.2.11 as: "brown earth darkened with charcoal, containing 
small stones and white chips (4.2.11), possibly a surface ... 

" 
1139 idem, p. 123 
1140 Locally manufactured Iron Age "Edomite" pottery remained virtually unchanged until the late Persian or 
early Hellenistic period, see: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, p. 477 and idem, "New Evidence on Edom", p. 206. 
1141 P. Bienkowski, ibid, p. 478. 
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Bienkowski suggests1142), or Edomite officials working for a semi-independent Arab king, 

remains unknown. 

Despite the Persian period findspot of the bulla, it does not necessarily follow, however, that 

the impression itself belongs to that epoch. Small objects like seals and bullae are not 
infrequently found in secondary contexts and as the description of the stratigraphical 

environment (near or on the surface of a plaster floor placed on top of deposits containing 

mixed material) of the bulla suggests, it is not impossible that the object had derived from an 

earlier stratum. 1143 

Although our knowledge of Edomite script is still limited (due to the relatively small number 

of inscribed objects from late Iron Age Edom), palaeographic traits of the bulla may, indeed 

suggest an earlier, i. e. 7t' cent. B. C. date, as also other epigraphists have previously 

suggested. E. g. D. S. Vanderhooft has argued that the closed letters bet and `ayin 1144 

(untypical for Ammonite and Edomite 6t' cent. "Aramaizing" scripts) are suggestive of a 

slightly earlier, 7t' cent. date. 1145 `ayin is e. g. open on the Tall al-Khalayfi jar handles (see 

below) or on the unprovenanced seals WSS 1052 (allegedly from nearby Petra), WSS 1062 

and WSS 1064 (from nearby Busayra? ), which were acquired before 1945. The same letter is 

also open e. g. on the provenanced late Iron Age/early 6th cent. B. C. "Edomite" ostracon from 

Judahite Horvat °Uza. 1146 

b) Qaws`anal ̀bd hmlk (from: Tall al-Khalayfi) 

22 - 25 seal impressions 1147, mostly on jar and krater handles (but evidently also on late iron 

Age cooking pots' 148) with the above inscription (separated by a double line field divider), 

were discovered by N. Glueck during the 1938-1940 excavation seasons at Tall al-Khalayfi. 
Although most of the impressions are in poor condition, it seems clear that they were 

142 P. Bienkowski, ibid, p. 482. 
143 As is described in P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, p. 124.127, the stratigraphical relationship within this area 
(with multiple floors, the blocking of the gateway etc. ) was extremely difficult to reconstruct. 
"44 The line-drawing done by C. -M. Bennett's team may give the impression that the second bet is opening up 
somewhat, but in reality this is not the case. Both the existing photographs as well as a study of the plasticine 
impression (made of the bulla's mould) by this author, prove that also this specimen is closed at the top. 
14 D. S. Vanderhooft, "The Edomite Dialect and Script", pp. 15 If. Also see L. G. Herr, SANSS, pp. 163-64; J. 
Bartlett, Edom and the Edomites, p. 212; R. Zadok, "prosopography", p. 785, who dates it to the end of the 8`" 
beginning of the 7`h cent. B. C. 
" E. g. I. Beit-Arieh and B. Cresson, "An Edomite Ostracon from Horvat °Uza", TA 12 (1985), pp. 96ff. 
147 Two are found on the same handle. For a complete list see: R. DiVito, "The Tell el-Kheleifeh Inscriptions", 
pp. 53-55 and Table 2; WSS 1051 pp. 389-390. There are some uncertaintities about the exact no. of objects and 
more work needs to be done on the inventary. 
148 In R. DiVito, ibid, p. 53, Reg. No. 146, and WSS 1051 has (G) Reg. No. 146 and (J) Reg. no. 243 both 
impressed on late Iron Age cooking pots. WSS 1051 (F) is an impression found near the base of a bowl. 
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stamped by the same seal. ' 14" The above readings, already suggested by Glueck'' 50, have 

been recently confirmed by R. DiVito and B. Sass. ' 151 

Ly. fltL 
jtu 

ý.. ý 
. 
ýý 

Fig. 104 Qaus`anal impression (left, after WSS 1051 (B)), with reconstruction of inscription by this author, based 
on palaeographic comments and multiple photographs in R. DiVito, "The Tell el-Kheleifeh Inscriptions" (esp. 
241,463-464) and WSS 1051 (B). 

The name of the seal owner is clearly Edomite. Its theopheric element, Qaws/Qos, is the 

name of one of the chief Edomite deities. ' 152 It is found in many Edomite personal names, 

both from the Edomite homeland and from other regions including Southern Judah and the 

Negeb. 153 Although some scholars argue that the verbal element `anal remains unexplained, 

others suggest a derivation from 1. W, "to answer" +'ý. Despite the omission of final yod, B. 

Maisler (later B. Mazar) suggested the meaning "Qaus has answered me", i. e. "Qaus has 

granted me [my wish]. " R. Zadok suggests that the personal name is a "verbal sentence name 

with an imperative verb" and translates: "Qws answer me! "' 154 The name is also attested 

elsewhere. Notably a fragmentarily preserved name - probably to be restored to [Qau]s`anal 

found on Ostracon No. 12 from early 6th cent. B. C. Tel Arad (Stratum VI) - may be the 

hitherto oldest attested example. ' 155 The name is also known by its Greek transcription 

Kwaave?. os in an Alexandrian document from 134 B. C. "56 

The script seems to be later than that found on the former bulla from Busayra. 1157 The 

opening of `ayin and qop call for a late 7`h - mid 6t' cent. B. C. date and the same seems to be 

1149 WSS 1051 p. 390 states, however, that Reg. No. 1014 has the impressions of an uninscribed seal of different 
size and hence does not belong here. 
1150 N. Glueck, "The First Campaign at Tell el-Kheleifeh (Ezion-geber)", BASOR 71 (1938), pp. 3-18, and Fig. 6 
(esp. pp. 17-18 by W. F. Albright). 
1151 R. DiVito and WSS, ibid. Also see D. S. Vanderhooft, "The Edomite Dialect and Script", p. 153. 
1152 E. g. E. A. Knauf, "Qos" in: van der Toorn et al., DDD, pp. 674-677. Also: J. A. Dearman, "Edomite 
Religion: A Survey and an Examination of Some Recent Contributions", in: D. Edelman, You Shall Not Abhor 
an Edomite, pp. 119-136. 
1153 E. g. E. A. Knauf, ibid. 
1154 R. Zadok, "Prosopography", p. 820. W. F. Albright suggested that ̀ nl may be a dialectial variant of Hebrew 
`ml "to make/achieve", but this seems even more speculative. On this see, e. g. R. Zadok, ibid, p. 820. 
1155 J Renz & W. Röllig, HAE - Vol. 1, pp. 352,372-373. 
1156 E. g. R. Zadok, ibid, p. 820. 
1157 Most recently see e. g. R. DiVito, "The Tell el-Kheleifeh Inscriptions", pp. 53-55; D. S. Vanderhooft, "The 
Edomite Dialect and Script", p. 153; J. Bartlett, Edom and the Edomites, p. 214. But also see: J. Naveh, Early 
History of the Alphabet, p. 102; L. G. Herr, SANSS, pp. 164-165, and F. M. Cross, "A Papyrus Recording a 
Divine Legal Decision and the Root rhq", in: F. M. Cross, Leaves From an Epigrapher's Notebook, p. 66 and 
nn. 19-20. Cross' suggestion that bet is open, must be rejected as DiVito has argued, see R. Di Vito, ibid, on p. 
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true for the Aramaizing shape of waw. Dalet is of the typical Edomite shape discussed 

above. R. DiVito has argued, however, that the writing of samek looks archaic, "tolerating a 
date in the late 7th century perhaps, but certainly not one too far into the sixth, as the more 

advanced letters might suggest. "' 158 

It remains unclear to what extent, if any, a late 7th - mid 6th cent. B. C. date for the seal 
impressions may also have been influenced by the traditional view that Tall al-Khalayfi 
Period "IV" terminated with the Nabonidus campaign in 553/2 B. C. However, this date 

should not be necessarily excluded. 

Indeed a terminal mid-6t' cent. B. C. Iron Age date may still seem likely, as many of the 

pottery forms do resemble late Iron Age vessels from Judah and Jordan (i. e. including late 8' 

- early 6`h cent. B. C. strata such as at Tel Goren Str. V, Lachish Str. III and II; Tel Beersheba 

Str. II, Beth-Zur Str. III, Beth Shemesh Str. IIC, Tell Beit Mirsim Str. A2, Aro'er Str. III-II, 

Tel Arad Str. VII-VI, the Amman tomb groups, Ghrareh, Umm el-Biyara etc. ). But G. 

Pratico's own reservations as to the exact terminus ad quem of Tall al-Khalayfi Period "IV" 

must nevertheless be heeded: 

"We must also allow the possibility, though not yet clearly documented, that selected 
forms could have continued later than the traditional end of the Iron Age and perhaps 
well into the fifth century B. C. E. Glueck's Period V yielded several ostraca and some 
pottery that document an occupation as late as the fourth century B. C. E.... i159 

Recent lowering of Iron Age Edomite pottery dates, e. g. at Busayra (see above), may well 
eventually necessitate lower dates for terminal Tall al-Khalayfi Period "IV" also, as e. g. P. 
Bienkowski has recently suggested: 

"Pratico allows for the possibility that some of the pottery [i. e. of the Period "IV" 

corpus] may have continued into the fifth century B. C. E. Fifth- and fourth-century 
B. C. E Greek sherds and Aramaic ostraca came from Glueck's Stratum V, which was 
poorly preserved, and this pottery is therefore normally disassociated from the main 
Iron II settlement at Kheleifeh. However, its association with the Iron/? Persian 

settlement should not be totally excluded, since we now know that stratified late fourth- 

55. Although this author has not been able to examine the jar handles himself, this is what indeed can be made 
out by simply looking at the best availabale photographs. 
158 R. DiVito, ibid, p. 55. 
usv G. Pratico, Nelson Glueck's 1938-1940 Excavations, p. 50. 

231 



century B. C. E Greek pottery is associated with the Iron II/Persian settlement at Busayra 
n1160 

Notably, most of the seal impressions are found on a bag-shaped store jar type (with deeply 

grooved rim and handle attached to rim and upper shoulder), which finds parallels at other 

contemporary Edomite sites (sometimes also with two handles attached to the rim), such as 

e. g. at Feifa and Ghrareh, Umm el-Biyara, Baja 111.1161 The cooking pot type, on which two 

other impressions are found, are of the typical late Iron Age Edomite type, known e. g. from 

7th-6th cent. Umm el-Biyara, Tawilan and Ghrareh, and further north in Central Jordan, e. g. 
from 6th-5th cent. B. C. Tall al--°Umayri (also see above). "62 

Due to the lack of methodological coherence and stratigraphical detail within N. Glueck's 

excavation reports 1163, the dating issue will have to await renewed study in the light of 

current archaeological research at Tall al-Khalayfi. 1164 In view of this unfortunate situation, 

N. Avigad/B. Sass have argued that for the time being "palaeography remains the best means 

of dating our [Tall al-Khalayfi] handles. "' 165 The question must be asked, however, whether 

our current knowledge of 6th cent. B. C. Edomite (especially lapidary) scripts is really mature 

enough to pin-point the date to the late 7th - early 6th cent. B. C., as has been suggested, or 

whether a date as late as the second half of the sixth century is also possible. Naturally, this 

must be a subject for further study. 

2. A Seal Belonging to Jotham or Jatom? 

One more seal must be briefly dealt with here, as it has enjoyed much attention over the 

years. Its owner, so it was once believed, was none other than a mid-8ü' cent. B. C. Judahite 

king, and as such its chronological significance for dating Tall al-Khalayfi Period "IV" could 

not be underestimated. However, for a number of years now the equation has been rejected 
by leading epigraphists. 

160 P. Bienkowski, "New Evidence on Edom", p. 210. 
1161 Cf. G. Pratico, Nelson Glueck's 1938-1940 Excavations, p. 40 and Pls. 20-21. Also see J. Bartlett, Edom and 
the Edomites, p. 214. 
1162 Cf. Pratico, Nelson Glueck's 1938-1940 Excavations, pp. 38-39 and Pls. 16-18: 1-6). 
1163 Pratico, ibid, pp. 33.49-50.73. 
1164 E. g. Bienkowski, "New Evidence on Edom", pp. 210-211. This author has tried to take up contact with M: 
L. Mussell in charge of the recent work done on Tall al-Khalayfi, but unfortunately without success. 
1165 WSS p. 390. 
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Fig. 105 ytm signet ring from Tall al-Khalayfi (left - after: WSS 1054), with line-drawing by this author (right). 

This cast seal with copper mount pendant from Tall al-Khalayfi (Period "IV", room 63A), 

contains four letters, lytm, which have been engraved above a striding ram. 1166 Another 

object can be seen in front of the ram, which has been variously interpreted as e. g. a copper 

ingot, a scarab beetle, an undecipherable letter, or a bird. The most probable interpretation is 

that of the bird, as we have good parallels from other Transjordanian seals to corroborate this 

view. ' 167 

The suggestion168 that the name of the seal owner must be read as "Jot[h]am" and that the 

person in question was none other than the likenamed Judahite king Jotham, son of Uzziah 

(750-732 B. C. ), has now become increasingly unpopular for the following reasons. 

The name Jotham is always rendered in biblical Hebrew as On1', i. e. y[h]w + tam > OW 

"to be complete, blameless. "' 169 The biblical rendering with yw may well be original. 

Although most frequently attested in the Northern Kingdom, this version of the theophoric 

element is also found e. g. on 8th cent. B. C. seals from the Southern Kingdom. 1170 Even so, 

the full writing yhw is the most common form utilized in Judah. ' 171 This is precisely the form 

found on the unprovenanced bulla of king Ahaz, son of yhwtm, m1k yhdh, if genuine, in the 

private collection of S. Moussaieff of London and Herzliya. 1172 The scriptio defectiva of y 

without waw (i. e. an assumed yod + holem) is not attested for this name. Also, there are no 

1166 First published in: N. Glueck, "The Third Season of Excavation at Tell el-Kheleifeh", BASOR 79 (1940), pp. 
13-15. Also see N. Avigad, "The Jotham Seal from Elath", B. 4SOR 163 (1961), pp. 18-21 (see: Fig. 8+9), and 
the thorough discussions in; R. DiVito, "The Tell el-Kheleifeh Inscriptions", p. 53, Pl. 79. 
1167 Birds are indeed seen especially on Ammonite and infrequently also on Moabite seals, sometimes in 
association with bulls (or bull heads), lions, and one time with a winged scarab. Sometimes they are also found 
by themselves. Provenanced specimens, see: WSS 977 (blurred) and 886 (both from Tall al--`Umayri), 988 (from 
Tall Dayr °Alla), 990 (from Byblos). Also: J. Eggler, "Die eisen-ll-zeitlichen Siegel und -abdrücke aus 
Grabungen in Moab", in F. Ninow (ed. ), Wort and stein, pp. 45-46.61 and n. 163.72 Oalul 3. Unprovenanced: 
e.. WSS 888,906,963,964,993,1001. 
11 originally this suggestion was made b N. Glueck and then further developped by by W. F. Albright. 
"6' E. g. W. A. VanGemeren (ed. ), NIDO7TE, Vol. 4, No. 9462. 
1170 The so-called northern writing for yhw as yw was also in use in 8th century B. C. Judah as is apparent from 
epigraphic material e. g. from the reign of king Uzziah, see WSS 3 and 4, and in names on so-called official seal 
jar handles from the late 8th cent. B. C. see WSS 663,678. Also see WSS p. 504 and by this author, "Two/Too 
Little Known Bullae", p. 248 n. 14. 
1171 E. g. WSS p. 599 for several examples. 
1172 R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, pp. 61-63, No. 1. 
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clear signs that we are dealing with a royal signet. No reference is made to any kingdom, nor 
is a patronymic given, which would make the equation plausible. 1173 

Most scholars now prefer the reading ytm, 'orphan"1 74, which is indeed an attested personal 

name. 1175 

The script of the seal does not look Judahite. 176 The large yod is reminiscent of the 

unprovenanced Moabite Kemosh-yehi seal (known since the mid-1800's). 177 The large taw 

with the horizontal bar intersecting the lower half finds parallels both from Moab and 
Edom. 178 The mem resembles usual Moabite and Edomite specimens (which have a wide 

square head), even if it is not completely identical with these. As L. G. Herr puts it, "the head 

seems to be a three-stroke version of the "double-L" form, " but this author would disagree 

that it is "a bi-form that may have developed only in Edom. " 1179 

The script is probably early to mid 7th cent. B. C. rather than mid 8th cent. B. C. This too 
does not fit the older equation with king Jotham of Judah. ' 181 

1173 Note that on several known royal seals and seal impressions either the title or the patronymic are attested. 
WSS 1049 of Qausgabr mlk 'dm; the unprovenanced bullae of e. g.: Ahaz 

. Jehotam mlk yhdh; Hezekiah . Ahaz 
m/k yhdh. See R. Deutsch, ibid; idem, "A Hoard of Fifty Hebrew Clay Bullae from the Time of Hezekiah" in: R. 
Deutsch (ed. ), Shlomo, pp. 45-50, or the unprovenanced seal of Ba°alyisha` m/k b[n `mjn - R. Deutsch, 
Epigraphic News, 1999, pp. 53-57. For anonymous royal seals and impressions see: e. g. the many Imlk jar 
handles, or WSS 400.712, also Deutsch, Biblical Period Hebrew Bullae, p. 21, No. 5 etc. The provenanced royal 
bulla of Barrakab, WSS 750, renders at least the patronymic br Panamuwa, which allows the equation to be 
made with this attested late 8`s cent. B. C. ruler. The use of the divine symbols in the first register also match 
with those found on the stelae of that king. 
174 E. g. W. A. VanGemeren, NIDO7TE, Vol. 2, No. 3846; WSS p. 507. 
175 For a full discussion see: L. M uk, Identifying Biblical Persons Yýi 

., 
pp. 82-84, as well as DiVito, ibid, p. 53. 

