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Appendix 1 
Late Bronze Age - Early Iron Age sites In the Vale of Pewsey 

Bishops Cannings Savemake 

tent Huish 
Wootton 

Afton Rivers 

All St. 
Cannings 

Bernard Mlcot 

Milton Easton 
tchilhampto borough Eilbooms Royal 

Pewsey 

Potteme 
Steh Patney Beechin Manningfor 

stoke North 

Urchfont 
Newnto 

I WIG 
Easterton 

Market Chinon 
r 
d Charlton 

Lavington 
^ Rushall Upavon 

05 10km 

Figure 1.1 Modern civil parishes in the study area (after Chandler 1991, p. 36) 

1.1 Introduction 
For ease of presentation and interpretation, the Vale has been divided up into a 

series of blocks, containing between two and seven parishes, and running across 
the Vale from north to south. Starting in the west, they are: 

Block I- Bishops Cannings, Etchilhampton, Stert, Urchfont, Easterton, 

Market Lavington; 
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Block 2- All Cannings, Stanton St Bernard, Patney, and Chirton; 

Block 3- Alton, Woodborough, Beechingstoke, Marden, Wilsford, North 

Newnton, Charlton; 

Block 4- Huish, Wilcot, Manningford, Rushall, Upavon; 

Block 5- Savernake, Pewsey, and Milton Lilbourne; 

Block 6- Wootton Rivers and Easton Royal, and Burbage. 

The north - south orientation of the groupings are based on an overall 
impression of LBA/EIA activity in the area. The location of the Late Bronze 

Age/Early Iron Age sites and their associated field systems and linears suggest a 
division of the flanks of the Vale and its proximal downland into a series of blocks 

running at right angles to the longitudinal axis of the Vale. This division seems to 

bear scrutiny for the peripheries of the Vale but the division of the centre of the 

greensand area is not clear. 
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1.2. Block 1- Bishops Cannings, Etchilhampton, Stert, Urchfont, Easterton, 

Market Lavington; 

Figure 1.2 Block 1; Bishops Cannings, Etchilhampton, Stert, Urchfont, Easterton, Market 
Lavington. 

Figure 1.3 The Bourton Black Patch and Roughridge Hill LBA/EIA findspot (Data derived 
from Wilts SMR) 
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Bishops Cannings 

The Bourton "Black Patch". The publication of the discovery of a substantial 
Late Roman hoard (Robinson & Swanton 1993) drew attention to work carried 
out by the Archaeology Field Group of the Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural 
History Society on an extensive surface scatter located to the north of Bourton 

(cent. SU 0450 6524). The site (see Fig. 1.3) occupies a site of approximately 5 

hectares (Lawson 2000,246) bounded on the west by a substantial defile 

measuring some 450m north-south and approximately 125m east to west. The 

western slopes of Roughridge Hill, a well defined and highly visible spur, provide 
the eastern limits of the site whilst to the north the land rises towards the western 
termination of the Pewsey Downs ridge at Bishops Cannings Down and to the 

south it falls away towards the site of Cannings Marsh and the present day 
hamlet of Bourton. The defile is, perhaps, significant as it appears to be a very 
large hollow-way, the length of which is still followed by a footpath, providing 
access to Morgan's Hill to the west and Roughridge Hill and Bishops Cannings 
Down to the east and north respectively. 

The surface scatter was composed of both what the authors termed LBA/EIA and 
Roman material and Robinson and Swanton noted that whilst the Roman 
material indicated a long period of occupation, the LBA/ElA material was 
described as being "unusually restricted in date" (Robinson & Swanton 1993,74) 
with haematite coated wares, All Cannings type pottery and situlate jars being 
present but no later material such as scratched cordoned wares. Evidence from 

other LBA/EIA sites in the Vale suggest this relatively limited ceramic repertoire 
is not uncommon. Large quantities of worked bone, antler, grinding stones and 
sarsen chippings were also present. 

Roughridge Hill. A group of sherds described as Late Bronze Age/Early Iron 
Age together with flint and stone implements was gathered from the surface of 
Roughridge Hill in or before 1960 and presented to Devizes Museum (Anon 
1963,62; NMR SU 06 NE 132; SMR SU 06 NW 205). The precise location of 
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the findspot is not recorded but aerial photographic evidence hints at the possible 

presence of a field system and associated settlement on top of Roughridge Hill 

(Fig 1.3). The likelihood is, given the chronological similarity between the finds 

made on the Bourton "Black Patch" and those at Roughridge Hill and the 

proximity of both sites, that the sites may well be co-existent and, perhaps, form 

a larger, disaggregated settlement. The topographical juxtaposition between 

these two sites is reflected at a number of other locations in the Vale and will be 

discussed later. 

Horton Enclosures. The presence, as cropmarks, of three ditched enclosures 

has been noted south of Harepath House near Horton Chain Bridge (NMR No. 

SU 06 SE 33) located at SU 0560 6329 (centre point). Although one cropmark 

has been provisionally interpreted as the surviving ring ditch from a destroyed 

round barrow, the orthodox NMR interpretation for such sites, the other two 

enclosures are less easily interpreted. The peculiar morphology of the "teardrop" 

shaped enclosure located at SU 0555 6328 is apparently without parallel and 

perhaps the proximity of several anomalously small brick built bunkers dating 

from the Second World War may provide an explanation for the presence of 

these cropmarks. 

Bishops Cannings Down. Christopher Gingell excavated in the last quarter of 
1976 an artefact scatter (SU 0580 6660) located by a prior fieldwalking exercise 
(Gingell 1992,7-14; 61-62; 71-86; 99-103; 105-106; 133-135; 137-142; 151-159). 

The postholes of two roundhouses were identified along with a number of 

ancillary structures in association with some 1490 sherds of pottery dating from 

the Middle Bronze Age and exhibiting strong stylistic traits common to the 

Deverel-Rimbury Tradition (ibid, 71-86). The absence of LBA/EIA sherds from 

this site strongly suggests that the site was abandoned long before the advent of 
All Cannings Ware. 
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Lynchets at Kitchen Barrow Hill. A transect was dug across a series of strip 
lynchets located on the southern scarp slope of Kitchen Barrow Hill in 1957 in an 

attempt to ascertain the date of their construction (Wood & Whittington 1960). A 

v-shaped ditch was located beneath "riser 3" measuring some 1.20m deep and 

approximately 4.25m wide at the top. Rubble located on the downhill side of the 
ditch was, perhaps, an indication of a bank and although LPRIA and early 
Roman pottery sherds were found in the fill the excavators believed the ditch to 
date from the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age (ibid., 166). Due to the nature of 
the excavation trench, it was not possible to determine the course of the 

apparently late prehistoric linear. 

Etchilhampton & Stert 

There is a total absence of any recorded prehistoric finds or monuments from 
these two parishes perhaps suggesting an overall absence of human activity 
before the arrival of the Romans. This absence demands explanation, especially 
with Etchilhampton Hill being such a prominent landmark in the western Vale. 
One reason may be the presence of Cannings Marsh, an extensive area of 
boggy ground surrounding the westernmost headwaters of the Hampshire Avon. 
Whittington (1962,123) claimed the lower parts of the Vale were covered by a 
marsh until at least the end of the 13th century AD and Wood (1961,458) states 
the place name of Cannings Marsh was still in usage in the 18th century. The 
maps used to illustrate both Whittington's and Wood's assertions (Figs 1.2 & 1.3) 

appear to suggest that land below the 130m OD contour line should be 
considered waterlogged. If this was the case then Etchilhampton Hill was 
surrounded by marsh with the exception of a narrow corridor of lower chalk 
running north, currently the site of Coate Bridge and Le Marchant Barracks in 
Devizes. A branch of the Wessex Ridgeway byway system follows the line of the 
Lower Chalk across the western slope of Etchilhampton Hill joining the Lydeway, 

an ancient routeway, on the narrow watershed between the Stert Valley and the 

south-western limit of Cannings Marsh. Arguably, later prehistoric settlement 

should be anticipated in proximity to the byway and located on the free draining 
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slopes of Etchilhampton Hill but there is no aerial photographic or artefactual 
evidence to support this proposition. Perhaps this area of boggy ground 
presented too great an obstacle to movement of both humans and animals and 

was perceived as too hostile and difficult an environment to occupy in 

comparison with the surrounding chalklands. Etchilhampton Hill, rising like an 
island from the surrounding marsh, may have been considered a special, 

separate place and any activities that took place there in the late prehistoric 

period failed to leave any material remains although this seems unlikely. This 

apparent absence of activity is echoed at other "island" sites further east in the 
Vale, specifically Woodborough Hill (SU 1184 6142) and Pecked Hill (SU 1251 
6110). 

Urchfont 
Wedhampton. A sherd of LBA/EIA haematite coated ware was found to the 

south of Wedhampton in 1870 along with a large La Tene I brooch from the 

vicinity of SU 0590 5720 (Wilts SMR SU 05 NE 203). David Chandler notes the 
field name of "Dark Croft" to the east of the hamlet 
(www. wiltshire. aov. uk/community/getconcise. r)ho? id=232: consulted 24/04/07), 

perhaps indicative of earlier occupation in the same vein as "Black Patch", 
Pewsey. 

Fields South of Urchfont. In the absence of any useful aerial photographs 
covering Urchfont, an analysis of satellite images displayed on Live Local 
(local. Iive. com) revealed faint indications of a possible field system and 
settlement site in the fields to the southeast of Urchfont underneath Redhorn Hill 
(cent. SU 0505 5645). Chandler 

(www. wiltshire. eov. uk/community/aetconcise php? id=232: consulted 24/04/07) 

notes the field name "Black Furlong" in this area which strengthens the possibility 
of the presence of a late prehistoric site. The images appear to show a possible 
banjo-type enclosure with an associated field system, suggesting occupation at 
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some point from the Middle Iron Age onwards but, as is the case elsewhere in 

the Vale, this activity may overlie an LBA/EIA site. 

Figure 1.4 Block 2: All Cannings, Stanton St Bernard, Patney, and Chirton 

1.3 All Cannings, Stanton St Bernard, Patney, and Chirton 
All Cannings 

All Cannings Down and Allington Down. These two former Downs, now under 
arable cultivation, form the north-western and south-eastern flanks of a narrow 
chalk ridge originating on the northern side of Tan Hill and running north-east to 
East Kennett. Separated by a bridleway, All Cannings Down and Allington Down 

are the focus for an apparent concentration of LBA/EIA activity. 
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Figure 1.5 Soilmarks on the ridge of Allington Down 

Allington Down. Owen Meyrick (Swanton 1987) made a number of finds close 
to the bridleway that runs the length of the ridge, probably initially attracted to the 

area by the presence of a number of round barrows and linear ditches in the 

area. Although he recovered pottery ranging from Beaker to Roman from the 

area, one of his most remarkable discoveries was a large scatter of LBA/EIA 

material on the ridge. He collected 108 sherds, centred on SU 093 664 (generally 

Meyrick only provided six-figure OS Grid References) amid earthworks spread 

over a large area (ibid., 13). Meyrick also collected LBA/EIA sherds from a 

location further north-east along the ridge at SU 0975 6650 (Grinsell 1957,24). 

Although the area is overlain by scatters of later material, it is clear that there 

was activity, probably settlement, in this location in the first half of the 1st 

millennium BC. This impression is strengthened by an analysis of the aerial 

photographic evidence. A substantial spread of dark soil is situated on the crest 

and uppermost slopes of Allington Down (Fig 1.5). Three indistinct low circular 

platforms are noted at SU 0966 6593 (NMR SU 06 NE 207). 
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Figure 1.6 Allington and All Cannings Downs(Ordnance Survey, NMR RAF/540/958 Frames 

3085-90, CPE/UK 1821 Frames 2077-83) 

All Cannings Down. A probable prehistoric settlement (Fig. 1.6) with an 

associated field system and linear still survives at SU 0999 6529 as a monument 

although plough damaged (NMR SU 06 NE 133). This site is composed of three 

roughly rectangular enclosures defined by banks and incorporates the ditch of a 
bell barrow on its western side. Hut platforms may be present in each of the 

platforms. No dating evidence is associated with the site which has not been 

accurately surveyed and, consequently, one can only make an educated guess 

as to the date of the site but it certainly is late prehistoric and, based on 

comparison with local comparable sites such the Eald Burh (see below in section 
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on Alton, this appendix), the site was dated from somewhere between the Middle 

Bronze Age and LBA/EIA transition. Interestingly, Meyrick does not appear to 

have visited this site and it is possible he was unable to gain access to the block 

of land currently owned by the Reads of East Kennett and Stanton St Bernard 

running from west of Harestone Down south to All Cannings Cross as there is a 

total absence of findspots discovered by him in this area. 

A complex series of linear ditches and apparently associated field systems are 

also present in this location and are discussed in great detail in Appendix 2. 
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Figure 1.7 Tan Hill and associated Ifnears 

Tan Hill. The blocky mass of Tan Hill (Fig. 1.7) dominates the parish of All 

Cannings and much of the western end of the Vale. It is best known for the 

group of linear ditch and bank monuments that appear to "enclose" a substantial 

part of the hill's summit and these earthworks and their associated outliers will be 
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discussed below (Appendix 2). Tan Hill is also the site of the discovery of a 
hoard of copper alloy artefacts deposited at some point after the MBA (NMR SU 

06 SE 24). Given the possibility that this material was curated for some time 

before it was deposited, it is not possible to be any more specific than to say the 

act of burying the metalwork occurred at some point in the later prehistoric 

period. The burial of a portion of gold torc (NMR SU 06 SE 25) and, in a 

separate find, a spearhead (Cunnington & Goddard 1934 66 B7; pl XIX no 2) 

combined with the anomalous concentration of linears point to Tan Hill being the 

focus of special activities during this period. 

Western Spur of Tan Hill. Located on the parish boundary between Bishops 

Cannings and All Cannings on a spur running west from the main block of Tan 

Hill are a series of linear features enclosing a relatively flat summit occupied on 
the western side by five round barrows, All Cannings 22 and Bishops Cannings 

46,47,48 and 97. To the east of these barrows (cent. SU 0745 6485) an area of 

nettles and rough, broken ground is approached uphill from the north-west by an 
indistinct hollow-way that cuts through the northernmost linear and may 
represent a settlement site though the absence of molehills or animal burrows 

prevented the discovery of any cultural material. 
Part way down the south-west facing slope a small area of anomalously flat 

ground Is bounded on the downhill side by a marked lynchet and, again may 
represent a small, undated, settlement or activity location. Whilst it is impossible 
to tie these locations down in terms of either meaning or date, the general 
absence of post-Roman activity on the Tan Hill massif perhaps inclines one 
towards a late prehistoric date for these features. 
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Figure 1.8 Sollmarks to the west of the All Cannings Cross site 

All Cannings Cross (West) Analysis of aerial photographs by the NMR shows a 

series of rectilinear enclosures and trackways with possible evidence for the 

presence of settlement activity( Fig 1.8). McCulloch walked this site (Fields McC 

35a-d; 36a-d; 37A; 37B and 38) and recovered both LBA/EIA and LPRIA/RB 

material from the surface (McCulloch 1998,414-6). McCulloch drew particular 

attention to a substantial artefact scatter located in Field McC 35 located at SU 

0782 6365, only some 40m east of the centre of the soilmarks which appear to 

indicate the presence of a set of Roman-British buildings situated on top of 

another probable LBA/EIA black-earth site. 
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Figure 1.9 Rybury and the Clifford's Hill outlier (Brown et al. 2005.4) 
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Rybury. Located on a spur running south-east from the highest point of Tan Hill, 

Rybury (Fig. 1.9) is an anomalous hilltop enclosure some 1.85 hectares in area. 
The site was discussed by Curwen who drew direct parallels between Rybury 

and the results of excavations he had conducted at Wolstonbury in Sussex 

(Curwen 1930a&b). Curwen noted morphological similarities between Rybury 

and Wolstonbury; the outer circuit of both sites had the ditch on the inside of the 

bank and both sites seemed to have a second, faint ditched area towards the 

centre of the enclosure. As a consequence of this morphological similarity 
between the two sites he interpreted Rybury in the light of the artefactual archive 

collected from the Sussex site including what he described as La Tene I and II 

pottery (LBA/EIA transition and Early Iron Age pottery), animal bone (perhaps 
from feasting) and bloomery and forge slag (ibid. 1930b 243-5) and proposed an 
Early Iron Age date for the refurbishment of the Neolithic causewayed enclosure 
at Rybury. It is understandable why Curwen reached those conclusions with the 

absence of La Tene I and li pottery from Rybury being compensated for by the 

nearby presence of the All Cannings site excavated a few years prior to 
Curwen's work by the Cunningtons (Cunnington 1923). However there is little 

strong evidence to support Curwen's view that Rybury was reworked in the 
LBA/EIA period beyond the site's location in a cluster of important sites of that 

period. Consequently, we must be sceptical about the role of Rybury in the late 

prehistoric period until more concrete evidence is forthcoming. 

The Clifford's Hill outlier. Curwen (1930a, 40), in his seminal paper of 
causewayed enclosures, believed the series of earthworks located on the knoll of 
Clifford's Hill to the south-east of Rybury (Fig 1.9) was Neolithic in date based 

upon the presence of an interrupted ditch and bank rampart incorporating at least 

six causeways. Maud Cunnington in a footnote contained within the report on 
her excavations at Yarnbury Castle (Cunnington 1933,198-9) states: 

"'The knoll on Clifford's Hill... (was)... an area dug in the early Nineteenth 
Century for a particular bed of hard chalk" 
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The timing of this statement is significant, published only shortly after Curwen's 

article, this represents a swift refutation of his interpretation and, perhaps, also 

contains a coded message to Curwen not to interfere in the heart of Cunnington 

country nor discuss, in the case of Knap Hill, a class of monument she was first 

to recognize. 

Having investigated the site and analysed the aerial photographic archive, it is 

difficult not to agree with Maud Cunnington's statement. The band of hard chalk 
is obvious as a shelf on the western, southern and eastern sides of the knoll; the 

steepness of the slope on the western side deterred quarrying activity in that 
location. It is easy to see why Curwen came to his conclusions but the presence 
of a cart track winding down the southern face of Clifford's Hill from the site of the 
ditches combined with the apparent absence of banks associated with the quarry 

pits does imply an origin other than in the Neolithic. 

ALL 
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Figure 1.10 Allington Knoll. The shaded area represents the black-earth patch. Note the 
field system edge preserved in the parish boundary to the north-west of the artefact 

scatter. 
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Allington Knoll. The recovery of four Iron Age pottery sherds (SMR SU 06 SE 

201 and SMR SU 06 SE 210) combined with aerial photographic evidence of a 

patch of very dark soil similar in character to that seen at the All Cannings 

LBA/EIA site suggests the possible presence of another black-earth site dating 

from that period (Fig. 1.10). The site is located on the south and south-western 
facing slopes of The Knoll, a low spur of chalk projecting out into the greensand 

of the Vale. The aerial photograph shows a possible double ditch running uphill 
to a mass of unusually dark soil centred around SU 0616 6258 measuring 

approximately 150m by 150m with further linear features running into the site 
from the east. The parish boundary between All Cannings and Bishops 
Cannings crosses the western flanks of the Knoll and its zigzag course fossilises 
the edge of a former prehistoric field system, in the form of a substantial lynchet, 

perhaps associated with the black-earth site. If the site does date from the 
LBA/EIA transition, it should be seen, perhaps, as an outlier to the complex of 
sites found around Clifford's Hill and Tan Hill. 

Church Farm Field Barns. McCulloch collected LBA/EIA ceramics from the 
field (McC 29C) to the west of Church Farm Field Barns(Fig 1.11) during his 
fieldwork in the 1980s but never recognised the potential of the site. The site 
was "rediscovered" by Sheffield University during their excavation of the All 
Cannings Cross site in 2003 (Andy Tulloch pers. comm. ) and trenches were 
excavated the following year. The site is clearly visible from the air as a patch of 
black-earth centred on SU 0880 6295 and bears a striking similarity to soilmarks 
at All Cannings and Allington Bridge. There is the possibility of a boundary to the 

west of the site indicated by a soil mark although the northern and eastern 
continuation of this line appears to coincide with a small re-entrant feeding into 

the main dry valley running through the coombe. Interestingly the re-entrant and 
main dry valley appear to provide the southern and eastern limits of the possible 
site at Hill Barn (see below). 
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Figure 1.11 LBA/EIA sites found in the parish of Stanton St Bernard 

Whether all of these apparently LBA/EIA sites were co-existent or successive 

remains to be determined and is beyond the scope and resources of this study 
but this concentration of sites around Clifford's Hill certainly indicates that the 

location was very significant. Part of the reason for that significance may be the 

concentration of major north-south routes on either side of Clifford's Hill with 

other reasons being the presence of the chalk spur forming the hill, together with 

the proximity of Tan Hill with its associated linears and metalwork depositions 

and also the availability of easily farmed soil comprising a Lower Chalk subsoil 

overlain by greensands and argillic brown earths. 

Another interesting observation is the concentration of these sites within the 

bounds of the All Cannings parish. At least eight locations within the parish show 

activity dating from the LBA/EIA transition, a very high concentration of sites for 
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the study area. This concentration of sites is shared with the adjoining parish, 
Stanton St Bernard with another possible five sites. A significant facet of the 

distribution of these sites is that those located close to the parish boundaries 

seem to respect the latter and this may suggest that at least part of the 
boundaries of All Cannings and surrounding parishes have been established for 

some considerable time, perhaps dating back to the first half of the first 

millennium BC. 

Stanton St Bernard. 
Hill Barn. A series of soilmarks south of Hill Barn (SU 0922 6375) (Fig 1 

. 
11) 

appear similar to those seen at Church Farm Field Barn and All Cannings Cross 

although it is not certain whether or not the marks are natural in origin. A hollow- 

way appears to follow the winding valley bottom which forms the eastern 

perimeter of the possible site whilst a small re-entrant running from close to the 

Church Farm Field Barns black-earth site forms the southern boundary. The 

farmer has observed that the soil in this location is very organic and crops suffer 
greatly from slug damage suggesting a damp, humic soil (J. Read pers. comm. ). 

To the west, the parish boundary with All Cannings seems to be the limit of 
activity. At least three areas of very dark soil are visible within the possible site 
although they are not as dark as those seen at All Cannings and Church Farm 
Field Barns. 

y ..... n;: ý'ý 'ýi?, 9., Ai Yc,. - 
t'ý . 

ärr iýaýý 
ý, 

', ýý' 

412 

Figure 1.12 The western slopes of Milk Hill 



Milk Hill. Fragments of Bronze Age and Iron Age pottery are reported as having 
been recovered by Owen Meyrick on the western and southern flanks of Milk Hill 
(Fig 1.12)(SMR SU 16 SW 160; 206; 207). The pottery findspot located on the 

western slope of the hill (SMR SU 16 SW 207) (NGR SU 101 643) concurs with 
Swanton's Site 82 in her description of the Meyrick archive (Swanton 1987,12). 
Unfortunately the two sherds recovered from this location appear to have 

conflated with those from other sites, an unfortunate consequence of Meyrick's 

habit of not marking individual sherds with their provenance and storing them in 

non-compartmentalised glass-topped drawers. The location of the site is at the 
head of a small coombe, situated directly beneath a series of linears (NMR SU 

06 SE 41: NGR SU 101 643). The grid reference is somewhat vague and typical 

of a number from the Meyrick archive where the location given is close to or on 
an extremely steep slope (c. f. SMR SU 16 SE 204; Swanton's Meyrick Site 62 at 
SU 180643). On visiting the site as part of this study no additional or 
corroborative finds have been made. Furthermore the physical context of the 
find, if it is in the correct location, is unsatisfactory with the strong possibility that 
the finds have been moved over the past two and a half millennia by natural 
agencies such as soil creep. Alternatively the finds may result from the dumping 

of soil down the slope from a Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age site somewhere on 
the flat summit of the hill, possibly close by, and consequently form a redeposited 
and unreliable source of evidence particularly as we would have no evidence to 
indicate when that possible episode took place. The most likely source for this 
possibly redeposited material are the two linear ditches (Stanton St B2& 3) that 
terminate close to the crest of Milk Hill at SU 1010 6444 and SU 10161 6441 

and are directly above the site of the findspot. 

The sherds found on the southern slope of Milk Hill (SMR SU 16 SW 160; 206) 

are apparently not listed in Swanton's catalogue (Swanton 1987) but judging 
from the Devizes Museum accession number appear to be part of the Meyrick 

archive. Their location (SU 1031 6377) is again a steep slope, this time south 
facing and situated between a cross dyke (NMR SU 16 SW 4) and the parish 
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boundary with Alton. As previously noted, this combination of Bronze Age and 
Iron Age pottery findspots in the Vale seems to generally indicate a site dating 

from the LBA/EIA transition although in this case the reservations raised above 

about the nature of these types of finds must be borne in mind and that, perhaps, 

the original site is located at the top of the summit. Indeed there are indications 

from aerial photographs that a settlement site does exist on the southern side of 

the summit of Milk Hill and the proximity of two dew ponds, one clearly of some 

antiquity known as the Oxna Mere, (SU 1066 6411) lend weight to the notion of 

some sort of late prehistoric activity on the summit. Inspection of the site on foot 

revealed scatters of burnt flint and a series of platforms descending the slope 
dropping in a north-easterly direction from the dew-pond. 
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Figure 1.13 The black-earth sites at McCulloch's Fields 32 & 33 

McCulloch's Fields 32 & 33. McCulloch recovered 79 sherds of pottery from 

the field designated McC 32 (cent. SU 0975 6313) and 4 from field McC 33 (cent. 

SU 0968 6273) (Fig 1.13). Of these totals, respectively, 28 and 2 sherds were 
LBA/EIA in date, the vast majority of the remainder being LPRIA or Romano- 

British. The scatter of artefacts, including flint flakes and hammer stones, was 
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located in the southwest corner of Field 32 and north-west corner of Field 33 at 

approximately SU 0965 6294 (McCulloch 1998,413-4). Aerial photographs show 
black patches in this location. Located on a south-easterly facing spur at the 

head of one of the sources of the Hampshire Avon, the site is close to the parish 
boundary with Alton. The zigzag course of the fenceline cum parish boundary 

fossilises the edge of a prehistoric field system, perhaps contemporary with the 

LBA/EIA activity in these two fields and perhaps also with the sites located east 

of Clifford's Hill and Tan Hill and, indeed, the possible site on the summit of Milk 

Hill. 

