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pituitam cum bile, alii cum sanguine mixtam, Alii sanguinem crudum et aquosum, alii serum, alii 
omnes hos humores admittunt. 
 
IX. 
Breviter ut rem hic complectamur, causam antecedentem, huius affectus esse humorem serosum, 
non tamen aqueum, sed salsum et acrem, et (ut Chymici appellant) Tartareum, statuimus. Serum 
non solum esse humorem aqueum antiqui agnoverunt, morsu carentem, sed mordacem et 
erodentem, qui scilicet, (ut iterum Neoterici Chymici loquuntur) spirituum salinorum naturam 
refert, et propterea partes sentientes pungit, et acutissimos dolores in iis excitat. 
 
X.  
Omnes tumores, et collectio humorum in aliqua parte praeter naturam duobus modis fiunt, vel 
per congestionem, qua humor sensim in parte colligitur et cumulatur; vel per affluxum et subito. 
Priorem modum in Arthritide locum habere non putamus. 
 
XI. 
Pars mandans, quoad generationem, est Cerebrum, Ventriculus, hepar, Lien, et eiusmodi aliae 
partes, quae quoquo modo debilitatae uberrimum proventum pravorum humorum producere 
solent. Non tamen proxime illa ventriculi coctio laesa ad Arthritidem facit, sed Cerebri, Iecoris, 
et Lienis Vitium accedat, necesse est. 
 
XII.  
Causae Procatarcticae sunt quaecumque ad generationem materiae humorem producentis, vel ad 
articulorum et viscerum debilitationem faciunt, vel humores latentes movent et in actum 
deducunt. Hinc Aer frigidus et humidus, frigidorum, humidorumque alimentorum immoderatus 
usus, victus plenior et liberalior, largiorque potus intempestive, nec dum priore concocto 
sumptus. Omnis deniq(ue); satietas et ingluties: vita sedentaria, et in otio deses, somnus longus et 
profundus, praecipue a cibo: Vita sine curis, sine studiis et cum maerore acta multum ad huius 
generationem faciunt. 
 
XIII. 
Etsi hae enarratae causae sint satis validae, tamen prae caeteris ómnibus efficacissimae sunt 
Veneris exercitium immoderatum. Quippe cum testiculis nostris magna affinitas intercedat cu(m) 
partibus principalioribus. Vini liberalior usus, quod plurimo tartaro abundat, hic etiam largiter 
facit. Hinc eius amatores, non sine magno cruciatu, eius rei luculentum perhibent testimonium. 
 
XIV.  
Partes recipientes hic sunt articuli, et Pedum praecipue. Hic enim dolor pedes, et quidem maxime 
ac primum plerumque pollicem pedis, invadit. Nam natura quantum potest, humores vitiosos ad 
extremas et remotas partes depellere solet: suntque pedes a caloris fonte remotiores, et magis in 
motu, per quem humores ad eos tracti delabuntur. 
 
XV.  
Ut plurimum hoc accidit, non vero Semper. In quibusdam incipit In manu, quibusdam in Genu, 
quibusdam in aliis articulis.  
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XVI. 
Vias si consideremus, per quas in articulos humor influat, facile percipiemus, materiam in venis 
et arteriis contineri, et ex iis in articulos effundi, ratio est, eo quod hic affluxus subito fit, quod 
non nisi per venas et arterias accidere potest. Hucusque de causis. 
 
XVII.  
Iam sequuntur signa Diagnostica, quae haec sunt. Aegri conqueruntur de dolore circa articulos in 
pedibus, manibus, genibus, et aliis partibus, tibus, cui postea accedit tumor, rubor, et plerumque 
Febris. Hinc aegri siti vexantur, pulsusque mutatur, urinae fiunt rubicundiores, quae saepe in 
principio sunt aqueae. Vigiliae, viriumque deiectio, aliaque symptomata. Si Arthritis diu duret et 
saepius aegrum affligat, tándem Tophiet Nodi, e crassiore serosi seu pituitosi humoris parte, 
sponte etiam ad coagulationem tendente, in articulis generantur. In Ischiadico dolore, tumor, 
calor et rubor non apparent, quia locus affectus est in profundo, et quia eius loci summa cutis 
venis conspersa est. 
 
XVIII. 
In recensendis signis, quibus causarum differentiae, et humores diversi discernantur, plerique 
Medici sunt satis prolixi, et operose recensent signa Arthritidis ex sanguine, bile, pituita et 
atrabile. Verum cum isti humores artritidem proprie non excitent, sed saltem vel ab humore, qui 
Arthritidis causa est, agitati vel dolore partis affectae attracti; ad partem affectam confluant, hoc 
labore hic supersedebimus. 
 