The name is found at Elephantine see: W. Kornfeld, Onomastica Aramaica aus Agypten, Vienna, 1978, p. 55. 
This name is also found on unprovenanced seals and seal impressions, see: e. g. WSS 216.742(? ), and R. 
Deutsch, Biblical Period Hebrew Bullae, pp. 223f., No. 221. J. Renz & W. R611ig, HAE 11/2, p. 263 No. 10.101, 
leave the option between Wm and y(o)t(a)m open, but unfortunately do not explain why. 
1176 See E. g. L. G. Herr, SANSS, p. 163. Also D. S. Vanderhooft, "The Edomite Dialect and Script", p. 152. 
Apparently first recognized as non-Judahite by J. Naveh and S. Shaked in: "A Recently Published Aramaic 
Papyrus", JAOS 91 (1971), p. 381, n. 3. Also see: A. Lemaire, "Recherches sur les ateliers sigillaires jordaniens 
aus Fer II", SHAD 5 (1995), pp. 479-488. Also see : J. Naveh, Early History of the Alphabet, p. 102. 
177 L. G. Herr, ibid, p. 163; WSS 1032. A similar yod may be seen e. g. on WSS 1052 (allegedly from the vicinity 
of Petra). 
i7e E. g. provenanced: WSS 1020 (but excavated at Tello), and unprovenanced: WSS 1015.1053 (the latter - seen 

by the author at the British Museum, London - is known since the mid- I800's). 
179 As already noted by L. G. Herr, ibid, p. 163. Contrary to Herr, however, this type is not attested on the 
Qausgabr bulls from Umm el-Biyara. Possible examples of this type are WSS 1029 and possibly WSS 1064 
(allegedly from Tafileh) as per Herr. Similar, but not completely identical is WSS 1009. All are unprovenanced. 
For a provenanced, but crudely carved example from Tall al-Khalayfi perhaps see the jar grafitto (Reg. No. 374) 
from Room 49 in R. DiVito, ibid, pp. 57f. and Pl. 80A. 
180 L. G. Herr, ibid; L. Mykytiuk, ibid. 
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As the seal owner is most likely not identical with the Judahite king, it can no longer be used 

to date its archaeological context at Tall al-Khalayfi (Period "IV") by means of the 8th cent. 
B. C. Hebrew chronology. 
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Excursus III - Judah as Chronological Linch-Pin for "Edomite" Pottery? 

As we have seen above (ch. 3: 1.4 b) i), the less diagnostic vessels from Umm el-Biyara 

seem to allow for a general date from the late 8th - 6th cent. B. C. when compared to similar 

material found outside the boundaries of Edom proper, primarily at Judahite sites. Although 

a good number of vessels are reflected in the material from late Iron Age IIC levels in Judah 

(i. e. the Lachish Str. II horizon and/or late 7th-early 6th cent. B. C. ), other material is found in 

earlier levels belonging to the Lachish Stratum III horizon, currently dated to the late 8th 

cent. B. C. (i. e. terminating with the Assyrian conquest by Sennacherib in 701 B. C. ). Even 

though it could be argued that some types were long-lived (and some no doubt were), it is 

especially the locally made "Edomite" vessels, both unpainted and painted (some of which 

are of the Assyrian imitated style), uncovered from Iron Age IIB (i. e. late 8th cent. B. C. ) 

levels in the Arad-Beersheba Valley, that have recently led to some controversy over its 

dating. 

Whereas most ceramic specialists working on pottery from the Edomite homeland have 

primarily argued that Edomite sites did not come into existence before the 7th cent. B. C. 

(based on inscribed evidence both from Edom181 and Ammon - such as the seals and bullae 

discussed in chs. 2 and 3 above; locally imitated Assyrian ware etc. )' 82 yi yri, L. Singer-Avitz has 

recently suggested higher dates for the early phase of Edomite pottery based on finds from 

Tell Beersheba Str. II (presumably late 8th cent. B. C. ). 183 

181 E. g. the Qausgabr bulla discussed above and the cuneiform tablet from Tawilan, which may date to the reign 
of Darius I or II. See: S. Dailey, "The Cuneiform Tablet from Tawilan", Levant 16 (1984), pp. 19-21 and idem, 
"The Cuneiform Tablet", in: C: M. Bennett & P. Bienkwoski, Excavations at Tawilan, 1995, pp. 67-68; F. 
Joannds, "A propos de la tablette cundiforme de Tell Tawilan", RA 81 (1987), pp. 165-166. Also: J. Bartlett, 
Edom and the Edomites, pp. 225f. A. Lemaire as well as R. Zadok have argued in favour of Darius I- for details 
see: A. Lemaire, "Les transformations politiques et culturelles de la Transjordanie au Vie si8cle av. J. -C. ", 
Trans. 8 (1994), p. 26; R. Zadok, "A Prosopography of Samaria and Edom/Idumea", OF 30 (1998), p. 788. 
1182 e. g. E. Mazar, "Edomite Pottery at the End of the Iron Age", IEI35 (1985), pp. 254f.; S. Hart, ""Excavations 
at Ghrareh", Levant 20 (1988), pp. 89ff.; J. P. Zeitler, " `Edomite' Pottery from the Petra Region" in: P. 
Bienkowski (ed. ), Early Edom and Moab, 1992, pp. 167-176; P. Bienkowski, "The Archaeological Evidence 
from Transjordan", pp. 44ff.; 51-53; idem, "The Date of Sedentary Occupation" p. 104; H: D. Bienert et al., 
"Ba'ja III", pp. 170-171. N. Lapp, "Who is This That Comes From Edom? ", pp. 221.225-226; E. Stem, 
Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, pp. 288-292. Also. S. Hart, pers. communication - May 7- 2004. M. 
Oakeshott seems to have accepted a slightly higher terminus post rem for Edomite pottery. One of the main 
reasons for suggesting that Edomite sites started during the late 8' cent. B. C. was mainly based on historical 
evidence (e. g. Assyrian annals which refer to Edomite kings from the reign of Tiglat-pil-eser III onwards), and 
the comparison of Edomite pottery with vessels found in Ammonite tombs (such as those Amman), dated to the 
late 8th cent. B. C. for similar reasons. M. Oakeshot, A Study of The Iron Age II Pottery from East Jordan, Vol. 1, 
pp. 181ff.; idem, "Edomite Pottery", esp. pp. 55 and 61-62. 

' Notably, in a very recent paper L. Singer-Avitz also discusses painted Edomite pottery in the Beersheba Str. 
II1/II repertoire, which end is currently dated by most archaeologists to the final years of the 8`s cent. B. C. See: 
L. Singer-Avitz, "'Busayra Painted Ware' at Tel Beersheba" TA 31 (2004), pp. 80-89. 
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Several sherds such as from globular and straight walled bowls, the globular cup (see also 

the samples from Umm el-Biyara discussed above), as well as so-called Negebite ware, 

retrieved from Beersheba Str. II and other nearby sites, are no doubt strongly reminiscent of 

pottery known from the Negev desert regions as well as from Southern Jordan. 1184 Though 

locally produced, these types have been frequently described as "Edomite Ware. " Whether or 

not this description is well chosen remains a moot point' 185, but its origin and use primarily 

in the region south of Judah, in the Negev desert and southern Transjordan, seem undisputed. 

L. Singer-Avitz has recently also uncovered one sherd of "Painted Busayra Ware" (formerly 

termed: "Painted Edomite Ware") from the Beersheba Str. III/II pottery repertoire. ] 186 Its 

rarity may well indicate that the end of Beersheba Str. IIUII only overlapped with its 

introduction, and it needs to be seen how many more painted sherds will be found among the 

Str. IIUII material. Similar material has also been found at nearby Tel 'Ira Str. VII (also ca. 

700 B. C. ). The same is true for Tel Arad Str. X-VIII (ca. 750-700 B. C. ). 1187 The finds at Tel 

Arad seem to suggest even slightly higher dates for "Edomite Pottery" than at Beersheba Str. 

III/II, as Str. X already appears to contain Edomite "Painted Ware. " These were precisely the 

reasons why Z. Herzog and L. Singer-Avitz recently suggested lowering the dates of Stratum 

X from its traditional mid-9t' century B. C. date down to the mid-8th cent. B. C. 1188 Moreover, 

its terminus ad quem may even come as late as 725 B. C.: 

"Assyrian/Edomite pottery and finds first appear in [Tel Arad] Stratum X and are 
known in all subsequent strata up to the end of the Iron Age. The inevitable 

conclusion is that Stratum X (or, at least, its final phase, represented by the finds we 

present) must have existed when Judah was already one of the vassal states of the 
Assyrian empire, incorporated into its economic system and exposed to certain 
Assyrian/Edomite influences. Hence, the end of Stratum X cannot be earlier than the 

184 See Beersheba Stratum II types: Singer-Avitz, "Beersheba -A Gateway Community in Southern Arabian 
Long-Distance Trade in the Eighth Century B. C. E. ", TA 26 (1999), Fig. 9. 
1185 On the complexity of regional variations even within Southern Transjordan see: P. Bienkowski & E. van der 
Steen, "Tribes, Trade, and Towns: The Late Iron Age", BASOR 323 (2001), pp. 26ff.; P. Bienkowski, 
"Discussion" as part of P. Bienkowski & L. Sedman, "Busayra and Judah: Stylistic Parallels in the Material 
Culture" in: A. Mazer (ed. ), Studies in the Archaeology of The Iron Age in Israel and Jordan, pp. 318-322. 
1 186 L. Singer-Avitz, "'Busayra Painted Ware' at Tel Beersheba", TA 31 (2004), Fig. 1. 
1187 L. Singer-Avitz, "The Iron Age Pottery Assemblages of Arad", TA 29: 1 (2002), pp. 124-125 Table 2.132- 
134.159-163.167-168.176.180, with references to other material, both coastal and Assyrian. Note esp. B7 (with 
denticulated decoration) with sherd from Str. VIII, B 10 sherd of open bowl with red decoration, B 30 samples 
with red and/or black stripes from Str. X-VI, B 31 the globular cup from Str. X, CP 7 Edomite cooking pot with 
close parallels at H. Qitmit, which NAA has proved its origin to be in the Petra region, CP 14 ̀ Negebite' hand- 
made cooking pot. Naturally Assyrian influenced vessels B15 also deserve close attention. 
"as Z. Herzog, "The Fortress Mound of Tel Arad", TA 29: 1 (2002), pp. 14ff. 
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reign of Tiglath Pileser III and a date ca. 725 B. C. E seems possible. "" (emphasis 

added) 

Hence, a mid-late 8d' cent. B. C. date for the start of "Edomite Ware" (both unpainted and 

painted) would seem necessitated by the Arad-Beersheba Valley evidence. 

The destruction of these sites has generally been linked to the major assault by the Assyrians 
in 701 B. C. If the current terminus ad quem for these southern Judahite sites is accepted, 
therefore, the consequences for dating "Edomite Ware" become readily evident, as is also 
clear from P. Bienkowski's recent evaluation: 

"The `standard' dating of Edomite sites has been to the seventh and sixth centuries (e. g. 
Bienkowski 1995). However, the presence of (locally made) painted ̀ Edomite' pottery 
in Beersheba Stratum II, now generally accepted to have been destroyed by 

Sennacherib in 701 B. C. (e. g. Singer-Avitz 1999: 11-12,30-38), suggests that similar 

pottery at Edomite sites such as Busayra and Tawilan should be dated to the late eighth 

century B. C. "' 190 (emphasis added) 

As the study of the Tel Arad Str. X-VIII pottery was published after Bienkowski's paper, the 
Arad material has only aggravated the overall picture, unless it can be shown that some of 
the late 8`h cent. sites in southern Judah must be dated later. As E. A. Knauf has recently 

argued, such - at least to some extent - may be the case-' 191 According to him the attribution 

of the destruction of several sites within the Arad-Beersheba Valley to an all-inclusive 701 

B. C. event seems oversimplified, and, he argues, is not compatible even with Singer-Avitz' 

own pottery analysis of the Beersheba material. Knauf points out the following differences 
between Str. III at Lachish and Beersheba Str. II: 

i. Beersheba Str. II has "Edomite pottery" whereas Lachish Str. III has none; 
ii. some 12.5% of the Beersheba Str. II vessels reflect "coastal" origins - whereas this 

applies only to 2.9% of the Lachish Str. III repertoire; 

' 1B9 L. Singer-Avitz, "The Iron Age Pottery Assemblages at Arad", p. 162. 
190 P. Bienkowski & E. van der Steen, "Tribes, Trade, and Towns: A New Framework for the Late Iron Age in 
Southern Jordan and the Negev", BASOR 323 (2001), p. 23 n. 4. Also see: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, p. 350. 
For a helpful list of dates for the different Edomite sites see: P. Bienkowski, "The Date of Sedentary Occupation 
in Edom: Evidence from Umm el-Biyara, Tawilan and Buseirah", in: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Early Edom and 
Moab, pp. 99-112. As has been shown above, and has been emphasized by L. Singer-Avitz, other so-called 
Edomite material, including nonpainted vessels, now seem to corroborate this view. 
191 E. A. Knauf, "Who Destroyed Beersheba II? ", in: U. Hübner & E. A. Knauf (eds. ), Kein Land fir sich allein, 
pp. 181-195. 
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iii. store jar types typical of Lachish Str. II (late 7m cent. B. C. ) derive from a precursor 

type which is well represented in Beersheba Str. II, but is nearly absent in Lachish 

Str. 111.1192 

Although the complete absence of Edomite pottery as well as the rarity of coastal vessels at 
Lachish Str. III could still be explained regionally (Beersheba was located on the 
Edomite/Arabian trade routes on the southern border of the Judahite kingdom), a 

chronological explanation seems more likely for all three points. Whereas according to 
Knauf point iii appears to indicate that the destruction of Beersheba Str. II falls in between 

Lachish Str. III (late 8th cent. B. C. ) and II (late 7th - early 6th cent. B. C. ), the introduction of 
Edomite and coastal vessels also seems to make better sense politically at the beginning of 

the 7th cent. B. C. within the Pax assyriaca trading system, rather than at the end of 

tumultuous 8th cent. B. C., "when the political and military conflicts within Philistia and 
between Philistine cities, Judah and Assyria ... were not encouraging trade activities. "1193 

Like I. Beit-Arieh, Knauf feels that Beersheba Str. II antedates Tel 'Ira Str. VII (where 

painted "Edomite" ware is clearly attested). ' 194 Consequently he dates the demise of 
Beersheba Str. II within the first quarter of the 7th cent. B. C., and tentatively suggests a 
destruction by Arabic mauraders (but other culprits are also possible). ' 195 

Interestingly Tel Arad Str. X-VIII, which also contain South Jordanian/Edomite vessels, are 
dated by E. A. Knauf between 750-650 B. C. ' 196, indicating a lower terminus ad quem than 

previously suggested. It cannot be ruled out that the terminal phase of Str. X may have to be 

lowered even more drastically, and further investigation of this thorny question will 

undoubtedly be forthcoming. 1197 It should also not be excluded that straightforward 8th cent. 