Patney 

Patney Hill. Single fragments of Bronze Age and Iron Age pottery respectively 
were found in 1997 on the western edge of Patney Hill (SMR SU 05 NE 153 & 
SU 05 NE 211) (Fig. 1.14). The grid reference is imprecise but the general 
location is a small triangular field (centre point: SU 0680 5990) on the 

westernmost flank of Patney Hill immediately next to an area of boggy ground 
through which one of the source streams for the Hampshire Avon flows. The 
field is bounded on the western side by a minor road following the line of the 
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Figure 1.14 The north-western edge of Patney Hill showing the low-lying and damp 
environment the finds were made in. 



ancient routeway from Beckhampton and beyond to Salisbury Plain by way of 
Redhorn Gate. The location is, arguably, one of significance perhaps 
incorporating concepts of liminality between ecotones and the neutrality of 

established routes. No other evidence of prehistoric activity was apparent in the 
immediate area but an inspection of Patney Hill by way of the footpath crossing 
the hill from north to south, again part of the long-established routeway, did 

produce Iron Age pottery, burnt flint and flint flakes from a cursory inspection of 
the field edge. The sherds were too fragmented and incorporated tempers used 
throughout the Iron Age and, consequently, it was not possible to say with any 
precision from what phase of the Iron Age they originated. It was clear from field 

survey that a series of lynchets located on the southern side of the hill ran the 
length of the hill and were, probably, the remains of a late prehistoric field 

system. Patney Hill seems to have formed an important focus for settlement and 

related activities in the late prehistoric period providing most of the only easily 
cultivatable and free draining soil available in this very wet part of the Vale. Aerial 

photographic evidence also revealed a series of peculiar chevron-like soil marks 
running roughly north to south across the eastern slope of the hill. Physical 
inspection of these soil marks was not possible but their nature and uniformity 
tend to suggest an origin in the medieval period or later. 
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Figure 1.15 Block 3: Alton, Woodborough, Beechingstoke, Marden, Wilsford, North 
Newnton, and Chariton 

1.4 Block 3: Alton, Woodborough, Beechingstoke, Marden, Wilsford, North 
Newnton, and Charlton 

Alton 

The Eald Burh. No accurate survey, save an OS card index pen-and-ink sketch, 
has ever been undertaken of this well preserved site (Fig. 1.16). Nor does the 

site apparently enjoy a listing in either the National Monument Record or the 

Wilts SMR, although one assumes that as a presumed Scheduled Monument a 
description of the site must exist somewhere in the English Heritage archives. 
The site is shown on two maps in Colt Hoare's survey of the antiquities of 

northern Wiltshire (1821, pp 2& 16) but he makes no mention of it specifically. 
Interestingly, the maps show several similar structures in the vicinity of the Eald 

Burh, all of which are now levelled. Owen Meyrick visited the site at least once 

and recovered 11 sherds of pottery from the environs including six Deverel- 

Rimbury sherds 
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West of Knap Hill. LBA/EIA sherds have been found (SMR SU 16 SW 204) 

from the field north-west of Knap Hill (cent. SU 1174 6379). The Wiltshire 

Archaeological Register for 1974-5 (Anon 1976,133) records the discovery of 

one LBA/EIA sherd with finger impressed carination; 2 sherds with linear 

decoration and 29 plain body sherds at SU 1170 6370. The following year, the 

Wiltshire Archaeological Register (Anon 1977,204) lists a findspot at SU 1180 

6380 as producing "a range of Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age pottery including 

finger impressed and All Cannings Cross sherds"; these two entries probably 

refer to the same scatter The scatter is situated at the foot of the northern slope 

of Knap Hill, lying in the comparatively flat land making up the bottom of the 

valley leading to Lockeridge. The implication from these finds is that there is a 

reasonably substantial LBA/EIA site situated between Knap Hill and the 
Lockeridge road which must be considered an adjunct to the LBA/EIA activity 
discovered at Golden Ball Hill. 
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Figure 1.16. View of the Eald Burh from Knap Hill. The truncated enclosure lies 
downslope of the fenceline running from left to right across the hillside. 



FIELD$Y>1TEMS "'ý FIELD SYSTEMS ; ^ 

i 0e :1 . G. ýhw Wwd 

" 

Goo" BOB HID OrNywitmill 

AKW H+.. '" 200m 

... .... .... 

t 

.. , oDM 0 

Figure 1.17 Golden Ball Hill, Knap Hill and Gopher Wood 

Golden Ball Hill. Excavations by Cardiff University School of Archaeology over 

two summers between 1997 and 1998 (NMR SU 16 SW 92) revealed a complex 

site where LBA/EIA features had been cut through a series of Mesolithic flint- 

working floors (Ian Dennis pers. comm. ). The site (Fig 1.17) had been visited by 

Meyrick who had failed to find any artefacts (Swanton 1987,13), perhaps 
because it was under grass; a reflection of the difficult nature of the Clay-with- 
Flints soil. However, Kendall had walked the site in the early 20th century and 

collected over 600 Mesolithic and Neolithic cores (McCulloch 1998,409) 

suggesting the site was under cultivation at that time. It is not clear whether the 

site was under cultivation when McCulloch undertook the fieldwork for his 

research in the 1980s, certainly there is nothing from Field 14 in the extant 

pottery archive. 

Regrettably the findings of the Cardiff excavation have not yet been published 
but it is clear that the site was a significant location in the late prehistoric period. 
In addition to the findings of the excavation, the site contains the partial remains 

of a sub-circular enclosure (cent SU 1282 6435) and a large linear earthwork 
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lying to the north of the site and running along the crest of the ridge. The 

enclosure, the western half of which survives intact, has an overall radius of 
105m and is located within metres of the line of the linear. The enclosure is 

situated at the highest point of a ridge which runs into the plateau from the north- 

east. The linear ditch and bank runs south-west from a point alongside the 

enclosure at SU 2796 4429 to SU 2443 4007, a distance of some 550m, and 
forms the north-western edge of the plateau on which the LBA/EIA site is placed. 
It seems likely that the course of the linear is preserved in the fenceline and 

permissive path running north-east for at least 485m until it meets the modern 
day Wansdyke Path at SU 1305 4832 and perhaps on further to join a linear 
beneath the site of the current Wansdyke just west of the deserted medieval 
village of Shaw. The orientation of the linear would appear to be significant, 
heading south-west towards Knap Hill. The morphology of the linear would 
appear to be significant too, with an enlarging of the linear's ditch and bank close 
to the Golden Ball Hill site perhaps with the intention of drawing attention to what 
would appear to be an original entrance located at SU 1253 6411. Two smaller 
linears also converge on this gap or entrance through the linear. Aerial 

photographic coverage of the site, often incidental to the main objective of Knap 
Hill, fails to reveal any evidence as to whether the linear or enclosure continue 
east of the fenceline but it is probably a reasonable assumption that they do 

given the unresponsive nature of the clay-with-flints topsoil to soilmarks or 
cropmarks. 

Although the site at Golden Ball Hill is situated on Clay-with-Flints, a difficult soil 
to cultivate, it is located on the largest area of flat land available for some 
distance in any direction. Furthermore, it is also the site of a very large dew pond 
(SU 1285 6414), lying in a boggy hollow in the hilltop and apparently formed on 
the top of a doline or solution hole rather than being artificial and, if so, very 
unusual in the normally dry chalk uplands of Wiltshire. This source of fresh 

water, perhaps imbued with a sense of other worldliness in recognition of its 

anomalous nature, may well have had great significance throughout prehistory. A 
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further dew-pond, now heavily silted, is located at SU 1260 6382, close to the top 

of the scarp slope and, perhaps, at the northernmost limit of the LBA/EIA site. 
Combined with the presence of sporadic episodes of flint-knapping from the 
Mesolithic onwards, Golden Ball Hill was probably considered a very propitious 
location in prehistory and this may go some way to explaining the presence of so 

much LBA/EIA activity on such a difficult soil. The place name certainly suggests 

a site of some significance and may reflect the discovery of metalwork at some 

point in the historic past. 

Foot of Knap Hill by Workway Drove ( Field Mc 21). LBA/EIA pottery 
fragments including a sherd of haematite coated ware and part of the rim of a 
furrowed bowl were discovered at SU 1220 6330 in 1980 (SMR SU 16 SW 205; 
Anon, 1981,75). The site is situated directly below the southern slope of Knap 
Hill. This slope is traversed by a double-ditched linear running from the hollow- 

way of the Workway Drove (SU 11957 63491) up to the 250m OD contour and 
the Neolithic interrupted circuit (SU 12136 63602). Cunnington refers to this 
ditch as the Devil's Trackway (Cunnington 1911) and it would appear to be a late 

prehistoric feature perhaps associated with the linear running across the north- 
western slope of Golden Ball Hill. 

Separated from East Field by the Workway Drove, field Alton 1 (cent. SU 12460 
63350) was walked as part of this study in September 2005. Although the survey 
was restricted to walking the "tramlines" running through an already emergent 
crop on an increasingly sunny day, enough finds were made to show that the 
field contained evidence of LPRIA/Romano-British activity. The pottery consisted 
of 28 sherds of Savernake Ware dating from this period accompanied by a small 
quantity of burnt flint and some 24 crude flint flakes. Four concentrations of finds 

were identified within the restrictions of the collection methodology at SU 12392 
63037; SU 12495 63112; SU 12625 63425 and SU 12695 63260. All these 

clusters contained LPRIA and Romano-British pottery, burnt flint and flint flakes. 
These findings are corroborated by aerial photographic evidence (NMR SU 16 
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SW 108 & 110) which appears to show an asymmetrical, rectilinear, ditched 

enclosure at SU 1262 6323 and a double-ditched, curvilinear enclosure at SU 

1268 6314. 

The field was walked by McCulloch in the 1980s but he appears not have 

recovered any pottery from the surface of the field. This does seem somewhat 

anomalous given the results of the 2005 fieldwork and the fact that most of the 

surrounding fields have a good covering of LPRIA and Romano-British sherds. 

This suggests McCulloch's survey of this field was either only a cursory 
inspection or he failed to recognize the presence of pottery on the surface. 

East Field. The view from Knap Hill into the Vale is dominated by the immense 

East Field (cent. SU 1170 6300) (Fig. 1.18) lying at the foot of the chalk 

escarpment. Apparently a former medieval open field, East Field contains a 

series of soil and crop marks of late prehistoric or Romano-British field systems 

and enclosures (NMR SU 16 SW 111) including a potential banjo enclosure. 
Whilst banjo enclosures seem to be an infrequent site in this area, judging from 

the Wiltshire SMR, this survey has identified the presence of three such sites: 
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Figure 1.18 Looking across East Field towards Adam's Grave (left) and Knap Hill (right) 



East Field, Alton; Black Furlong, Urchfont and Milton Hill Copse, Milton Lilbourne. 

The first two sites are located in very similar settings, at the foot of the chalk 

scarp, whilst the Milton Hill site is located at the top of the scarp. McCulloch 

walked East Field (Fields McC 1 A-D) and collected 84 sherds of pottery from the 

site. Of this total, 77 sherds were from the LPRIA/RB Savernake tradition and 

only one body sherd was of an LBA/EIA fabric, and the location of its discovery is 

not clear. It seems likely that the LBA/EIA presence in the area of East Field and 

adjoining fields was either quite insubstantial in comparison with that to the north 

or east of Knap Hill or the subsequent 1st Century BC/AD activity has destroyed 

most of the material evidence. The vast majority of the LPRIA/RB pottery came 
from the eastern side of the field and appears to be associated with the banjo 

enclosure. 
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Figure 1.19 Insall's Camp, Burlinch Hill, Alton. (Composite of Wilts CC 1981 Decennial 

survey no. 4081 144 & 143) 
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Insall's Camp, Burlinch Hill. This site (Fig 1.19), located on a spur of 

Woodborough Hill to the south-east of Alton Priors, is now largely only visible 

from the air, measuring some 290m east to west and 325m north to south, 

enclosing an area of 7.5 hectares. The eroded remains of the enclosure bank 

survive on the south-eastern slope. An area of dark soil is located in the north- 

western quadrant of the interior measuring some 200m in length and 40m wide is 

shown on the 1981 Wiltshire County Council Decennial aerial survey. The site is 

noted on the NMR index (SU 16 SW 49) where it is described, on the basis of 

aerial photographic evidence, as a medieval or post-medieval tree enclosure 

similar to one allegedly present in Tawsmead Copse (OS NGR SU 12290 61870; 

NMR SU 16 SW 112)(see below). 

This interpretation does not seem to acknowledge the presence of an apparent 
droveway, some 400m long curving up the eastern slope of Burlinch Hill 

connecting Insall's Camp with the south-eastern edge of East Field (see above). 
Given the thin scatter of LBA and undiagnostic Iron Age sherds collected by Bob 

Clarke (SMR SU 16 SW 165 & SU 16 SW 211) and as part of this current 

research, it seems far more likely that the soilmark represents a late prehistoric 

enclosure, perhaps dating from the first half of the 1st millennium BC. The 

enclosure is fringed on its southern and eastern sides by extensive field systems; 
this research has noted the proximity of field systems to apparent areas of 

settlement in the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age transition. The site may 

represent a hilltop enclosure given the lack of artefactual evidence found in the 

interior, the proximity of field systems and the possible presence of a "black 

patch": comparisons with Martinsell are robust. The location of this enclosure, 

adjacent to several areas of considerable LBA/EIA activity including Golden Ball 

Hill and Walker's Hill, does tend to suggest that this enclosure may have its 

origins around the same time as the Martinsell enclosure and may well succeed 

the less defined former sites. However, it is not possible to be any more specific 

in light of the paucity of finds from the site and the apparent density of LPRIA and 
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Romano-British activity in the immediate surrounding area which had probably 

obscured evidence of activity from earlier phases of the Iron Age. 

The Tawsmead Copse/ Pecked Hill/Woodborough Hill complex. A 

concentration of soilmarks and cropmarks in this area (cent. SU1220 6130) has 

been noted (NMR SU16 SW 100; 101; 103; 104; 112). Few finds from this area 

are listed on the Wilts SMR and time and crop constraints prevented any surface 

collection taking place. It seems likely, however, that many of these cropmarks 

show Iron Age or Romano-British field systems if the evidence from East Field 

and surroundings can be extrapolated to this immediately adjacent location. 

Indeed, it may well be that the fields were originally laid out in the LBA/EIA 

transition and continued in use well into the Romano-British period. 

Woodborough 
Very little evidence of LBA/EIA activity is present in Woodborough parish beyond 

that possible evidence around Woodborough Hill already discussed perhaps 

suggesting an absence of activity in the late prehistoric period. 

Beechingstoke 
Again little evidence for an LBA/EIA presence is forthcoming for the parish of 
Beechingstoke. The only site of possible note is a potential linear running from 
SU1003 5920 TO SU1038 5929 currently forming a field boundary. Viewed from 

the road between Beechingstoke and Woodborough, the linear does seem very 
high and the linear runs an anomalous course in comparison with its surrounding 
field boundaries. 

Marden 
Marden British Village. Colt Hoare identified a "British village" located south of 
the River Avon, opposite the late Neolithic henge, from which he recovered "a 

great deal of British pottery" (Colt Hoare 1821,5). Situated between the 105m 

and 11 0m OD contours on the eastern slope of a small rise, building work close 
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to the access road to the nearby sewage station in 1988 produced some 80 

sherds of LBA/EIA pottery, including some oolite gritted sherds, a whetstone, two 

sarsen mullers and a broken spindle whorl. Overlying the whole site was a 

spread of R-B material (Anon 1989,232). At the time of accession to Devizes 

Museum in 1988, LBA/EIA material is likely to have been described as LBA and 
this concentration of finds strongly suggests the presence of an LBA/EIA site to 

the south-west of Marden henge attracted partly by the higher, easily tillable land, 

the proximity of such a remarkable monument and, perhaps, the presence of a 
local north-south route giving access onto Salisbury Plain. 

Wilsford 

Wilsford Hill Iron Age pits. The Cunningtons excavated two pits to the north of 

a chalk quarry located at SU 0974 5579 (NMR SU 05 NE 6) between 1910 and 
1913. The pits were described as being 1.21 m in diameter and 0.90m to 1.20m 

deep. Grinsell (1957,122) reported that the pits produced a bronze chape and 
binding of a scabbard (illustrated in Cunnington and Goddard , 1934,155, no. 
806), iron pyrites, a chalk loomweight, flint hammerstones, a ceramic spindle- 
whorl, four bone gouges, a rib-knife and some pottery sherds. The excavators 
described the pottery as dating from the early or middle La Tene period and 
Grinseli (1957,122; 259) stated that some of the pottery comprised Phase 2 
Haematite Coated Bowls and other sherds were smooth dark wares from Phase 
3. These terms relate to Hawkes' dating schema (Hawkes 1959) and, imply a 
date either during the LBA/EIA transition or Early Iron Age for the bowls and a 
Late Iron Age date for the dark sherds (ibid., 140). The metalwork discovered 

alongside these pottery sherds probably dates from the 1 st century BC/AD, 

suggesting that the filling of these pits was an act of deliberate redeposition. The 

purposeful inclusion of cultural material from an earlier phase has been noted at 

excavations of Iron Age features outside Battlesbury hillfort by Wessex 

Archaeology in the 1990s (C. Ellis pers. comm. ) and, perhaps, was a relatively 
common feature of Iron Age practice. Hawkes (1939a, 211) certainly believed 

the juxtaposition of pottery dating from an earlier phase of the Iron Age than the 
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metalwork indicated the context was re-deposited. The inclusion of such 

temporally disparate artefacts in the Wilsford pits suggests that the features were 

filled in the 1 st century AD and, therefore, do not represent direct evidence of 

LBA/EIA activity in the immediate vicinity of the pits but, perhaps, hint at a 

possibly substantial LBA/EIA deposit or site somewhere nearby. Grinsell (1957, 

122) suggests that the pits are part of a scattered area of settlement perhaps 

partially defined by a ditch dropping off Wilsford Hill into the Vale (ibid, 259)and 

the setting of the pits is very similar to other LBA/EIA sites in the Vale lying at the 

foot of the spur of Cleeve Hill, a large and visually dominating spur. 

Broadbury Banks. William Cunnington Senior dug trenches in the area of this 

site (SU09275555) but failed to find any evidence of occupation (Colt Hoare 

1811,177). Colt Hoare considered the site to be mutilated or unfinished but the 
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Figure 1.20 The overgrown and quarried ramparts of Broadbury Banks 



NMR Monument Report (NMR SU 05 NE 14) notes an absence of any aerial 
photographic evidence to support the presence of a southern side to the 

enclosure circuit and no entrances in the extant monument. McCulloch walked 
the arable field enclosed by the partial earthwork (Field McC 75A & B) and did 

not find any evidence of activity. A brief survey as part of this current field work 
only produced a small scatter of burnt flint in the section of the field immediately 
behind the north facing bank and ditch. The site is situated for its visual impact 

across the southern half of the central Vale and, because of the nature of the 

uphill slope to the south, no benefit would come of digging an extensive 
boundary there. Although the earthworks show signs of subsequent quarrying 
(Fig. 1.20) the overall impression the observer is left with is that the main 
objective of the builders was to draw attention to the site and locality from a 
distance. It is not possible to posit a date for the construction and possible use of 
Broadbury Banks with the current state of knowledge. 

North Newnton 
Cats Brain. Kay Stevens recovered a large quantity of LBA/EIA pottery sherds 
from SU 1220 5730 in 1991 (SMR SU 15 NW 201); the pottery included 
haematite coated wares. The finds were discovered next to a by-way running 
from North Newnton to Wilsford and Charlton and were located on the south- 
eastern edge of a small hill situated between the two branches of the Hampshire 
Avon. The landowner refused permission to survey the fields around the findspot 
for this researcher but there are large, probably late prehistoric, lynchets clearly 
visible on the north eastern slope of the hill and across which the by-way runs. 

======+++===== 
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1.5 Block 4- Huish, Wilcot, Manningford, Rushall, Upavon, Huish 

Gopher Wood Multiple Ditch System. Although clearly shown on OS maps, 
this complex system of ditches (Fig 1.22) does not appear in either the NMR or 
Wilts SMR indices but does seem to be associated with the Gopher Wood East 

Group of linears (NMR SU 16 SW 16). The earthwork systems in Gopher Wood 

will be discussed more fully in Appendix 2 but a brief description follows. A large 

linear (the Huish 2 linear) runs south for 200m from SU 13973 64545 until it 

meets the current northern edge of Gopher Wood. The linear commences as a 
large scarped bank but approximately mid-way along this part of its course, a 

ditch and bank are added to the east of the scarp. 
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Figure 1.21 Block 4- Huish, Wilcot, Manningford, Rushall, Upavon, Huish 
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Figure 1.22 Gopher Wood earthworks 

As the linear enters the wood its course changes to a curving north-west to 

south-east orientation and it terminates after a further 120m at a T- junction with 

another earthwork. The course of this linear (the Huish 3 linear) runs south-west 
for some 170m from its junction with Huish 2 to terminate at a smaller, curvilinear 
ditch and bank (Huish 4) which follows the course of the Alton/Huish parish 
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boundary through the western portion of Gopher Wood. The Huish 3 linear also 
continues north-east from its junction with the North linear although its course is 

somewhat obscured by the route of the current bridleway running through the 

wood. The profile of this earthwork is unusually asymmetrical with a long, gently 
sloping northern slope bounded by a small bank whilst the southern slope is very 

slight. The area bounded by the Huish 2 and 3 linears contains the remnants of 
three field terraces, the orientation of which are aligned on the course of the 
former earthwork. To the south of the eastern end of Huish 3 are a series of 

small terraces again probably indicating the presence of fields. 

Within the western and southern portions of the wood are the apparent remains 
of a series of hollow-ways leading up from the slopes of Draycott Hill to a large 
dew-pond, perhaps dating from the creation of the late prehistoric site which still 
holds a supply of fresh water on the western boundary of the wood. This dew- 

pond also marks the eastern terminal of a substantial earthwork (Wilcot 5) 

running along the crest-edge of the chalk scarp westwards to Golden Ball Hill. In 

the area between the hollow-ways and the Huish 4 linear are at least two hut 

platforms and a series of smaller, subsidiary ditches. The wood appears to of 
some considerable antiquity itself with Small-Leafed Lime (Tilia Cordata), Herb 
Paris (Paris Quadrifolia) and other plants indicative of long-established woodland 
present and this may help to explain the survival of these reasonably ephemeral 
earthworks. 

The surviving evidence does seem to indicate the presence of a late prehistoric 
or Romano-British settlement at the site of Gopher Wood. Unfortunately no 
surface finds have been made in the course of this study from Gopher Wood, but 
it would be surprising to do so, bearing in mind the possible Early Medieval 

origins of the wood and consequent depth of woodland Brown Earths, if any had 
been made. At best these features can be dated by association with the 

adjoining linear system at Gopher Wood East. 
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Gopher Wood East. The large linear and associated enclosure (NMR SU 16 

SW 16) were first noted by Colt Hoare (1821,1: 2 & 10). Located at the northern 

end of a narrow defile running up from Huish and allowing access to the Pewsey 

Downs and Kennet Valley beyond, the linear runs more-or-less due south from 

approximately SU 14380 64627 (Fig. 1.23) for some 240m before making a 

sharp turn south-west down the slope of the defile (Fig 2.9). The first 55m or so 

of the linear's course has been ploughed out and is only visible on APs. The 

linear is punctuated by two gaps, one close to its southern end which appears to 

be have been used as a farm track in the recent past and the second forms part 

of the terminal of a subsidiary ditch and bank linear running into the main Gopher 

Wood East linear from the east and may represent part of a field system 

associated with the rectilinear enclosure discussed below. The area around the 

"farm track" entrance running up the steep defile slope is the location for the two 
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Figure 1.23 The current northern terminal of the Gopher Wood East linear 



find spots associated with these earthworks. Owen Meyrick recovered "Bronze 

Age" (SMR SU 16 SW 154) and "Iron Age" sherds (SMR SU 16 SW 201; Grinsell 

1957,78) from SU 1435 6441 and SU 1440 6440 respectively. On inspection in 

Devizes Museum both groups of finds proved to contain LBA/EIA sherds judging 

by fabric and form. It is worth noting that both groups of sherds were found close 
to the edge of the scarp and in areas where there is some evidence for human 

activity associated with the linear. This site will be discussed in greater detail in 

Appendix 2 

Figure 1.24 Gopher Wood East Late iron Age and Romano-British settlement 

The extant northern end of the Gopher Wood East is abutted by an enclosure 
(Fig 1.24) measuring 45m north to south and 70m west to east. In February 

2007, animal burrows in the enclosure produced a range of LPRIA /RB pottery 

and at least two hut platforms are still apparent. Recent fieldwork shows the 

settlement continues eastwards beyond the enclosure (Tony Roberts pers. 
comm. ). It is possible that the area of land south of the enclosure and divided by 

the subsidiary linear discussed above may be part of a field system associated 
with this enclosure. 
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Wilcot 

Field Systems south-east of Pecked Hill. Aerial Photographic evidence 

appears to show part of a field system on the eastern slope of Pecked Hill (centre 

point: SU 130 613) with characteristics similar to late prehistoric examples. This 

area is close to the Tawsmead Copse/Woodborough Hill complex discussed 

above and, perhaps, should be considered part of the same set of sites. 

Giant's Grave Spur End Enclosure. This site has been discussed in far 

greater detail in Chapter 6 but the site appears to date from the LBA/EIA 

transition on the basis of the few finds made within the enclosure (NMR SU 16 
SE 4; SMR SU 16 SE 201). Separated by a large cross-dyke from the remainder 
of the spur, the site appears to contain a number of hut platforms as well as 
evidence for later flint digging and the construction of a large summer house in 
the 18th century. The interior of the enclosure is dominated by a large dewpond, 

probably remodelled many times but possibly originating at the same time as the 

enclosure. North-east of the cross-dyke, "outside" the enclosure, a series of flat 

platforms are suggestive of settlement activity but very few finds have been 

recovered. 

