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One of the most welcome recent developments in the study of Greek tragedy has been the editorial activity that has 

allowed us to appreciate those tragedies that have come down to us in fragmentary form. Figures from the extant plays, 

such as Aeschylus’ Clytemnestra, Sophocles’ Antigone, and Euripides’ Medea have dominated our conception of tragic 

women for centuries, forming the basis of seminal work on the ancient representation of gender, sexuality, and the 

family. But what would happen if we replaced these paradigmatic figures with characters from the fragments: Niobe, 

Procne, Praxithea, Antiope, and Ino, to name but a few? How might current approaches illuminate these texts, and, 

conversely, how might these characters offer fresh perspectives on familiar questions? By taking the vantage point of 

the playwrights’ entire oeuvres, we hope to provoke a fundamental reassessment of approaches to female characters in 

Greek tragedy. 
  
  
Friday 8th July 
10:00-10:30     Registration and Coffee 
  
10:30-10:45     Welcome 
  
10:45-11:30     Lyndsay Coo, University of Bristol: ‘Fragmented sisterhood’. 
11:30-12:15     Bob Cowan, University of Sydney: ‘When mothers turn bad … The perversion of the maternal ideal in 

  the fragments of Sophocles’. 
12:15-13:00     Erika Weiberg, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill: ‘Class anxiety in “The Girl’s Tragedy”: the 

  rape plots of Euripides’ fragmentary tragedies’. 
  
13:00-14:00     Lunch 
  
14:00-14:45     Marco Catrambone, Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa: ‘Female speech and fragments’. 
14:45-15:30     Fiona McHardy, University of Roehampton: ‘Female violence in Greek tragic fragments’. 
  
15:30-16:00     Coffee 
  
16:00-16:45     Alan Sommerstein, University of Nottingham: ‘Women in love in the fragmentary plays of Sophocles’. 
16:45-17:45     Helene Foley, Barnard College, Columbia University: ‘Heterosexual bonding in the fragments of  

  Euripides’. 
  
18:00               Drinks Reception 
19:00               Conference Dinner 
  
  
Saturday 9th July 
9:30-10:15       Lucia Athanassaki, University of Crete: ‘The fragmented priestess of Athena Polias in   

  Euripides’ Erechtheus’. 
10:15-11:00     Patrick Finglass, University of Nottingham: ‘“. . . soul . . . terrible, o wretched . . . unhappy”: the song 

  of Euripides’ Ino’. 
  
11:00-11:30     Coffee 
  
11:30-12:15     Anna Uhlig, University of California, Davis: ‘δελφινηρὸν πεδίον πόντου: staging   

  Aeschylus’ Nereides’. 
12:15-13:00     Luigi Battezzato, University of Piemonte Orientale: ‘Pasiphae in Euripides (Cretans fr. 472e)’. 
  
13:00-14:00     Lunch 
  
14:00-14:45     Matthew Wright, University of Exeter: ‘Other Medeas’. 
14:45-15:30     Niall Slater, Emory University: ‘Europa revisited: an experiment in characterization?’ 
  
15:30-16:00     Coffee and close 
  



To register for the conference, please use the booking website. Through this site you can also book, if required, a 

place at the conference dinner on Friday 8th, and/or accommodation at the University of Nottingham. 

http://store.nottingham.ac.uk/browse/extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=2&deptid=9&catid=8&prodid=706&searchre

sults=1.  

For those currently registered as graduate students, we are pleased to offer (in addition to the reduced conference fee) 

a number of bursaries. To apply, please send a short CV (two pages maximum) and covering letter explaining why 

participation in the conference would be helpful to your studies to patrick.finglass@nottingham.ac.uk. Early 

applications are recommended. 

Any questions about the conference may be directed to the organisers, Lyndsay Coo (l.coo@bristol.ac.uk) and Patrick 

Finglass (patrick.finglass@nottingham.ac.uk). 

The conference is generously supported by the Leverhulme Trust. We gratefully acknowledge in addition a 

contribution from the Institute of Greece, Rome and the Classical Tradition at the University of Bristol. 
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