192 Cf. 0. Zimhona, Studies in the Iron Age Pottery of Israel, p. 258 and Figs. 5.18 + 5.28. 
193 E. A. Knauf, ibid, p. 183. 
144 E. A. Knauf, ibid, p. 184; also: I. Beit-Arieh, Tel ̀ Ira, p. 176 and infra L. Freud, "The Iron Age", pp. 194f. 
"45 E. A. Knauf, ibid, pp. 191f. 
796 E. A. Knauf, ibid, p. 182, n. 10. Z. Herzog dates the same strata to the second half of the 8th cent. B. C. - cf. 
Z. Herzog, "The Fortress Mound at Tel Arad: An Interim Report", TA 29: 1 (2002), pp. 14ff. The same is argued 
by L. Singer-Avitz in the same issue of TA, in her article: "The Iron Age Pottery Assemblages of Arad", e. g. p. 
180. 
197 A preliminary response to Knaufs criticisms as well as to the suggested lower dates for Tel `Ira Str. VII is 
found in: L. Singer-Avitz, "'Busayra Painted Ware' at Tel Beersheba", pp. 84-86. Naturally, as Singer-Avitz 
herself correctly admits, the dating of all these sites is directly linked with the dating of Lachish Str. III: "Since 
any ceramic study and dating in this period in Judah is hinged on the assumption that Lachish Level III was 
destroyed in 701 B. C. E, any given assemblage should be dated according to the resemblance to it or difference 
from it. " (p. 86). Few archaeologists will, however, be prepared to call into question the historical date of 701 
B. C. given to the destruction of Lachish Str. III, which is believed by so many to be one of the few solid anchor 
points within Iron Age chronology. Nevertheless this date was questioned by P. J. James et al., who lowered the 
the destruction of Lachish Str. III to 587 B. C. and consequently identified Str. IV as the city conquered by 
Sennacherib. See: P. J. James et al., Centuries of Darkness, pp. 176-178. 
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B. C. material evidence from Edom proper will be found. ' 198 As a matter of fact this would 

not surprise us either. Edomite kings indeed are referred to in the Assyrian annals from the 

reign of Tiglath-pil-eser III (ca. 735 B. C. ) onwards199, while the mid-80i cent. B. C. prophet 
Amos (Amos 1: 12) already refers to "the citadels of Bozrah" (probably modern Busayra) as 

an Edomite stronghold besides Teman. 1200 However, it seems that for the time being the 
discrepancy between the archaeological evidence and the historical sources cannot be 

resolved. 

But what does this mean for dating Umm el-Biyara? All that can be said is that the virtual 

absence of painted pottery at the site can hardly be due to the fact that its terminal date must 

come early, i. e. around the time of the introducton of this pottery, as per the pottery sequence 

suggested by S. Hart (see above). Even if the dates of the Iron Age IIB strata of the Arad- 

Beersheba Valley sites (which contain painted ware, albeit in small quantities) must be 

lowered to the first half of the 7th cent. B. C., as has been suggested by E. A. Knauf, the 

existence of painted "Edomite" vessels will still have overlapped with the existence of Umm 

el-Biyara. 

"" The earliest phase of Busayra may be from the late 8`h cent. B. C., but positive evidence is lacking so far - cf. 
P. Bienkowski, "The Date of Sedentary Occupation", p. 104; idem, "Buseirah" in: Oxford Enc., Vol. 1, p. 389. 
Current dating of this phase to the late 8`h cent. B. C. is based only on pottery parallels with late 8" cent. sites in 
S. Judah. Nevertheless the earliest painted pottery occurs as early as Phase 2 in Area C of Busayra, which 
according to Bienkowski must be early 7`h cent. B. C. see, Busayra, p. 351. G. Pratico has suggested an 8th cent. 
date for the beginning of the Fortified Settlement "IV" at Tall al-Khalayfi by drawing many parallels between its 
pottery assemblage and that of the so-called Lachish Str. III horizon. 
199 A king Qaudmalaku is referred to by Tiglath-pil-eser III (ANET 282); no king is named during the reign of 

Sargon 11 (721-705 B. C. ), but an anynomous ruler of the Edomites is referred to as tributary (ANET 287), and 
possibly servant Edomites are listed in a letter (Letter XVI) - see: J. Bartlett, Edom and the Edomites, p. 130. 
King Ayaramu is referred to by Sennacherib (705-681 B. C. ) - see ANET 287. 
1200 Some slight evidence of an 8th cent. B. C. occupation at Busayra was discussed by A. Milward. An Egyptian 
chalice fragment, which inscription she reconstructs as "given life like Re forever" recalls similar formulas 
found on 22nd-23d Dynasty chalices from Egypt (late 10`h-8`h cent. B. C. ). See: A. Milward, "A Fragment of an 
Egyptian Relief Chalice from Buseirah, Jordan", Levant VII (1975), pp. 16-17. K. A. Kitchen has, however, 
questioned both the validity of this artefact for dating and the reading and prefers to read here "Sobek-Re" 
succeeded by a lotus flower, in: P. Bienkowski (ed. ), Busayra, p. 429. 
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Chapter 4 

Summary and Conclusions 

1.1 The epigraphic material studied within this thesis 

In this thesis this author has attempted to provide an independent tool for dating the final 

phase of Iron Age IIC in both Cis- and Transjordan, with the aid of provenanced stratified 

seals and bullae from both regions. Only provenanced seals and bullae, potentially referring 
to individuals attested in the biblical narratives, and in extra-biblical contemporary 
historical documents (e. g. in royal Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian annals) pertaining to 

the last century of monarchic history (i. e. early 7th - early 6th cent. B. C. ), were selected. 
Also provenanced seals and bullae containing titles which were potentially restricted to the 

monarchic (if possible late monarchic) period were included, whose seal owners, however, 

are not necessarily attested otherwise. The titles rather than the individuals were considered 
to be indicative of the period prior to the demise of the late Iron Age monarchies in the Cis- 

and Transjordanian territories, which terminated during the first half of the 6th cent. B. C. 

The seal material derived both from stratified primary archaeological contexts and from 

later secondary contexts. The followings items were discussed: 

a) Seals and bullae from primary contexts 
i. From the territory of late Iron Age Judah (chapter 1): 

Three seals of Elyashib bn Ashyahu from Tel Arad Str. VII (Locus 779), bulla of 
Shebanyahu bn/fbd hmlk ("Son or Servant/Minister of the King") from Lachish Str. II 
(Locus 3), the bullae of Gemaryahu bn Shaphan and `Azaryahu bn Hilqiyahu from 

the City of David - Area G ("House of the Bullae"/Locus 967), the jar handle of nrt 
from Tel Goren Str. V (Locus 31). 

ii. From the territory of late Iron Age Ammon (chapter 2): 

The seal of Adoni-Nur °bd ("Servant/Minister of the king") Amminadab (late Iron 
Age tomb at Amman). 

iii. From the territory of late Iron Age Edom (chapter 3): 

The bulla of Qausgabr mlk 'dm ("King of Edom") from the one-period site of Umm 

el-Biyara (Locus A. XLI), the jar jandles of Qaus`anal ̀bd hmlk ("Servant/Minister of 
the King") from Tall al-Khalayfi Settlement "IV" (multiple loci), the signet seal of 
Yatom from Tall al-Khalayfi (Period "IV", room 63A). 
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b) Seals and bullae from secondary contexts 

i. From the territory of Judah (chapter 1): 

The seal of Ja'azanyahu ̀ bd hmlk ("Servant/Minister of the King") from Tel en- 
Nasbeh (Late Roman period Tomb 19), the bulla of Gedalyahu 'sr `lhbyt from Tel 

Lachish (unstratified), Ge'alyahu bn hmlk ("Son of the King") from Beth-Zur 

(Hellenistic period Citadel Cistern Locus 67/228). 

ii. From the territory of Ammon (chapter 2): 

The impressed jar stopper of Milkom'ur `bd ("Servant/Minister of [King]") 

Ba°alyisha' from Tall al-°Umayri (Field H). 

iii. From the territory of Edom (chapter 3): 

The bulla of mlklb` (PN unknown) `bd hmlk ("Servant/Minister of the King") from 

Busayra (Sq. B4 2.11, Phase 7/6 - Integrated Stage 3). 

1.2 The first group - stratified seals and bullae from primary late Iron Age strata 

a) The Palaeography 

All items from the first group of seals and bullae from primary archaeological contexts 

reveal clear late Iron Age palaeographic traits, typical of the last phase of the Iron Age - i. e. 
Iron Age IIC. The late 7t` cent. letter nun found on Judahite seals (with left vertical bar 

extending downward beyond the horizontal bar of its head) is seen e. g. on the Elyashib seals 
from Tel Arad (Str. VII), the Shebanyahu bulla from Lachish (Str. II), and the Gemaryahu 

bulla from the City of David (Str. 10). This developed distinctive type (according to the 

palaeographic system developed by A. G. Vaughn) finds excellent parallels on other datable 

late Iron Age seals and bullae, e. g. from the City of David Str. 10 and Lachish Str. II hoards 

and elsewhere. The use of the late 7th cent. type of the letter he (with unparalleled 
horizontals and the extension of the top horizontal beyond the vertical shaft), e. g. on the 

Shebanyahu bulla and the bulls of °Azaryahu from the City of David (Str. II) is also clearly 
indicative of the terminal phase of the Iron Age. The specimen found on the `Azaryahu 

bulla reveals an even more characteristic element (i. e. the vertical shaft bisects the top 
horizontal), which is typical for the very end of the period under discussion. These letters 

are different, both from those found on seals from the preceding period (late 8th cent. B. C. ), 

as well as from the succeeding Persian period (see: Appendix Q. The Adoni-Nur seal from 

a tomb in Amman reveals strong early to mid- 7th cent. B. C. Ammonite features, such as bet 

(with closed head and sharply curved baseline), lamed (with rounded upward curved 
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baseline), and closed square ̀ayin (unlike its round late 8th cent. B. C. predecessor), as well 

as the vertical stance of the other letters on the seal. The Qausgabr bulla from Umm el- 
Biyara reveals clear Edomite palaeographic features also attested on other 7th -6th cent. B. C. 

seals and bullae from Edom, e. g. the inverted dalet and the triangular headed qop. On the 
QausCanal jar handles from Tall al-Khalayfi, qop has begun to open up its head in 

accordance with the Aramaizing scribal tendencies within the Transjordanian scripts of the 

6th and 5th centuries B. C., so that a date for the script of the Qausgabr bulla within the 7th 

cent. B. C. seems likely. 

b) The Iconography 

The general tendency toward aniconic or near aniconic design of most Judahite seals and 
bullae from the terminal phase of Iron Age II is clearly a major indicator of that phase in 

Judah (e. g. simple double line field dividers, also common on Persian period Yehud seal 
impressions; floral or geometric field dividers, such as the fan-shaped - or perhaps 
"thunderbolt"-shaped - and lotus-bud field dividers on two of the Elyashib seals from Tel 

Arad, as well as the biconcave field divider on the Shebanyahu bulla from Lachish). It finds 

good parallels on provenanced and unprovenanced seals and bullae from that period. The 

human-headed lion-sphinx with S-shaped tail found on the royal bulla of Qausgabr from 

Umm el-Biyara (Edom) is closely reminiscent of similar representations found on 8th-7t' 

cent. B. C. Syro-Phoenician(izing) ivories from Nimrud, Arslan Tash and Samaria and 

unprovenanced Ammonite royal seals of king Ba`alyisha° (early 6' cent. B. C. ) and king (? ) 

Pado'el (early 7th cent. B. C. ). 

c) The Pottery Evidence 

The ceramic evidence, found in close association with this group of seals and bullae, also 

clearly confirms that these items belong to the final phase of the Iron Age II period: e. g. the 
degenerate water decanter juglets (typical of the very last stage of Iron Age II) were found 

in the same and in adjacent loci at Tel Arad Str. VII - Loc. 779 (Elyashib seals) 1201, at 
Lachish Str. II - adjacent Loc. 5 (the Shebanyahu bulla), and at City of David Str. 10 - 
Locus 967 (Gemaryahu and °Azaryahu bullae). These juglets are predominantly found at 
late Iron Age sites within Judah (e. g. at Tel `Ira Str. VI and at Ketef Hinnom) and 

sporadically are also found outside of the region (e. g. at Jordanian Dhiban). The standard 

1201 Note that these become even more frequent during Tel Arad Str. VI, which is the last late Iron Age stratum 
at the site. 
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sized late Iron Age folded rim bowls are found in the same and adjacent loci at Arad Str. 

VII - Loc. 779 (Elyashib seals ), at Lachish Str. II - Loc. 3 (Shebanyahu), at the City of 

David Str. 10 - Loc. 967 (Gemaryahu and °Azaryahu bullae). "Closed globular (with single 

ridged neck)" and "open cooking pots (with flaring ridged rim)" were retrieved from Tel 

Arad Str. VII Loc. 779, Lachish Str. II - Loc. 3, City of David Str. 10 - Loc. 967. Again 

these cooking pots are very common at Iron Age IIC sites in Judah (e. g. Tel Goren Str. V, 

Tel `Ira Str. VI, Beth-Zur Str. III, Tel Batash Str. II etc. ) and are also sometimes found 

elsewhere (e. g. Tall al-Mazar in Jordan - Str. V). Rosette store jars with and without rosette 

stamped handles (which are clearly restricted to the final stage of Iron Age IIC in Judah) 

were found at Lachish Str. II - nearby Locus 24, and at the City of David Str. 10 - Loc. 967 

(without stamped handles) and nearby Locus 818 (the adjacent room of the so called 

"House of Ahiel") within the same area, i. e. "Area G. " The typical late Iron Age water 

decanter (carinated and "bag shaped") was found at several late Iron Age sites, while the 

less common water decanter types, e. g. with straight and/or concave sides (more common at 

Transjordanian sites than in the territory of Judah), are also found at both sides of the Jordan 

rift (e. g. at Tel Migne/Ekron Str. IB-C; Lachish II - nearby Loc. 20), Adoni-Nur tomb 

(Amman), at Umm el-Biyara as well as in a tomb at Sidon (ca. 600 B. C. ). 

Assyrian imitated vessels (typical of the mid 7th - early 6th cent. B. C. ) were also found at 
some of these sites: e. g. handleless painted and unpainted ovoid store jars were found in the 

same Stratum VII (and also VI) at Tel Arad, unpainted specimens in Str. 10 - Area G of the 
City of David (in the adjacent "House of Ahiel"), and in the contemporary mid 7th - early 
6`h cent. B. C. tomb of Adoni-Nur at Amman. Other examples of these imitation Assyrian 

vessels were uncovered at contemporary sites in Israel (e. g. at Samaria Str. VII, Tel Batash 
Str. II and Tel Migne/Ekron Str. IB-C etc. ). The presence of painted and unpainted 
Assyrian-type "carrot shaped bottles" (particularly dominant in Transjordan, but also 
attested in the territory of Judah), imitation Assyrian everted rim bowls, and "flaring rim 
beaker mugs with loop handle" (the latter mainly attested within the territories of Iron Age 
Ammon and Edom) etc., again show that all these relevant sites belong to the same 
archaeological horizon, i. e. the final phase of Iron Age 11. Other small finds, e. g. "Inscribed 
Judahite Weights" (which belong predominantly to the Iron Age IIC period) were not 

restricted to Judahite sites (e. g. Beth-Zur, Tel Goren, Lachish etc. ), but at least one 

specimen was found also at the one-period contemporary site of Umm el Biyara (Trench A. 