Manningford 

South of Bruce Field Barn. Owen Meyrick found several fragments of Iron Age 

pottery amongst a larger RB scatter in Grinsell's Enclosure 147 (1957,267; NMR 
SU 15 NE 3) although the finds were later lost (Swanton 1987,16). Colt Hoare 

recognised the site (1811,191-2) which is a small square enclosure of about 
0.20 hectares with an entrance to the south-east. Whilst the site is probably Iron 
Age in origin, it is difficult without artefactual evidence to be any more specific. 
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Figure 1.25 Manningford Bohune Down 

Manningford Bruce/Bohune Downs. Owen Meyrick recovered a number of 

flint flakes, a paistave axe and LBA/EIA sherds from two sites within 200m of 

each other on Manningford Bruce Down at SU 1662 5580 (Swanton 1987,16; 

SMR SU1 5 NE 151). An Iron Age saddle quern was recovered from a field to the 

west of Bohune Down in 1985 (Fig. 1.25) at SU 1605 5562 (NMR SU 15 NE 88; 

Anon, 1986,242). The finds appear to be associated with a series of linears 

located on both Downs that seem to be unrecorded (See Appendix 2). 
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Figure 1.26 Black Knoll, Rushali. Note the anomalous field boundaries to either side of 
the site(NMR 58/RAF/T. 3021 Frame 165) 

Rushall 

Black Knoll. Attention was first drawn to this location (centre point: SU 1290 

5614) (Fig 1.26) by the coincidence of the unusual, and often indicative, place- 

name and the anomalous field boundary. The place-name element Black is often 
indicative of an area of unusually dark soil, e. g. Black Patch, Pewsey (see 

below). The alternative place-name for Black Patch is Blacknall Field, strongly 

reminiscent of the Rushall placename. The field boundary, too, marks the 

Rushall site out as anomalous; it is curvilinear, running north from France Farm 

and then curving around to terminate close to Rushall Bridge. The field boundary 

stands out from the surrounding regularly shaped, Enclosure period hedges and 

fences. There is also a small cluster of Iron Age metalwork finds (SMR SU 15 

NW 204) from the environs of the site including a coin from Black Knoll field. 

Physical inspection of the site was not possible, except from the other side of the 

fence but aerial photographic evidence shows a series of terraces running across 
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the south-western slope of the field including a possible square enclosure of 

approximately 150m square. The site occupies a small rise bounded on the 

western, southern and eastern sides by two arms of the Hampshire Avon which 

meet in the south-eastern corner of the site, arguably a very significant site. 
Whilst it is not possible to be certain about the nature or chronology of the Black 

Knoll site, it seems highly likely that activities did take place there in the Iron Age. 

Upa von 
South-west of Manningford Bohune Field Barn. A cropmark (Fig. 1.27) 

showing part of a possible enclosure measuring some 200m west-east is located 

at SU 1430 5634 on the highest point of a spur jutting out from Upavon Hill and 
bounded on the west by one of the arms of the Hampshire Avon. No 

corroborative evidence exists for this site but it seems probable that it is of a late 

prehistoric date. Interestingly, it is situated immediately south-west of the parish 
boundary between Upavon and Manningford, a location that strengthens the 

possibility that the site is Iron Age in date. 

Figure 1.27 Enclosure on the spur of Upavon Hill, Upavon (htip: //Iocal. live. com) 

437 



Upavon metalwork finds. The cluster of metalwork finds from around Upavon 

(SMR SU 15 SW 157; 158; 203; 204; 206; 207; 208; 210; 211; 214; 215) at first 

glimpse seem to indicate a very significant site. However, there is strong reason 
to believe many of the locations given are incorrect (P. Robinson pers. comm. ) 

Many of the findspots are the work of metal detectorists, people who are often 

reluctant to reveal the location of their finds. One possibly accurate record is 

SMR SU 15 SW 158 which records the finding of a group of LBA sherds close to 

the River Avon at SU13605456. The location given is unusually accurate for this 

group of finds and may reflect the relative poverty of the discovery to the finder. 

The location of the find, situated on a bend in the river, may represent either a 
deliberate deposit or evidence of a settlement located on the small area of higher 

ground bounded on the west by the Avon. 

Casterley Camp. A number of authorities have argued for a 10th to 8th cent BC 

date for the construction of Casterley Camp (Cunliffe 2004,68) and it was one of 
the principal aims of this project to test that assumption. The findings of the 
fieldwork are discussed in Chapter 7 but it appears that the more recent 
assumptions made about Casterley were incorrect. Evidence for LBA/EIA 

activity remains restricted to the three pits excavated by the Cunningtons 
(Cunnington & Cunnington 1913). 

Widdington Farm. Discussed more fully in Chapter 7, an enclosure apparently 
dating from the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age was excavated at Widdington 
Farm in 1993 by Reading University (Fulford et a!., 2006). The site was enclosed 
by a ditch some 180m in diameter, sections of which were excavated. 

======+++====== 
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Figure 1.28 Savernake, Pewsey, and Milton Lilbourne 

1.6 Block 5- Savernake, Pewsey, and Milton Lilbourne 

Savernake 

Figure 1.29 Minor earthworks in Withy Copse 
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Withy Copse. Maud and Benjamin Cunnington excavated an apparently LPRIA 

midden in Withy Copse (SU 1721 6429) (NMR SU 16 SE 1) (Fig 1.29) in 1907 

and 1908 (Cunnington 1909). Although both the NMR and Wilts SMR locate the 

site in Wilcot parish, it is currently situated in Savernake parish very close to the 
boundary with Pewsey and previously part of Pewsey parish. The excavation 
trench was clearly visible amongst the undergrowth of Withy Copse until the 

winter of 2006/7 when a tree fell across the depression as a result of serious 
storms. The site is set on the northern slope of Martinsell 100m north and 
downhill of the large east-west linear cutting the summit of Martinsell off from the 

more gentle northern slopes. The copse must be of some antiquity, although 
regularly replanted, as the site lies at the southern edge of a series of hollow- 

ways, ditches and depressions preserved within the bounds of the wood, rather 
like Gopher Wood, Huish (see above). Time constraints and some confusion 
over land ownership prevented the site from being surveyed but from casual 
inspection the earthworks seemed far more haphazard and less structured than 
those in Withy Copse and there was certainly no evidence to suggest the 
presence of substantial linears. 

A grab sample of pottery was taken from animal burrowings in the side of the 
Cunningtons' excavation trench in January 2005. All except one sherd dated 
from the LPRIA/early RB period, exclusively Savernake Wares. The exception 
was a body sherd in a typically flinty LBA/EIA fabric (many thanks to Elaine 
Morris for this identification). The presence of this sherd on an otherwise 
exclusively LPRIA/RB site could be explained in two ways. It either represents 
material collected in order to be crushed and added to Savernake Ware fabric as 
temper or the LIA "midden" overlies a LBA/EIA site, a common feature of sites in 
the Vale, although the presence of one sherd in a clearly redeposited context is 
scant evidence for such a claim 

440 



: ij WkhY 
Field system "' Copse 

UMaron-11 

Ma AkWest 

250m 

22 

'"ý "11ý 200M' ýu! a"ý Drtuh 
""Hessock4 �' 

�ý� Bank 

----- 
Sollmork 

or 1000n 

, f. t'' 
Gi0f1i'B 

... "" 
"': 

wýý 
Grave 

Figure 1.30 Plan of Martinsell and environs 

Pewsey 

Both the Martinsell and Black Patch sites will be discussed at greater length in 

their respective chapters and, consequently, this section will be a brief overview. 

Marti nselI West Black-Earth Site. Owen Meyrick (1946,157) identified a dense 

cluster of LPRIA and Early RB finds to the west of Martinsell Hillfort (SU 1745 

6380) (Fig 1.30) and a number of finds have been made there since (NMR SU 16 

SE 24: SMR SU 16 SE 203). Whilst the finds are dominated by 1st Century 

BC/AD material, small amounts of LBA/EIA material has also been recovered 

from this location. 

441 



Martinsell Hillfort. Occupying the eastern, and highest, end of Martinsell Hill 

(Fig 1.30) this univallate hillfort has an area of approximately 14 hectares. The 

northern boundary of the hilifort comprises the eastern section of the large linear 

running across the northern edge of the hilltop Very little evidence of occupation 

within the enclosure has been found (Colt Hoare 1821,9) but there is a spread of 

pottery of both LBA/EIA and LPRIA/RB periods at SU177640 (NMR SU 16 SE6). 

Hassocks Black-Earth Site. This site (Fig 1.30) was first identified by Owen 

Meyrick as a result of wartime ploughing (1946,157) and a series of significant 
LBA/EIA finds have been made subsequently, principally by Chris Amor the 

ploughman for West Wick Farm in the 1970s (SMR SU 16 SE 207). The site, 
largely only visible form aerial photographs, (cent. SU 1715 6347) covers 

approximately 2.5 hectares on the south-western slope of Martinsell Hill running 
towards Giant's Grave spur end enclosure. 

"Hawkes' Mound", Giant's Grave Spur. On page 256 of Volume 51 of the 
Wiltshire Archaeological and Natural History Magazine kept in the Sackler 
Library, Oxford a comment has been written in pencil on the margin of Owen 
Meyrick's plan of Martinsell; "C. F. C. H found IA "A" sherds here, 6/6/51 ". This 

observation confirmed suspicions that the sherds noted by Grinsell (1957,121) 
had come from a low mound (Fig 1.30) now covered by hawthorn trees (SU 
16976 63333) just to the south-west of the linear ditch and bank separating the 
Giant's Grave spur from the main bulk of Martinsell Hill and some 300m north- 
east of the Giant's Grave enclosure cross-dyke. Despite regular visits, only one 
LBANEIA sherd has been found along with a small quantity of burnt flint has been 

recovered. It seems possible that part of the site may be covered over by spoil 
from later flint diggings located just to the north-west of the site. 
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Southcott Field Barn. The large field to the east of Southcott Field Barn (cent. 
SU 1730 5905) (Fig. 1.31) had been the subject of surface collection in the early 
1970s (Anon. 1973,130). The field at 35 hectares in area was a daunting 

prospect especially on one of the coldest days in March 2006 with a keen 

easterly wind and a field surface so dry and frosted the top 0.1 5m of ploughsoil 
had the consistency of castor sugar. The attraction of the field is the large L- 

shaped soil mark visible at SU 179 589 located on a small rise above the 

surrounding fields. The soilmark appears to be associated with a possible "black 

patch" and a lynchet. The 1972 exercise had concentrated on the area of the 

soilmark and had turned up "earlier" IA pottery, furrowed haematite bowls and 

scratched cordon wares largely in a discrete concentration accompanied by large 

quantities of LPRIA and RB material although, sadly, no grid reference was given 
for the scatter of LBA/EIA transition and Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age 

material. 
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Figure 1.31 The view east from Southcott Field Barn towards the black patches located on 
the small rise on the eastern side of the field 



The current project sought to clarify the location of the LBA/EIA scatter although 

surface conditions were poor due to frost action and the cold, strong easterly 

wind made visibility poor due to eyes constantly wateringl Of the 84 sherds of 

pottery collected, four sherds of LBA/EIA fabric were identified including one 

sherd of haematite coated ware centred around SU 17936 588890 on the 

western slope of the small spur in the south-east corner of the field. This site 

may be associated with the surface scatter of LBA/EIA material collected at SU 

1830 5860 (Devizes Museum Accession 1990.296.1) near Fyfield Field Barn, 

Milton Lilbourne (see below). 
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Figure 1.32 The Spectacles: AP transcription (Crawford & Kehler 1928 Fig. 54) 

The Spectacles. Investigated by Cunnington and Colt Hoare (Colt Hoare 1811, 
191), these two enclosures (SU 1764 5737) (Fig. 1.32) are connected by a length 

of ditch or hollow-way (NMR SU 15 NE 13). Colt Hoare's excavations in the 

westernmost enclosure produced pottery and quantities of black soil although he 
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fails to note from what period the ceramics originated. These enclosures are 

probably Iron Age in date but from which phase is impossible to say without 
further artefactual evidence. 

East of Pewsey Hill Farm. In 1969 and 1970 excavations were carried out on an 
Iron Age enclosure located at SU 1675 5765 by members of the WANHS Field 

group (Thompson 1971). The enclosure is approximately 1.35 hectares in area 

and was subject to cultivation in the 1960s although it appears the bank had 

been demolished sometime before the period of modern farming. The site is 

approximately 400m from the "Spectacles" conjoined enclosures (Crawford & 

Keiller 1928,224-6) and an aerial photograph of 1946 shows field systems 
between the two sites (Thompson 1971,63). Owen Meyrick recovered what was 
termed at the time "Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age" pottery from this field 

system (Swanton 1987). Excavation was confined to a series of sections across 
the enclosure ditch, entrance and an adjacent linear feature in order to ascertain 
dating evidence whilst the interior of the enclosure was subject to a surface 
survey. 

The evidence from the ditch sections strongly suggests that the ditch was 
backfilled at some time in the past, possibly in the Roman period. The linear 
feature was considered by the excavator to have been recut at the time of the 

enclosure's construction and probably represented part of a field boundary (ibid., 
66). Finds were limited to less than 100 pottery sherds representing 16 Iron Age 

and 19 Romano-British vessels. The discussion of the Iron Age ceramic archive 
is somewhat limited, probably due the lack of any decoration or other diagnostic 
features. The pottery Is described as being handmade, with a coarse sandy 
fabric with small Inclusions of flint or chalk (ibid., 68) and most comparable to 

pottery recovered from All Cannings (Cunnington 1923), Swallowcliffe Down 
(Clay 1925; 1927) and Fifield Bavant (Clay 1924) suggesting the site is dated to 
the LBA/EIA transition. The fabric described is frequently encountered on Iron 
Age sites of all dates. 
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The interior of the enclosure on Pewsey Hill produced a large quantity of burnt 

flint with an especially high concentration in the centre. Other surface finds 

included a broken sarsen saddle quern, sarsen chips, Iron Age pottery, waste 
flint flakes and flint hammerstones, a typical assemblage for sites of this period in 

the area. The interior of the enclosure features a circular banked depression 

some 15m in diameter that the excavators interpreted as a dewpond, another 

common feature of late prehistoric settlement on the chalkiands of eastern 
Wiltshire. 

The Pewsey Hill Farm enclosure is one element in a patchwork of sites 

apparently dating from the LBA/EIA transition situated on the top of the chalk 

scarp of Salisbury Plain running from Aughton Down in the east to Black Patch in 

the south-west. Deciphering LBA/EIA activity in this 16 square kilometre area is 

complicated by the presence of a substantial veneer of LPRIA and Romano- 
British settlement, often in the same locations as the LBA/EIA sites. East of the 
Pewsey Hill Farm Enclosure, aerial photographic evidence points to the presence 
of an extensive series of late prehistoric field systems running to the parish 
boundary with Milton Lilbourne and beyond. To the west lies Denny Sutton 
Hipend, location for a number of apparently LBA/EIA sites. 
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Figure 1.33 Denny Sutton Hipend. The dark soilmarks on the western side of the ploughed 
field are the location for finds made on the site. The Black Patch, Pewsey, site Is located 

in the harvested fields to the north of Denny Sutton Hipend (http: //Iocal. live. com) 

Denny Sutton Hipend. Located 800m west of the Pewsey Hill Farm enclosure, 
this remarkable spur (Fig 1.33) juts out into the Greensand Vale. Its northern 

and western slopes are very steep and these combined with the comparative 
flatness and size of its summit makes it a local landmark. Thanks to the interest 

of the farmer, a series of finds have been made on the top of Denny Sutton 

Hipend which, when combined with recent aerial photographic evidence, suggest 
the presence of an LBA/EIA site at the western end of the spur (cent. SU 1595 
5777). In 1979 two sherds of LBA/EIA pottery found on the summit were 
donated to Devizes Museum (Accession Number 43.1979). Both were decorated 
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body sherds, one from a furrowed bowl, and the other from a haematite coated 

jar. Both have characteristic line and dot decoration. In 1968, nine sherds of 

LBA/EIA pottery were recovered from the same location (SMR No SU 15 NE 

208) including fragments of haematite coated furrowed bowls. Such is the density 

of finds from this location and the adjacent site of Black Patch, down slope from 

Denny Sutton Hipend, that the farmer maintains a small private museum. Recent 

aerial photography has revealed the presence of a large "black patch" measuring 

some 200m west to east and 250m north to south in the same location of the 

finds. Whilst it is not possible to state with any high degree of certainty that the 

aerial photographic evidence represents a LBA/EIA site, the presence of surface 

pottery finds and the proximity of a significant LBA/EIA site to the north-west of 

Denny Sutton Hipend do strongly support such an assumption. 

Blacknall Field or Black Patch, Pewsey. Identified as an artefact scatter 

during a programme of fieldwalking by the WANHS Field group in the late 1960's, 

Black Patch (cent. SU 1530 5807) was subject to a programme of excavation 
between 1969 and 1976: the archive has remained untouched for some thirty 

years 

In brief, the site comprised a substantial area of black-earth, although ploughing 

had probably reduced the depth of the deposit considerably. When excavated, it 

was found that the site had been reused as an Early Anglo-Saxon cemetery and 

a number of the grave cuts were intrusive into LBA/EIA subsurface features. The 

prehistoric pits and postholes were most visible when they cut into the underlying 

chalk. A reasonable quantity of pottery and animal bone was recovered largely 

from these cut features. 

The site continues to produce surface scatters of material, some of which have 

been deposited with Devizes Museum (Accession No. 1990.292). The donated 
finds generally tend to be the more notable sherds recovered, for example, 
furrowed bowls and haematite coated wares. The excavation only investigated 
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one part of the site and the true extent of the black-earth deposit has not been 

properly quantified yet. 
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Figure 1.34 Lawn Farm, Milton Lilbourne Co-axial field system 

Milton Lilbourne. 
Milton Lilbourne Co-axial Field System. Observations during the course of 
fieldwalking land to the north of Milton Hill in the winter of 2004/5 led to the 

recognition of a partially preserved co-axial field system (Fig 1.34) extending 

across the width of the modern day parish of Milton Lilbourne. The field system 

measures some 2.4km east to west and runs northwards from the foot of the 

Salisbury Plain scarp for approximately 2.5km. The longitudinal axis of the field 

system is 344/164° magnetic, the presence of two small streams running east to 

west across the area of land chosen for the field system apparently determining 
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the orientation (contra McOmish et at 2002,54). The pattern of land-division in 

the adjoining parishes, Pewsey and Easton Royal, are quite different, the former 

appearing to date from the period of Parliamentary Enclosure and the latter 

having the characteristics of a nucleated medieval village and its attendant fields. 

The boundaries of the co-axial field system are by no means complete with 

evidence to support the removal of banks in order to enlarge fields, but sufficient 

evidence survives to support the presence of a substantial late prehistoric field 

system. Evidence of destruction of field boundaries comes in the form of a series 

of lynchets now located within fields. The largest of these is a lynchet running 
between SU 1856 5880 and SU 1833 5921, now substantially flattened and 

widened by decades of ploughing and only 0.30m at its maximum height. The 

current northern terminal is probably not its original ending, if it ran for another 
120m north the lynchet would terminate in line with a dog-leg in an existing 

prehistoric field boundary, but ploughing and soil creep have obscured its course 

at this point. The orientation of this lynchet runs parallel to both the field system 

and the parish boundary with Pewsey. Not all the extant lynchets conform to the 

orientation of the field system. One lynchet follows the course of the 

northernmost stream for some 850m, making two turns to the south-west to 

maintain its position on the edge of the small valley in which the stream runs. 
Two sherds of LBA/EIA pottery, one haematite coated, were recovered from 

locations immediately adjacent to this lynchet at SU 18026 60730 and SU 18053 

60711 and burnt flint scatters were identified at SU 18032 60710, SU 18367 

60829 and SU 18257 60753; all these findspots are located close to the stream 

perhaps suggesting a scatter of settlement along the course of the stream. 

To the north of the northernmost stream, the field system does not seem to be 

present beyond the ridge between Little Salisbury and Milkhouse Water. Indeed 
the field pattern does not continue north of the hedge marking the northernmost 
boundary of Lawn Farm, although there is a clear lynchet running parallel to the 
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hedge some 50m to its south which turns north at SU 18389 61189 to disappear 

into the hedge. This may mean that the current northern boundary is not the 

original boundary to the field system but one imposed on the landscape later. 

A number of field boundaries running north-south fossilise the dog-leg field 

boundaries of the earlier fields for example SU 1849 5942 and SU 1868 5950 

and, perhaps, the presence of banks between fields with mature trees and 
hedges growing on them may provide an indication of how field boundaries were 

composed in the late prehistoric period. Furthermore vehicular access to fields in 

the centre of the co-axial system still requires a zigzag route around the field 

edges. 

The dating of field systems is notoriously difficult as any artefactual evidence 

recovered during an excavation is very likely to be residual. However, the 

concept of co-axial field systems being most strongly associated with Middle 

Bronze Age activity has been accepted heterodoxy in the British archaeological 

community for many years based largely on the assumption that linear features 

intrusive into the field systems dated from the LBA (Bowen 1978). No evidence 

of MBA activity has been noted in the vicinity of this field system (c. f. Bradley of 

a1.1994, pp 26-75) but a number of LBA/EIA sites are located around its 

periphery perhaps suggesting the co-axial system has its origin at sometime in 

the 8th century BC or thereafter although evidence is slim. Its survival Into the 

modern epoch is surprising given the evidence for wholesale destruction of late 

prehistoric field systems in other parts of the Vale such as Stanton St Bernard 

and Alton where evidence of earlier agricultural regimes only survive as "fossils" 

in parish boundaries. This remnant of an earlier landscape allows us to 

appreciate what the more easily tilled fringes of the Vale may have looked like in 

the late prehistoric period. 
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Figure 1.35 Sites In Milton Lilbourne and adjoining sites In Easton 

Curvilinear sollmarks. Part of the field system appears to overlie a set of 

curvilinear earthworks (SU 1910 5930) (Figs 1.35 & 1.36) located on a small 

rounded spur some 150m north of the main scarp slope. A hedge line, probably 

part of the late prehistoric field system, divides the spur. Evidence from aerial 

photographs seems to show part of a double or triple ditched and banked 

earthwork with an 
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apparent entrance on its north eastern side running along the 150m OD contour 
line east of the hedge line. Despite its relatively unusual orientation, the entrance 
does appear to be original as the earthworks turn in towards it. The orientation of 

the entrance may be in response to the presence of the massive scarp slope of 
Salisbury Plain immediately to the south but the orientation of the entrance, 50° 

magnetic, may also reflect cosmological considerations as it faces Midsummer 

sunrise. 

Some 50m to 75m further north from the apparent multiple enclosure, and lower 

down the side of the spur, a further soil mark, perhaps a ditch or palisade, runs 

parallel to the course of the inner earthworks. The arable regime meant that it 

was not possible to walk the field in which the soilmarks are present but a quick 
surface collection carried out on a freshly ploughed "song bird" strip in the field 

on the western side of the spur (the rest of the field remained in set-aside) 
produced burnt flint and a single sherd of LBA/EIA pottery in the small valley 
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flanking the spur (SU 1889 5927). In neither field was there any evidence of 
surviving earthworks in the form of vestigial banks or ditches. 

The soilmark bears strong comparison with similar aerial photographic evidence 
from south-east of Cannings Cross (SU 0818 6280). In the case of the Milton 

Lilbourne example it is not clear whether the site is a complete enclosure or not 
but it does seem reasonable to assume so. The soilmark bears a strong 

resemblance to that of Suddern Farm, Hants (Cunliffe & Poole 2000) where an 

apparently triple ditched enclosure was shown to be the product of a series of 

episodes of ditch digging and filling (ibid., 199 - 202). The locations of both sites 

are similar, too, with Suddern Farm being located on a spur jutting eastwards 
from Suddern Hill into the valley of the Wallop Brook. In the case of Suddern 

Farm, the results of the excavation and geophysical survey have been 

interpreted as three main phases of activity: the digging and subsequent filling of 
the Middle Ditch and digging of the Early Outer Ditch in the Early to Early Middle 

(sic) Iron Age; the digging and maintenance of the Inner Ditch in the LPRIA and 
the redigging of the Outer Ditch in the early years of the 1st Century AD. 

The same sequence does not appear to be applicable to the Milton Lilbourne 

multiple ditched enclosure. Surface collection in adjacent fields, especially 

around Southcott Field Barn, Pewsey (SU 1762 5869) has shown extensive 

spreads of LPRIA and Romano-British pottery and burnt flint. If there was a 
LPRIA presence on this site it would be reasonable to expect similar artefact 

spreads. The enclosure, therefore, may date from the LBA/EIA transition or 
before and the multiplicity of boundary earthworks apparently evident may 
indicate either a site of some significance denoted by the complexity of its 

enclosure arrangements or one that witnessed a regular re-affirmation of its 

enclosure over a period of time. One fact does seem reasonably certain; that the 

enclosure predates the field system, at least in part, and this may suggest that 
the history of activity at the enclosure extended back into the Bronze Age. 
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South-west of Fyfield Field Barn. In 1990 Devizes Museum (Accession No: 

1990.296.1) received a small assemblage of LBA/EIA pottery collected from SU 

1830 5860. The assemblage included two furrowed bowl body sherds, one 

carinated bowl body sherd, a haematite-coated body sherd and a fragment of 

situlate jar. The location is interesting, in that it is situated on the north-western 
facing slope of a spur of peculiar morphology running down into the Vale from 

Milton Hill (Fig 1.37). It is on the south-western fringes of the co-axial field 

system and only some 500m ESE of the spread of LBA/EIA material east of 

Southcott Field Barn, Pewsey. Furthermore, the spur upon which it Is located 

gives easier access to the crest of the scarp slope than any other nearby route 

and was probably the site of a routeway dating back to at least the Neolithic. It is 

also only some 700m downhill from the Milton Hill LBA/EIA black-earth site and, 

perhaps, should be considered as part of the wider LBA/EIA complex present in 

the vicinity. 
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Figure 1.37 Milton Hill Clump site: Transcription from aerial photograph (NMR 422/15: 
taken 13/11/1972) 
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Milton Hill Clump Black-earth Patch and Circular Enclosure. The Milton Hill 

Clump site (Field centre: OS NGR SU 1916 5867) lies in a field of 14.5 hectares 

on the northern slope of Milton Hill (Fig. 1.35 & 1.37). The site is composed of 
two distinct elements, an amorphous "black patch" to the north and centre of the 

field (Cent. point SU 1903 5876) and a ditched circular enclosure (NMR SU 15 

NE 49: cent. point SU 1916 5851) containing several smaller soilmarks at the 

southern and highest end of the field closest to Milton Clump. The enclosure is 

located on Upper Chalk whilst the black-earth site sits on a shelf close to the 

upper limit of the Middle Chalk. Both sites are situated astride a small but 

prominent ridge separating Fyfield Down from Milton Hill. This ridge has an 

expansive viewshed of some 260 ° from approximately south-south-west to due 

east and is visible from Tan Hill, Easton Hill, Broadbury Banks and Urchfont Hill. 