XXI). A cosmetic palette in the form of a "North Phoenician goddess" (? ) (found e. g. at 
Umm el-Biyara and also attested at other mainly Transjordanian sites, e. g. at Ghrareh, 

Tawilan [territory of Edom] and Amman and Kerak [territories of Ammon and Moab]), 
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whose date range has recently been refined by some scholars to ca. 630-580 B. C. based on 
their close resemblance with similarly decorated tridacna shells known from multiple sites 
in the Middle East, also seems to belong the terminal phase of Iron Age II. Neo-Babylonian 

period seals and bullae (esp. in the Ammonite Adoni-Nur tomb at Amman and at Edomite 
Umm el-Biyara) helped to pinpoint the terminus ad quem for the end of these sites to the 
period after 604 B. C. - i. e. the beginning of the Neo-Babylonian hegemony in the Southern 
Levant, and possibly as late as 582/1 B. C. and 553/2 B. C. respectively, when these 

territories were finally subjugated by (and probably annexed to) Babylon. 

d) The Babylonian destruction/occupation 

Clear evidence of destruction was uncovered at Tel Arad Str. VII, Lachish Str. II, the City 

of David Str. 10 (all in the territory of Judah), and at Umm el-Biyara (in the territory of 
Edom). The chief culprits of these destructions may be identified as the Babylonians (or at 
Tel Arad Str. VII the destruction may have been caused by the Egyptians), but 

straightforward evidence for their identity is lacking. 

e) Possible identifications 

Historical identifications for the seal owners of this group were suggested: though 
admittedly rather conjectural, the patronym of the Elyashib seals (the latter was the military 
commander of Arad as is attested on ostraca from Str. VI) from Tel Arad Str. VII - 
Ashyahu has been equated, e. g. by W. F. Albright with King Josiah (- [Y]'oshiyahu) of 
Judah. As royal sons (not predestined for the throne) were not infrequently put in charge of 
high bureaucratic and military posts (at Jerusalem and at the fortress cities), and as 
according to an unprovenanced ostracon (from the S. Moussaieff Collection in London) - if 

genuine -a king Ashyahu seems to refer to king "Josiah", this tentative equation must be 

considered as a possibility, as has recently been done at least by one scholar (N. Fox). The 
title of the seal owner of the Shebanyahu bn/`bd hmlk bulls (Lachish Str. II) was found in all 
probability to be bn hmlk rather than `bd hmlk Although both titles were apparently 
restricted to the monarchy period, the title "King's Son" or perhaps better "King's 
Kinsman" (especially when found in association with a clearly Judahite theophoric personal 
name, as in this case), is undisputedly indicative of the period prior to the demise of the 
Judahite Kingdom in 586 B. C. Gemaryahu the son of Shaphan and cAzaryahu ben Hitgiahu 
(both referred to on bullae from the terminal Iron Age destruction level at the City of 
David) could very well belong to like-named characters from the time of the late Judahite 
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monarchy as attested in the Old Testament (i. e. the Minister of king Jehoiakim, Jer. 

36: 10ff., and the high priest referred to in e. g. 1 Chron. 6: 13). The find spot, the relative 

rarity of names (especially the name Shaphan, as well as the virtual uniqueness of these 

name pairs within the ancient Hebrew onomasticon), as well as other considerations have 

led to these likely identifications. The royal master whom Adoni-Nur served was identified 

with Amminadab I, who is known from both the Assyrian annals of Ashurbanipal and the 

Tell Siran bottle inscription. The palaeography and the possibly unbroken chronological 

sequence of attested late 8th - early 6th cent. B. C. Ammonite kings etc., makes this equation 

probable. The inscription on the royal bulla of Qausgabr from Edom could be restored 

almost completely after renewed investigation based on newly produced casts, and 

consequently can now be read with a high degree of probability as: "Qausga[r] mlk Edom", 

i. e. confirming the reading suggested by the original excavator, Mrs. C. -M. Bennett. The 

rarity of the name Qausgabr in the Edomite onomasticon makes an equation with the like- 

named king of Edom attested in the royal annals of Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal likely. 

Although the jar impressions of Qaus`anal ̀bd hmlk (from Tall al-Khalayfi - Settlement 

"IV") may date to the Edomite monarchic period before 553/2 (when Edom was probably 

conquered by king Nabonidus of Babylon), a date later than 553/2 cannot be excluded due 

to the fact that, at the time when the Achaemenid king Cambyses II invaded Egypt (525 

B. C. ), the area was once again ruled by a king, this time an Arabian monarch. Hence 

Qaus°anal could also have served a royal Arab master, i. e. after the demise of the Edomite 

monarchy; it is worth noting that the palaeographic date of the seal impressions would 

allow for a date into the second half of the sixth century B. C. As the date of these impressed 

jar handles at Tall al-Khalayfi is not secure, the discussion was assigned to ch. 3- Excursus 

II. 

Hence, several important aspects confirm that the above seals and bullae (except the 
Qaus`anal jar handle impressions, whose date is not certain), date to the terminal phase of 
late Iron Age II on the one hand (even if some of the identifications suggested must remain 
tentative), and to the late monarchic period in both Cis- and Transjordan on the other (i. e. 
the early 7t° - first half of the 6`h cent. B. C. ). 

The signet seal of Jatom from Tall al-Khalayfi was briefly discussed in Excursus II (ch. 3). 

Although this individual was originally identified with king Jotham of Judah (date: 750-732 
B. C. ), by some scholars, the palaeographic date and origin (early 70 cent. Moabite or 
Edomite script), the name itself (Yatom, "Orphan", rather than "J[eh]otam"), and the lack of 
indicative royal titles or a patronym, render this suggestion unlikely. 
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1.3 The second group - provenanced seals and bullae from secondary late Iron Age strata 

Even with the second group of seals and bullae from secondary archaeological contexts, it 

was postulated that in most cases sufficient evidence was available to allow us to attribute 
these to the their original late Iron Age IIC strata. 

a) Reconstructing the original archaeological context 

The Ya'azanyahu seal, the Gedalyahu and Ge'alyahu bullae (from Judah), as well as the 

impressed jar stopper of Milkom'ur (from Ammon) contained clear palaeographic traits 

(related to the regional late Iron Age scripts), which pointed to a late 7th - early 6th cent. 

B. C. date. The same is probably true of the m1k1b` bulla from Busayra, but as the area was 

probably only conquered by the Babylonians in 553/2 B. C. (Nabonidus campaign), and was 

ruled again by an Arabian king no later than 525 B. C. (see above), it cannot be established 

with certainty whether the bulla originated from the first or the second half of the 6th cent. 

B. C. 1202 Iconographic elements found on the Ya'azanyahu seal from Tel en- 

Nasbeh/Benjamin-Judah region (i. e. with a fighting cock), the jar stopper of Milkom'ur 

from Tall al--°Umayri/Ammon (i. e. with a 4-winged scarab beetle flanked by floral standard 

motifs [inverted crescent and disk mounted on poles]) find good parallels on other seals 

from the period under discussion. Cocks (including fighting cocks) are associated on 

provenanced and unprovenanced stamp seals from the late 8th - 6th cent. B. C. Neo-Assyrian 

and Neo-Babylonian period with the divine astral symbols of Shamash and Sin, while the 

beetle symbol flanked by identical floral motifs is also found on other provenanced and 

unprovenanced Ammonite seals from the 7th-6th cent. B. C., and has probably a 

Phoenician(izing) background. 

In addition, the Ya'azanyahu seal was discovered in a deposit in the late Roman period 
tomb 19 at Tel en-Nasbeh with burnished pottery sherds (typical of the Iron Age) of bowls 

which are common during the Iron Age IIB-C periods, and a complete cylindrical juglet, 

which finds parallels during the Persian-Hellenistic period. These finds seem to suggest that 

the Roman period tomb had been substantially recut from an early Iron Age-Persian period 
bench tomb, potentially indicating the primary context of the seal. The Milkom'ur jar 

stopper was discovered in the topsoil of the palatial structure at Tall al-°Umayri, but in view 

1202 Also the re-dating of its original Phase 7/6 - to the post-Nabonidus Intergrated Stage 3 by P. Bienkowski in 
the recently published final publication on Busayra, complicates the matter considerably. 
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of. a) the lack of substantial building material within this area from the earlier half of the 

Iron Age II period; b) the discovery of an ostracon in cursive late Ammonite 6t' cent. B. C. 

script in a construction pit in Field B (due north of Field H- belonging to the same building 

complex); and c) other Ammonite seals discovered within the same area, it becomes readily 

clear that the seal must belong to the early phase of the late Iron Age-Persian period 

administrative palatial complex (i. e. first half of the sixth cent. B. C. ). Also the discovery of 
Persian period seal impressions with typical Aramaizing scripts at the site (including the 

same area) - characteristic of the late O'-5`h centuries B. C. - seem to support the early 6t' 

cent. date for the seal. 

b) Possible Identifications 

Ya'azanyahu was tentatively identified with the like-named military commander of king 

Zedekiah, who, after the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 B. C., joined forces with Gedaliah the 

Judean governor of the Babylonians at Mizpah (Jer. 40: 7ff. ). As he was killed at Mizpah 

(which is identified with Tel en-Nasbeh by most scholars), the discovery of his seal at a 

tomb at Mizpah/Tel en-Nasbeh would seem compatible with the historical evidence 

pertaining to this biblical character. 

The royal master of Milkom'ur, Bacalyishac, has been identified by most scholars with the 
biblical king of the Ammonites, Bacalis, who supported the assassination of Gedaliah and 
his entourage (including Ya'azanyahu) in 586 or alternatively in 582/1 B. C. (Jer. 40: 14). 

The biblical version of the name is believed to be based on a local Judahite pronunciation of 
the Transjordanian original personal name. 

Although perhaps also attested on an unprovenanced bulla from the so-called "Burned 

Archive" published by N. Avigad (containing bullae which may relate to biblical characters: 

e. g. Nathan[-Melek], Gedalyahu the Minister, Yerahme'el the King's Son, and Baruch the 

son of Neriah, the Scribe), the seal owner of the Ge'alyahu bulla (from Beth-Zur) is given 
the title "King's Son" or "King's Kinsman" (like Shebanyahu bn hmlk on the bulla from 
Lachish Str. II - see above). While the theophoric yahwistic personal name indicates that 
the seal owner originated in Judah, the title implies that he lived in Palestine before the 
demise of the Judahite kingdom. The bulla therefore probably originated from the late Iron 

Age Stratum III at Beth-Zur. 
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Both titles 'sr `lhbyt (Gedalyahu bulla) and 'bd hmlk and or 'bd + Royal Name 

(Ya'azanyahu, Milkom'ur, mlklbc) are indicative of the monarchic period also. In particular, 

the title 'bd + anonymous "hmlk" is found on Judahite seals and bullae from ca. 700 B. C. 

onward, while the term 'bd + R[oyal] N[ame] was the standard term used during the 8th 

cent. B. C. The same may be true for the kingdom of Edom. Apparently this situation was 
different within the kingdom Ammon, where the title `bd + RN continued to be used until 
the end of the monarchic period in the early 6th cent. B. C. The term `bd hmlk/RN does not 

seem to be attested thereafter, i. e. on epigraphic finds from the Neo-Babylonian and 
Achaemenid periods. 

Gedalyahu the 'Sr `Ihbyt (on an unstratified bulla from Lachish) has been tentatively 

identified with the Judean governor at Mizpah, who - as will be explained in more detail in 

Appendix A- may well have served as "Minister over the Palace" prior to the fall of 
Jerusalem in 586 B. C., i. e. during the reign of Zedekiah. Alternatively, an equation with a 
like-named minister during the latter's reign, "Gedaliah the son of Pashhur", is also 

possible. 

1.4 The seal evidence links the late monarchy period to the final phase of Iron Age II 

Taken together both groups of seals and bullae seem to link the terminal phase of Iron Age 
II with the late monarchic periods in the Cis- and Transjordan regions. Even if the Iron Age 

pottery tradition seems to have continued in these regions beyond the Neo-Babylonian 

conquests and the annexation of Judah, Ammon and Edom, the late monarchy period clearly 
belongs to the Iron Age IIC period, as has been suggested by most scholars. A drastic shift 

of this particular archaeological horizon into the Achaemenid period (as e. g. P. J. James et 
al have suggested - see Introduction), does not seem to be supported by the epigraphic 

evidence discussed within this thesis. 

Supporters of such a drastic revision may perhaps object that the argument is circular, 
because the ceramic and epigraphic evidence is largely dependent for its dates on the 

conventional link between the end of the monarchic period and the final phase of Iron Age 

IIC. However, this author has demonstrated that the circularity can be broken by a careful 
examination of the names and titles on specific seals and bullae. If it is accepted on the 
basis of these names and titles that some of these seals and bullae can belong only to the late 

monarchic period, then the chronology of the ceramic and epigraphic evidence has been 

supplied for the first time with a firm and independent peg. 
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Appendix A 

Gedaliah ben Ahigam in the Light of Epigraphic Evidence1203 
(A Response to B. Becking) 

I. The Point in Question 

1. The Biblical Tradition 

According to 2 Kgs. 25: 22-26 and Jer. 39: 14; 40: 7 - 41: 18, the nonroyal Gedaliah, son of 

Ahiqam, was appointed governor over Judah at Mizpah (Tel en-Nasbeh) by the Babylonians 

after the Fall of Jerusalem in 586 B. C. The appointment is not surprising, as Gedaliah's close 

relatives, ministers at the Judahite palace, had been members of the pro-Babylonian party 

within the king's entourage. The biblical narratives are silent about Gedaliah's own role 

within the Judahite state bureaucracy during the last days of the monarchy. Gedaliah's rule as 

a governor, however, was shortlived as a certain Ishmael, son of Nethaniah (of royal descent), 

with the support of king Ba`alis of Ammon, led a massacre of Gedaliah and his military staff. 

2. The Gedaliah Finds 

It has been suggested by a number of scholars1204 that several inscribed objects, which name a 

high Judahite official Gedalyahu, are in fact referring to the Judean governor prior to the Fall 

of Jerusalem in 586 B. C.. 

One provenanced - though unstratified - bulla was uncovered by the British Wellcome- 

Marston Expedition to Lachish in 1935.1205 It names a certain Gedalyahu in the role of `sir 

`Ihbyt -a term variously translated as "Minister of the Royal House", "Steward of the Palace", 

1201 This Appendix is a shortened version of a longer article published by this author in German: "Beschriftete 
Siegel als Beweis fir das biblische Israel? - Gedaija and seine Mörder par exemple (eine Antwort an Bob 
Becking)", in: F. Ninow (ed. ), Wort and Stein, pp. 238-259. The English version is based on a lecture given by 
this author at the international SBL meeting 2004 in Groningen/Netherlands. An almost identical version will 
be published shortly by M. Lubetski in the conference proceedings on "Epigraphical and Paleological Studies 
Pertaining to the Biblical World", Sheffield Phoenix Press - summer 2005. 
120' E. g. J. A. Soggin, A History of Israel, p. 252; D. J. Wiseman, Nebuchadrezzar and Babylon, p. 38; R. 
Althann, "Gedaliah", in: ABD - Vol. II, pp. 923-924; E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, p. 306; R. 
Albertz, Die Exilszeit, p. 81. 
1205 WSS 405. S. H. Hooke, "A Scarab and Sealing from T. Duweir", PEQ 67 (1935), pp. 195-196. This bulla 
(originally housed at the Institute of Archaeology in London) has disappeared. Despite an intensive search and 
repeated communication with responsible curators at various museums in the UK and Israel, the seal impression 
unfortunately remains missing. 
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or "Majordomo. ""' Its fine palaeographic traits suggest a date around 600 B. C. (e. g. "h" in 

the lower register' 207). 

Two unprovenanced bullae belonging to a certain "Gedalyahu `bd hmlk", have also been 

associated with the same senior officer, suggesting that the honorific title `bd hmlk is a mere 

general description of his prominent role within the state bureaucracy. 120S One of these bullae 

belongs to S. Moussaieff of London and Herzliya. Again the palaeography points to a date 

around 600 B. C. ("he", and also: dalet'209). 

3. The Queries 

Although generally accepted, the equivalence of the person named on the bullae with the 

biblical governor Gedaliah, has been queried by Dutch scholar B. Becking. 1210 Becking argues 

that: 

i. the name Gedalyahu is very common during the 8U' - 5th cent. B. C., which renders 

any identification problematic, 
ii. it is unlikely that the Babylonians "... would have appointed a former high officer in 

such a delicate position as the governor of a conquered area", and that, 

iii. another Gedaliah, son of Pashhur (Jer. 38: 1), makes a better candidate for the owner 

of the bullae, as he indeed is attested during the reign of Zedekiah as a palace official, 

while such role remains unattested for Gedaliah "the governor. " 

Becking concludes that the identification of Gedaliah the governor with the owner of the 

provenanced bulla from Lachish is therefore very unlikely indeed. But is it really? Becking 

'206 Recently cf. N. S. Fox, In the Service of the King, pp. 81-96; Y. Avishur and M. Heltzer, Studies on the 
Royal Administration, pp. 76-81. 
1207 The palaeographic traits of he in the second register reveal clear late 7`"-early 6`h century traits: the upper 
horizontal bar intersects the vertical shaft and extends well beyond it. The three horizontal bars are irregularly 
spaced and its lowest bar curves up on the left. For an excellent discussion of these traits see: e. g. A. G. Vaughn, 
"Palaeographic Dating of Judaean Seals and its Significance for Biblical Research", BASOR 313 (1999), p. 52; 
L. G. Herr, SANSS, p. 91; J. Renz and W. Rbilig, HAE 11/2, p. 182. For more details see also the main thesis 
above. 
1208 WSS 409 (Y. Sasson collection - Jerusalem); R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, No. 8, p. 72 (S. 
Moussaieff Collection - London). Also see: Renz and Röllig, ibid: p. 184, Nos. 3.18-3.19. For an excellent 
recent discussion of the honorific use of the title `bd hmlk see: e. g. N. S. Fox, In the Service of the King, pp. 53- 
63 (p. 62). 
1209 WSS 409: he - both top and bottom registers, dalet esp. top register. Deutsch, ibid, No. 8: he - top and 
bottom registers. For a description of palaeographic traits and relevant literature see above n. 4, 
1210 B. Becking, "Inscribed Seals as Evidence for Biblical Israel? Jeremiah 40.7-41.15 par exemple", in: L. L. 
Grabbe (ed. ), Can A 'History ofIsrael' Be Written?, pp. 65-83 (75-78). 
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also argues that the Gedaliah story originated after the Exile, and that its historicity is not 

securely established. 1211 

II. Reinvestigating the Evidence 

1. Gedaliah in the Light of Historical Evidence 

Becking's arguments appear logical at first glance. However, when examined more closely 

they are found to be inconclusive. Even if we cannot prove with certainty that the above 
identifications are correct, there is sufficient evidence to make them seem probable. 

1. Becking's first criticism, that the name Gedalyahu is too common to be significant, is 

simply unfair. 1212 If one takes all the evidence together, only very few attested Gedalyahus 

could be considered to be alternative candidates for the senior officer whose bulla was 

uncovered at Lachish. For most of these lack any title (leaving us unsure of their precise 

identity), and/or were situated far away from the Judahite capital (where the "Minister of 

the Royal House" apparently had his seat). Also, some of these seals/bullae reveal such a 

crude script that it hardly seems likely that their seal owners had been men of high 

rank. 1213 

1211 According to Becking, one does not need to accept its reliabity, even if the equations suggested here were to 
be proved correct. The underlying presupposition of this procedure, however, seems peculiar. Usually scholars 
consider biblical traditions more reliable when these are substantiated by archaeological "proof. " 
1212 Becking is surely correct, that the name Gedaliah is attested frequently during the 7`1°5th centuries B. C. both 
in extra-biblical (Becking listed the following examples: Arad Ostracon 21: 1-2: gdlyhw [bn] 'ly; Gibeon Jar: 
handle No. 58: m[gd]lyh[w]; the following bullae: [WSS 405] gdlyhw 'Jr `ihbyt; [WSS 409] gdlyhw cbd hmlk 
[WSS 468] gd[ly]hw hw[kfyhw; [WSS 5041 hnnyhw bn gdlyhw; seal [WSS 120] gdlyhw bn Jby) as well as in 
biblical sources (in addition to the afore mentioned governor): the grandfather of the prophet Zephaniah (Zeph. 
1: 1) - ca. 670 B. C.; the descendant of Jeshua (Ezra 10: 18) - ca. 450 B. C.; king Zedekiah's official (Jer. 38: 1-6) - 
ca. 590 B. C. 
1213 a) Although the person called Gedaliah mentioned on Tel Arad ostracon no. 21 is considered as a superior 
by the letter writer Jehucal at the beginning of the 6t1i cent. B. C. (Str. VI - Locus 649 in a side room belonging 
to the commander of the fortress, Elyashib), whether or not this addressee really was a dignitary from Jerusalem 
is a different matter. This is not only unknown (too little has been preserved of the letter to allow for such an 
assumption), but also it seems improbable politically as well as geographically. As the ostracon was found at 
Tell Arad and as it is addressed to Gedaliah, it would be more likely to assume that the addressee resided at Arad 
(or somewhere near the southern frontier of Judah) as is also the case with other persons addressed on the Arad 
ostraca, e. g. the fortress commander Elyashib and his representative Nahum. 

b) Becking's example from Gibeon, i. e. the mention of rn[gd]lyh[w], not only is fragmentarily preserved, its 
meaning is only distantly related to the name Gedalyahu, and hence should not have been used. Although the 
name derives from the same root GDL, it has a different connotation: Migdalyahu = "Tower of Jahweh" over 
and against Gedaliah, i. e. "Jahweh is great" - cf. S. L. Gogel, A Grammar of Epigraphic Hebrew, p. 315; W. A. 
VanGemeren (ed. ), NIDOTTE, Vol. 1, p. 823 No. 1540, Vol. 2, p. 841, No. 4463. 

c) The unpovenanced bulla of Hananiah son of Gedaliah (WSS 504) has been related by some to the governor 
Gedaliah. As we do not possess a patronym for this Gedalyahu, such suggestion can be no more than tentative. 
Another equation has been proposed by this author elsewhere, i. e. with "Hanau, the son of Igdalah" in Jer 35.4 
(LXX Jer. 42.4 Ananiou uiou Godoliou), a high ranking temple prophet in Jerusalem. If this equation is 
accepted, then Hananyahu's father Gedalyahu cannot be equated, neither with the governor Gedaliah nor with 
the likenamed "Minister of the Palace. " See: P. G. van der Veen, "Two/Too Little Known Bullae: Some 
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2. Becking's criticism that Nebuchadnezzar would not have appointed a governor from 

amongst the previous palace courtiers is weak for several reasons: 

a) Gedaliah was a member of the well known pro-Babylonian Shaphanide family of court 

officials, and as such was well suited for the office of governor of the newly founded 

Babylonian province of Judah. 1214 The probability that the Babylonians would indeed have 

chosen a qualified Jewish aristocrat from amongst their adherents in Jerusalem was 

recognized long ago by Pere de Vaux: 

"Son Ore et son oncle Gamaries avaient soutenue Jeremie et I'on peut en conclure qu'ils 

partageaient ses vues politiques sur la soumission aux Chaldeens ... On comprend alors 

tres bien que Nabuchodonosor lui ait confie 1'administration du territoire de Juda et que 
Jeremie ait choisie de rester pres de lui, plutöt que suivre les deportes ... " 

1215 

That a pro-Babylonian party existed during the reign of king Zedekiah (i. e. at least during his 

latter years), is known not only from the biblical narratives within the book of Jeremiah (Jer. 

38: 19; 39: 9), but also from a contemporary provenanced ostracon from Tel ed- 

Duweir/Lachish, Stratum II. It was uncovered during the British excavations in 1935 in a side 

chamber of the outer Gate House and predates the destruction of the city by the Babylonians 

in 587 B. C. 1216 The scribe of "Lachish Ostracon no. VI" accuses a group of officials (Hebr. 

s'1'm) situated in Jerusalem1217 of political treason because they were opposing the g (apparently 

Preliminary Notes", in: R. Deutsch (ed. ), Shlomo - Studies in Epigraphy, Iconography, History and Archaeology 
in Honor of Shlomo Moussaief, pp. 250-253. 

d) The seal impression of a gd[ly]hw hw[Jf yhw (WSS 468 - two halves) and the seal of a gdlyhw bn S by (WSS 
120) both derive from the antiquities market. Nothing is known about their provenance let alone their name 
bearers, as they are not attested elsewhere in separate historical sources. The writing is crude and this may 
perhaps be taken as evidence of the lower social status of the seal owners in question. Nothing more can be said 
about the identity of the seal owners. 
1214 Indeed Gedaliah the son of Ahigam was part of a group of pro-Babylonian nobility, who belonged to the 
intimate sphere of confidence of the prophet Jeremiah, who in turn was believed to be an "ally of the 
Babylonians" (Jer. 29: 3; 36: 11,19,25; 39: 11 ff.; 40: 1-6). Quite naturally Gedaliah seemed the right man to take 
on the post of Judahite governor of the new Babylonian province. E. g. D. J. Wiseman, Nebuchadrezzar and 
Babylon, p. 38; R. Althann, "Gedaliah", ABD Vol. 2, pp. 923-924; E. Stem, Archaeology of the Land of the 
Bible, p. 306. We do not know for sure, which of Gedaliah's relatives still belonged to the pro-Babylonian party 
in Jerusalem after the exile of Jehoiachin's court officials in 597 B. C., but we do know from the biblical sources 
(Jet 37: 12; 38: 19) that such a party existed. 0. Lipschits has suggested that Mizpah and its Benjaminite environs 
already housed the head quarters of the pro-Babylonian party of Judah and the Babylonian troops during the 
siege of Jerusalem, in order to be able to supply both nourishment and arms more effectively to the besieging 
army. See: 0. Lipschits, "Nebuchadrezzar's policy in `Hattu-Land' and the Fate of the Kingdom of Judah", UF 
30 (1998), pp. 480-82. 
1215 R. de Vaux, "Le sceau de Godolias, maitre du palais", RB 45 (1936), pp. 101-102. Likewise see e. g. R. 
Alberti, ibid, p. 81. 
1216 E. g. D. Ussishkin, "Lachich", in: E: Stern, NEAEHL, Vol. 3, p. 910. 
'217 This part of the ostracon is difficult to read. The ink is very faint. Even so, some scholars support the 
emendation/restoration: kzwt w[byr]irlm h[n]h I mlk [wlbytw ... 

]. E. g. J. Renz and W. Röllig, HAE I, p. 427; 
K. A. D. Smelik, Historische Dokumente aus dem alten Israel, p. 119.1 was able to examine the relevant phrases 
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pro-Egyptian) course steered by the "king and his house. " (see: Fig. 106) By utilizing virtually 

the same expression as found in Jeremiah 38: 4 (where the prophet is criticized for the effect 

his words have had on the soldiers and citizens), the writer of Letter VI pleads with the 

Lachishite commander, Jaosh, not only to reject the officials' advice, but also to reprimand the 

culprits by sending them a letter, because: "The words of the officials are not good. They 

weaken your hands and make the hands of the king's informants go down. " 1218 As K. A. 

Smelik has cogently argued, the letter seems to refer to the pro-Babylonian party. No names 

are mentioned, but it seems justified to assume that Gedaliah was either one of them, or by 

this time had become their ringleader. 

Fig. 106 - Lachish Ostracon V1 (Courtesy of the Israel Museum - Jerusulam) 

b) Concerning the question as to why Nebuchadnezzar "... would have appointed a former 

high officer in such a delicate position as the governor of a conquered area", one must 

consider that: 

of the ostracon during my visit to the Israel Museum in August 2004. By using a magniflying glass, and 
subsequently by studying a high resolution photographic scan of Letter VI, it seemed straightforward that the 
reading "Jerusalem" (with bet, yod and resh) can be clearly deciphered. This author's reading and interpretation 
of the letter will be published in a future article. 
1218 Lachish Ostrakon No. 6 In 6-7: dbry h §rm 1w tbm lrPt YdYk [wlý9t [] YdY h'[dm]. Jeremiah 38: 4 reads: Ay- 
'I-kn hw'-mrp' 't ydy 'nky hmlhmh. Other letters e. g. No. 3 also contain hints at political frictions amongst the 
Judahite officials. Its scribe along with an anonymous prophet criticizes the fact that a military commander, 
Konyahu the son of Elnatan, had gone down into Egypt. He, unfortunately, does not inform us about the nature 
of the mission. Though speculative, this situation seems reminiscent of events described by Ezekiel, who states 
that Zedekiah had sent messengers to Egypt (i. e. to Pharaoh Apries), to agree on arms supply in preparation of 
an imminent rebellion against Babylon (Ezek. 17: 15). At any rate, in whatever way Konyahu's mission was 
related, Egypt seems to have come to the aid of Judah even to the point that the Babylonian temporarily had to 
lift their siege of the Judahite capital (Jer. 37: 5-11). See: J. Renz W. Röllig, HAE 1, pp. 406.413; K. A. D. 
Smelik, Historische Dokumente aus dem alien Israel, p. 115 etc. Also R. Deutsch and P. G. van der Veen, 
"Sehend in die Katastrophe", AbArch 4 (2004), p. 38. 
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i) this was not the only time that the Neo-Babylonians appointed a Judahite (and/or 

Levantine) aristocrat in a high position1219, and thus risked subsequent rebellion; 

ii) as D. S. Vanderhooft has recently argued, the political strategy of the Babylonians in 

the Levant was much less structured than that of the Assyrians. ' 220 As a rule they seem 
to have preferred local representatives1221, and by frequently (almost annually) 

reinvading the peripheries of the empire, they sought to reinforce their hegemony and 
levy tribute. ' 222 

In short, if we give due weight to the fact that a) Gedaliah was a member of the pro- 
Babylonian party, and that b) the Babylonians frequently appointed local vassals in the 
Levant and that they showed little interest in a permanent military occupation of the region, 
it becomes apparent that Becking's critique is untenable. 

3. Becking's proposal that the Lachish bulla of Gedalyahu 'sr `lhbyt may instead have 

belonged to a "Gedaliah son of Pashhur" (attested in Jer. 38: 1-6), who indeed was a royal 

official of king Zedekiah, naturally deserves to be taken more seriously. '223 As this 
Gedaliah's precise function at the court is unknown, he may have been "Minister of the 
Royal Palace" and may have used the honorific ̀ bd hmlk on some of his seals. 

Regardless of whether the owner of the bulla is ultimately to be equated with Gedaliah "the 

governor" (a view which this author prefers to maintain) or, as Becking suggests, with the 

129 Already in 597 B. C. they had appointed Jehoiakim's younger brother Mattaniah/Zedekiah as vassal in stead 
of his exiled nephew Jehoiachin. Also we read in the Babylonian Chronicle: "... He (Nebuchadnezzar) appointed 
a king of his own choice (Zedekiah) in the city (Jerusalem) ... 

": A. R. Millard, "The Babylonian Chronicle 
(1.137)", in: W. W. Hallo & K. L. Younger, Canonical Compositions from the Biblical World, Vol. 1, p. 468. The 
fact that the Babylonians seem to have been less cautious than the Assyrians is clear also from other sources: 
e. g. the Babylonians recognized the princes of Tyre, Gaza, Sidon, Arvad, Ashdod etc. on the Istanbul-Prism as 
representatives of their own rule in Phoenicia and Palestine, and after the Babylonians had besieged the city of 
Tyre for 13 years, local vassals succeeded to the Tyrian throne. Jos. Flavius, Against Apion, Book 1: 21. Also E. 
Stern, Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, Vol. 2, pp. 305-306. Vanderhooft considers it likely that the 
Babylonians appointed another governor at Mizpah after the murder of Gedaliah. The only recognizable 
Babylonian governor "singled out in cuneiform sources held office in Arpad, north of Aleppo in the Upper 
Euphrates region": D. S. Vanderhooft, The Neo-Babylonian Empire and Babylon in the Latter Prophets, p. 205. 
1220 D. S. Vanderhooft, ibid, pp. 98-99.105.205; also: ibid, "Babylonian Strategies of Imperial Control in the 
West: Royal Practice and Rhetoric", in: 0. Lipschits and J. Blenkinsopp (eds. ), Judah and the Judeans in the 
Neo-Babylonian Period, pp. 235-262. 
'22' E. g. the loyal cities referred to on the Istanbul-Prism of Nebuchadnezzar were not ruled by governors, but by 
local kings - see Vanderhooft, ibid, p. 205. 
" Vanderhooft, ibid, pp. 98-99. Similarly, according to E. Edel, the Babylonians sought to reappoint the 
former Pharaoh Apries in place of Amasis. This endeavor, however, failed: E. Edel, "Amasis and Nebukadrezar 
Il. ", GM 29 (1978), pp. 13-20. 
"' Unlike his namesake, this Gedaliah was an opponent of Jeremiah, who put the latter in jail, because of his 
words of doom. His father Pashhur may either have been "the son of Immer" (Jer. 20: 1-6), a temple overseer, or 
"the son of Malchiah", also a priest (1 Chron 9: 12). 
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like-named official at Zedekiah's court, Becking's overly critical estimation seems 

unwarranted in the light of the above considerations: 

"Therefore, on a scale of one to ten, the probability of the identification of gdlyhw 'fir 

`Ihbyt with the assassinated governor is in my view two, or low probability. " 1224 

2. Gedaliah's relatives and friends in the Light of Epigraphic Evidence'225 

Other epigraphic evidence also seems to substantiate that Gedaliah's family - that of the 

"Shaphanids" - was active at the palace during the final years of the Judahite monarchy. 

These inscribed sources therefore indirectly support the view that Gedaliah himself may have 

held a lofty position prior to the Fall of Jerusalem, especially, if one considers that official 

posts within the royal bureaucracies of the ancient Levant were not infrequently held by only 

a small number of reliable aristocratic families. 1226 

1. Gemaryahu, son of Shaphan (provenanced) 

In summer 1982, some 53 bullae were uncovered from the destruction debris of the so called 

"House of the Bullae" (Locus 967) of Stratum 10 (Area G) at the City of David, by 

archaeologists of the Hebrew University (under the supervision of the late Yigal Shiloh). 