The ridge runs north-northwest from a point immediately to the south of the 

circular enclosure, the second highest point on the northern scarp slope of 
Salisbury Plain after the summit of Easton Hill. From the crest of the hill a 

panorama of the Hampshire Avon basin, the Solent, Cranborne Chase and 
Purbeck is apparent. 

To the immediate west of the Milton Clump sites, Fyfield Down is notable both for 
its topography and the number of sites located on it. Its present form was 
created by periglacial processes (the base of the north facing slope receives no 
direct sunlight for nearly three months and Is, consequently, a frequent frost spot 
(J. Strong pers. comm. ) and comprises an extremely steep scarp slope dropping 
down into a narrow re-entrant north and west of which is a curious spur or ramp 
of chalk jutting south-westwards into the upper slopes of the Vale floor. The 

ridge of the spur has a relatively gentle gradient facilitating access from the Vale 

onto one of the highest points on Salisbury Plain. First Series Ordnance Survey 

maps show that the northern section of the field was previously downland with 
the former southern field boundary being formed by a droveway running 
westwards from the Milton Lilbourne to Easton Hill byway. The field to the south 
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of the former droveway appears to have been cultivated for at least the past 200 

years. 

Perhaps it was the nature of the topography of Fyfield Down that caused the 

builders of the early Neolithic Giant's Grave long barrow (SMR SU 15 NE 105) to 

place the funerary monument on the summit of the scarp slope. The long barrow 

is bounded on its eastern end by a small linear earthwork which appears to form 

the westernmost boundary of a complex prehistoric field system covering the 

widest part of Fyfield Down (NMR SU 15 NE 51). The field system is composed 

of a series of lynchets forming edges to square fields: these are either orientated 

north-east/south-west in the case of the largest fields or north-west/south-east for 

the group of fields in the south-western section closest to the long barrow. 

Further extensive field systems stretch south and west of Fyfield Down (see 

Appendix 2) covering much of Milton Hill, Pewsey Hill and Pewsey Down. The 

dating of these field systems is somewhat problematic given the surface scatters 

and sites, including a banjo enclosure (NMR AP SU 1958/6/261; taken 07/03/73) 

and the presence of LPRIA and Early Romano-British material associated with 
them (NMR SU 15 NE 16; SMR SU 15 NE 210), but it seems probable that at 
least some of the field systems date from the LBA/ LBA/EIA transition if not 

earlier. 

Aerial photographic evidence. Whilst a number of aerial photographs exist 

showing the circular enclosure, the black-earth site is not fully depicted in any 

exposure held by the National Monument Record. The best photograph of the 

unenclosed black patch (NMR SU 1985/1/15: taken 13/11/72) (Fig. 1.37) only 

shows the northernmost 60m of the site, an area of black soil approximately 84m 

wide. The photograph does, however, provide very good detail of the circular 
enclosure. The ditch, 6. Om at Its widest, encloses an area of approximately 1.8 
hectares with a diameter of 130m. Within the enclosure are three dark patches, 
the largest of which is visible to the observer on the ground and measures some 
48m by 20m; it may well be the remains of a dewpond (SU 19206 58531) as 
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there is a clear depression in the ground surface still surviving at that point. The 

soilmark 60m to the west of the possible dewpond is visible on the ground; from 

the aerial photograph, the feature measures 28m by 16m at its widest. The 

circular soilmark in the northern portion of the enclosure Is approximately 7. Om in 

diameter and may be a large pit or another dew-pond. Other dark patches are 

also apparent in the field but it is not possible to determine whether they are 

geological or archaeological features. 

Monument Survey. At no time over the three years of this study was it possible 
to undertake a comprehensive and detailed survey of this site. The northern, 
downslope, portion of the site is set aside as a Stone Curlew nesting plot. 
Although no Stone Curlews were observed using the plot, the use of other 

adjacent plots by nesting pairs meant it was inappropriate to visit the site 
between March and the end of September. The western perimeter of the field 

was sown with a songbird/gamebird seed mix every year with the result that this 

area would be covered in chest high vegetation for much of the winter and 

spring. The majority of the field was sown from winter wheat making it 

impossible to survey due to the height of the crop. As a result a series of 

observations and measurements were taken using a handheld GPS unit. 

The large dark area (SU 19206 58531) inside the circular soilmark Is situated In a 

shallow hollow on the eastern side of the enclosure. It is readily apparent to the 

observer of the ground: the soil consists of a dark silty matrix, rather lighter In 

texture to the greasy organic deposit associated with the "black patch" to the 

north and is contained within a marked depression in the surface of the hollow. 
From cursory examination the soil in the depression would appear to be the 

remains of a silty deposit that developed at the bottom of a dew-pond. 
Furthermore the density of finds from within the depression Is much less than 
that of the "black patch", in particular a total absence of butchered animal bone 

suggesting that the two contrasting areas of dark soil had different origins. That 
this feature is a dew-pond is further strengthened by its topographical location 
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within a hollow and its position inside an enclosure. It is not possible to 
determine the length of use of the dew-pond beyond noting that no other ceramic 
or other datable artefacts from another period were found in association with this 
feature. 

The "black patch" is bounded on its southern, uphill edge by a marked lynchet 

approximately 0.40m in height. The position and orientation of this lynchet, 

originally thought to be the edge of a field, appears from early Ordnance Survey 

map evidence to have formed the southern edge of the droveway running east 
from Fyfield Down to Liddington, Easton Royal. The expansion of the field to the 

south at some point in the 20th Century resulted in the truncation of the droveway 

and the cultivation of an area of former downland beneath which lay the "black 

patch". A lynchet from the Fyfield Down field system continues north-eastwards 

across the "black patch", apparently a continuation of the northernmost lynchet 

still extant on Fyfield Down. The lynchets located on the eastern side of Fyfield 

Down are part of the same field system oriented north-east to south-west and all 

appear to have truncated close to the fence boundary with the field containing 
the Milton Hill sites, it seems likely that other lynchets also continued north- 

eastwards but have been destroyed by centuries of arable agriculture on the 

southern portion of the hill. 

The rough ploughing of the Stone Curlew plot produced a very visible soilmark 
dark against the chalk subsoil, consisting of a rough arc 41 m In length and 

approximately 2. Om wide between SU 1 901 9 58734 and SUI 9038 586767. The 

arc is terminated at its northern end by the bank of the lynchet extending from 

Fyfield down suggesting that the soilmark is a continuation of the lynchet. The 

chronological relationship between the "black patch" and the Fyfield Down field 

system is not clear from present evidence but the location of the black-earth site 
on the apparent periphery of the field system may suggest some degree of 
contemporaneity. 

459 



Following the success of the Magnetic Susceptibility survey at the Hassocks site 
on Martinsell, it was decided to attempt a similar survey on the Milton Hill Clump 

site for comparative purposes. It was not possible to carry out the survey due to 

the nature of the field surface and vegetation; tall grasses and a rough ploughed 

surface on the stone curlew plot and a well advanced winter wheat crop on the 

rest of the field. These conditions would prevent an adequate enough contact 
between the topsoil and the field probe. 

Surface Collection. The surface collection, given the agricultural regime, was 

restricted to systematic line walking by the writer with recording of finds by GPS 

in the western portion of the field. The greater density of finds on the "black 

patch" may be as a result of less ploughing having taken place in the recent past 
than over the enclosure, but it probably also represents a genuine concentration 

of finds. 

The pottery recovered from the site was almost exclusively LBA/EIA in date; only 

three sherds from a total of 78 were from other periods, in this case Early 
Romano-British. Average sherd weight was 9.9 grams, a little above the average 
for this study, reflecting the presence of several large body sherds dragged up by 

the plough from primary contexts judging from the lack of abrasion on the edges 
of the sherds. No rims were recovered making vessel identification difficult but 

three bowls (including two furrowed bowls) and one situlate jar were present. 
Sand tempered fabrics very similar to Morris' Fabric Groups FT20-FT23 (Lawson 
2000,327) accounted for 79% of the pottery recovered. Flint and 
chalk/limestone tempered fabrics made up the remainder. Surface treatment and 
decoration was only present on eight sherds; five haematite coated sherds, one 
large body sherd with dot and incised geometric lines, one sherd with fingernail 
impressions and one with incised circles. Only one scatter of pottery was 
recorded within the enclosure at SU 19204 58512, close to the possible dew 

pond. Composed entirely of body sherds, the assemblage of 13 sherds was 
remarkably uniform; sandy fabrics and undecorated, but clearly from a number of 
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different vessels. This lack of decoration and the rather slack-sided nature of 
these sherds may indicate that these sherds are later in date than the pottery 
found on the "black patch" and implies a date towards the end of the LBA/EIA 

transition, possibly even into the Early Iron Age. 

Burnt flint is distributed across the field but, again, clearly concentrated in 

association with the two sites. The average weight for a piece of burnt flint was 
50 grams, relatively high for this study and reflecting the size of much of the burnt 

flint from this site. A scatter of crude flint flakes is also present on the field 

together with butchered bone, burnt sarsen, iron working slag and fragments of 
iron and copper alloy. Much of this material is concentrated on the "black patch" 

rather than the enclosure. 

Analysis The Milton Hill Clump site clearly dates from the LBA/EIA transition 

and perhaps touches on the Early Iron Age. The relationship between the "black 

patch", preserved for so long under grassland, and the circular enclosure is the 

main question. The ceramic assemblage from the enclosure shows no marked 
difference In fabrics to that recovered from the "black patch", but the complete 

lack of decorated sherds from the enclosure, albeit a small sample, and the 
forms present do indicate a likely difference in date for the two elements of the 

site. Whilst it is not possible with the current state of knowledge to determine 

conclusively whether the two sites are contemporary or successive, the limited 

concentration of decorated LBA/EIA sherds in the area of the "black patch" may 
indicate that this is the area of earliest activity on the site and the enclosure may 
well post-date the formation of the "black patch". 

The two sites clearly differ in a number of ways. The "black patch" appears, 
judging from the limited aerial photgraphic evidence, not to be enclosed. The 
density of finds is greater from the Milton Hill Clump "black patch" and the finds 

are found within a black, fine, humic matrix. In contrast, the subsurface features 

of the circular enclosure are more evident, perhaps reflecting a longer period 
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subject to the detrimental effects of arable husbandry, and finds are largely 

restricted to these features. These features include what may be a dew-pond 

perhaps indicating activities involving livestock took place in the enclosure. 

The "black patch" may represent the presence of open settlement, with possible 

site division similar to that found at Liddington Castle (Payne et a!.. 2006,114), 

where what appears to be a "black patch" is positioned on the western fringe of 
the site, whilst the roundhouses are located more centrally. If the Milton Hill 

Clump sites were, at least for a time, contemporary then the enclosure may 

represent a corral, a storage facility or a ritual site or, most likely, a combination 

of all three and other purposes as well. The lack of chronological precision in 

current LBA/E1A transition and Early Iron Age pottery typologies combined with 
the longevity of many of the fabrics employed by potters at this time prevents any 

close grained chronological analysis of intra-site changes. 

If the sites are successive, the "black patch" preceding the enclosure or vice 
versa, the causes of this change in settlement form are unclear. Both enclosed 
and unenclosed settlements dating from the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age 

transition have been identified (Cunliffe 2000,167-70), but the significance and 

meaning of enclosure ditches at this period is unclear with ambiguous evidence 
for the continuity of ditches once they have been dug. At Old Down Farm, 

Andover (Davies 1981) the enclosing ditch was dug at some point in the Late 

Bronze Age/Early Iron Age transition along the course of an earlier Late Bronze 

Age ditch, but by the time of the appearance of Meon Hill type pottery (Davies' 

Phase 4) in the Early Iron Age the enclosure ditch had partially filled up and 
formed a "great rounded depression" (ibid., 111). At Winnall Down, Winchester 

(Fasham, 1985), a ditch of V-profile was dug during what the excavator termed 

the Early Iron Age (defined by Fasham as incorporating both Early All Cannings 

and Meon Hill pottery traditions) enclosing an area of 0.4 hectares: the ditch was 
at its greatest dimensions on the western side of the enclosure in order to 

emphasise the entrance. The ditch was allowed to silt up naturally during the 
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Early Iron Age, although at some points on the western perimeter there was 

evidence of deliberate backfilling and Fasham suggests (ibid., 11) that 85% of 
the volume of the ditch was filled during that period. In the case of the Milton Hill 

Clump sites, and possibly also at the Liddington (Easton Royal) and Hassocks 

Black-earth sites, the digging of enclosure ditches appears to have taken place 
during the currency of All Cannings pottery forms in common with these other 

sites. The absence of any evidence for continuous occupation on these sites 

after the LBA/EIA transition frustrates any further comparison with sites outside 

the Vale. 

It is unclear, based on the limited evidence available, whether any putative 
transition from unenclosed to enclosed settlement that took place at Milton Hill 

Clump was immediately successive or whether there was a period of 

abandonment between the two phases. If the transition was uninterrupted, an 

argument can be made for a family group responding to external changes in Iron 

Age society and constructing an enclosure close to their original settlement, a 

place redolent with meanings and associations. If the circular enclosure was 

constructed after a period of abandonment, it may be that the presence of the 

"black patch", a dark organic mound full of old pottery, animal bones and other 

carefully selected artefacts, was the stimulus behind the resettlement of the 

location. 

Fyfleld Down Field System. A well preserved field system (NMR SU 15 NE 51) 

centred on SU 1896 5838 (Fig. 1.35) and covering some 7 hectares lies to the 
immediate south-west of the Milton Hill circular enclosure and black-earth 
deposit. It seems probable that the adjoining sites were used concurrently 
especially as earthwork evidence from the black-earth site indicates the field 

system respected the site. 
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Figure 1.38 The Milton Hill Banjo Enclosure 

Milton Hill Banjo Enclosure. Milton Hill was also the site of extensive LPRIA 

and Romano-British settlement as evidenced by a number of LPRIA pottery 
scatters (SMR SU 15 NE 210: SU 19495843) and the presence of characteristic 
sites such as the banjo enclosure located at SU 194 584 (NMR AP SU 
1958/6/261; taken 07/03/73)(Fig 1.38) to the south-east of Milton Hill Clump. 
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1.7 Block 6- Wootton Rivers and Easton 

Liddington LBA/EIA enclosure 
This site was identified as being of Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age transition 

date following a site visit occasioned by the presence of a substantial soilmark on 

aerial photographs. The site is located on the Milton Libourne-Easton Royal 

parish boundary in a field of 10.3 hectares. The location is a spur (Fig 1.40) 

jutting out of the northern slope of Salisbury Plain into the Vale, topographically 

similar to Fyfield Down with a deep periglacial coomb separating the spur from 

the scarp slope. As with the Fyfield spur, the Liddington spur provides access to 
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Figure 1.39 Block 6- Wootton Rivers and Easton 

Figure 1.40 A view of the Liddington, Easton Royal, site from the west. The enclosure 
encloses the highest point of the promontory. 



the top of Salisbury Plain, access now formalised as the byway from Milton 

Lilbourne to Easton Hill, Milton Hill Farm and Everleigh. The site is limited on its 

western and northern sides by steep scarp slopes, whilst a narrow defile, 

containing evidence of long established tracks, on the eastern edge separates 
Liddington from Easton Hill. The dip slope to the south drops gently away down 

to the dry valley on the eastern side of Easton Hill. The southern and central 

areas of the site lie on Upper Chalk, whilst the northern edge is formed of Middle 

Chalk. A modern reservoir located on the western edge of the field is supplied by 

a spring. 

Figure 1.41 Oblique view of the Liddington enclosure (NMR 422/18: Taken 13/11/1972) 

Aerial photographic evidence. A series of oblique aerial photographs of the 

site are stored at the NMR, Swindon (Figs. 1.41,1.42 & 1.43). The soilmarks 

show an enclosed site measuring 282m east to west and 195m north to south; 
the enclosure is truncated on its western side by a windbreak of beech trees and 

a disused chalk quarry and, to the north, the circuit is apparently overlain by the 

remains of a series of later lynchets. Originally the enclosure boundary would 
have measured some 900m in circumference and enclosed an area of 
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approximately 6 hectares. Within the enclosure are a series of soilmarks, one 

set located roughly at the centre and another situated in the south-east corner. 
At first, the central soilmarks appear to form another, smaller enclosure, the axis 

of which is oriented at 90°to the main enclosure. On closer examination, it is not 

certain whether this central feature constitutes an enclosure or not; it appears to 

consist of a large ditch or hollow-way on the western side and a large patch of 
black-earth on the east. The large patch of dark earth in the south-eastern 

corner of the enclosure may represent an entrance to the site based on the 

monument survey evidence. 

Figure 1.42. The Liddington enclosure viewed from the north-west. (NMR 15258/17: Taken 
19/04/1995) 

Vertical aerial photographic evidence of the site archived at the NMR and dating 

from 1946 onwards generally only show the main enclosure. One exposure 
(NMR CPE/UK 1821; Exp. 2136 & 7; Taken 04/11/46), however, recorded 
internal features (see Fig 5.6). The lynchets on the northern slope of the field do 

overlie the earlier circuit, the course of which is clearly visible. The north-western 
section of the circuit is sufficiently well defined to show that the large dark area at 
the western terminal of the lynchets is a separate feature, perhaps a large pit or 
"black patch". Similarly, features in the south-western corner of the enclosure 
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Figure 1.43 The Liddington enclosure: a transcription (NMR 422/18; NMR 15258/17 NMR 
CPE/UK 1821/ 2136 & 7) 

are more clearly defined with two linear features running roughly north from the 

main enclosure ditch to terminate in two smaller dark areas. Features located in 

the south-eastern corner of the site appear to consist of two square features 

adjoining the main ditch, each one associated with an arcing linear feature 

running into the interior of the enclosure. The linear feature that commences 

furthest east terminates in the approximate centre of the enclosure at a large 

black patch whilst the other linear arcs across the eastern portion of the 

enclosure to terminate in the north-eastern corner. It may be that both represent 

successive hollow-ways or ditches; the westernmost linear clearly forms the 

eastern side of the putative north-south oriented small enclosure noted from the 

oblique aerial photograph. From the vertical evidence, it would seem this may be 

the product of some 40 years of ploughing rather than a genuine feature. The 

darkness of the southern section of the main enclosure ditch which continues 

eastwards after the ditch has turned north suggests that the earthwork was 

extant at some point in the past, probably the Late Pre-Roman Iron Age or the 
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Early Romano-British period, and incorporated into the lynchet when it was 

constructed. 

Recent satellite imagery available on the Internet 

(http: //maps. live. com/#JmJiPTUxLIQwMDEyMiU5MzQzMTUIN2UtMS42MDkxMD 

U4MzMwMTEONSU3ZTUxLII4ODEwMzc2NjEyNTkIN2UtMS44NDc5MIQ4Mzl4M 

zgzMw: consulted 22/05/08) (Figs. 1.44,1.45 & 1.46) addresses some of these 

interpretational issues. Soil erosion due to arable cultivation has made the 

subsurface features far clearer. There is an in-turned entrance close to the 

south-eastern corner of the main enclosure circuit that was previously invisible 

and another possible entrance on the north-eastern perimeter. The central set of 

soilmarks are now 

. 

Figure 1.44 Current satellite Image of the Liddington enclosure. Note the number of pits 
within the enclosure 

: consulted 

clearly a linear feature running north-south with a polygonal enclosure located in 
its western side. The polygonal enclosure has a western entrance and possibly 
an entrance through the north-south linear feature to a possible second less well 
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defined enclosure to the east. A remarkable number of pits and subsurface 

features are apparent within the main enclosure including what may be a 

rectangular structure in the western portion of the enclosure and a number of 

subcircular features that may, depending on their size, be minor enclosures or 
hut circles. The density of pits within the polygonal central enclosure seems 

rather lower and the pits are generally located in the south-western corner of the 

enclosed area. A number of minor linear features are also apparent. A large 

Figure 1.45 Liddington enclosure. The central linear and polygonal enclosure. Note the 
spatial patterning of pits within the small enclosure 

black patch is located in the north-western corner of the site very close to the 

north-western corner of the enclosure. The remains of an apparent hollow-way 

with separate tracks leading to the eastern part of the field and the nearby extant 
footpath are located outside the main enclosure on the south-eastern field 

boundary. 
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Figure 1.46 Transcription of recent satellite Imagery 

Monument Survey. The monument survey (Fig. 1.47) was carried out 
immediately after the conclusion of the surface collection in order to utilise the 

site grid to facilitate the recording of surface features. These features were 
poorly defined and heavily abraded by several centuries of agriculture; the 
largest features were never more than 0.10m proud of the field surface and 
traditional surveying techniques would not have been appropriate. A Total 
Station survey employing "strings" of measurements was also not suitable given 
the size of the site and the relative lack of any "hard" detail. Subsequent to the 

survey, it has been found that the Ordnance Survey plan of the field is not 
accurate; even accounting for the sloping nature of the site, the northern fence- 

line is depicted at least 1 Om too far south. 
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Figure 1.47 Liddington enclosure: surface features 

The features were surveyed using a modified triangulation technique employing 
tapes to measure the position of a point relative to two corners of a 25m grid 

square. In this way a picture was gradually built and the surveying team did not 

stop "seeing the wood for the trees"! The features were drawn and annotated on 

a large plan on site facilitating the correction of any mistakes before the grid was 
removed and allowing a 10 hectare field to be surveyed in 8 hours. 

The results of the survey confirm the most recent aerial photographic evidence; It 

appears that the surface evidence represents a later phase of the site, probably 
the LPRIA/Romano-British phase. This suggests that most of the features visible 
on the aerial photographs placed no physical restriction on the later occupation of 
the site: either the enclosure ditch and associated features had already been 
levelled or, in the process of occupying the site, these features were flattened 
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sometime in the early 1St Millennium AD. The hollow-way apparent on the south- 
eastern boundary of the field is, though, probably contemporary with the 

surveyed features. 

The survey shows a series of gullies running north to south across the western 

portion of the site terminating in platforms located some way down the southern 

slope. The largest of these gullies, located on the western edge of the site 

measures 150m long and 23m wide at its widest point with a shallow V-section 

profile. 

The gully narrows sharply and curves around a projecting lobe some 35m from 

its southern terminal before widening to form a platform 50m deep by 65m wide. 
Two further gullies are located in the centre of the site, the western one being 

curved and measuring some 85m in length, averaging 1 0m in width, although 

widening considerably towards its southern terminal and having a shallow flat- 

bottomed profile. Its eastern counterpart has a similar profile, although rather 

unequal in its proportions; the gully is lobular with the widest part at its northern 

end and measuring 67m in length and 22m in average width. Both gullies 
terminate in a platform that has a series of slight depressions along its northern 

edge and is flanked on it eastern side by a shallow ridge. To the east of the 

shallow ridge is a further gully 90m in length and 15m wide associated with a 

small lobular rise 45m wide and 75m long: this feature appears to be associated 

with the soilmark located on the south-eastern corner of the enclosure and may 

represent an entrance to the enclosure. 

To the north and east of the central area of the site, a series of lynchets are 
situated running north-south. The best preserved of these is 50m long with a 
bank top 1.5m wide and slopes on either side. The other lynchets are only 
identifiable by the break in slope on their downhill side. The orientation of the 
lynchets is at right-angle to the course of the large lynchet that overlies the 
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northern section of the enclosure circuit and this suggests that the lynchets are 
the same date as the much larger lynchets running up the crest of the scarp 
slope from Easton and form a field system overlying the north and east of the 

site. 

Surface Collection. Following the identification of the site as potentially Late 

Bronze Age/Early Iron Age in date, it was decided to carry out a systematic 

surface collection in order to gain some spatial and temporal data. At the time, 

November 2006, the site was in "set-aside", unploughed following the previous 
harvest and assurances were given by the farmer that the field would be 

ploughed for spring wheat. Unfortunately, the terms of the set-aside agreement 

were such that the field could not be ploughed until the end of February 2007, 

requiring the crop to be drilled almost immediately. Reluctantly, therefore, the 
decision was taken to carry out the surface collection on a field still covered in 

stubble and weeds. Plenty of artefacts were present on the surface but the lack 

of visibility occasioned by the weed growth and the weathering and breakdown of 
less durable ceramics would distort the survey's results. It was not possible to 
fieldwalk the entire field; a substantial grass headland was maintained on the 

crest of the scarp slope for game birds and all four sides of the ploughed section 

were bounded by wide grassy bunds. 

Methodology. The ploughed section of the field was divided up using a 25 

square metre grid oriented on Ordnance Survey Grid North. This grid was 
established using two known points on the OS plan, a sighting compass, Total 
Station and tapes. The collection method used was line-walking; walkers would 
progress through the centre of a square/collection unit picking up artefacts within 
1.5m either side. Each collection unit was allotted a bag and walkers were given 
a fixed time in which to complete the square. 

The walkers were students from the Part-time Certificate In Archaeology course 
at University of Bristol; whilst some had a limited amount of fieldwalking 
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experience, most had not done any before. The students were briefed on and 

shown what to collect and the writer accompanied each student over one square 

in order to assist their learning. It is inevitable that inexperience and uncertainty 

led to artefacts being missed but the walkers were instructed to "If in doubt, pick 

it up". Any possible biases were reduced to a minimum by swapping walkers 

around on the grid after every two squares. Students then took the finds home 

and washed them; the finds were processed and recorded at the next teaching 

day. Unfortunately the withdrawal of one student resulted in a number of 

squares being left unrecorded despite having been walked and this has affected 

the results to a degree. 

Results The results of the surface collection (Fig. 1.48) will be divided into 

artef act type 
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Figure 1.48. Fieldwalking results superimposed on aerial photographic transcription. The squares 
indicate significant clusters of LBA/EIA pot and the grey shading shows the distribution of 
LBA/EIA pottery across the site. The association between the enclosure and the extent of 

LBA/EIA pottery is clearly evident 

Pottery: In total 734 sherds were recovered from the site; Late Bronze Age/Early 
Iron Age pottery accounted for 169 sherds (23%) and Late Iron Age and 
Romano-British sherds 565 (77%). This density of ceramic finds indicates the 
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site may was occupied both in the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age and the early 

centuries of the 1 st millennium AD. 

The Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age pottery largely consisted of body sherds 
(158 sherds or 93% of the LBA/EIA assemblage), many of which were heavily 

abraded. Only three body sherds could be attributed; two originated from 

furrowed bowls and one from a plain bowl. In total nine rim sherds were 

collected and the fresh breaks on several of them suggested they had been 

dragged to the surface from primary contexts only within the previous year or so. 
The vessels represented by the rim sherds comprised one bowl; four situlate jars 

with rim radii of 24 to 28 cm very similar to Morris' Jar Type 51 (Lawson 2000, 

151) and strongly associated with the All Cannings pottery tradition; a haematite 

coated bowl or cup with a rim diameter of 12 cm; a Bowl Type 2 long necked 

carinated bowl with haematite coating (ibid., 150); a furrowed bowl and a further 

haematite coated bowl. Several of the rim sherds were too small to accurately 

measure their radii. 

Sandy fabrics comparable with Morris' Micaeous and Glauconitic Sand fabric 

groups (ibid., 143,145) dominated the assemblage, accounting for 69% of all 
sherds recovered. In contrast to the Potterne assemblage (ibid., Table 19,140), 

micaeous sandy fabrics occurred far more frequently constituting 50% of the 

sandy fabric group. The remainder of the fabrics identified were sand and flint- 

gritted (12.4%); coarse flint-gritted (2.9%); sand with calcareous tempering 
(7.7%); sand, flint and calcareous tempered (6.9%) and organic tempered 
(1.2%). All of these fabric groups were also recovered from Potterne (ibid. 142-9, 
327-30) and Reading University's excavations on Salisbury Plain (Fulford et al.. 
2006,107-110). The only possible exception was the inclusion of chalk into 

some of the calcareous tempered fabrics; initially the sherds appeared almost 
medieval, "corky" and full of voids. When compared to locally collected medieval 
sherds, however, the voids were smaller and less frequent and the fabric 
appeared to be an admixture of chalk and limestone. The recovery of a 
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haematite coated sherd in this fabric confirmed its LBA/EIA origins. Very few of 
the sherds recovered were decorated; three body sherds were decorated with a 

row of thumbnail impressions and 26 sherds (15.4% of the total LBA/EIA 

assemblage) were haematite coated. Other surface treatments were hand-wiping 

with grass (two sherds); burnishing (two sherds, both rims of bowls) and one 

slipped sherd. 

Burnt flint A total of 394 pieces of burnt flint were collected. In general the 
distribution of burnt flint is fairly generalised but higher densities of burnt flint 

occur in the centre of the site, strongly associated with the soilmark evidence of 
internal features. It is not possible to extrapolate any dating evidence from the 

association of burnt flint with concentrations of pottery; it is equally associated 

with LPRIA/Early Romano-British sherd clusters as Late Bronze Age/Early Iron 

Age. The presence of flint tempered pottery in both periods represented by the 

ceramic archive suggests that, at least in part, flint was burnt for the purposes of 
inclusion in pottery. 

Slag: Small quantities of slag were recovered from the site; 29 pieces in total. 

One piece recovered from square F200 weighed 631 g and was a very large 

fragment of bloomery slag. The average weight of the slag collected was 32.9g, 

somewhat greater than the average for most other sites investigated during this 

survey, and indicative, perhaps, of metalworking activity on the site at some 

point. The concentration of slag in the central western area of the grid does 

seem to support this interpretation, although it is possible that it represents a 
dump of material from elsewhere introduced to the field as a fertiliser. 

Stone: Several hammerstones and fragments of quern were recovered from the 

site along with a range of other non-local stone, sarsen and burnt sarsen. The 

quantity of granite road metalling and other "foreign", modern forms of lithic 

contamination that were discarded from the archive suggest that any conclusions 
drawn from the distribution of stone finds must be very tentative. As usual, a 
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number of smooth river pebbles were recovered from the site, almost certainly 

slingstones. 

Post ploughing rapid survey. The field was walked by the writer once it had been 

ploughed. Despite some rain in the preceding ten days, the field surface still had 

the appearance of being freshly ploughed and finds visibility was not optimal. A 

series of small "black patches" and artefact scatters were identified: 

The north-western "black patch" The grass bund in the north-western corner of 
the field covered what appeared from the aerial photographic evidence to be a 

significant feature comprising a roughly circular area of very black soil. Once the 
field had been ploughed for spring wheat and the grass bund somewhat reduced, 
the area was walked by the writer. The area of dark soil (SU 20047 59483) had 

a diameter of approximately 30m and produced a ceramic assemblage almost 

exclusively composed of pottery dating from the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age. 
A total of 35 sherds weighing 480g, an unusually high average of 13g per sherd, 

were recovered. All were body sherds, largely of jars, but a sherd from a 
haematite-coated furrowed bowl and one from an undecorated carinated bowl In 

a very coarse flint tempered fabric were identified. The pottery was found 

alongside burnt flint, burnt stone, five flint tools and five fragments of butchered 

bone. This concentration of finds strongly indicates an LBA/EIA date for this 
feature. 

SU20108 59365. A total of 38 LBA/EIA sherds, weighing 425g, were recovered 
from a scatter at this location; the higher than average sherd weight, slightly over 
11 g, is indicative of the scatter being dragged to the surface from some form of 
feature. The assemblage was very largely composed of plain body sherds in the 
typical sandy fabric, but three rim sherds were recovered; three were from highly 
burnished haematite-coated bowls and one from an undecorated bowl In a sandy 
fabric. All the rim sherds were too fragmentary to assess their respective vessel 
diameters. Including the burnished rims, seven sherds were decorated or 
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showed surface treatment. Haematite-coated body sherds were present: a 
highly burnished sherd from a bowl; a body sherd with parallel lines apparently 

combed onto the surface, judging by the remarkably parallel fluctuations in the 
lines and the flattening of each ridge; and a small fragment of sandy haematite- 

coated ware. One sherd showed thumbnail decoration and another had a 

surface wiped with grass or other organic material. 

This surface scatter seems to indicate a western extension of the large scatter of 

artefacts located in a 50m radius around SU 20135 59373. This area of the field 

produces relatively large quantities of both LBA/EIA and LPRIA/Romano-British 

material on a consistent basis. What this density indicates is unclear; it may be 

the effect of a succession of occupation or, possibly, the deliberate mixing of 

earlier material Into early 1 st Millennium AD cultural residue although it is more 
likely that it is the former. 

Further scatters were identified to the north of this concentration at SU 20106 
59428 (LBA/EIA pottery, burnt flint and animal bones); SU 20155 59421 (a large 

"black patch" with both LBA/EIA and Romano-British material present) and a 

scatter of LBA/EIA and Romano-British pottery in a "black patch" at SU 20150 
59404. Further LBA/EIA pottery was located at SU 20055 59334, an area 
previously outside the surface collection grid. Elsewhere, surface scatters 
evident after ploughing were restricted to scatters of burnt flint and sarsen at SU 

20161 59331, SU 20287 59439 and SU 20235 59433. 

Analysis. The results of the fieldwork carried out at Liddington, Easton Royal, 
indicate two main phases of activity on the site: Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age 

and Late Pre-Roman Iron Age and Romano-British. The spatial distribution of 
the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age ceramics indicates a concentration of sherds 
in the western portion of the fieldwalking grid, a concentration also common to 
the later ceramic assemblage. These find scatters are largely associated with 
the areas of ground situated between the gullies identified by the monument 
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survey, suggesting that the gullies are intrusive into an existing field surface rich 

with finds. The main concentration of finds is bounded on the east by the north- 

south running soilmark which forms the eastern edge of the central "enclosure" 

and is associated with higher than average scatters of Romano-British material. 
A scatter of LBA/EIA pottery is associated with the best preserved field lynchet, 

but the presence of an underlying enclosure ditch in this location may be the 

cause of the scatter. The feature at SU 20047 59483 which, apparently, dates 

from the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age transition strongly indicates substantial 

activity dating from that period along the crest of the ridge and associated with 
the highest point of the hill. 

The relative lack of diagnostic sherds in the LBA/EIA pottery assemblage 
frustrates any attempt to tightly date activity on the site with any precision. The 

presence of a number of very highly burnished bowl rims suggests the site was 

active in the earlier phases of the currency of All Cannings Cross type wares. 
Cunliffe (2000,162-3) notes that over time the All Cannings wares changed over 
time with jars becoming less highly decorated and greater frequency of 
haematite-coated bowls. The assemblage from the Liddington black-earth site 

suggests that the site occupied for much of the All Cannings period although an 

absence of any identifiable pottery from the succeeding All Cannings-Meon Hill 

pottery tradition makes it difficult to propose the site was occupied in the Early 

Iron Age on current evidence. 

If the site was occupied at the floreat of the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age 

transition, the presence of an enclosure requires explanation. A number of sites 
have been shown to be enclosed in this period, Old Down Farm (Davies 1981) 

being one. Like Balksbury (Wainwright & Davies 1995), an earlier Late Bronze 
Age ditched enclosure formed the focus for Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age 

activity including a large roundhouse, although in the case of Old Down Farm the 
LBA ditch was enlarged and enhanced. Interestingly, by Phase 4, the period on 
the site associated with All Cannings-Meon Hill wares dating from the Early Iron 
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Age, the ditch was filled in, partly by silting and partly by backfilling. Cunliffe 

(2000,169) characterizes enclosure of settlements as taking place from the 5th 

century BC onwards (his cp 3 and concomitant with the Early Iron Age), although 
he may be wrong to include Old Down Farm in this group. The enclosure ditch at 
Liddington, therefore, poses some interpretational issues: the absence of 
identifiable Early or Middle Iron Age pottery, as found at the All Cannings Cross 

site (Cunnington 1923) and the apparent superimposition of a substantial field 

system and associated settlement over the enclosure at some point in the Late 

Iron Age or Early Roman period means that either the enclosure pre-dated the 
LBA/EIA activity or that at some point during the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age 

transition an enclosure was constructed, either as a single entity or, perhaps, as 

an initial smaller enclosure on the western portion of the site and then extended 

eastwards. Enclosure ditches were dug at Winnall Down (Fasham 1985) and at 
Gussage All Saints (Wainwright 1979): in the case of Winnall Down, the ditch 

was dug and allowed to fill during the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age transition 

and, like Old Down Farm, Andover, was effectively abandoned by the beginning 

of the Middle Iron Age. At Gussage All Saints a shallow V-profile ditch was dug 

during the Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age transition with a main entrance to the 

east and at least four gap entrances around the circuit. This ditch was replaced 
by a far more substantial circuit in the Middle Iron Age, in contrast to Winnall 

Down and Old Down Farm. 

Easton Clump LBA/EIA site. This section is largely dependent on data derived 

from the NMR and SMR. Time constraints and agricultural regimes made it 

impossible to study Wootton Rivers and Burbage at all whilst the principal 
landowners in Easton Royal and Collingbourne Kingston refused the writer 

access to their land citing the Countryside Stewardship Scheme in support of 
their positions This is an unfortunate situation as the area around Easton Hill has 

a concentration of sites apparently dating from the LBA/EIA transition which 
would have rewarded closer inspection. All site observations were made from 

public rights of way using binoculars and telephoto camera lenses. 
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Figure 1.49 Easton Hill and environs (Wilts Decennial Series No 227044: Taken 05/10/71) 

Centred on SU 2121 5938 (Fig 1.49) this site was initially considered to be 

enclosed by a heart-shaped ditch and bank (NMR SU 25 NW 24). A field 

investigator's report of 1972 confirmed that the site was not enclosed and, 
indeed, aerial photographic evidence (NMR Keiller 189 SU2159/1; 04/07/24 & 

NMR 4837/68; 07/07/93) demonstrate this is the case. Rather there is a complex 
series of linears and field systems situated on the flanks and top of Easton Hill 

probably dating from all phases of the late prehistoric period. The ditches in 

question probably did serve as an attention-focusing device as they flank what 
appears to be an original north-facing entrance. 

482 



Owen Meyrick recovered considerable quantities of LBA/EIA pottery and animal 
bone from the site (SMR SU 25 NW 201), perhaps intimating the presence of 

another LBA/EIA black-earth site. The location and situation of the site is in 

keeping with those of the Milton Lilbourne black-earth sites, being located on a 

spur of unusual visibility and aspect and being close to long established 

routeways. Easton Hill is a 2.5km long ridge with a gradual southern slope 

commencing at 195m OD and climbing to a maximum height of 240m OD only 

some 130m before the steep northern scarp slope commences. The hill is 

flanked by steep slopes leading down to dry valleys to the east and west. These 

dry valleys appear to have been used as routeways, on the west, to Milton 

Lilbourne, Clench Common and Martinsell and, on the east, to Easton Royal, 

Ram Alley and Savernake for some considerable time. The steep sides of 
Easton Hill feature linear ditches situated just below the crest of the hill which run 
for almost the entire length of the hill. 

On top of the flattish summit of the hill are a series of field systems especially 

pronounced in their appearance on the highest part of the hill due south of 
Easton Clump. The sides of the hill also seem to have been cultivated with a 

series of small lynchets still apparent on the western slopes and aerial 

photographic evidence of a co-axial field system possibly overlain with lynchets 

at SU 2126 5796 (centre) on the eastern side of the hill. Meyrick recovered what 
he described in 1950 as LBA sherds (probably LBA/EIA sherds) from this 

location (NMR SU 25 NW 4). Opposite this field system, recent ploughing has 

exposed the eroded lynchets of a field system on the western slopes of Crow 

Down below Godsbury. 

Easton Hill (West). Further probable LBA/EIA sherds were recovered by 
Meyrick on the western slope of Easton Hill (Fig 2.19). One findspot was located 

on the crest of the western slope close to the course of the linear running along 
the edge of the summit at SU 2080 5800 (NMR SU 25 NW 6). The other more 
substantial find was a scatter of 22 late prehistoric sherds from what Meyrick 
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described as a settlement at the base of the western slope of Easton Hill (Cent. 
Point SU 206 583) (NMR: SU 25 NW 48: SMR SU 25 NW 209). Described as 
MBA and LBA sherds (Swanton 1987,11) these fit more easily into the latest 

LBA phases and LBA/EIA. The sherds originated from a site lying at the base of 

a re-entrant cutting into Easton Hill and adjacent to the valley bottom byway 

heading towards Milton Lilbourne. The site takes the form of a mound or raised 
tell-like feature some 250m in length and approximately 40-50m high. The 

western side of the mound has been truncated by centuries of traffic running 

along its length forming a gully and the mound stands between 1m and 2m 

higher than the surrounding ground level. The soil visible in molehills and rabbit 
burrows is very dark. Meyrick also recovered 44 Romano-British sherds from 

this location suggesting that if an LBA/EIA site was present, it is probably 

overlain by a substantial later site. 
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Appendix 2 

Linears and Field Systems in the Vale of Pewsey: Morphology and Location 

2.1 Easton Hill, Burbage Down and Crow Down 

The data for this group is compiled from NMR reports, aerial photographic 

evidence and observations from public rights of way as the principal landowners 

refused to grant access to their land. 
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Figure 2.1 Linears on and around Easton Hill (Wilts Decennial Series No 227044: Taken 
05110171) 
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The northern end of Easton Hill is dominated by the "heart-shaped enclosure" of 
Easton Clump (NMR SU 25 NW 24). Although it has been shown on subsequent 
inspection that the two earthworks do not form an enclosure, their arrangement is 

unusual. From aerial photographic evidence (NMR 4837/68: Date 7/7/93), the 

earthworks are laid out in opposing arcs to form a possible "entrance" from the 

north-east. When first constructed the bank and ditch must have been very 

obvious to observers situated on the lower ground towards Burbage, making it 

possible that the earthworks were laid out as attention focussing devices for 

whatever activity was taking place on or around the summit of Easton Hill. The 

discovery of notable quantities of EIA material by Owen Meyrick (SMR SU 25 

NW 201) from within the area enclosed by the earthworks provides a possible 
indication of the date of their construction and use. Contrary to the comments of 

the Ordnance Survey field investigator at the time, it seems more likely that the 

earthworks are associated with activities on top of Easton Hill rather than a field 

system on the north-western scarp slope (NMR SU 25 NW24) which appears to 

consist of a series of lynchets probably created in the LPRIA or Romano-British 

periods. 

Easton 1 Aerial photographic evidence shows the top of Easton Hill (Fig 2.1) to 

be the location of a number of earthworks including several linears. The north- 

western slope has what appears to be the remnants of a field system lying below 

a sinuous linear that runs north-south along the western edge of the hilltop. This 

linear has the appearance of a hollow-way and, indeed, it does appear to branch 

into several smaller trackways providing access to other parts of the hilltop. On 

the eastern edge of the hilltop, a substantial scarped lynchet still marks the limit 

of the field system situated to the south of Easton Clump. Aerial photographic 

evidence show field boundaries meeting this lynchet at right angles from the 

west. Located downslope of the southern terminal of this lynchet, a rectilinear 
field system (Cent SU 21259 57959) is apparently overlain by a series of smaller, 
possibly medieval lynchets . 
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Easton 2A relatively short, c. 365m, linear running east to west across the 

narrowest section of Easton Hill's summit ridge (Fig. 2.1). The orientation of this 

linear is at right angles to the majority of the earthworks on the hill and perhaps 

indicates a role either as a hollow-way or a composite linear. 
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Figure 2.2 The Easton 3 linears located on the western side of Easton Hill 

Easton 3A series of sinuous linears are visible from adjoining tracks running 

along the western slope of Easton Hill (Fig. 2.2), above the possible EIA 

settlement located at SU 206 583. Tracing its path from aerial photographs (Fig 

2.1), the earthwork is composed of a ditch and bank, and runs from the south- 

western corner of the hilltop field system to terminate close to the southern foot 

of the Easton Hill ridge. Below it, a series of narrow lynchets are probably an 

LPRIA or Roman-British field system associated with the later phase of the 

settlement. 

487 



Easton 4 To the east, a large lynchet runs along the western slope of Burbage 

Down (Fig 2.1) and still forms the western parish boundary of Burbage. 

Fossilised in its course is the corner of a field system located to the north-west of 

Godsbury (Fig. 2.3). Field boundaries run more-or-less west from this lynchet 

downhill to the valley bottom although one anomalous small linear strikes out on 

a north-western course to cut through the Easton 1,1 B-c barrow group (NMR SU 

25 NW 9; NW 35; NW 53). Recent ploughing on the western slope of Crow 

Down has produced clear evidence for the continuation of this field system. This 

lynchet, running in a southerly direction along the break in contour between the 

slope and the hilltop, is so deep that it can only have been created by excavation 

rather than soil erosion and, as a monument, bears strong similarities with 

examples at Draycott Hill and Golden Ball Hill. Generally these lynchets form the 

downslope edges of field systems although it is not clear from the AP evidence 

whether this is such an earthwork. 
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Everleigh 1A linear, forming the boundary between the parishes of Milton 

Lilbourne and Everleigh, turns to the north-east at Old Hat Barrow (SU 2026 

5685) (Fig 2.1). The linear, still preserved as a bank beneath a hedge-line, runs 
down the western slope of Milton Hill following the course of a small coombe for 

some 420m until it disappears into the slope. The course of the parish boundary 

suggests the linear ran for another 200m to meet the by-way to the west of 

Easton Hill opposite the cropmark of a possible hollow-way climbing the southern 

slope of Easton Hill. This linear is the northernmost part of a complex series of 

earthworks and field systems located on Weather Hill (McOmish et al. 2002,33 & 

37), Everleigh Hog Down and Cow Down, and Gore Down and Summer Down in 

Collingbourne Kingston. This late prehistoric landscape is largely unrecorded on 

the aerial photographic archive but it is clearly visible from the ground. Standing 

at the eastern edge of the Weather Hill complex (cent SU 2075 5270) field 

systems are visible to the north and south-east for a kilometre and more. The 

Old Hat Barrow linear would appear to fossilise the edge of a field system in its 

course. 

Everleigh 2. This short linear (Fig. 2.1) is not visible on the ground due to 

vegetation and its depiction of Ordnance Survey maps is the limit of the data 

available. 

The majority of the linears on and around Easton Hill run with the grain of the 

topography. Indeed many seem to follow the contours fairly closely, a trait seen 
in other parts of the study area. The Old Hat Barrow linear seems somewhat 
intrusive into this pattern perhaps because it appears to be part of a system 

originating from the north-eastern corner of the Salisbury Plain plateau or 

possibly because it is not contemporary with the majority of the Easton Hill 

linears and field systems. 
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2.2 Milton Hill, Fyfield Down and Milton Lilbourne 
Milton Lilbourne I Little evidence of large spinal linears survives on or around 

the parish of Milton Lilbourne suggesting a probable absence of these 

monuments from this area. It is possible that the large and much degraded 

lynchet running from the foot of Milton Hill at SU 1855 5880 (Fig 2.4) for some 
500m at a bearing of 333°/153° could, by the assumed nature of its original size, 
be construed as a linear feature in its own right. Its location and orientation, 

though, seem to suggest otherwise and indicate that it is part of the large co-axial 
field system network still partially preserved in the field boundaries of Lawn Farm, 

Milton Lilbourne (Fig 2.4). The co-axial field systems cover an area of some 600 

hectares on the Vale floor north of the Salisbury Plain scarp slope and are a 

remarkable, and possibly unique in the Vale, survival. 
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The largest field system, occupying the central and eastern portions of the area, 
is orientated on an axis of 344°/164°to take into account the presence of two 

parallel streams running east to west. The large lynchet, with its slightly different 

orientation, runs parallel to the current Milton Lilbourne/Pewsey parish boundary 

and clearly diverges from the main field system. An examination of tithing 

boundaries (Chandler 2000,36) shows the current western boundary of Milton 

Lilbourne previously constituted the western boundary of Fyfield with the edge of 
the main Milton Lilbourne field system forming the parish boundary between the 

two land-holdings. Consequently the divergent course of the poorly preserved 
linear possibly represents the presence of a second, smaller, peripheral field 

system to the west of Milton Lilbourne perhaps associated with the scatters of 
EIA material found east of Southcott Field Barn and in the area of Fyfield Field 

Barn. 

On top of the Salisbury Plain scarp, aerial photographic evidence shows the 

presence of field systems covering large areas of Milton Hill and Fyfield Down 

(Fig 2.4). Commencing on the western fringes of Easton Hill a series of co-axial 
field systems run in a south-westerly direction across the more gentle slopes of 
Milton Hill until they merge with other field systems on Pewsey Hill. Not all these 

systems are apparent from aerial photographs but the relict lynchets still survive 

and are clearly visible to the observer on foot. The steeper edges and re-entrant 

valleys surrounding Milton Hill are largely covered in small "strip" lynchets; for 

example the dry valley situated to the north of Milton Hill Farm (cent. SU 200 

582) is fringed by a series of substantial lynchets which may date from the Late 

Iron Age given the discovery of Iron Age "C" sherds by Owen Meyrick (NMR SU 

25 NW 37: SMR SU 15 NE 204) in close association at SU 1995 5819 and the 

adjacent banjo enclosure some 400m to the north-west. A well preserved field 

system exists on Fyfield Down just west of the Milton Hill black-earth site and 
circular enclosure (SU 15 NE 51). The relationship between this field system and 
the adjacent EIA site is hard to reconcile. A lynchet extends east of the extant 
field system and runs through the area of the unenclosed black-earth site but it is 
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not clear whether the lynchet predates, is contemporary with or post-dates the 

accumulation of the black-earth deposit: only excavation would be able to 
determine this. The Fyfield Down field system appears to be bounded on the 

north-west by a trackway leading up the spur from the current site of Fyfield Field 
Barn and by the circular enclosure to the south-east. A small ditch separating 
the field system from Giant's Grave long barrow seems to be its south-western 
limit. Whether the Fyfield Down field system continues south and east as part of 

the field system located to the south of Milton Clump (NMR SU 15 NE 12) or 

whether it is a separate entity is, currently, impossible to say. The presence of 

significant scatters of LPRIA artefacts and Romano-British building material does 

complicate matters considerably and raises the possibility that this field system 

was, at the very least, reused and extended, if not built, at a much later date than 

the adjacent black-earth site. 

2.3 Pewsey Hill, Southcott and Denny Sutton Hipend 
Pewsey Hill. The absence of large linears is again evident in this location. The 

field systems on Milton Hill continue west onto Pewsey Hill as part of a network 

of co-axial systems stretching for some Tkm along the northern edge of Salisbury 

Plain at this point. The relationship between the field systems on Pewsey Hill, 

the EIA enclosure east of Pewsey Hill Farm (Thompson 1971) (SMR SU 15 NE 

209) and the "Spectacles" conjoined enclosure is not clear although perhaps the 

location of a field system between the two sets of enclosures and the similarity of 
the enclosures is indicative of contemporaneity. These enclosures appear to be 

related to the extensive dry valley system located to the east in Manningford 

parish and their associated linear ditches. 

Black Patch. Aerial photographic evidence of field systems around Black Patch, 

at the foot of Denny Sutton Hipend is Inconclusive. Whilst soilmarks clearly exist 
in the vicinity of the black-earth site, the distinction between natural phenomena 
and archaeological features is unclear. The parish boundary between Pewsey 
and Manningford may preserve the edge of a late prehistoric field system in its 
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course some 300m west of the Black Patch site; all other traces have been 

erased and replaced with a Parliamentary Enclosure type field pattern. The 

slopes of Denny Sutton Hipend and Pewsey Hill are crowded with substantial 

strip lynchets, probably Medieval in date. Given the evidence from elsewhere in 

the Vale (Whittington & Wood 1960), it is entirely possible that earlier, late 

prehistoric field systems or strip lynchets underlie their more massive later 

counterparts. 

2.4 Manningford Bruce and Manningford Bohune Downs. 

These linears (Fig 2.5) seem to form part of a larger network of ditches and 
banks focused on Upavon Hill. Difficult to see on the ground due to extensive 

ploughing and growth of scrub, these observations are the result of Interpolation 

of data from Ordnance Survey maps and a site visit. 
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Figure 2.5 Manningford linears (Data derived from Ordnance Survey) 

493 



Manningford 1. This short linear (Fig. 2.5) running north across the spur of 

Bruce Down from SU 16462 55718 to SU 16487 55900 is not at all visible on the 

ground but from map evidence appears similar in plan to the Huish 1 ditch and 

bank and occupies a similar position. The sharp turn of the linear down the slope 

is particularly reminiscent of the Gopher Wood linears and it may be that the 

linear had a similar meaning and function. 