1224 B. Becking, ibid, p. 78. 
'z25 This list is by no means exhaustive. E. g. the owner of a seal found by W. Bade in 1938 in tomb 19 at Tell 
en-Nasbe1 (ancient Mizpah), i. e. Ya'azanyahu `bd hmlk, has been frequently identified with Ya'azanyahu the 
son of the Maacathite, one of Zedekiah's military commanders, who had fled before the Babylonians and 
subsequently joined Gedaliah at Mizpah (2Kgs 25: 23; Jer. 40: 7ff. ). Although this equation must remain 
tentative, several arguments may support it, as is discussed at length above, ch. 1: 2.1: a) the palaeography (e. g. 
aleph, he and nun), as well as the unusual iconography of a fighting cock suggest a date close to 600 B. C. (cocks 
are depicted as ̀ astral' icons on e. g. 7"'-6th cent. Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian seals, on an unprovenanced 
seal of Jeho'ahaz bn hm/k - WSS 13, as well as on provenanced jar handles from 6h cent. B. C. Gibeon), b) the 
title `bd hmlk (like the biblical Ya'azanyahu, the seal owner was an official of the Judahite monarch), c) the 
place of discovery in a tomb at Tell en-Nasbeh (Ya'azanyahu was killed at Mizpah), and d) although the tomb in 
its present state dates to the late Roman period, the discovery of the seal in association with late Iron Age 
pottery, suggests that an original late Iron Age tomb had existed here (the pottery evidence has been examined 
by this author). See: W. Bad6, "The Seal of Jaazaniah", ZA W 51 (N. F. 10) (1933); also above: ch. 1, No. 1.1. 
' This case is especially well argued by N. S. Fox in her essay: "Royal Officials and Court Families: A New 
Look at the Yeladim in I Kings 12", BA 59/4 (Dec. 1996), pp. 225-32. She argues that the y%ädim in 1 Kgs 12 
were sons of officials and courtiers like the jirdw n kip, "children of Pharaoh's household", widely attested 
during 18th Dynasty Egypt (1550-1300 B. C. ). Also see: N. Fox, In the Service of the King, pp. 72-76. Fox refers 
to several biblical genealogies and adds several genealogical charts to substantiate her view that there is clear 
evidence from the Hebrew Bible that indeed several offices at the court were hereditary or were held by their 
descendants, ibid, pp. 76ff., Table C: 1-10. Also: P. G. van der Veen, "Too/Two Little Known Bullae", pp. 248ff. 
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One of the bullae names a certain "Gemaryahu the son of Shaphan. "1227 Unfortunately no title 

is given (as is the case with the majority of provenanced and unprovenanced seals and 

bullae1228). As L. Mykytiuk has recently set out in his work on biblical persons in Northwest 

Semitic inscriptions, and as we too discuss at length in the PhD thesis above, a combination of 

aspects seems to suggest that this person may indeed be identical with the like-named royal 

minister of king Jehoiakim's court, a brother of Ahiqam the son of Shaphan (and hence uncle 

of Gedaliah the governor), and personal friend of the prophet Jeremiah (Jer. 36: 9-12; 25- 

26). 1229 

The unique combination of several fortunate circumstances appears to enhance this likely 

identification: the association of two relatively rare names (especially the patronym 

, Shaphan)1230, the fine script (which would be appropriate of a high ranking state offcial)'231 

the palaeographic traits (e. g. the late 7th cent. writing of nun in the lower register 1232), the 

findspot (the elite quarter, situated only ca. 250m away from the palace and temple area, 

where Gemaryahu must have had his office1233), as well as the associated late Iron Age pottery 

'227 This bulla was studied by the author during several visits to the Israel Museum during the period 2002-2004. 
He would like to express his gratitude to Mrs. Michal Dayaqi-Mendels, curator of the Israel Museum in 
Jerusalem. 
'229 E. g. Out of all bullae from the City of David, only I specimen bears a professional title, i. e. "the healer" 
(Hebr. hrp'). Only one seal impression of the 17 bullae from Lachish Str. 11 discovered by Y. Aharoni bears a 
title. The fragmentarily preserved specimen belongs to "Shebanyahu [prob. bn] hm1k. " As A. R. Millard has 

rightly argued, titles were often not added, regardless of the rank of the seal owner, which e. g. may be also 
illustrated by the fact that none of the 3 provenanced seals of Elyashib, the commander of Arad (from T. Arad 
Str. VI) bore a title. Whether or not seals without titles were used for more private purposes, it would seem 
justified to agree with Millard's conclusion, saying that: "it is impossible to distinguish officials from ordinary 
citizens among the owners of the Hebrew seals which bear names only" with the possible exception (as the 
present author would suggest) that, seals owned by the elite, may have often been more elegantly designed and 
their script may have been finer. See: A. R. Millard, "Owners and Users of Hebrew Seals", EI 26 (1999), p. 
130". Also see: Y. Shoham, "Hebrew Seals", Qedem 41 (2000), p. 33. 
'229 This equation was first suggested by the excavator, Y. Shiloh, Excavations at the City of David I, Qedem 19 
(1984), p. 20. Also ibid, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae from the City of David", 1E136 (1986), pp. 16-38. The 
equation is discussed indepth in: L. J. Mykytiuk, Identifying Biblical Persons in Northwest Semitic Inscriptions 
of 1200-539 B. C. E. pp. 139-147; above, ch. 1, No. 2.4. 
' Although Y. Shoham has argued that the names were "popular in ancient times", the name Gemaryahu 
("Yahweh has accomplished/brought to an end") is not very common (both in the Bible and in ancient Hebrew 
inscriptions): ter. 29: 3; Jer 36: 10ff., and e. g. among the City of David bullae see: B 19 and perhaps B 11. The 
name Shaphan ("rabbit", "badger") is instead, rather rare. It is probably only borne by two individuals, i. e. by the 
scribe referred to here and by an elder in Ezek. 8: 11, noting that some of the referrences may refer to the same 
individual, as N. Fox has recently argued. Also above, ch. 1, No. 2.4. Also see: Y. Shoham, ibid, p. 33. R. 
Zadok, The Pre-Hellenisitic Israelite Anthroponymy and Prosopography, pp. 258f. N. S. Fox, In the Service of 
the King, p. 310. The combination of the two names together is not found in any other inscription. 
"" As was also suggested by Y. Shoham, ibid. 
'2'2 The letter nun is found twice in the lower register (the first one can be seen clearly on older photographs 
(e. g. WSS 470), but due to the fact that part of the edge - lower right - has subsequently crumbled off, this 
feature can no longer be clearly seen now. The left vertical stroke of the head of nun extends downward beyond 
the horizontal bar and is therefore compatible with the standard late 7t' cent. peg described by A. Vaughn, 
"Palaeographic Dating", p. 55 and table 7. 
"' Especially: L. Mykytiuk, Identifying Biblical Persons, p. 145. 
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in a datable stratified destruction layer (which can be safely attributed to the Fall of Jerusalem 

in 586 B. C. ). 1234 

2. Ahikam, the son of Shaphan (unprovenanced) 

An unprovenanced bulla in the possession of S. Moussaieff belongs to "[A]liigam, [the so]n of 

Shaphan", who may be identical with Gedaliah's like-named father and brother of the afore- 

mentioned Gemaryahu. 1235 He too was a royal Judahite Minister and, just like his father the 

royal scribe Shaphan, served at the court of kings Josiah and Jehoiakim (2Kgs. 22: 12-14; 

2Chron. 34: 20; Jer. 26: 24). Once again, the title is missing but the combination of names is 

unique. Close study of the bulla has revealed not only the exact same palaeographic traits as 

on the Gemaryahu bulla, but also the use of word dividers, e. g. demarcating the name 

Shaphan. This rather infrequent feature can be detected in the lower register of both bullae. 

The fineness of the virtually identical script may suggest a single engraver's hand (assuming 

the unprovenanced specimen is genuine). 1236 

3. Gedaliah's adversary in the Light of Epigraphic Evidence1237 

Ba`alis, the king of the Sons of Ammon 

a) Milkom'ur, the Servant of Ba`alyisha° (provenanced) 

Probably the most striking piece of epigraphic evidence relating to the story of Gedaliah (even 

according to Becking1238), is a seal impression of a minister of king Bacalyischac (or 

123 Typical Iron Age IIC vessels uncovered from the "House of the Bullae" are e. g. degenerate water decanter 
juglets, small folded rim bowls, a sack shaped store jar, a so-called rosette store jar (without rosette 
impressions), two trumpet base kraters (reminiscent of late Iron Age craters without the trumpet like foot), 
closed and open cooking pots. On these see: Y. Shiloh, Excavations at the City of David -I (1978-1982), Qedem 
19 (1984); ibid, "A Group of Hebrew Bullae", pp. 24-25. Also above, ch. 1, No. 2.5. Several of these vessels 
were studied by the author during his visit to institute of Archaeology (Hebrew University of Jerusalem), in 
August 2004. 
123' See: R. Deutsch, Messages from the Past, p. 92, No. 25 = WSS 431. 
1236 The seal impression was studied by this author during his visits to the private collection of S. Moussaieff in 
2001 and 2002. He could not find any obvious reasons, why this bulls would be a modem forgery. He wishes to 
express his gratitude to S. Moussaieff for the permission to study the bulla. 
123 In addition to the bulla and seal cited here, Becking also refers to the unprovenanced bulla of an Ishma'el bn 
hm/k, who had been previously linked with Gedaliah's chief assasin, Ishma'el, the son of Nethaniah (who indeed 
was a descendant of the royal house) by Gabriel Barkay: "A Bulla of Ishmael, the King's Son", BASOR 290-291 
(1993), pp. 109-114. See Becking, ibid, p. 80. Admittedly the name Ishma'el indeed is common in the ancient 
Hebrew onomasticon. Contrary to Becking's statements on this point, an equation cannot be excluded (assuming 
the bulla is genuine - this author has not seen the original). See the longer article: "Beschriftete Siegel als 
Beweis tür das biblische Israel? ", pp. 253-255. 
1231 Becking, ibid, p. 81. 
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Ba`alyasha`), found on a jar stopper from Tall al CUmayri in Jordan. 1239 It was discovered in 

1984 by archaeologists of Andrews University/Berrien Springs, in the top soil of a palatial 

structure (building C- situated on the northwestern summit of the tell), whose terminus post 

quem can be dated by means of ceramic and epigraphic evidence to the late Iron Age or early 
60' cent. B. C. 1240 King Ba`alyisha° has been almost unanimously identified with the biblical 

king Bacalis of Ammon, who, according to Jer. 40: 14, supported the massacre of Gedaliah and 

his entourage by the hand of Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah. The inscription Imlkm'wr `bd 

B`lys' is divided into three registers, at the center of which a 4-winged scarab can be seen, 

flanked by what appear to be stylized lotus scepters. 124 1 The script is clearly late 7`h-early 6t' 

cent. B. C. Ammonite. '242 The theophoric element of the name of the seal owner - Milkom 

(i. e. the Ammonite national deity) - further supports its Ammonite origin. As was argued 

above, the honorific title `bd refers to the official role played by the seal owner, this time 

within the royal bureacracy of the Ammonite court. The name Bacalyishac (< *Ba`alyita, 

"Ba`al saves") resembles that of biblical king Ba`alis, with the exception that its final letters 

shin and ̀ ayin are replaced in the biblical transmission by a simple samek. As Becking himself 

has cogently argued on other occasions, the different sibilants may reflect differences of 

dialect, while traces of the original final `ayin may still be found in the Septuagint, which 

renders the king's name as Belisa. '243 The following considerations indeed render an equation 

of the Ba`alyisha` of the Tall al--°Umayri jar stopper with the biblical king Ba`alis during the 

early 6th cent. B. C. virtually certain: 

i. The palaeography of the seal impression clearly points to a late 7th-early 6th cent. B. C. 
date. 1244 

ii. No like-named king Ba`alyisha` is attested in royal inscriptions of late 8th-late 7th cent. 
B. C. Ammon and Assyria. 1245 

1219 L. T. Geraty, "A Preliminary on the First Season at Tell el--°Umeiri", AUSS 23,1 (1985), pp. 98-100. 
'240 L. G. Herr, "The Ammonites in the Late Iron Age and Persian Period", in B. MacDonald and R. W. Younker 
(eds. ), Ancient Ammon (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1999), pp. 229-332. 
1241 For a detailed discussion of the clay stopper, see: L. G. Herr, "The Inscribed Seal Impression", in: MPP 1, 
pp. 369-374, and R. W. Younker, "The Historical Background and Motifs of a Royal Seal Impression", in: MPP 
1, pp. 375-380. Most recently, J. Eggler et al., "Seals and Seal Impressions from Excavation Seasons 1984- 
2000", in: MPP V, pp. 240-242 and No. 7 with full bibliography; above: ch. 2: 2.1. 
1242 Open headed bet in the second and third register, open headed dalet at the lower right edge (3rd register), as 
well as open headed resh, are clearly indicative of late 7t°-early 6`h cent. B. C. Ammonite script. For examples of 
the same late Ammonite letter types, datable to ca. 600 B. C., e. g.: bet - J. Eggler et al., ibid, No. 57, the Tell 
Siran bottle inscription, the Amman Theatre Inscription, as well as the 6t' cent. B. C. Ammonite seal found in a 
Persian period tomb at Tall al-Mazar Cemetery A (tomb 33) = WSS 872; dalet - Eggler et al, ibid, No. 57, the 
Tell Siran bottle inscription (the head of dales only starts to open up), Tell el-Mazar tomb 7= WSS 1109 (6' 
cent. B. C. ); resh - WSS 865.910. 
1243 Already: B. Becking, "Baalis, the King of the Ammonites: An Epigraphical Note on Jeremiah 40: 14", JSS 38 
(1993), pp. 15-24. The Greek rendering of the name is found in: LXX Jer. 47.14. The Hebrew rendering may 
reflect the way Cisjordanian Judahites heard the name of the Ammonite king being pronounced. See: e. g. R. S. 
Hendel, "Sibilants and libb6let (Judges 12: 6)", BASOR 301 (1996), p. 73 n. 12. 
1241 

See above n. 1242. 
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iii. The archaeology of Tall al ̀Umayri proves positively that the adminstrative building, 

where the jar stopper was found, did not come into existence before the end of the 7th or 

perhaps better the beginning of the 6t' cent. B. C. '246 

iv. According to Flavius Josephus, the Babylonians invaded Ammon in 582/1 B. C. 

(presumably as a response to Gedaliah's assassination) and, as has been suggested by a 

number of scholars, Ammon was probably annexed to Babylon at this time. 1247 

b) Ba`alyishac, the King of the Sons of Ammon (unprovenanced) 

An unprovenanced seal with the inscription B`lys[1 m1k b? [n `m]n? (apparently referring to 

the same ruler Ba`alyisha`) was recently published by R. Deutsch. 1248 Unfortunately the seal is 

severely damaged. The inscription is again divided into 3 registers. A winged lion sphinx is 

depicted in the centre. Although Ba°alyishac is described as mlk, the part which contains the 

name of the country or people over which he ruled is almost entirely broken away. Deutsch 

restores the name as bn `mn in line with the expression found in the royal Tell Siran bottle 

inscription, as he was able to detect part of an intitial bet at the beginning of the lower register 

as well as the upper leg of an Ammonite nun at the end of the line. Again (but in a subsequent 

article) B. Becking has criticised this restoration, arguing that the remains of both bet and nun 

may be mere scratches on the surface of the seal. 1249 

1245 The Tell Siran bronze bottle inscription (ca. 600 B. C. ), refers to 3 generations of Ammonite rulers: 
Amminadab 11, Hissal'el and Amminadab I. In all probability the latter is identical with a like-named ruler 
mentioned by Ashurbanipal (Prism C- 667 B. C. ). This king was preceded by king Pado'el, who in turn is 

referred to in the Assyrian sources of king Sennacherib (Taylor Prism - 701 B. C. ) and of Esarhaddon (Prism B- 
674 B. C. ), as well on an unprovenanced seal (WSS 857). A king Shanip is mentioned by Tiglath-pil-eser III 
(ANET 282, ca. 733 B. C. ), as well as by his grand-son (king in his own right? ), Yarl -`azr, the son of Zakkur, son 
of Shanip in his Amman Statue inscription. Hence we have a virtually complete list of kings between ca. 730- 
600 B. C. Another king is mentioned on an unprovenanced seal impression in the S. Moussaieff collection. If the 
bulla is genuine, the royal seal owner may have to be inserted into the royal line of 7`s cent. kings, perhaps either 
before Amminadab I (according to Deutsch) or after him (van der Veen). On the Tell Siran bottle see: W. E. 
Aufrecht, A Corpus of Ammonite Inscriptions, No. 78 and pp. 203-211. On the new royal Ammonite bulla see: 
R. Deutsch, "A Royal Ammonite Seal Impression", in: Y. Avishur & R. Deutsch (eds. ), Michael - Historical, 
Epigraphical and Biblical Studies in Honor of Prof. Michael Heltzer, pp. 121-125, ibid, "Seal of Ba°alis 
Surfaces", BAR 25: 2 (1999), p. 49; above: ch. 2, No. 1. For a recent discussion of Ammonite chronology see 
e. g.: G. G. G. Reinhold, "Zur Liste der ammonitischen and nicht-ammonitischen Herrscher", in: G. G. G. 
Reinhold (ed. ), At Sunrise on the Tell, pp. 101-118 with an extensive list of publications on this subject. Hence a 
date for Ba`alyisha` after 600 B. C. seems inevitable. 
1246 See above. 
1247 Jos. Ant. Jews X 9,7 -§ 181 f. Despite the fact that Ammon had probably been a nominal vassal of 
Nebuchadnezzar in 604 B. C. (when according to the Babylonian Chronicle all the kings of Syro-Palestine had 

paid him tribute), Ammon rebelled together with other neighboring states and sent its envoy to Zedekiah in ca. 
593 (Jer. 27: 1-11), to the point that the Babylonians decided to bring both Jerusalem and Rabbath-Ammon to 
their knees in 588/7 B. C. (Ezek. 21: 21,23-28). As the latter outlived Jerusalem, its king Ba`alis continued its 

anti-Babylonian politics and supported the assassination of Gedaliah, possibly as early as 586 B. C. as some 
suggest, or as late as 582 B. C., when Nebuchadnezzar finally decided to call both Ammon and Moab to account. 
12 R. Deutsch, "Seal of Bealis Surfaces", BAR 25: 2 (1999), pp. 46-49.66; ibid, "An Ammonite Royal Seal", in: 
R. Deutsch & M. Heltzer, Epigraphic News, pp. 53-57. 
'249 B. Becking, "The Seal of Baalisha, King of the Ammonites - Some Remarks", BN 97 (1999), pp. 13-17 (p. 
14). 

260 



Deutsch has kindly provided this author with a plasticine impression of the original seal as 

well as with photographs taken under a powerful microscope. After having studied these, we 

can confirm that indeed the open head of a late Ammonite bet can be detected on the right 

edge of the impression (i. e. on the left edge of the original seal), and that the upper leg of an 
Ammonite nun at the end of the line can be clearly seen. These are not "simple scratches" as 

Becking suggests! Despite the tentative reconstruction of the lower register, the attribution to 

the same king Ba`alyisha` is also supported by the late palaeographic Ammonite traits of the 

inscription, typical of the early 6th cent. B. C. 1250 

Conclusions 

Any study which seeks to identify biblical persons within ancient texts must be cautious of 

the fact that 100% certainty can hardly ever be reached. However, the author feels that the 

criticisms raised by B. Becking concerning the epigraphic evidence relating to Gedaliah are 
flawed, especially when seen in the light of the above considerations. He hopes to have shown 
in this appendix, therefore, that the epigraphic finds discussed here should continue to play an 
important role within research pertaining to the Gedaliah tradition. 

1250 Typical late Ammonite palaeographic traits are: the open headed bets (both in the top and bottom registers), 
the open headed ̀ayin (top register), and the lamed - with downsloping vertical bottom line - (both in the top 
and middle registers). Note also that the kap (with triangular head, and the W-shaped mem, are clear indications 
of its Ammonite origin. 
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Appendix B 

Flush Registers of Seals and Bullae (with ch. 1: 2.3.5 a) 

What follows is a complete list of provenanced and unprovenanced seals and bullae which 
have the titles bn, bt and ̀ bd hmlk starting in the lower register, as well as those with other 

titles, and the word bn used with personal names and patromyms, starting in the lower 

register. This study was undertaken in order to establish, with some degree of certainty, 

whether the word bn or `bd was originally found on the Shebanyahu [... ]hmlk bulla from 

Lachish Str. II - i. e. on the part now broken away from the right lower edge (discussed 

above: ch. 1: 2.3.5). As the vast majority of all fine seals and bullae appear to start the second 

(lower) register flush with the initial word i ("belonging to") in the first (top) register, it 

appears likely that the word bn was originally written on the damaged part of the Lachish 

Str. II bulla, and that therefore its use on the bulla is an important piece of evidence in favour 

of dating Lachish Str. II (and contemporaneous sites) to the period prior to the demise of the 

Judahite Kingdom in 586 B. C. 

In the list below, the author lists all the relevant seals and bullae know to date, whether 

provenanced (P) or unprovenanced (U). The names of the seal owners and their titles (if 

provided) are listed, as well as the year of when the object was first published or (if known) 

when it was acquired (in case of unprovenanced pieces). The nature of the object is also 

stated (S = seal; B= bulla; Jar H= impressed jar handle). 

Source P/U bn hmlk `bd hmlk 'sr alt. bnlbt PN 
`lhbyt Ti- 

tle 

WSS IU 
WSS 6U Elyagim 
WSS 7 P? 

1251 

WSS 9U 
WSS 14 U Yareyahu 
WSS 151252 U Malchiyahu 
BPPS 23 
WSS 18 U Neriyahu 
BPPS 24 
WSS 26 U Netibyahu 
WSS 35 P 
WSS 36 U 
WSS 38 U 
WSS 41 U 
WSS 42 U 
WSS 54 U 
WSS 56 U 
WSS 70 P 
WSS 71 P 

Ge'alyahu 

Obadyahu 

Yiddo 

1251 Allegedly found at Umm el-Qanafid nearby Amman. 
1252 Authentic? 

C 

nr 

Year Not Seal/ 
Publica- Flush Bulla 
tion/ / 
acquired Jar H 
1979 S 
1970 S 
1979 S 

1880 

1991 

S 
S 
S 

1986 S 

1981/76 S 
Hamiohel 1978/74 S 
Hamiadan 1975/70 S 
Yehoadan 1987/76 S 
Immadiyahu 1902 S 
Immanuyahu 1989/85 S 
Ahiimmo 1976 S 
Ahiyau 1975 S 
Elyashib 1968 S 
Elyashib 1968 S 
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WSS 75 U 
WSS 89 U 
WSS 901253 U 
WSS 109 U 
WSS 117 U 
WSS 120 U 
WSS 128 U 
WSS 130 U 
WSS 133 U 
WSS 136 U 
WSS 139 U 
WSS 1521255 U 
WSS 156 U 
WSS 157 U 
WSS /581256 U 
WSS 165 U 
WSS 174 U 
BPPS 51 
WSS 176 U 
WS 1771257 U 
WSS 195 U 
WSS 205 U 
WSS 216 U 
WSS 2281259 U 
WSS 235 U 

WSS 237 U 
WSS 241 U 
WSS 260 U 

WSS 265 
WSS 268 
WSS 278 
WSS 290 
WSS 294 
WSS 295 
WSS 299126t 
WSS 300 
WSS 305 1262 
WSS 308 
WSS 318 

Elyashib 1976 S 
Asalyahu 1982 S 
Asalyahu 1987 S 
Benayahu 1993 S 
Gaddiyahu 1938 S 
Gedalyahu 1989 S 
dltyhw1254 1975 S 
Domleyahu 1892 S 
Hoduyahu /1978 S 
Hoshayahu 1993/88 S 
Hoshayahu 1938 S 
hwrs 1897/8 S 
Hilqiyahu 1975/69 S 
Hilqiyahu? /1981 S 
Hilqiyahu 1979 ?S 
Hananyahu 1883 S 
Yaazanyahu 1969 S 

Yadinyahu 1979 S 
Yehoyaqim ?S 
Yekonyahu 1982 S 
Yinniyahu 1976 S 
Yatom 1979 S 
Miamen 1979 S 
Malkiyahu 1975 No s 

1259 
Malldyahu 1979 S 
Menahem 1979 S 
Mattanyahu No s 

1260 

U Nehemyahu 1882/80 S 
U Naaryahu s 
U Natanyahu 1923 S 
U Obadyahu 1846 S 
U Adayahu s 
U Adayahu 1988 S 
U Azaryahu 1900 S 
U Azaryahu 1979 S 
U Azaryahu 1954 s 
U Azaryahu 1927 S 
U Parur 1990 No S 

I263 

WSS 323 U 
BPPS 77 
WSS 331 U 

WSS 347 U 
WSS 352 U 
WSS 353 U 

WSS 376 U 
WSS 379 U 

Pedayahu 1969 S 

Pelatya6u 198985 No S 
1264 

Rapayahu 1986 
Shebanyahu 1911 
Shebauyahu No 

1265 

S 
S 
S 

Shemaryahu 1976 ? 1266 S 
Shinap 1975 S 

1253 Authentic? 

1254 bn is somewhat oversized, but still flush. 
1255 Script 8th cent. B. C.? 
'256 Only bet of bn more or less flush. 
1257 A very sketchy + crude inscription. bet of bn is inferred and if bn is to be read here, bet is the only letter 
which is flush. 
1253 bet is flush. It is not sure if it is bet of bn or if it is part of a personal name. 
'259 bet starts a bit further to the right. So does nun. 
1260 The script is rather crude and palaeographically it may well belong to the 8th-early 7t" cent. B. C. Also the 
type of seal appears to support this assumption. 
'26' Only a drawing is available. 
'262 The script and theophoric element of the personal name point at a later - post-exilic - date. 
'263 bet is not flush, whereas nun is flush with pe of PN in first register. The script is crude and irregular. 
126` Because of field divider there is not enough space for bet to start flush underneath lamed? 
1265 Due to lack of space ("squeeze") bn starts slightly more to the right. 
1266 Apparently flush, but bet starts slightly off to the right. 
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WSS 3801267 u 
WSS 395 U 
WSS 404 
A+B 
Messages 5 
WSS 405 P 

Adoni- 

yahu 

Shearyahu 1976 
1XXmyhw 1989 

1989 
? 1268 

S 
S 
B 

Gedal- 1935 B 
yahu 

WSS 408 U Elishama 1989 No B 
1269 

WSS 409 U Gedal- 1989 B 
yahu 

WSS 410 U Mibtah- 1989 1270 B 
yahu 

WSS 411 U Azaryahu 1991 B 
Messages 10 
WSS 412 P Ge'alyahu 1931 B 
WSS 414 U Yerahmeel 1978/89 B 
WSS 416 P Shebanyahu 1968 1271 B 
WSS 426 U Ahab 1989 B 
WSS 427 P Ahiab 1994 No B 

1272 
WSS 430 U Ahiqam 1989 1273 B 
WSS 431 U Ahigam 1274 B 
Messages 25 
WSS 436 U Eliaz 1989 B 
WSS 437 P Elyaqim 1986 B 
A+B 
WSS 438 U Elyaqim 1969 B 
WSS 440 P Elnatan 1986 B 
WSS 441 P Elnatan 1986 1275 B 
WSS 442 U Elnatan 1989 B 
WSS 444 U Eliaz 1989 B 
WSS 447 P Elishama 1986 B 
WSS 456 U Ashhur 1989 B 
WSS 463 P Berekyahu 1986 B 
WSS 464 P Berekyahu 1994 B 
WSS 467 P Gaddiyahu 1986 B 
WSS 469 P Gemaryahu 1986 B 
WSS 470 P Gemaryahu 1986 1276 
WSS 476 U Domleel /1984 B 
WSS 479 U Domleyahu? 1989 B 
WSS 481 U Domleyahu 1989 12T7 B 
A+B 
WSS 485 U Hissilyahu 1989 B 
A+B 
WSS 496 U Hilqiyahu 1989 B 
WSS 498 P Hilgiyahu 1936 B 
WSS 503 P Hananyahu 1986 1278 B 
WSS 508 P Tobshillem 1986 B 
WSS 509 P Tobshillem 1986 1279 B 
WSS 510 P Y"... 1994 B 

1267 Face A. 
1268 Apparently flush. The state of preservation is poor and bet of bn is no longer visible as the seal is broken off 
here. But due to the stance of nun, bet appears to have been more or less flush with lamed. This seal may be late 
8t° cent. B. C., however. 
' `ayin of `bd is not visible, but both ̀  and b appear to come underneath lamed and dalet is flush with aleph of 
the PN. 
1270 `ayin is not visible, but bet and dalet are flush. 
271 Apparently so, but bn is broken off. 

1272 CD 37 - this bulla is extremely crude. t273 This is clear from reconstructing the available fragments. 
1274 Although bet and part of nun are broken off, this is obvious from the remaining left leg of nun and the 
position of PN Shaphan. 
275 Only the left leg of nun is visible, but by comparison with WSS 440 the position of bn is clear. 
1276 Although bet of bn is not preserved, the rest is flush. 
1277 bet is more or less flush, while nun is sliding off somewhat to the left. The script is crude. 
127' bn is flush, but the inscription is crude. 
1279 bn is flush, but the engraver already wrote (probably mistakenly) bn at the end of the first register also. 
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WSS 511 P 
WSS 513 U 

Yaazanyahu 1986 1280 B 
Ya'ush 1989 No 8 

WSS 514 U Yedayahu 1989 B 
A+B 
WSS 515 P Yedaya6u 1986 No B 

WSS 516 U 
WSS 517 U 
WSS 518 P 

WSS 524 P 
WSS 525 U 
A+B 
WSS 530 P 
A+B 
WSS 533 U 
WSS 535 U 
A+B 
WSS 538 U 
WSS 541 P 
WSS 542 U 
WSS 544 U 
WSS 550 U 
WSS 576 U 
WSS 577 P 
WSS 586 P 
W SS 590 U 
WSS 591 U 
A+B 
WSS 592 U 
WSS 595 P 
WSS 597 U 
WSS 600 U 
A+B 
WSS 614 U 

WSS 615 U 
W SS 623 U 

iaas 

Yedayahu B 
Yedayahu 1989 B 
Yeho ... 1986 No B 

im 
Yehukal 1968 B 
Yehoaz 1989 No B 

1294 

1231 

Yirmiyahu 1968 1285 B 

Yshm... 1989 1286 B 
Yeshayahu 1989 B 

Mahseyahu 1989 
Mikayahu 1986 
Mikayahu 1989 
Mikayahu 1989 
Malkiyahu 1989 
nmshr 1989 
Neriyahu 1968 
Natan... 1986 
Semakyahu 1989 
Saadayahu 1989 

1287 

1288 

1289 

1290 

1291 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

Obadyahu 1989 B 
Azaryahu 1994 B 
Azaryahu 1989 B 
Azrigam 1989 B 

Pelatyahu 1989 No B 
1292 

Pelatyahu 1989 B 
Qrb'r 1989 No? B 

1293 

WSS 626 P Rapayahu 1986 B 
WSS 630 U Shekanyahu /1976 ? 1294 B 

1280 bet of bn is not seen, but nun is perfectly flush with yod. The inscription is crude. 
1281 bet of bn is not visible, but nun is not flush with yod of the first register. 
1282 Not flush, but the inscription is crude and irregular. 
1281 The inscription is crudely written. The bulla is only partly preserved. 
1284 bet starts underneath yod. 
1285 This is a three register inscription and therefore not entirely relevant. As, however, it stems from the Lachish 
Str. II board it was carefully examined anyway. Although bet of bn in the second register gives the impression of 
being a little bit off level with lamed, on the whole the letters of this line are flush with that of the previous and 
succeeding registers. 
1286 Although bet of bn is not visible, nun is level with yod of the first register. 
128' Fairly flush. 
'288 Fairly flush. 
'289 This part of the inscription is very damaged. The personal name in the lower register may read Parash. The 
vague contours of bn at the beginning of the second register can still vaguely be recognized and seem to be 
flush. 
1290 nun of bn is visible in lower register and flush with nun of Natan... It seems most likely that bet of bn 
preceded n here as the personal name in the first register probably read Natanyahu, which needed all of the 
remaining space in the first register. 
129' Although both bullae are only partly preserved, bulla "B" shows that nun of bn was written flush underneath 
samek. 
'292 bet of bn is so far off that nun of bn is found underneath lamed. Due to the long text of lower register, the 
whole register looks "squeezed. " 
'293 If the first visible letter in the second register is nun of ben (but this is not certain - the inscription is crude 
and the bulla is not well preserved) then bn is not flush. 
129' bet of bn is slightly off level to the right, whereas nun of bn is exactly flush with shin. 
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WSS 636 P Shemayahu 1986 1295 B 
WSS 643 p Shepatyabu 1986 B 
WSS 644 p Shepatyahu 1986 B 
WSS 662 U Sheban- 1981/77 JH 

yahu 
WSS 863 u n`r btsh 1964 S 
Ammon 
WSS 866 u hsrp Nasarel 1914 ? 129ý S 
Kerak? 
WSS 870 U Ahotab 1976 S 
Ammon 
WSS 872 P Hamirsa 1982 1297 S 