Manningford 2. The Bohune Down linear (Fig. 2.5) running from SU 15950 

56478 to SU 16294 55845 climbs the northern eastern spur of Upavon Hill before 

following the 165m OD contour south-east before dropping straight down another 

spur shortly after the junction with a second linear coming in from the flat top of 

Upavon Hill to the south-west. The Bohune Down linear is cut by a large 

Nineteenth Century dewpond at SU 15973 55943, perhaps built on the site of an 

earlier pond. The linear, in essence, joins or runs between two substantial dry 

valleys which afford access to the south-western slopes of Pewsey Hill and 

Milton Hill. Significantly, the enclosure east of Pewsey Hill Farm (Thompson 

1971) and the Spectacles conjoined enclosures are located very close to the 

terminals of these dry valleys. Indeed the Spectacles appear to be situated to 

maximise access to both coombs. The impression given is that the linear was 
designed to facilitate the herding of animals off Upavon Down and surrounding 

areas, funnelling them down into the dry valleys on either side of Pewsey Down 

or down into the Vale towards Black Patch. The shorter linear situated on Bruce 

Down has the same orientation as of the ditch and bank running In from Upavon 

Hill and this, combined with the presence of another "improved" dewpond lying at 
the foot of the easternmost dry valley seems to suggest the location has been 

used for the herding of animals over a long period. 

The slopes of Bohune and Bruce Downs appear never to have been cultivated 
and feature a number of small terraces and earthworks. Extensive patches of 
nettles are present and whilst some are located on natural features such as the 

small valleys between gelifluction lobes, some seem to follow ditch or enclosure 
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lines. The majority of the slight earthwork evidence is restricted to the gelifluction 
lobes and is, perhaps, associated with a series of finds made by Owen Meyrick 
(Swanton 1987). 

2.5 Martinsell Hill and Giant's Grave Spur End Settlement 

Martinsell Hill as a whole will be discussed at length in Chapter 6; consequently 
brief descriptions of the various linear and field elements follow. 
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Figure 2.6 Martinsell Hill: Iinears and field systems (Data derived from Ordnance Survey, 
NMR 116/88, NMR 116/102) 

Pewsey 1. This large ditch and bank (Fig. 2.6) runs eastwards from the edge of 
a steep coomb at SU 16909 64052 for a distance of some 1300m to terminate at 
the north-east corner of Martinseil hillfort at SU 17384 64155. The linear follows 
the break in contour between the convex hilltop and the northern slope at an 
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elevation between 265m and 270m OD. The linear appears to have been 

composed of a bank on the uphill or southern side with a ditch below, although in 

many places the bank is now no more than a scarp slope. An original gap 
through the linear may exist just west of the hillfort at SU 17396 64165 where a 
long established path from Clench Common approaches the hilltop. From its 

location and morphology, Pewsey 1 should probably be considered a cross-dyke, 

albeit one built on a very large scale. 

Wilcot 1. This linear "separates" the Giant's Grave Spur from the main mass of 
Martinsell Hill (Fig 2.6). Its terminal on the southern slope of the spur Is located 

at SU 16997 63321, above what appears to be an almost horizontal path or 
trackway running around part of the southern slope of Martinsell (see below). 

The eastern terminal is shown on OS maps at SU 16878 63404, the course of 
the linear crossing over the spine of the spur and then curving down its north- 

western slope. The terminal depicted by the OS is not correct; the linear 

continues as a notch or ledge in the slope running down towards the lower 

ground of the Vale at a constant gradient. Soil creep on the very steep north- 

western slopes of Giant's Grave has obliterated the line of the linear at points 

and this becomes particularly problematic further down the slope. The linear 

appears to combine some of the elements of a cross-dyke with those of a 
transverse track or hollow-way; a composite earthwork. It is possible that the 

cross-dyke was reused as a routeway by people long after its original purpose or 
meaning had been forgotten. 

Wilcot 2. The cross-dyke defining the spur-end enclosure has been discussed 

at length in Chapter 6. Its positioning and morphology (Fig 2.6) indicate that the 

monument can be considered a cross-dyke sensu stricto. The course of the 

cross-dyke may well incorporate an original entrance and the ditch appears 
never to have been completed beyond a rough, gang-dug stage. It is not clear 
whether the cross-dyke was intended to prevent access to the spur and 
Martinsell beyond by ascending the relatively more gentle WSW slope up from 
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the modern hamlet of Oare or to define the settlement located at the tip of the 

ridge. 

Martinsell North Slope Field System, The course of the westernmost section 
of the Pewsey 1 cross-dyke is paralleled by a substantial lynchet still forming a 
field boundary from SU 16879 64138 to SU 17058 64287 (Fig 2.6), a distance of 

some 300m. This lynchet forms the southern boundary to a large field of some 
20 hectares containing a series of relict lynchets indicating the former presence 

of a substantial field system. This field system seems to cross the long 

established track bordering the field to the east and continue into the adjoining 
field towards Withy Copse. This system may be a remnant of a much more 

extensive network of fields covering the north slope of Martinsell. 

Martinsell South Slope Linears. A series of minor linears, many comprising a 

simple ditch and bank, run across the steep southern slope of Martinsell forming 

a complicated network, the development and chronology of which is very difficult 

to unravel (Fig 2.6). The linears seem to be constructed with little regard to each 

other suggesting a long history of use but several do establish important 

alignments, for example one ditch that appears to run from the top of the Giant's 

grave black-earth site along the break in slope to terminate close to the south- 

western corner of Martinsell hillfort. 

Wilcot 3. This minor linear crosses the Giant's Grave spur midway between the 

two cross-dykes (Fig 2.6). It currently forms the parish boundary between Wilcot 

and Pewsey and comprises a shallow ditch with a single bank. The relative date 

of the earthwork Is impossible to ascertain as it is not cut by nor cuts any other 

monument. 
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2.6 Huish Hill/ The Gopher Wood/Draycott Hill/Golden Ball Hill/West 

Stowell/Knap Hill Linear complex. 

Wilcot 4. The physical evidence for linears from Huish Hill is a good case-in- 

point for the problems facing the archaeologist when trying to date linear 

systems. The eastern side of the hill is the site of an extensive LPRIA and 
Romano-British settlement featuring the remains of a settlement and two possibly 

earlier banjo enclosures situated on the southern scarp slope and flanked by 

substantial linears or hollow-ways (Fig. 2.7). A small linear featuring a ditch and 

bank located just below the crest of the gentle north-facing dip slope, however, 

has all the characteristics of being an earlier feature. It runs eastwards from SU 

1 621 9 64190 to SU 15778 64048 and may well meet the parish boundary 

between Huish and Wilcot at SU 15666 64052 although it has been ploughed out 

at this point. Its course and dimensions are similar to a comparable feature on 
Huish 5 (see below), although it was not possible to accurately measure the 

feature due to the presence of a well-established hedge following the same 

course. At its eastern end the line of this linear is followed by a larger LPRIA or 
Romano-British ditch and bank and, therefore, it is possible the rest of the feature 
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dates from that period but the rapid diminution in scale and its position in the 

landscape suggest that this linear has its origins in an earlier phase of the late 

prehistoric period. 

Figure 2.8 Huish Hill: Detail from Colt Hoare's map of the Wansdyke (1821,16) 

Huish Hill West. Colt-Hoare's map of the Wansdyke (1821,16) (Fig. 2.8) shows 

a series of earthworks on the western shoulder of Huish Hill. Some are clearly 

associated with the Huish 1 earthwork (see below) but a series of smaller linears 

north of the ditch and bank extending eastwards from the large linear no longer 

exist. 

Gopher Wood/Draycptt Hill/Golden Ball Hill. It was very difficult to know where 

to set the limit on this large but clearly inter-related set of linears and their 

associated features (Fig 2.9). Indeed it was tempting to also include the field 

systems and linears around Red Shore in this group but those will discussed 

when Milk Hill is considered below. The area of chalk scarp between the western 

slopes of Huish Hill and Milk Hill to the west is an area of apparently intense 

activity in the EIA, with a series of sites in such close proximity to each other that 
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it seems very unlikely that they would not have inter-related to each other in 

some way. 
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Huish 1. This large double bank and ditch linear (NMR SU 16 SW 16) (Fig 2.10) 

is located on the eastern side of a narrow defile leading up from the Vale floor at 

Huish onto the chalk ridge of the Pewsey Downs. In essence the course of the 

linear marks both the western extremity of Huish Hill and the saddle situated 

between that hill and Draycott Hill, a saddle easily visible from Salisbury Plain to 

the south and Barbury and Liddington to the north. 
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Figure 2.10 Huish 1 linear on eastern side of Gopher Wood defile 

The linear only survives in part; the northernmost 55m is now only visible as a 

soilmark, running almost due south for some 190m before making a sharp 70° 

turn down the very steep slope to terminate metres from the current bifurcation of 
the track running up the defile. The entire linear measures some 20m across 

and has two now much mutilated banks up to 5m in width flanking a ditch some 
3m to 9m in width at the base. The entire monument has suffered damage from 

chalk extraction, farm traffic and ploughing. The eastern side of the linear is 
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punctuated by two gaps, the northernmost at SU 14387 64485 marks the place 

where a smaller ditch and bank join the linear at approximately right angles. This 

linear may represent the edge of a field system but the ground surface to its 

south has been too heavily ploughed to determine the presence of fields. On 

close observation, the ditch of this secondary perpendicular linear joins that of 

the main Huish 1 linear and therefore must be considered a "tributary" of that 

larger ditch. This may indicate that both linears not only served as boundaries 

(See below) but also perhaps functioned as devices for the herding and corralling 

of livestock. The second and southernmost gap at SU 14388 64417 appears at 
first sight to be a later intrusion formed by farm traffic climbing the steep coomb 

to the north and west of the linear. This gap would facilitate access to the 

western slopes of Huish Hill and may correspond to the extensive area of 

ploughing to the east of the linear. However, it is possible that the gap 

represents an enlargement of an original entrance through the linear, again with 
the purpose of allowing livestock access to the field systems beyond. 

The original dimensions of the linear are difficult to assess given the condition of 
the monument. An indication of its former size may be provided by the stretch of 
ditch and bank at the current northern terminal. Here the eastern or uphill bank 

is much higher although the western bank is still a relatively slight affair. This is 

the section of linear incorporated into the LPRIA and Romano-British enclosure 

and augmentation of the pre-existing linear by the builders of that settlement site 

cannot be ruled out. That said, it seems likely, when this linear is compared to 

other similar monuments in the locality, that the asymmetry of the banks would 
have been an original feature and suggests that the linear was intended to 

convey a message or meaning to observers downslope of it (i. e. In the defile 

leading up from present day Huish). 

The abrupt change in course of the linear at its southern end down a slope with a 
40% gradient is an intriguing feature. The linear at this point seems to be 

constructed with two purposes in mind: firstly to prevent incursions up the 
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relatively easier eastern slope of the defile (by pedestrian or livestock is 

impossible to say) and to emphasise the defile and the path running through it at 

both its narrowest point and at the point where the track bifurcates to continue its 

passage up the slope as two, smaller routeways. There appears to be an 

attempt to copy the "gateway" effect of the Huish 1 Linear on the extremely steep 

western slope of the defile, now covered by the trees and undergrowth of the 

eastern edge of Gopher Wood. Here, at SU 14306 64345, the corner of the 

slope has been hollowed away on either side to create a small ridge running up 

the western slope of the defile immediately opposite the termination of the 

downhill section of the Huish 1 linear. It is tempting to see this as an attempt to 

create a gateway at the point where the routeway up over the defile finally leaves 

the flatter ground of the Vale and commences its steep northward journey up the 

chalk scarp. 

The Gopher Wood Linear System. On the western side of the defile, a series 

of linears and associated features in and around the periphery of Gopher Wood 

have been identified for the first time as part of the fieldwork for this research (Fig 

2.11). 

Hulsh 2. A substantial linear commences at SU 13973 64545, some 590m due 

west of the Huish 1 northern terminal, and runs south for 380m into the northern 

part of the current Gopher Wood (Fig 2.11). The linear may be composed of two 

elements; the northern portion of some 120m is a simple scarp slope with 

apparently no associated ditch, similar to field system edges seen at Alton 2. 

The larger southern portion is composed of a substantial ditch with a scarp slope 
to the uphill western side (no evidence that an uphill bank was ever present 

survives) and a bank on the downhill, eastern side. The ditch of this southern 

section varies in width across the base from some 6m down to a near V-section 

within the wood, probably caused by higher rates of accumulation of debris within 
the woodland setting. At the junction between the two sections of linear, a 
modern farm track punches through the northern terminal of the ditched section, 
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Figure 2.11 The Gopher Wood earthworks. The bold dashed line marks the current edge of 
the wood. 

but on the northern side of the track the ditch appears to climb the scarp slope in 

a ramp-like arrangement and come out on top of and behind the scarp of the 

northern section of linear suggesting that this section of earthwork represents the 

eastern, downhill edge of a field system. This interpretation is enhanced by the 

presence of a relict earthwork comprising a ditch and bank running from the 

current northern terminal of this earthwork to join the substantial lynchet on the 
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northern side of Draycott Hill at SU 13933 64585. The southern ditch and bank 

curves eastwards as it runs south and joins a substantial linear (Huish 3) close to 

the latter's eastern terminal. 

Huish 3. This linear (Fig 2.11) is substantially different in nature; bounded on its 

northern, uphill side by a slight bank, the ditch is formed by a long uphill scarp 

slope and a short slope on the southern side, bounded in places by another small 
bank on the downhill side which, presumably, was originally continuous. From its 

junction with the Huish 2 linear, this earthwork heads in a south-westerly 
direction for some 175m. To the east of the junction with the North linear, the 

Huish 3 earthwork continues eastwards for approximately 60m before merging 

with the hollow-way of a footpath. Further east, beyond this footpath, a series of 
lynchets run parallel to the projected course of the Huish 3 linear, situated on a 

gently sloping spur situated to the immediate east of the defile. Whether these 

lynchets represent the remains of field systems or are platforms is unclear but 

they are of similar proportions to those found in the north-western quadrant of the 

wood. The linear's form seems quite unusual in the context of locally 

comparable monuments and appears to be a "horizontal" linear. The linear 

seems to have been deliberately positioned in such away that, if we assume the 

scarp slope was originally bare chalk, a horizontal band of white above the scarp 

slope would have been visible from the Pewsey Hill/Denny Sutton Hipend vicinity 

of the Salisbury Plain scarp. 

This earthwork also served as the southern boundary to a field system located to 
the west of the Huish 2 linear. A series of slight lynchets are preserved in the 

northern edge of the wood and traverse the slope "horizontally", running north to 

south. These lynchets effectively run parallel to the course of the Huish 2 linear, 

apparently respecting both it and the Huish 3 linear, suggesting that the field 

system is contemporaneous with these two earthworks. The Huish 3 linear 
terminates at its western end by shallowing out and merging into the slope of 
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Draycott Hill. It seems to be orientated on the substantial dew pond located on 

the western edge of Gopher Wood. 

Huish 4. Abutting the western terminal of the Huish 3 linear is a small, simple 

ditch and bank earthwork that takes a sinuous course through and outside the 

present wood (Fig 2.11). It is perhaps significant that the current parish 

boundary and previous tything boundary between Draycott Fitzpayne and Huish 

follows the main course of this earthwork. To the north, the ditch exits the 

woodland and disappears into the clearly ploughed grassland on the western 

side of Gopher Wood. The line of the parish boundary, however, executes a loop 

out into the field and then back to join the northern edge of the wood. 
Examination of First Series Ordnance Survey maps shows that a ditch and bank 

did follow the route of the parish boundary in the latter half of the 19th Century 

and that the area enclosed on three sides by the earthwork contained a semi- 

circular ditched feature, perhaps a small late prehistoric enclosure or substantial 
hut circle. 

The course of the Huish 4 linear bifurcates in the south-western quadrant of 
Gopher Wood. This subsidiary ditch leads to an area just east of the dew pond 

which appears to contain a series of hut platforms located at the northern end of 

a wide, shallow hollow-way leading up from the eastern side of Draycott Hill to 

the dew pond. 

Several smaller ditches divert from the parish boundary ditch to run along the 

crest of the scarp slope. The density of undergrowth and amount of fallen timber 

made it very difficult to survey this area but it does appear that a series of smaller 
linears run across this spur and at least one can be seen dropping down Into the 

small re-entrant valley to the west of the defile. A lynchet was Identified cresting 
the top of the steep southern scarp slope but further examination of this slope 
was not possible due the presence of large quantities of fallen brushwood. 
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The linears located at Gopher Wood and its environs represent a remarkable 

survival and perhaps provide an insight into the density of such earthworks at 

certain locations along the Pewsey Downs scarp before the advent of modern 

agricultural regimes. The disposition of the linears strongly suggests that the 

defile from Huish to West Woods was of considerable significance in the Early 

Iron Age. Certainly if the Pewsey Downs are viewed from Barbury to the north, 

the declivity at Gopher Wood presents the most obvious gap in the scarp east of 
Knap Hill. Arguably, the construction of ditch and bank systems parallel to the 

path of the route through the defile suggests that it was being used as a 

routeway at this period. The layout of the parallel earthworks intimates that the 

area bounded by them was significant: trackways were communal; they 

represented a state of transition, even more so in the case of this location with 

the topography's very rapid metamorphosis from low-lying Vale to upland. In this 

sense the site also represented a threshold and it is notable that the builders of 

the parallel linears (assuming they are contemporary, and there is no evidence to 

suggest they are not) deliberately emphasised the threshold point by causing the 

Huish 1 linear to turn sharply to the west and drop down a very steep slope into 

the defile. At the same point, the opposite bank apparently has a corner 

purposefully emphasised by having soil removed from either side and as such 
both elements, in effect, created "gateposts", perhaps part of an elaborate dual or 

triple faceted entrance. Certainly elsewhere in the Vale there is a clear inter- 

relationship between activity on the chalk downs and the greensand Vale, 

especially in the apparent correlation between settlements located on the two 

main landform components of the locality. 

The area of the defile defined by the linear systems and the entrance was, 
therefore, transient perhaps subject to a set of taboos and norms outside those 

affecting and forming everyday interactions. Certainly there seems to be an 
attempt to separate the transitory from the everyday in the architecture of the 
Gopher Wood earthworks. Field systems, dewponds, hut circles and other 
manifestations of "normality" are kept away from the defile, behind the larger 
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linears. However, that is not to say there was not an ongoing discourse between 

the groups using the routeway and the more permanent groups who had 

constructed the earthworks. The area at the top of the defile, bounded by the 

linears is quite large and perhaps represented a stopping point or corralling area 

used by travelling groups. This location would provide an ideal place for mutually 
beneficial interaction between groups. The linears also functioned as attention 

focussing devices, especially to observers from the south: the bright, compacted 
chalk banks and ditches would be visible from the southern edge of the Vale and 
beyond. 
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Figure 2.12 Earthworks on Draycott Hill 

Draycott Hill. In the Early Bronze Age, nine individual burial mounds were 
constructed on the spur of Draycott Hill just to the south-west of Gopher Wood 
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(Fig. 2.12). These monuments must have affected the way Early Iron Age 

people perceived that space and how they interacted with it. On the eastern 

slope of the spur, two large hollow-ways run south from the Gopher Wood dew 

pond, although it is difficult to determine whether these sunken ways were 

originally linears, it is perhaps significant that a terrace follows the line of the 

westernmost edge of the hollow-ways almost to the dew pond. This hollow-way 

is defined on its western side by a pronounced terrace which forms the western 

edge of the hollow-way on Draycott Hill. The hollow-way splits into a series of 

smaller trackways some 20m inside the present wood and runs down the steep 

eastern slope of Draycott hill as two substantial hollow-ways separated by a 
bank. This appears to be the earthworks described by Kirkham (2005,150) as a 

medieval or post medieval feature although he notes its possible mention in an 
Anglo-Saxon boundary Charter as the Beorh Dic as suggestive of an earlier date. 

To the south-west of the spur (Fig. 2.12), a footpath follows the line of an earlier 
linear running around the slope and steadily climbing up to a point located some 
200m to the north-west of the barrows (SU 13861 64043). For the last part of its 

route up the slope, the path takes the form of a narrow ditch accompanied by a 
downhill bank which runs into a set of heavily damaged and obscured earthworks 
to the south-west of the Gopher Wood dew pond. Whether this is genuine linear 

or simply a well trampled footpath is not easy to say given the level of damage 

and obscuration of minor earthwork features by soil creep down the steep south- 

western slope of Draycott Hill but the presence of the ditch and bank towards the 

top of the footpath's route do seem to suggest that it may be a minor linear. If so, 
it provides a way of accessing the western side of the Gopher Wood/Draycott Hill 

complex without negotiating the barrows situated around the crest of the spur. 

Wilcot S. A substantial linear (Fig 2.12) runs from the north of the Gopher Wood 
dew pond westwards for some 488m. This Wilcot 5 linear follows the top of the 
southern slope of Draycott Hill for the majority of its course, certainly from SU 
13788 64058 westwards. The linear is composed of a steeply cut scarp slope 
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ranging between 0.70m and 1.55m in depth. There is no evidence to suggest 
that a small bank was present above the scarp. The course of the linear, about 
720/2520 magnetic, appears to have been determined partly by the natural break 
in slope between the top of Draycott Hill and its southern scarp slope and, 

possibly, on the presence of an inconspicuous barrow located at SU 13175 

63867, noted by Colt Hoare but subsequently "lost". The current scarp of the 
linear ceases as it meets a concrete reservoir structure at SU 13371 63926. A 
fenceline continues westwards from the further side of the reservoir on the same 

orientation and it seems likely that it follows the line of the linear, now 
substantially reduced. Certainly there is a substantial bank extant at the point 
(SU 13237 63877) where the fence turns to run towards Golden Ball Hill perhaps 
still following the much abraded line of a lynchet. To the north of the Wilcot 5 
linear, extensive and heavy ploughing has flattened any features previously 
present although a series of amorphous hollows probably represent flint 

quarrying activities and there may be some slight evidence for earthworks 
especially towards the north-western corner of Gopher Wood in the area 
enclosed by the now destroyed Huish 4 linear. 

Wilcot 6&7. On the southern side of the Wilcot 5 linear two subsidiary linears 
(Fig 2.12) lie in close proximity to each other close to the western edge of the 
Draycott Hill spur. Both linears are set at approximately right-angles to the 

course of the main linear, the easternmost (Wilcot 6) at SU 13736 64044 and the 

second, longer linear (Wilcot 7) at SU 13695 64037. Both comprise very shallow, 
heavily damaged banks running down the initial scarp slope and terminating at 
the break of slope where the scarp becomes almost vertical. Further west and 
located on the south-eastern spur of Golden Ball Hill, an old and well-established 
dewpond stands at the junction (SU 13237 63877) between the westward 
projection of the main linear and a transverse track running up the scarp slope 
from the foot of Knap Hill. 
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Wilcot 8. On the opposite side of the hilltop, placed on the break of slope with 

the northern side of Draycott Hill, a scarped linear very similar to its southern 

counterpart runs north-eastwards between the south-eastern corner of Pit Farm 

Copse and a point (SU 1433 6510) just east of Shaw Copse, a distance of some 
1395m (Fig 2.12). The course of both scarped linears is parallel at one point, 

although the northern one diverges from this line after only a short distance. 

Wilcot 5&8 appear to represent the northern and southern limits of a field 

system associated with the settlement activity around Gopher Wood. 
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Golden Ball Hill. To the west of Draycott Hill, Golden Ball Hill (Fig 2.13) is the 

site of the extensive late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age site excavated by Cardiff 

University in the 1990s (see Appendix 1). The occupation site is flanked by a 

complex series of linears, some of which have not been recorded prior to this 

research. 

Alton 1. This linear, previously unrecorded, comprises a central ditch with 
flanking banks stretches across the westernmost arm of Golden Ball Hill for a 
distance of some 95m (Figs. 2.13 & 2.14). Its southern terminal is situated on 
the very steep south facing scarp slope running down into the Vale and the linear 

follows a course just west of magnetic North along the break of the western slope 
for its first 40m. The course of the earthwork then curves through some 150 

eastwards for the rest of its course. Towards its northern terminal, the linear is 

somewhat indistinct and at no point along its course does it appear undamaged. 
Its northern terminal remains undefined: the vestigial western (downhill) bank and 
ditch bottom are cut by a series of hollow-ways heading up the northern slope of 
Golden Ball Hill; observation of the slope from the area of the Eald Burh suggests 
that the earthwork may extend across the northern slope of Golden Ball Hill, the 

course of the linear dropping down the slope as it extends north-eastwards. This 

cross-dyke would appear to be earlier than the far more substantial Alton 2, in 

that the latter cuts the uphill bank of the former. 
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Figure 2.14 Alton 1 and the western terminal of Alton 2 

The location of the cross dyke is somewhat anomalous In that these earthworks 

tend to link steep slopes on opposing sides of a spur. Here the southern terminal 

is located in such a position but the northern end seems to extend across the 

northern slope, perhaps forming an earthwork similar in morphology to Wilcot 1. 

It may be that the deviation in course approximately midway along its length 

signifies a later addition to the earthwork, although there are a number of other 

cross dykes in the locality with similar curves and kinks in their plan. 

Alton 2. This linear (Figs 2.13 & 2.14) is a complex monument comprising at 

least five elements. The Ordnance Survey has the western terminal of this linear 

at SU 12445 64009, and certainly one element of the linear does start at that 

location but the linear clearly terminates at SU 12362 63911,125m further west. 

Between these two points the linear is of an entirely different character to that 
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further east in that it comprises a steep scarped lynchet, almost certainly dug out 

rather than caused by plough action, with a cordon of flat ground approximately 

4-5m wide lying behind the top of the lynchet. This area of flat ground, with its 

remarkably uniform width and flatness, is somewhat anomalous. It was either 

created by prehistoric ploughing, a form of headland perhaps, or it represents a 

platform of spoil derived from the digging of the rampart which has been 

deliberately rammed flat perhaps to provide a track or droveway along the edge 

of a late prehistoric field. Its survival is due to the absence of modern ploughing 
in this formerly small, triangular field, in contrast to the heavily ploughed condition 

of much of the summit of Golden Ball Hill, and was perhaps a feature of these 

scarp type linears now largely destroyed due to more recent agricultural activity. 

This western section of the Alton 2 linear terminates on the south-western side of 
a series of hollow-ways running up from the foot of Knap Hill. The hollow-ways 

run into a sheer wall of soil some 19m wide and 1.5m high that connects the 

western part of the linear to the rear of the bank of the central section at SU 

12445 64009. The soil level to the north of this feature is more than a metre 

higher than the ground immediately to the south and no sign of the hollow-ways 

exists. To the east of the hollow-ways, the bank and ditch of the central part of 
the linear clearly terminate, turning inward. This "wall" probably represents the 
deliberate redeposition of soil into the hollow-way entrance and subsequent 
ploughing right up to a fenceline following the orientation of the central part of the 
linear. It is likely that originally these hollow-ways ran through the gap between 

the westernmost extremity of the central section of linear and the end of the 

western lynchet, a gap of some 1 Om. Chandler (2000,32) notes that Arthur 
Stratton, owner of the farm adjoining Golden Ball Hill, maintained a stable of six 

sets of double steam-ploughing tackle at the end of the 19th century and its 

seems likely that something on a similar scale was used to reduce the summit of 
the hill to the largely featureless plateau it is today (The Cardiff University 

excavations uncovered evidence of steam-plough damage: Niall Sharples pers. 
comm. ). 
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Figure 2.15 Profile of the central section of Alton 2 

The central section of Alton 2 is of an altogether different character to the 

western. An earthwork comprising a ditch with a large upslope bank (Fig. 2.15) 

survives for some 500m closely following the 260m OD contour for much of that 

distance. Situated some 120m from the western terminal of this linear, two 

smaller earthworks run up the northern slope into an entrance (Fig 2.16). 
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Figure 2.16 The Alton 2 entrance 

The two smaller earthworks cross each other's course some 15m north 
(downslope) of the gap entrance and head for the ditches on either side of the 

entrance. The better preserved linear, originating from the corner of a field 
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system located on the valley floor to the north of the entrance, cuts the route of 
the other linear. Its ditch curves into that for the western portion of the central 
linear, whilst its less well preserved western counterpart runs into the ditch for the 

eastern portion. The easternmost, better preserved, linear is a southern 

extension of a substantial lynchet crossing the valley floor from the substantial 

field system situated to the north-east of New Town. This association suggests 
that the field system and the entrance, at least in one phase of the site's use, are 

contemporary. The case for this gap forming an original entrance is 

strengthened by both terminals of the main linear bank deflecting to a degree at 

this point; the western terminal turns out and the eastern bank turns inward 

slightly. Furthermore the floor of the entrance north of the ploughed field edge is 

eroded into a shallow depression by past traffic. 

If we accept that this gap represents an original entrance to the summit of 
Golden Ball Hill, the presence of the two subsidiary linears and their relationship 

with that gap provides us with an insight Into the meaning and function of these 

small, simple ditch and bank earthworks. Linked as it is to the corner of a larger 

field system (see below) and the constant gradient suggest, in the case of the 

northern linear, that this may have provided some form of trackway up to the 

entrance. Perhaps the ditch was used as a funnelling device for livestock. The 

second less well preserved western linear is of similar form and disposition but Its 

subsequent and current use as a trackway has damaged elements of the original 
linear. This example raises a problem identified elsewhere in the Vale where 
hints and intimations of transverse linears such as these were obscured by later, 

and perhaps even contemporary, tracks and hollow-ways. 

The siting of this large linear on the break of the slope may also provide us with 
evidence for another use of linears at this period. The location and construction 
of the earthwork are a deliberate and successful attempt to draw the eye of any 
observer situated either on the valley floor or the slopes opposite. The abrupt 
angle of the bank scarp creates an intrusive and very visible band running across 
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the skyline and manages, at the same time, to obscure any view of the Interior 

except where the entrance gap is located. The two subsidiary linears running up 

the slope to the entrance, almost at right angle to each other, also draw the eye 
towards the hilltop linear and its very visible break. The intention of the builders 

of this linear was to attract the attention of people outside/beyond the linear to 

the presence of the structures and the activities taking place north of the Alton 2 

linear. 

The third element of the Alton 2 linear commences at SU 12785 64407, where 

the ditch and bank of the central section seem to return to a simple scarped 
lynchet facing north. This lynchet, though much mutilated by ploughing and 
quarrying continues north-east for some 580m making two small deviations In its 

course. On the northern slope below this earthwork an extensive field system 
including rectilinear fields and strip lynchets survive more-or-less Intact and 

appear to represent several phases of field construction. Towards the base of 
the slope a series of substantial lynchets may well be LPRIA or Romano-British 

in date whilst a co-axial system of small rectilinear fields close to the top of the 

slope may well be of a similar date to those surrounding the Eald Burh and, 

arguably, represent an earlier phase of field construction than the larger fields 

further down slope. 

Alton 3. On the southern side of the eastern spur of Golden Ball Hill (Fig. 2.13), 

a scarped lynchet runs from SU 12812 64156, a point some 50m north of the 

very large Pit Farm dewpond, north-eastwards for some 1200m to disappear at 
SU 13515 64582, close to the site of a former dewpond. The morphology and 
location of this linear is very similar to that of the westernmost and easternmost 

sections of the Alton 2 Linear and the Wilcot 5&8 linears. It seems likely that this 
linear marks the southernmost limit of a field system formerly present on the 

north-easterly sloping eastern spur of Golden Ball Hill. Aerial photographic 
evidence is not very helpful in determining the presence or not of such a field 

system. The nature of the clay-with-flints soil and subsequent landuso have 
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obscured any traces of field boundaries that may have been once present; 

indeed it is not possible even to identify the ploughed out section of the ditched 

enclosure at SU 1282 6435 (cent. ) from aerial photography. 

If the evidence from Golden Ball Hill is combined from the findings from Draycott 

Hill and Gopher Wood, a possible pattern of landuse begins to emerge. Judging 

from the presence of lynchets on the edges of the hilltops, the field systems were 

situated on the tops of the chalk downs. By contrast, grazing seems to have 

been practised outside these areas: the location of the dewponds associated with 

the linears tends to be on more peripheral land. No evidence for the construction 

of field systems is evident from the dry valley located between Golden Ball Hill 

and Draycott Hill but perhaps it is significant that it is bounded on both sides by 

the steep scarp face of substantial lynchets. Dewponds are present at either end 

of the valley and that the largest of these is situated at the very head of the re- 

entrant on the edge of the settlement at Golden Ball Hill. This suggests a 

complex integrated system of land use, if not necessarily land division, around 

Golden Ball Hill and Draycott Hill. 

West Stowell. Preserved in the former western boundary of the West Stowell 

tything, now the western boundary of Wilcot parish, is the zigzag line of a late 

prehistoric field system edge. The boundary runs In a south-easterly direction 

between SU 12971 63079 and SU 13185 62722 and perhaps represents the 

remains of a field system associated with either the extensive field systems 

around Tawsmead Copse and Woodborough Hill or with the possible EIA activity 

taking place at the foot of Knap Hill. Alternatively it may be associated with the 

Golden Ball Hill or Draycott Hill sites, especially as a transverse track that climbs 

to the westernmost limit of the Wilcot 5 linear commences Its uphill route at the 

same point where the northern extension of the parish boundary meets the foot 

of the chalk scarp. 
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Figure 2.17 Knap Hill. The "Devil's Trackway" Is the linear feature dropping down the 
south-western slope (Brown et al.. Fig. 1: 2) 

Alton 4. Maud Cunnington noted the presence of an earthwork running up the 

south-western slope of Knap Hill (Cunnington 1911,46) known at the time as the 

Devil's Trackway (Figs 2.13 & 2.17). This earthwork, now partially obscured by 

soil creep and anthills apparently comprises an uphill ditch, a possible median 

bank and a downhill ditch. The downhill ditch is somewhat ephemeral In places 

and identifying its presence walking down the hill is difficult. Its route has to be 

traced by observing the depression the ditch makes against the skyline whilst 

walking uphill. The median bank is slightly problematic, too, in that soil creep on 

the very steep southern slope has blurred the outline of the bank. The most 

recent plan of Knap Hill produced by English Heritage (Brown of at 2005,5) (Fig 
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2.17) includes the assertion that this earthwork represents a tramway used for 

hauling lime or chalk down to the valley floor. Inspection of the earthwork shows 

that this interpretation is probably incorrect. The route of the supposed tramway 

crosses the south-western face of Knap Hill, so not only would the wagons have 

gravity acting on them from above but from the side as well. To the writer's 
knowledge no tramway or incline works across two planes simultaneously. The 

comparable used, Wilmington, Sussex, has a tramway which descends a slope 

acting in one plane only. The Alton 4 earthwork also bends and, depending on 

what motive/braking system was applied, winch or animal traction, the wagons 
dropping down below this curve would cause a cable to rake across a large area 

of the slope under considerable, indeed lethal, tension. Arguably braking/motive 

power could be provided by traction animals but the slope seems excessively 

steep for this. 

The width of the interval between the ditches varies considerably, if we are 

assuming that the ditches represent ruts, from 13m at SU 11987 63521 towards 

the lower end of the earthwork, to 9m at SU 12062 65576. This gauge Is far 

greater than any wagon known to be operation in Wiltshire in the medieval or 

post-medieval period (Jenkins 1961). If on the other hand, it is suggested that 

the ditches represent worn trackways, problems with this interpretation still exist. 
The widest wagon known in Wiltshire in the 19th century had a gauge of 

approximately 200cm (80 inches) and Jenkins (ibid. 226-7) found a mean gauge 

of between 160cm and 200cm (63 to 79 inches) In his study of Wessex bow 

wagons. In theory such a gauge wagon could run along one of the ditches, 

measuring between 4.8m and 2.5m, but the ditches show steadily sloping sides 

and no evidence of rutting. If this earthwork had been subject to repeated use by 

heavy, wheeled transport, the chalkland turf and underlying geology Is of such 
fragility that the observer would still be able to identify Individual wheel ruts. 

Finally, the presence of so many anthills on the earthwork strongly suggests that 
it is of considerable antiquity. King (2006 392-7) has shown both that the slzo of 
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ant-hills and the density of their distribution is an indication of the last time the 

ground was disturbed. This earthwork is covered in very large, apparently very 

old anthills and there is no difference in the size or quantity of ant-hills between 

those on the earthwork and those on the adjacent slopes. The earthwork Is of a 

similar antiquity to the entire southern slope of Knap Hill. 

This misinterpretation underlines the pitfalls of relying simply on visual 

comparison as a means of analysis. Whatever the earthwork represents, It Is not 

a mineral tramway. Rather the earthwork bears limited comparison with the 
Sidbury Double linear (Bradley et al. 1994; McOmish et al. 2002 62) with one of 
the ditches being less well defined than its counterpart. The Sidbury linear Is of 
far greater dimensions and was probably built for an entirely different purpose. 
The Knap Hill linear seems to have been intended to link the foot of the scarp 
with the "plateau" to the east of Knap Hill and Golden Ball Hill beyond and It 

seems more than coincidence that having climbed the slope, the linear then 

continues, maintaining a very flat gradient, around the eastern edge of Knap Hill 

at the same height as the Alton 2 Linear. Perhaps the linear was, in part, 
constructed to signify the presence of Knap Hill and its associated meanings and 
taboos to later people approaching the scarp from the south and also to provide 
access to the south-western entrance of Golden Ball Hill. Alternatively the linear 

would facilitate the movement downslope of livestock from Golden Ball Hill to the 
East Field/Tawsmead Copse/Woodborough Hill area. 
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Figure 2.18 Milk Hill, Walker's Hill and Red Shore (Ordnance Survey, NMR OS/72295, 
RAF/540/958 Frame 3004) 

2.7 Walker's Hill/ Milk Hill/ Furze Hill/ Thorn Hill/ The Eald Burh and Red Shore 

environs 
Walker's Hill. Two very contrasting linears run largely parallel courses to the 

north and south of the Adam's Grave long barrow. 
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Figure 2.19 Alton 5 separating Adam's Grave from Milk Hill 

Alton 5. The linear to the north is the more substantial affair consisting of an 

uphill ditch, bank and long scarp slope (Fig 2.18 & 2.19). The bank has a 

markedly flat top, perhaps caused by generations of cows playing "King-of-the- 

Castle" but it may be a deliberate feature and, perhaps, indicates the former 

presence of a palisade or large hedge. The numerous "causeways" that pierce 

the bank appear to be created at a much later date by cattle and farm vehicles. 

The linear is situated to the north-western side of a dry valley separating 

Walker's Hill from the eastern slopes of Milk Hill, forming a col between the two 

higher points. To the south-west of the linear and flanked by its long scarp slope, 

the base of this dry valley is remarkably flat. This uniform flatness may be the 

product of two separate processes: the passage of countless hooves along the 

valley bottom for a very long period of time and, perhaps, partly as a result of soil 

being scraped up to form the scarp slope bordering its north-western side. As 

the linear climbs north-westwards, the flatness of the dry valley diminishes and is 

eventually lost in the slope of the saddle between the two hills. Simultaneously, 

the bank diminishes in height, a feature that does seem to give credence to the 

idea that material for its construction was derived from the valley floor. The 

situation of the linear is very obvious to an observer standing close to the 

Workway Drove and locations further east and the presence and disposition of 
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the earthwork does seem to be intended to attract attention to the saddle and to 
the earthwork in its own right. 

The eastern terminal of the linear is not original, having been truncated by 

quarrying and now commencing at SU 11 394 63631. It is likely, however, that 

the earthwork originally commenced at the head of the coomb leading up from 

East Field and presently crossed by the agger of the modern road. This location 

may indicate part of the purpose of the linear, that of a droveway. Rather than 

taking the long sinuous route around the slopes of Walker's Hill, the route up the 

coomb and dry valley offered much easier access to Milk Hill and the land to its 

south. The western terminal is not clear but the linear may terminate at SU 

11195 63564 on the north-eastern flank of the saddle. After a gap, possibly 

original, of some 18m, the linear changes form at SU 11177 63563 to become a 
V-shaped ditch with slight banks to each side, crossing the saddle to drop down 

the steep western coomb between Walker's Hill and Milk Hill and become lost 

amid a series of hollow-ways climbing the slope and apparently following the line 

of the linear. This earthwork is intersected by a series of transverse tracks 

coming around the south-western slope of Walker's Hill and dispersing onto the 

south-eastern slopes of Milk Hill. In essence this is a different linear, although It 

follows the same line as its more easterly counterpart and Is comparable to the 

Alton 2 linear with its tripartite arrangement of earthworks. Whether the Alton 5 

linears are contemporary or successive is not clear whilst the marked difference 

in form seems to suggest they were intended for different purposes. Again wo 

see the maintenance of a gap between the two linear elements as at the Junction 

between the western and central sections of the Alton 2 linear, perhaps to servo 

as access between Milk Hill and Walker's Hill. 

Alton 6. The linear to the south of Adam's Grave (Fig 2.18) Is a much simpler 

affair being composed of a downsiope bank and uphill ditch. At times the rolativo 
slightness of the earthwork make it hard to see In the long grass turf of tho slopo 
with the eastern half of its length only being present as a scarp, The western 
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terminal commences above steep slopes but the eastern terminal is indistinct 

and may require the application of geophysical prospection to determine its 

position. The western half of the linear is overlain by a trapezoidal arrangement 

of ditches representing a later, intrusive enclosure. 

The parallel arrangement of both the northern and southern linears at Walker's 

Hill may be purely accidental but it may suggest that the builders of these 

earthworks wished to draw attention to and simultaneously infer the "otherness" 

of the long barrow and its environs. Alton 6 is somewhat similar in location to 

earthworks found on the slopes of Tan Hill and its adjoining spurs, earthworks 

that appear to serve no obvious practical purpose beyond being bold white scars 

cutting horizontal lines across the slope. It may be that these represented 

waymarks for travellers observing from a distance, certainly all are associated 

with long-established routeways and are in prominent, visible locations. 

Milk Hill (South East Slope). A series of poorly defined and eroded lynchets 

suggest the presence of field systems on the south-east slope of Milk Hill. These 

lie on the slope below the dewpond situated on the south-eastern edge of the 

summit plateau, which is associated with late prehistoric activity in the form of 
lithic scatters, and again hints at the integrated nature of agriculture in this 

period. 

Figure 2.20 Prehistoric field systems between New Town and Red Shore 

The Eald Burh and New Town Area. Much of the slope situated between the 
Wansdyke east of Milk Hill and the Alton to Lockeridge road(Fig. 2.20) contains 
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the remnants of extensive field systems. Those located in the environs of the 

Eald Burh tend to be much slighter affairs than those to the north and east of 
New Town. These latter fields still exhibit very substantial lynchets similar to 
those on the opposite slope below Golden Ball Hill but are rather more rectilinear 
in layout. It is not possible to say for certain whether these fields are associated 

with the activity taking place on the hill opposite but the small linear running up to 

the entrance in Alton 2 originates from the corner of a field system laid out in 

common with those below Red Shore. 

The visible difference in the size of the lynchets between those close to Eald 
Burh and those farther east does suggest that the field systems they represent 

were laid out at different periods. The lynchets around the Eald Burh are too 

small to be detected by aerial photography lying, as they do, in thick "improved" 

grassland but the fields appear to be smaller in area and generally less 

substantial. They are also clustered around the presumed settlement enclosure 

which suggests that they may be far earlier in date than others in the vicinity. 
The close of association of small fields with a small enclosure tends to suggest a 
Middle Bronze Age date for their origin; it is equally difficult to suggest a date 

when they fell out of use. 

Figure 2.21 Stanton St Bernard 1 
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Stanton St Bernard 1. The south-western spur of Milk Hill is crossed by an 
insubstantial bank and ditch (NMR SU 16 SW 4) (Figs 2.18 & 2.21). Running 

roughly south to south-east from SU 1008 6399 for a distance of some 31 Om to 

terminate on the steep southern slope of Milk Hill at SU 1015 6368, the linear 

appears to be composed of at least two parts. The northern portion climbs the 

northern slope of the spur as a ditch with a pronounced bank: this bank becomes 

less marked as the linear crosses the top of the spur and indeed terminates at 
SU 1014 6374, some 65m upsiope of the southern ditch terminal. The course of 

the earthwork is somewhat sinuous with its course incorporating two changes in 

direction whilst crossing the top of the spur at SU 1010 6385, where the linear as 

a whole becomes less substantial, and at SU 1012 6381. These changes in 

direction may be indicative of the nature of the linear's construction: either gang 
dug from either end with a series of corrections required as the two earthworks 

converged or the linear is composed of a series of sequential elements with the 

current earthwork being the product of a number of construction events. In either 

case, the earthwork is quite slight with the ditch never being more than 5m wide 

and 0.5m deep and the bank 4. Om wide and 0.4m high and often rather less 

than this. 

The cross-dyke isolates the westernmost portion of the spur from the rest of Milk 

Hill. Grinsell's recent afforestation enclosure (1957,258,269) overlying the 
linear was not obvious to the observer and, indeed the antiquity of the trees 

present on the site including some very old hawthorns, yew and oak specimens 
suggest that their presence may be due to the site never having been ploughed. 
Early editions of Ordnance Survey maps show an enclosure to the west of the 

cross-dyke and the ground surface does seems less rough than that to the east 

of the earthwork. The field investigator's report of August 15th 1974 describes an 
oval enclosure centred on SU 1008 6381 but, again, it was not obvious on the 

ground and seems to be lost among the numerous ant hills covering the site. A 

series of apparent hut platforms and hollow-ways are clustered on the southern 
slope of the spur running up the slope to terminate close to a largo square 
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dewpond perhaps located on the site of an earlier water source. At no point is 

there any sign of Oswald's (2005,153) pair of round barrows within the area 

enclosed by the cross-dyke; Colt Hoare's (1821,16) plan of the Wansdyke 

shows two barrows east of the cross-dyke and one of those may well be 

Grinsell's Alton 1 (NMR SU 16 SW 33). 

Milk Hill West. Three linears are found in close association with each other on 
the westernmost edge of Milk Hill close to its junction with Tan Hill (Fig. 2.22). 

Two run roughly parallel to each other in a north-easterly direction whilst the third 

crosses the upper part of a steep southerly slope climbing steadily from east to 

west. The two "parallel" linears are very dissimilar to each other, although it was 

not possible to analyse these earthworks to the same extent as others in this 

study. 
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Figure 2.22 Stanton St Bernard 2,3 & 4and All Cannings 1(Ordnance Survey, NMR 
0S172295, RAF/5401958 Frame 3004) 
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Stanton St Bernard 2. The easternmost and better preserved of the two may be 

a composite earthwork made up of a series of smaller structures(Fig. 2.22). The 

Ordnance Survey shows its south-western terminal to be higher up the slope 

than that of its western counterpart: this is not the case with a narrowing ditch 

descending the slope for some distance. The earthwork comprises a double 

banked linear with the larger bank to the western side and a V-section ditch 

which appears either to be either gang-dug or the focus of subsequent flint 

extraction on account of its unfinished appearance. On its north-eastern course 
it passes to the east of a disc barrow, turning further to the east to miss the 

earlier monument. Cut by Wansdyke, the linear descends the northern slopes of 
Milk Hill as a cropmark initially and then continues as an extant earthwork until 

the south-westernmost section of the earthwork terminates at SU 1051 6479. 

Here a gap between this section and the central section of the linear of some 

12m cuts back along the eastern edge of the linear and providing access to a 

small dry valley running up the northern slope of Milk Hill. The earthwork to the 

north-east appears to be constructed on a slightly different orientation and 

extends north-eastwards for some 150m before curving sharply south-east to 

apparently form the south-western side of an entrance focused on another re- 

entrant valley, this time steeper and more defined, on Milk Hill's northern slope. 
Both valleys would facilitate access to the large convex plateau at the summit of 
Milk Hill and would allow movement of people and livestock down into the dry 

valley which disgorges into the Kennet valley at East Kennett. The morphology 

of the linear changes after the first gap, to being a ditch with downhill bank and 

this may be associated with the movement of livestock, as discussed below. 

On the north-eastern side of this gap, the central part of the linear continues until 
SU 1072 6493 at which point it changes morphology to become a lynchet. 
Whether this is as the result of later damage or Intentional is not clear but the 
lynchet continues to follow the 240m OD contour for a further 11 Om until it forms 

another apparently inturning entrance at SU 1081 6493. East of this gap, the 
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lynchet continues to follow the contour line for a further 100m before changing 

morphology again to form a ditch some 7m wide that drops down the slope, 

crosses a re-entrant and disappears in a modern tree plantation. 

Clearly this is an extremely complex linear worthy of further, more detailed study. 
Like the Alton 2 earthwork, this linear seems to be composed of a number of 
elements and to incorporate entrances into its course. It is not possible with the 

state of current knowledge to say whether this monument was constructed as a 

whole or in part over time. What is certain is that it was meant to be seen from 

the dry valley to the north, the central section being deliberately aligned along the 

break in slope between the steep valley sides and the more gently sloping 

northern flank of Milk Hill, purposeful false cresting similar to that seen at Alton 2. 

Stanton St Bernard 3. The western counterpart of this complex earthwork is an 

altogether more meagre affair (Fig. 2.22) not helped, perhaps as a result of its 

relatively insubstantial nature, by having been extensively ploughed out. At its 

south-western end, the linear begins at the break in slope between the relatively 
flat summit and the very steep southern slope. At this point the earthwork 
comprises a double banked ditch which quickly becomes ploughed out. From 

aerial photographic evidence, the linear takes a more northerly course than the 

monument to the east to pass on the western side of the disc barrow and head 
for the opposite, western side of the dry valley to the north of Milk Hill. Its course 

may be preserved in the field boundaries at the top of the north-western slope of 
the dry valley but visual inspection was not possible. 

One of the most interesting aspects of the proximity of these two ilnears is the 

very deliberate avoidance both earthworks take to respect the presence of the 
disc barrow. Regardless of whether the earthworks represent successive or 
simultaneous acts of construction, the fact that both steer well clear of the burial 

mound demonstrates a common concern or taboo. The disc barrow located on 
the westernmost spur of Milk Hill and situated in a false-crested position to 
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overlook the dry valley to the north may have represented both a landmark for 

practical everyday tasks such as herding livestock and been a mnemonic for the 

spiritual, superstitious, otherworldly biography of the local landscape. 

The close proximity of the linears raises issues over the chronology of their 

construction, their meaning and whether both continued to have the same 

meaning once the latter earthwork had been constructed. Their adjacent nature 

may represent the necessity to heard livestock up from the northern dry valley 

onto the summit of Milk Hill at certain times of the year, thereby functioning as a 
funnel. Alternatively the construction of one may have preceded the other and 

represented a renegotiation of grazing rights or tenurial rights to include or 

exclude the dry valley, using the disc barrow as an agreed landmark. In this 

scenario one of the linear must, necessarily, become redundant. Another 

interpretation is that both linears existed at the same time but were maintained 

and used by different groups. The easternmost linear is the more complex 
because of the proximity of settlement to the linear. The construction of these 
linears served as both indicators for a change in the status or use of the land and 

also as droveways with the dry valley forming common grazing utilised by two or 
more groups in the area of Milk Hill. Further, it may be that the south-western 
end of both or either linear represents an earlier phase as a cross-dyke running 
across the narrow western spur of Milk Hill, an earthwork that was subsequently 
extended in a manner similar to that proposed for All Cannings 2. 