T. E1-Mazar 
WSS 877 U Aba 1942 S 
Ammon 
WSS 878 U Abi°al 1907 1299 S 
Ammon 
WSS 882 U Aynadab 1990 S 
Ammon 
WSS 883 U Ela 1970 S 
Ammon 
WSS 893 U Elibar 1945 S 
Ammon 
WSS 903 U Elnadab 1986 S 
Ammon 
WSS 904 U Elnatan 1976 S 
Ammon 
WSS 912 U Elisharna 1985 S 
BPPS 167 
Ammon 
WSS 913 U Elishama 1983 S 
BPPS 168 
Ammon 
WSS 915 U Elishama 1976 S 
Ammon 
WSS 918 U Amra 1989 S 
Ammon 
WSS 919 U Amarel 1970 S 
Ammon 
WSS 922 U Beyadel 1977 S 
Ammon 
WSS 923 U Beyadel 1911 S 
Ammon 
Es-Salt? 
WSS 926 U Barakel 1989/81 S 
Ammon 
WSS 934 U Yazanel 1911 S 
Ammon 
WSS 941 U Manoah 1983 S 
BPPS 172 
Ammon 
WSS 946 U Menahem 1960 S 
Ammon 
WSS 947 U Menahem 1970 S 
BPPS 173 
Ammon 
WSS 953 U Nadabel 1970 S 
Ammon 
WSS 954 U Nadabel 1910 S 
Ammon 
Amman? 
WSS 955 U Nadabel 1961 S 
Ammon 
WSS 957 U Nasarel /1977 S 
BPPS 175 
Ammon 
WSS 958 U Salu 1981 S 

12" Due to its fragmentary state, lamed in the first register is not preserved. The inscription is probably flush. 
'296 he of hsrp is fairly flush. As only a drawing exists, it is hard to determine as to how relevant this example is. 
1297 Fairly flush. 
' Granted that the first word here is to be read bn. 
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Ammon 
WSS 966 U 
Ammon 
WSS969 U 
Ammon 
WSS 984 U 
Ammon 
WSS 986 U 
Ammon 
WSS 1051 P 
T. al- 
Khalayfi 
WSS 1053 U 
Edom 
Jerusalem? 
WSS 1071 U 
Hebrew? 
WSS 1074 U 
WSS 1075 U 

WSS 1138 U 

BPPS SU 
BPPS 7U 
BPPS 25 U 

BPPS 29 U 

BPPS 40 U 
BPPS 44 U 

BPPS 86 U 
BPPS 89 U 
BPPS 95 U 

BPPS 123 U 
BPPS 132 U 

BPPS 174 U 
Ammon 
BPPS 179 U 
Ammon 
BPPS 186 U Verahmeel 
Moab 
BPPS 194 U 
Moab 

Messages 6U 

Qausanal 

Shamash- 
azar 

Pelet /1976 

Palti /1972 

Tamakel 1979 

Tamakel 1976 

1938-40 

Menahemet 1868 

Yehoyishma 1965 

Nehemyau 

1299 

1300 

1301 

S 

S 

S 

S 

JHI 

S 

91302 S 

1303 

1986 S 

H'mn 1895 No S 
13ü1 

Hoshea 2000 1305 S 
Yekolyau 2000 1306 S 

n`r Adonimelek 1994/ S 
2000 

Ahiab 1995/ S 
2000 

Benayahu 2000 S 
Gemalyahu 1997/ S 

2000 
Shelemyahu 2000 S 
Shephatyahu 2000 S 
Paseah 1995/ S 

2000 
Yehoyarib13o7 2000 S 
Azaryau 2000 No s 

1308 

Mattanel 2000 1309 s 

Parpar 2000 

Benadnan 2000 S 

Mibtah 1999 B 
yahu 

Messages 7U Abiyahu 1999 B 
Messages 8U Gedal- 1999 B 

ahu 
Messages 9U Nethan- 1999 B 

"99 bet of bn is very large so that nun of bn is carved underneath lamed. 
1300 Fairly flush. bet of bn is flush, but nun of ben moves off toward second lamed. 
1301 Idem. 
1302 bet of bt is fairly flush. As the very long Babylonian name of the patronym is in Aramaic script, the whole of 
the lower register looks very "squeezed. " As the inscription dates from the late 6th cent. B. C. this seal may not be 
relevant. 
103 Apparently flush. Very crude and its script - if genuine - seems to be late (5th cent. B. C. or later). 
1304 Extremely crude - this could be a forgery. 
'30s The seal is palaeographically older (8th cent. B. C.? ) and does not contain a field divider. Yet bn in the 
second register is fairly flush. 
'306 The same applies here. 
1307 The name yhwJb may also be considered. 
1306 Probably not. But the inscription is crude (Aramaic). 
1309 Fairly flush. The inscription is crude. 
1310 The inscription is also flush, but not from the beginning. bet of bn starts underneath yod of PN in the first 
register and from here on everything is flush. 

S 

No S 
1310 

267 



Messag 1l U 

Messag 12 U 

Messag 14 U Noiyah 
Messag 15 U 
A+B 
Messag 18 U 
A+B 
Messag 22 U 
Messag 24 U 
Messag 34 U 
Messag 42 U 
Messag 43 U 
Messag 49 U 
Messag5O U 
A+B 
Messag 52 U 
Messag 55 U 
Messag 56 U 
Messag 60 U 
Messag 63 U 
Messag 72 U 
Messag u 
751316 
Messag 89 U 
Shlomo 28 U 
Shlomo 32 U 
BPHB 7U 

melek 
sr Tobshallem 1999 B 
h`r 
/3// 

sr Peqadyahu 1999 B 
h`r 

1999 1312 B 
Ahmyh 1999 B 

Ahab 1999 B 

Ahiem 1999 ? 1313 B 
Ahiqam 1999 B 
Elishama 1999 1314 B 
Hoshayahu 1999 B 
Hissil 1999 B 
Yehoab 1999 B 
Yehoaz 1999 B 

Yoatyahu 1999 
Yirmiyahu 1999 
Yislunaet 1999 
Maaseyahu 1999 
Mattanyahu 1999 
Obadyahu 1999 
Azrigam 1999 

sr 
hsb' 

Shelemyahu 1999 
Konyahu 2003 
Menahem 2003 
Tobshalem 2003 

1315 

1317 

1318 

B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
B 
B 

BPHB 24 U Gedal- 2003 B 
yahu 

BPHB 25 U Yobaaa 2003 No B 
1319 

BPHB 26 U Yekol- 2003 B 
melek 

BPHB 28 U Yesha- 2003 No B 
1326 yaha 

BPHB 30 U Mibtah- 1994/ B 
yahu 2003 

BPHB 31 U Semak- 2003 B 
yahu 

1311 On the basis of a second bulls in the Ch. Kaufmann collection (see BPHB 7), the title can now be read as §r 

112 Fairly flush. taw of bt starts underneath the leg of nun, but bet of ht is flush with lamed. The script is rather 
crude and irregular. 
Isla The bulls is not complete. No lamed is visible in the first register. bet of bn, as well as the following letters, 
are flush with initial aleph of PN in the first register. Considering the position of the border line, the seal, which 
impressed the bulls, may never have contained a lamed. This, though rare phenomenon, does have parallels. It 
may have been forgotten by the engraver. 
1314 Fairly flush. 

1315 More or less flush. bet of bn starts slightly more to the left, but including its tail end it is still underneath 
lamed. nun of bn is perfectly flush with `ayin of PN. The script is crude. 
13'6 A bulla with a very similar inscription "Azrigam son of Mikayahu" (here shortened to Mikay) was found at 
the City of David (B34). 
1317 Fairly flush. 
1316 Fairly flush. 
1319 `bd is not flush. The three consonants take up the space of lamed and yod in the first register. The name in 
the first register is written with larger letters. The script reveals no 7`h cent. Palaeographic traits and may 
therefore be earlier (late 8'h cent. B. C.? ). The writing of nun and he seems to suggest this. Note also that the 
name Yobana recalls personal names on the official seal JHs belonging to the Lachish Str. III horizon. 
1320 The same features as in n. 1319. The date - late 8th cent. B. C. - for this bulla appears to be confirmed by a 
separate bulls presumably belonging to the same official (same name, same title), carved in 8'h cent. B. C. script 
and stylistically in the way especially common during the reign of king Hezekiah - see BPHB no. 29 (e. g. nos. 
13-14.19-21). 
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BPHB 32 U Yishmael 2003 1321 B 
BPHB 35 U Shemayahu 2003 B 
BPHB 361322 U Mibtah 2003 B 

yahu 
BPHB 39 U sr Hagab 2003 ? 1323 B 

her 
BPHB 40 U sr Shaphan 2003 1324 B 

h`r 
BPHB 41 U sr Shaphan 2003 No B 

BPHB 65 U 
BPHB 74 U 
BPHB 84 U 
A-D 
BPHB 85 U 
BPHB 88 U 
BPHB 93 U 

kc1 1325 

Ahab 2003 B 
Ahiab 2003 B 
Elyagim 2003 No B 

1326 
Elyaqim 1327 
Elyashib1328 
Elnathan 

2003 B 
2003 B 
2003 No B 

1J29 

BPHB 118 u Uriyahu 2003 B 
BPHB 140 U Geriyahu 2003 B 
BPHB 143 U Domleyahu 2003/ B 

1484 
BPHB 144 U Domleyahu 2003 B 
BPHB 153 U Hoshayahu 2003 B 
BPHB 154 U Hoshayahu 2003 B 
BPHB 156 U Hoshayahu 2003 B 
A-D 
BPHB 167 U Hilqiyahu 2003 B 
BPHB 185 U Yedayahu 2003 B 
BPHB 186 U Yedayahu 2003 No B 

iuo 

BPHB 193 U 

BPHB 201 U 
A-B 
BPHB 226 U 
BPHB 248 U 
BPHB 255 U 
A-B 
BPHB 260 U 

BPHB 271 U 

Yehoqam 2003 No B 
1331 

Yeqamyahu 2003 B 

Kaiuri 2003 
Miqneyahu 2003 
Meshullam 2003 No 

1332 

B 
B 
B 

Mattaoya6u 2003 No B 
» 

Neriyahu 2003 B 

1321 This bulla is not precisely a parallel, as it does not start with bn in the second register. Nonetheless, it was 
included here as it is extemely flush and as its owner has been tentatively identified with a known figure from 
the time of governor Gedaliah, namely his murderer Yishmael, on the basis of another bulla, stamped by a 
separate seal. The final lamed of the personal name obviously did not fit anymore at the end of the first register 
and hence was written at the beginning of the second. 
"22 This bulla lacks a field divider. 
'323 Fairly flush. Presumably it was intended to be so. The right leg of shin starts flush with lamed, but due to it 
extended size, takes up half the space of the initial het of the PN in the first register. 
12' The impression of this bulls is not complete, but the tentative reconstruction drawing suggests that shin must 
have been flush with lamed. Due to its size, resh is placed on the left half of the initial shin of the personal name 
in the first register, followed by a word divider. The succeeding he is flush with the central Pe of the name in the 
first register. 
1325 This bulla is not precisely parallel as it lacks a field divider. 
'326 Not flush. Palaeographic features seem to point at a late 8th cent. B. C. date. As the author argues, the seal 
owner may well be one and the same as the like named minister of the palace of king Hezekiah, in which case 
the date of the bulla is ca. 700 B. C. 
1327 A son of Samek. 

1323 Son of Ashyahu. Three seals with the same names have been uncovered at Tel Arad Str. VII. 
1329 Not flush due to the long patronym (Shelemyahu) following bn. The bulla is also not an exact parallel as it 
lacks a field divider. 
130 Note, however, that the bulls is dated by R. Deutsch to the late 8th -early 7th cent. B. C (BPHB p. 193). 
'331 Probably the same applies to this bulls. 
'332 The palaeographic trait of nun points at a 8th cent or (early 7`h cent. B. C.? ) date. 
1333 Not flush. Again no specific late 7th cent. B. C. traits are found. mem and nun seem to support a late 8th cent. 
B. C. date for this bulls. 
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BPHB 281 U Saadyahu 2003 B 
BPEIB 302 U Azriqam 2003 B 
BPHB 306 U Imanuyahu 2003/199 B 

I 
BPHB 332 U Sidqiyahu 2003 1334 B 

BPHB 340 li Qawwele- 2003 No B 

yahu 
1335 

BPHB 358 U Shebanyahu 2003 B 
BPHB 376 U Shema 2003 B 
BPHB 382 U Shemayahu 2003 B 
BPHB 383 U Shemayahu 2003 B 
BPHB 384 U Shual 2003 No B 

1336 

BPEB 398 U 'A... 2003 ? 1337 B 
BPHB 406 U 

.... yahu 2003 ? 133e B 
BPI-IB 412 U ... rryhw 2003 1339 B 

Av 311340 U Hoduyah 2000 B 

Table 36 Relevant provenanced and unprovenanced seals and bullae 

Results: 

a) All provenanced and unprovenanced relevant seals and bullae 

Some 265 relevant provenanced and unprovenanced seals and bullae (out of a complete 

corpus of ca. 2000 seals and bullae currently known) were examined by this author. 

Some 239 provenanced and unprovenanced seals/bullae matched the general flush layout 

(i. e. the initial letter of the second register was carved directly underneath the initial letter of 

the first register). Only 26 provenanced and unprovenanced specimens did not fit this 

pattern. In other words some 90.19% of all examined relevant seals and bullae appeared to 

match the overall flush layout. 

b) All provenanced and unprovenanced relevant seals and bullae (acquired before 1940) 

Some 34 provenanced seals/bullae + 20 unprovenanced early seals and bullae (acquired 

before 1940) were examined (i. e. a total of 54 specimens). Here only three provenanced 

specimens did not fit the flush layout. All three (from the City of David) contained a 

134 Presumably flush. The bulls is very damaged. A bet is visible right underneath lamed, but most of the lower 
register is no longer legible. Perhaps the head of nun is still to be seen (? ). 
133 The he of the theophoric element of the name in the first register has a long horizontal bar extending to the 
right of the vertical shaft. This is the only trait which might point at a 71" cent. date for the bulla. The other letters 
tend to be of earlier date. 
'336 The writing is crude, but reveals strong 8t° century traits (e. g. aleph, lamed, nun). Also the form of the seal 
finds good parallels ca. 700 B. C. 
1337 Fairly flush. The nun of bet may just possibly indicate a date later during the 7th cent. B. C. Note that the 
reconstruction drawing shows a clearly late 7`" cent type, whereas the actual nun on the bulls is not as clear. A 
date ca. 700 or early 771 cent. B. C. for this bulls is surely in keeping with the palaeography of the other letters. 
133a Possibly so. As the beginning of the first line is broken off, we cannot tell for sure, whether or not it was 
really flush. 
1339 Same. 

1340 = N. Avigad et al., West Semitic Seals (Hecht Museum - Haifa) 
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crude script unlike that on the Shebanyahu bulla under discussion. One unprovenanced 

early seal, which also did not match, may well be a forgery. 

Hence 50 out of 54 specimens fit the overall flush layout. In other words some 92.6% of all 

relevant seals and bullae seemed to fit the pattern. This percentage may even be slightly 
higher, at 94.45%, if the possibly forged example is disregarded. 

Post Script 

Notably most of the negative matches out of the entire corpus belong to the unprovenanced 

private collection of Joseph Ch. Kaufman of Antwerp. The publisher (R. Deutsch) suggests 

that most of the pieces belonged to a single hoard. If genuine, the hoard may mainly date to 

the reigns of the Judahite kings Ahaz and Hezekiah (late 8th - early 7th cent. B. C. ), as it 

includes both royal and official bullae from these respective reigns. If this is warranted, these 

specimens would not necessarily be relevant for our study as they would chronologically 
belong to an earlier archaeological horizon. If the hoard is not genuine, it could be suggested 

that the lack of flush layout for these bullae may be indicative of recent forgery. Careful 

examination would be necessary to either prove or disprove their authenticity. 
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