Stanton St Bernard 4. The third linear in this location is the first of the 
"horizontal" linears encountered in the Milk Hill/Tan Hill area (Fig. 2.22). The 
linear, comprising a ditch and downhill bank, is variously described as a late 

prehistoric earthwork or a Medieval/Post Medieval boundary feature (NMR SU 06 
SE 41). No evidence is provided to support either of these claims and it is 
certainly anomalous in its location and arrangement. The linear climbs the slope 
of Milk Hill closest to its junction with Tan Hill at an average gradient of 5% over 
its 230m length with the lowest point being at the western end. There is a hint 
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that the western end turns to parallel the course of the transverse track climbing 

the eastern arm of Tan Hill, a track that was in use at the time the Wansdyke was 
laid out judging from the inturned terminal of the eastern bank at the adjacent 

gap in the post-Roman earthwork. The easy gradient of the linear combined with 
the differential lengths of the "parallel" linears, the easternmost being located far 

further down the steep slope of Milk Hill, may indicate that the horizontal linear 

was used at some point in the movement of livestock perhaps in conjunction with 

the linears to the north of Milk Hill. Certainly from the point of view of ease of 

construction, a downhill bank is somewhat awkward to create especially on a 

steep slope like that found here. There must have been a specific purpose for 

these ditches and, perhaps, the construction of a bank on the downhill side 

created a more effective "funnel" for the driving of livestock. The bank would 

clearly obscure the ditch and part of the uphill lynchet from observers on the 

south-western spur of Milk Hill or on the valley floor but the white slash of the 

bare chalk across the slope would still be obvious. Perhaps the top of the 

downhill bank was crowned with a hedge (Pollard 1996,108) or palisade to 

facilitate the driving of livestock towards the space created by the two "parallel" 

linears, again perhaps with hedges augmenting their banks, and the grazing 

available beyond the disc barrow. This interpretation may also help to explain 
the morphology of the easternmost "parallel" along its central and eastern 

sections as a drove way to gain access to the summit of Milk Hill from the north. 
It is also possible that this linear is linked to similar "horizontal" earthworks further 

to the west (NMR SU 06 SE 43) and at one stage formed a single Integrated 

structure stretching some 1000m from Milk Hill westwards, subsequently 
truncated by trackways. 

Stanton St Bernard Field Systems. The outline of a prehistoric field system Is 

preserved In the parish boundary between Stanton St Bernard and Alton. Aerial 

photographic evidence shows that the field system extends westwards and Is 

clearly associated with the dense scatter of EIA material retrieved from fields 
McCulloch 32 and 33. it seems likely that this field system probably also 
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incorporated the EIA site recently excavated at Church Farm Barns, Stanton St 

Bernard (A Tulloch pers. comm. ). 
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Fig 2.23 Tan Hill: linears and field systems (Ordnance Survey, NMR RAF/540/958 Frames 

3085-90, CPEIUK 1821 Frames 2077-83) 

2.8 Tan Hill. 
The density of linear earthworks found on and in the environs of Tan Hill Is 

worthy of a study in its own right. Time and access constraints made it 
impossible to adequately survey all the linears in this area along their entire 
lengths but most earthworks have been visited at least once as part of this study. 
Thirteen separate linear monuments have been identified, including several that 
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have not been previously recorded. The discussion below begins on the eastern 

extremity of Tan Hill and progresses in a fairly logical manner towards the west. 
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Figure 2.24 All Cannlngs 1&2 and the Waylen's Penning field system 

All Cannings 1 (NMR SU 06 NE 109). Only the southern section of this linear 

survives as a monument, the majority of it having been ploughed out. Extending 

some 1160m north from SU 0968 6459 (Figs 2.23 & 2.24), the preserved 

southern section is composed of a ditch some 8m wide and 0.2m deep. The 

NMR Monument Report makes mention of a bank but no evidence for such a 
structure can be traced on the ground and this may be a misinterpretation by 
Messrs Grinsell and Crawford similar to All Cannings 4 (see below). A break in 

the Wansdyke just to the east of this linear suggests that its course has been 

used as a track for a long time. 

The Field Investigator's comments notes that a spur leaves the main course of 
the linear at SU 0972 6507 to lead Into the MBA or LBA settlement at SU 0982 
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6514 (centre point) cutting the enclosure bank. From the aerial photographic 

evidence, the reverse seems to be true: the orientation of the southern section of 
the linear is heading directly for the settlement perhaps functioning as a hollow- 

way. The northern portion of the All Cannings 1 linear commences with a fairly 

obvious curve away from the settlement towards the north; it is the northern 

adjunct that may be later than the settlement and southern extant portion of the 

linear earthwork. The southern portion of the linear converges on the settlement 
in a manner very similar to a linear feature extending south from the south east 

corner of the enclosure for some 330m and terminating in three incomplete 

rectilinear enclosures (NMR SU 06 NE 133) and they may represent two sides of 

a field system. The NMR Monument Report for the settlement (NMR SU 06 NE 

133) notes the presence of field systems surrounding the settlement of differing 

shapes and orientations and concludes that they date from different periods of 
the site's use. This would corroborate, to an extent, the model that the All 

Cannings 1 developed over a long period and is made up of several phases of 

construction. 

The function and meaning of the All Cannings 1 is difficult to assess given the 

problems in pinning down the phases of construction and their dates. It seems 
fairly clear, though, that the southern portion running from the area of the 
transverse track separating Tan Hill from Milk Hill to the settlement may well 
have formed a hollow-way or drove way as well as possibly being a field system 
edge. The northern portion is more difficult to assess but the presence of field 

systems to either side of it do suggest it possibly performed a similar function and 
may represent an expansion of the area of land under cultivation at a later date In 

prehistory 

Waylen's Penning Field System (SU 06 NE 107). Located at the head of a 
narrow re-entrant valley on the northern slopes of the eastern spur of Tan Hill, 
(Fig 2.24) this field system (centre point SU 0950 6550) is obvious from the 
ground as a series of lynchets. Aerial photographic evidence shows that the 
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system is made up of seven banks extending eastwards from All Cannings 2 

(see below). The banks are approximately 70m long and are part of a rectilinear 
field system perhaps contemporary with All Cannings 2. There is also a hint of a 
longer linear running east to west across Waylen's Penning that may be part of a 
linear originating just south of the MBA/LBA settlement on All Cannings Down 

and cutting the linear there at approximately right angles. Certainly it was 

possible to observe a clear "terrace" in the cereal crop growing on Waylen's 

Penning in May 2007 when walking along the crest of the Wansdyke bank. 

Grinsell (1957,25) notes the discovery of Romano-British sherd from this field 

system but this does not necessarily indicate the origin of these fields, more likely 

it is additional evidence of re-use of existing fields in the Roman period. 

All Cannings 2. (NMR SU 06 NE 33) This earthwork at first glance seems to be 

enormous, stretching some 3000m from SU 0925 6456 (not SU 0925 6470 as 

stated in the NMR Monument Report) (Fig 2.24). The first section runs NNW 

from a gully which is probably a continuation of the linear down the southern 

slope of Tan Hill East; some of the hollow-ways forming the transverse track up 
from All Cannings appear to be cut by a V-shaped gullied extension of the 

linear's line at this point. This section of the linear comprises a shallow ditch 

some 10m wide with a scarp slope to the uphill (west) side and a bank, now 

much spread, to the downhill side. A lynchet some 30m to the east runs parallel 
to the course of the linear. It would appear that the linear served as a track at 

some point in the historic past with a gap being punched through Wansdyke to 

facilitate access northwards. After following a slightly meandering route north 

north-eastwards for some 325m, the linear makes a turn of some 35 "towards the 

east to run down a spur slope for a distance of approximately 1000m making only 
two small alterations in orientation. At SU 0955 6570 the linear meets two round 
barrows (NMR SU 06 NE 19) and makes an abrupt turn west through some 90°. 
Indeed one of the barrows forms the corner between the two sections of linear. 
The NMR Monument Report describes how the linear extends north-west from 

the barrows for 230m and then turns through 8011 to head north for some 400m 
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before swinging west around a third round barrow (SU 06 NE 89) and then 

continuing with another curve for a further 1070m until terminating on Allington 

Down at SU 0848 6737. 

What is most striking about this linear is the sheer length and complexity of its 

structure, far greater than any other surviving linear in the area. If we accept that 

this feature represents a unity then it is a most unusual structure: but its present 

form may be an accident of survival, an effect of its later history of use. It has 

already been noted that the southernmost section of the linear appears to run 

down the southern slope of the eastern spur of Tan Hill in the form of a v-shaped 

gully which, in turn, has been cut by successive hollow-ways. This gully almost 

certainly reflects the use of that section of the linear as a routeway In the past 

and it may be that other parts of it were used in a similar way. Following the line 

of the present linear makes access to the western side of Allington Down and 

beyond to Beckhampton far more straight forward and less arduous than trudging 

up the eastern side of Allington Down and along its ridge as one most do today. 

Perhaps the clarity of this linear on aerial photographs, and in places on the 

ground, is due to a long history of use as a routeway. 

The linear does not appear to represent a constructional unity. The orientation 

of the southernmost section very closely matches that of All Cannings 4 and Is 

similar to the All Cannings 1 which may suggest they were constructed around 

the same time and were part of the overall system. The siting of these linears 

and All Cannings 3 does seem to be intended to cordon off and divide the three 

round barrows built on the eastern spur of Tan Hill. 

Once the All Cannings 2 linear turns east, it seems to take on the aspect of both 

a field system edge, an impression strengthened by the presence of field system 

on both sides at various points on its journey towards the pair of round barrows, 

and a "spinal" linear. In effect it is one and the same and probably also provided 
access to the fields and a way of driving livestock from one end of the 
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agglomerated field systems to the other. The almost right angled turn at the 

round barrows perhaps represents the northern edge of the field systems located 

in the dry valley between All Cannings and Allington Downs. It is clearly set in 

the same orientation as the field boundaries that join the main linear further up 

the spur. The impression of this linear being a central axis for a field system is 

further strengthened by its topographical position during this part of its course. It 

runs down a spur leading from the north side of Tan Hill just east of the crest, not 

a particularly prominent position and perhaps a route created to ensure equal 

access to agricultural resources. 

The second almost right angled bend in the linear at the western end of the 

northern edge of the field system possibly indicates that we should consider the 

course of the linear beyond this point to represent that of an entirely different 

monument and perhaps one more closely associated with the complex series of 

earthworks located on the eastern slope of Allington Down. The curves and 

sinuosity of the linear from this point westwards suggest that it had a different 

meaning, perhaps as a droveway rather than a field system edge. It is still 
possible that the earthwork curved around established field systems but the 

regularity of the central section of this linear is absent. 

All Cannings 3 (NMR SU 06 SE 43). This earthwork belongs to a small and 

poorly understood group of "horizontal" linears found to the east of Tan Hill(Fig 

2.23). It is suggested in the NMR Monument Report that originally the three 

sections presently extant extended for a distance of 1 000m but the earthwork 

was subsequently truncated by the hollow-ways of the transverse track and the 

gully created by traffic using All Cannings 2 as a routeway. Currently the 

westernmost section of this horizontal linear Is some 400m long and is composed 

of a ditch between 2. Om and 4. Om wide and some 0.4m deep and a downhill 
bank 4. Om wide with a maximum height of 0.6m. It is somewhat mutilated by 

plough damage and the construction of strip lynchets. The central section of this 
linear has been separated by the gully leading to All Cannings 2 but Is very 
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similar in form. The course of the two combined sections of linear drops steadily 
downhill as if making for the course of the transverse track climbing Tan Hill and 
the orientation of the westernmost section is ambiguous: perhaps the Milk Hill 

section (NMR SU 06 SE 41) descended 10m in altitude over 350m distance to 

join its western counterpart or both were linked to the transverse track which 
does appear to be of some antiquity. 

The ambivalence about the original form of the linears is also reflected in any 
attempt to interpret their meaning. It has already been suggested that the Milk 

Hill section may have been used for moving livestock and it is equally possible 

that the Tan Hill monument was put to a similar use. What is interesting is that 

the westernmost terminal of the linear is located on the top edge of a small spur 

overlooking the coomb to the east of Rybury. The western terminal allows direct 

access to the top of the eastern spur of Tan Hill without having to climb to the 

saddle between Tan Hill and Milk Hill and then follow the ridge eastwards. 
Furthermore all three sections of horizontal linear are associated with round 
barrows and perhaps indicate the presence of barrows to users of the transverse 

track. Again there seems to be an attempt to cordon off round barrows, if not 

literally then at least symbolically. Additionally the bare chalk of the downhill 

banks would be clearly seen striking across the steep southern slopes of Tan 

Hill, drawing attention to activities there. 
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Figure 2.25 Linear earthworks around Tan Hill 

All Cannings 4 (NMR SU 06 SE 15). Despite the description in the NMR 

Monument report this substantial earthwork (Fig 2.25) comprises a small uphill 
bank some 6.5m wide, a ditch up to 1.1 m deep and between 2 and 8m wide and 

a large downhill bank, now much spread, up to 12m wide and 0.5m high. It is 

situated on one of the narrowest sections of the Tan Hill East spur and placed 

slightly behind the summit of a small abruptly rising island of higher ground, 
located between a saddle to the east and the beginning of the slope up to the 

summit of Tan Hill immediately west of two round barrows. The earthwork runs 

across the spur in a northerly direction from the very steep southern slope and 

appears to not incorporate any form of entrance. The northern portion of the 
linear extends down the slope of a substantial dry valley and is joined from the 

east by an earthwork composed of a bank and ditch originating from a point 
somewhere on the northern slope of Tan Hill between All Cannings 3 and 3. It is 
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undetected on any aerial photographs analysed and is a classic example of how 
this technique often fails to capture features situated on steep slopes. 

All Cannings 4 is undeniably a cross-dyke positioned in such a way as to 
dominate the approach up to the summit of Tan Hill from the east. The downhill 
bank looms over the observer at close quarters even in its present dilapidated 

state. The siting of the earthwork to the immediate west of the round barrows 

again raises the possibility that one of the reasons it was constructed there was 
to indicate the special significance or taboo aspect of such burial mounds: above 
this point no more round barrows are to be found for more than a kilometre. A 

series of small lynchets, almost imperceptible in the rank grass, extend up the 

slope of Tan Hill west of All Cannings 4. Orientated roughly north to south these 

would appear to constitute the remains of a field system although it is difficult to 
date them with any confidence. 

Tan Hill to Allington Down Linear (All Cannings 5). A previously unrecorded 
linear was identified extending from the ridge of Allington Down across the 

summit of Tan Hill and down the southern slope of the latter to disappear at the 

saddle next to Rybury (Fig 2.25). The section north of Wansdyke, on Allington 

Down, is not visible on aerial photographs but stretches of the earthwork, 

preserved as a scarp slope, are clearly visible for example at SU 0838 6519 and 
it seems entirely reasonable, given the close association between this linear and 
an apparently long established routeway, that the course of the bridleway along 
the ridge of Allington Down does follow the line of this linear for at least part of Its 

route. 
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Figure 2.26 All Cannings 5 as it crosses the summit of Tan Hill 

South of the Wansdyke, the linear becomes far more distinct (Fig. 2.26) as it 

crosses the summit of Tan Hill. Comprising a ditch and mutilated bank to the 

east, the earthwork extends from SU 0826 6507 for some 500m, its course 

highlighted by the fenceline running north to south immediately east of the Tan 

Hill summit trig point. The bank, some 7m wide, forms the course of the current 

footpath which traces the route of this linear; the ditch measures some 4m wide 

and 0.50m deep. The earthwork then curves to SU 0828 64569 where it appears 

to descend the slope to the saddle between Rybury and Tan Hill. It is not 

possible to see the course of the linear down the slope because of the damage 

caused by hollow-ways ascending the slope, but at the foot of the slope in the 

saddle between the two hills at SU 4082 6411 a short length of the ditch is clearly 

visible before the earthwork apparently drops down the steep coomb towards the 

site of the All Cannings EIA settlement. 

It is somewhat surprising that this earthwork has been previously ignored given 
the amount of attention given by archaeologists to this area over the past 
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century. The linear is not obvious on aerial photographs held at the NMR unless 

one is aware of its presence, highlighting the value of surveying sites on foot. In 

terms of chronology, it is very difficult to say when this linear was constructed but 

given the superimposition of Wansdyke upon its course, it Is reasonable to 

assume that it is Romano-British in date at the latest and probably earlier In 

origin. In terms of meaning, the association of bridleways, hollow-ways and the 

course of the linear at its southern and northern extremities, down a coomb and 

along a ridge respectively, strongly suggest that it has been used as a routeway 
for a very long period of time and this may have been one of its original purposes 

perhaps linking the apparently contemporary EIA sites at Heather Coomb, All 

Cannings and Allington Down. Currently it also forms the boundary between two 
farms with long histories of land-use continuity and the earthwork does divide the 
flat summit of Tan Hill in two with the larger proportion to the west of the ditch. If 

the linear did have meaning as an indicator of land division or changing status of 
the land, this is not incompatible with its use as a significant north-south 

routeway. Indeed it is possible that the linear simply formalised a long- 

established trackway and made use of its line as an agreed landmark between 

neighbouring groups. 

Bishops Cannings 1 (NMR SU 06 SE 26). This extensive and complex linear Is 

clearly the product of a number of phases of construction (Fig 2.25). It has only 
been possible to investigate the westernmost extremity of this earthwork on foot; 

all other comments are based on aerial photographic analysis and the 

observations contained within the NMR Monument Report. Commencing at SU 
0736 6490, the terminal of the linear perches above a very steep slope, a 
topographical situation very typical of cross-dykes such as Martinsell North, and 
proceeds in an almost easterly direction keeping roughly to the 245m OD contour 
for some 200m before curving up the northern slope of the Tan Hill West spur to 
apparently form an entrance, with the next section of this linear, facilitating 
access onto the top of the spur. A modern track runs up the slope of the spur 
obliquely to cross the linear at this point but the plan of the earthwork seems to 
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suggest the existence of an original entrance at this point, and as we have seen 

elsewhere, it is not uncommon for current tracks to follow the line of much earlier 
ones. That this spur has been subject to prolonged human use is also evidenced 
by the existence of a hollow-way cutting across the westernmost part of this 

section at SU 0745 6492, although it is impossible to say how old the hollow-way 

is. 

The second section of the Bishops Cannings i linear is located between the 

apparent entrance and the point where the Wansdyke crosses its course at SU 

0817 6516. Again for the western part of its course the linear follows a contour 

closely, this time 245m OD before climbing the hill in order to curve towards the 

east. Within this section, two subsidiary linears leave or join the earthwork; the 

first, Bishops Cannings 2 (NMR SU 06 SE 42), meets the Bishops Cannings 1 

linear at SU 0772 6504 and extends for some 250m in a southerly direction 

terminating at SU 0780 6482, again immediately above a very steep slope. This 

linear takes the form of a ditch up to 1.2m deep and 1 Om wide with a possible 
bank to the western or downhill side in places. The linear is associated with a 

round barrow, All Cannings 20 (NMR SU 06 SE 21) which lies some 90m to the 

east. The second linear, Bishops Cannings 8, joins the Bishops Cannings 1 

linear at SU 0809 6516, comprising a ditch and bank which runs downhill to the 

north for some 120m before being covered by the Wansdyke which appears to 

follow its alignment. In terms of their topographical location, these two subsidiary 
linears appear to be quite different but too little survives of the easternmost 

earthwork to make further interpretation. 

The Bishops Cannings 1 linear continues on the northern side of Wansdyke, 

albeit in a diminished form, from SU 0822 6516 to SU 0859 6488, a distance of 

some 160m. The earthwork comprises a ditch with a possible downhill bank. 

The gap at SU 0845 6502, situated in a narrow coomb, would appear to date 
from a period after the construction of the Wansdyke as a gap also appears In its 

course at SU 0835 6498, west of the interruption in the Bishops Cannings 1 
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linear. This final, eastern section of the linear seems to have been laid out in a 
far more haphazard manner to its western counterparts and, perhaps, may 
indicate that the earthwork east of the junction with the subsidiary linear from the 

north at SU 0809 6516 represents a separate period of construction. 

The Bishops Cannings 1 linear appears to be a composite earthwork made up of 

a series of elements. The meaning of these elements and their amalgam 

probably changed over time as additional elements were constructed. This 

implies that the builders of these later earthworks considered it important to 

either add existing linears to their own construction or, alternatively, associate 
their monument with one already long established. The linear, as a whole, 

probably had a number of meanings but it is clearly associated with both solitary 

round barrows (All Cannings 20) and a barrow cemetery (All Cannings 22, 

Bishops Cannings 46,47,48 & 97) an association further strengthened by the 

presence of a series of linears on the western end of the Tan Hill West spur. 
Oswald (2005,155) is right to highlight the unusual concentration of linears at 
this point. 

Bishops Cannings 4. Bishops Cannings 4 comprises a "horizontal" linear, 

apparently unrecorded, very similar in situation to those on the eastern spur (Fig 
2.25). Some 400m long, the earthwork is composed of an uphill scarp slope, a 
ditch now much flattened by the passage of farm traffic and livestock and partial 
remains of a downhill bank. The linear extends across the full western face of 
the spur and appears to have been dug out of the slope of the hill with the spoil 
being used to form the downhill bank. Its northern terminal Is some 30m north of 
the western terminal of the Bishops Cannings 1 linear although subsequent use 
as a track has blurred and confused the earthwork remains at this point. It is not 
clear whether the intersection of the linear's extant southern terminal with the 
parish boundary between Bishop's Cannings and All Cannings actually 
represents the end of the monument or whether It continues down the spur's 
eastern slope. In common with the horizontal linears to the east, this one Is 
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associated with round barrows with four barrows (Bishop's Cannings 46,47,48 & 
97) being situated on the crest of the spur immediately east and uphill from this 

monument. 

Bishops Cannings 5&6. Situated downhill of the small saucer barrow (All 

Cannings 22) straddling the parish boundary, the larger of these two linear 

(Bishop Cannings 5) extends east from SU 0737 6461 to SU 0749 6462, a 
distance of some 115m (Fig 2.25). Located at the point where the spur slope 

becomes increasingly steep prior to reaching the summit, a feature this linear 

shares with All Cannings 4, the linear comprises a ditch with downhill bank. The 

linear is situated in such a way as to be very clearly visible to any observer 

walking up the spur or from further away. Bishops Cannings 6 is a possible 
linear observed only as a slight lynchet some 20m upsiope of Bishops Cannings 

5 and running at a steep angle away from the western end of Bishops Cannings 

5 towards the abandoned chalk pit at SU 0754 6468 although it seems unlikely 
that it is associated with that feature. 

All Cannings 6&7. These two earthworks are both "horizontal" linears, situated 

one above the other on a slight spur on the southern slope of Tan Hill (Fig 2.25). 

Both are composed of a ditch some 5m wide formed by cutting Into the slope with 

a small downhill bank some 4m wide. Both terminate on their eastern sides In a 

small coomb and their location is entirely anomalous unless they were intended 

to attract attention as two white scars running across the steepest slope of Tan 

Hill. A small track extending obliquely up the slope now connects the eastern 
terminals of these earthworks but is probably the product of livestock movement. 

All Cannings 8&9. These cross-dykes situated on the southern spur of Tan 

Hill appear to have no formal entry in the NMR (Fig 2.25). The uphill one of the 

pair, All Cannings 8, has a ditch measuring some 1.5m wide cut into the slope 
with a poorly defined and much spread bank on the downhill side. The uphill 
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section of ditch is a well formed scarp slope. The terminals of the cross-dyke are 
located on the steep slopes on either side of the spur. 

The lower cross-dyke, All Cannings 9, is located at a break in contour between 
the relatively flat top of the spur to the south and the steeper ground to the north. 
lt comprises a downhill bank now some 13 to 21 m wide due to spreading, a ditch 

of some 8m width and an uphill scarp. The central area of the cross-dyke 

appears to have been damaged by chalk or flint extraction. The dimensions of 
the downhill bank suggest it was scarped back towards the ditch perhaps in an 
effort to maximise its visual impact from the south. 

Tan Hill: Discussion. The quantity and complexity of linears found on or In the 

environs of Tan Hill demands explanation, however tentative. It is not possible, 

on the basis of current evidence, to attempt to reconstruct any sort of chronology 
for the construction, currency and redundancy of individual earthworks and so 
the succeeding observations are made purely on the basis of location and 

morphology. Analysis of the distribution of earthworks located on or Immediately 

adjacent to the slopes of Tan Hill, it becomes Immediately clear that there Is a 

strong bias towards the southern, western and northern slopes. The only 

earthwork present to the immediate east of Tan Hill is All Cannings 4, a cross- 
dyke extending across the narrow ridge connecting Tan Hill with All Cannings 

Down and Milk Hill. Both the northern and southern terminals of All Cannings 4 

terminate on very steep slopes. In contrast the gentler, northern slopes are 

crossed by a complex earthwork (Bishops Cannings 1) that incorporates at least 

one original entrance gap and is linked to a series of subsidiary earthworks 
including a cross-dyke (Bishops Cannings 2). The western slopes of Tan Hill are 

generally very steep but where the gradient of the slope lessens or a spur 
facilitates access to the summit, either horizontal linears (All Cannings 6& 7) or 
cross-dykes (All Cannings 8& 9) have been constructed. The disposition of the 

more substantial earthworks found on Tan Hill when combined with the very 
steep slopes found on the flanks of the hill forms an effective "enclosure" of the 
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summit plateau and suggests that part of their builders' intention was to prevent 
access to the highest point of Tan Hill. 

All Cannings Cross Field Systems. An extensive and complex field system, 

visible on aerial photographs, is situated to the west of the All Cannings Cross 

site. A dense network of boundaries, co-axial field systems and hollow-ways is 

apparent for the air located on and around the small knoll at SU 0749 6381. 

Surface collection evidence suggests the soil marks are the product of both Early 

Iron Age and Romano-British activity with extensive pottery scatters present in 

the area. It is possible that the site represents the field systems directly 

associated with the All Cannings Cross site and may also include several 
smaller, Early Iron Age sites. The knoll is overlain by intense Romano-British 

activity including a possible small villa type building making sensible 
interpretation of the Early Iron Age substrate difficult. 

Allington Knoll. Located in a very similar position to the All Cannings Cross 

field systems and lying approximately 1.6 km to the south-west, evidence of a 
late prehistoric field system is preserved in the parish boundary to the east of 
Allington Knoll. Aerial photographic evidence is lacking for this site but the strong 

association with the Allington Bridge black-earth site and the characteristic field 

pattern preserved in the parish boundary suggest the presence of a field system 
on this knoll. 

Patney Hill. Something of an island in one of the lower, damper parts of the 
Vale, the northern and southern flanks of Patney Hill feature a series of lynchets. 
These indicate the former presence of a late prehistoric field system now overlain 
on the eastern part of the hill by a massive series of medieval lynchets. These 
fields may well be associated with the Early Iron Age site to the north of Marden 

although it seems likely that a contemporary settlement site must have existed In 
the vicinity of Patney Hill. 
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