XIX. 
Quo ad Prognosin. I. Arthirtis plerumque morbus per se nec acutus nec lethalis est, etsi vires a 
doloribus et vigiliis multum debilitantur. II. Arthritici saepe diu vivunt, et senectutem attingunt, 
ea de causa, quod natura humores vitiosos, ex quibus alii morbi periculosiores progenerari 
poterant, ad articulos per certa intervalla protrudit, aque ita partes principes vitiosis humoribus 
liberat. III. Si periculosae inflammationes vel perniciosae Febres accedant, vel natura succumbat, 
ut humores vitiosos amplius expellere no(n) possit, aeger tum de vita periclitatur. IV. Si cum 
vehementi articulorum dolore coniungantur delirium, tremor cordis, difficultas anhelitus, ac 
sudor frigidus, et pulsus parvus, aegrum moriturum indicio est. V. Etsi vero Arthritis plerumque 
morbus lethalis non est, curatu tamen difficilis est. VI. Quicumque aut senes sunt, aut circa 
articulos, callos, tophosque concretos habent, aut aerumnose vivunt, aut siccam alvum habent, hi 
curari non possunt, Hippocrat(is). 3. praedict(is). VII. Quibus haereditaria est Arthritis, vix 
umquam ab ea integre liberantur, et si velint liberari, longe exactiore diaeta et exactiore 
medicamentorum usu opus habent, quam alii. VIII. Si Podagricis varices supervenerint, solvitur 
Podagra, ut ait Avicenna.  
 
XX. 
Postquam nunc causas et signa vidimus, restat, ut iam recte ad therapiam deveniamus. Consistit 
autem curatio in duobus: primum est, ut praesens paroxysmus cum omnibus sumptomatibus, 
quae aegro arthritide laboranti molesta sunt, tollatur, Alterum est, ut praecaveatur, ne 
paroxysmus semel sublatus redeat. 
 
XXI. 
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Paroxysmi amotio in causae ablatione et doloris lenitione. Perfecta autem curatio in causarum 
morbificarum abolitione consistit, attamen si dolor inprimis molestus est, is interdum etiam, 
causa paulisper omissa, leniendus. 
 
XXII. 
Humores ad partem affectam ruentes, non solum alio avocandi, atque avertendi, sed e corpore 
evacuandi sunt venae sectione, si vires ferant, et nihil prohibeat. Venae sectionis vicariae possunt 
esse cucurbitulae cum scarificatione, aut Hirudines venis haemorrhoidalibus, si iis aeger laborat, 
si eae commode promineant, appositae. 
 
XXIII. 
His revulsionibus per sanguinis evacuationem factis, instituenda est, purgatio Medicamentis apris 
ad humores serosos, ichorosos biliosos et etiam alios, si opus sit, evacuandos, Qualia sunt 
Manna, Mechoacan, senna, semen carthami, Iallopium. In fortioribus usum habent Elaterium. 
Elect(io). E succo Rosarum. Elect(io) Caryocost(o). Huc etiam maxime faciunt pilulae Cocciae: 
aureae, arthriticae, pil(ulae) lucis. pil(ulae) de chamaepitide Mathioli: Extractum Catholicum et 
similia, si modo tam vehementia aegri vires ferant. Neque hic expectanda est coctio humorum, 
cum humores iam in motu sint ac tenues, et naturam turgentium referant, ergo statim purgandi. 
Deinde si humores sint nimis calidi et acres temperari possunt iusculis alteratis cichorio, endivia, 
taraxaco, Portulaca, Acetosa. Praeparantia et purgantia non raro aliquoties repetenda sunt, et 
facto a mitioribus initio, ad fortiora progrediendum. Porro non modo quae per alvum, sed et quae 
per vomitum fit purgatio, arthriticis auxiliatur. Veteres quippe omnes in huius morbi tum 
praecautione, tum curatione vomitum valde commendarunt, quia vomitu fit humorum 
pituitosorum, serosorum et biliosorum exclusio et diversio. 
 
XXIV. 
Praeter haec communia non pauci ad hydrotica, diaphoretica, diuretica menses et haemorrhoides, 
si suppresae sint, moventia, ut illius causam per habitum corporis digerant, et per urinam 
serosorum humorum cursum ab articulis divertant, accedunt. Ergo in iusculis radices Oxalidis, 
petroselini, Asparagi graminis et similia iucoquentur, et arthriticis exhibentur. Sudores 
tempestive moventur decocto ligni Sancti, Sassafras, salsae parillae, chinae, et aliis hidroticis 
cum iis commixtis.  
 
XXV.  
Corpore hoc modo evacuato, iam ad doloris lenitionem ac tumoris ablationem, adeoque Topica 
accedendum: Dolor plerumque in hoc morbo gravissimum symptoma est, aegris 
molestissimu(m), ergo leniendus est dolor Anodinis. Si Anodina non sufficerint usurpanda 
Narcotica, in usu tamen Opiatorum non diu persistendum, cum calido nativo et nervis sint 
inimica. Initio tumoris repellentia, quae adstringendi vi humorem aliunde in articulos influentem 
retro compellant usurpanda. Post repellentium usum ad discutientia veniendum. 
 
XXVI.  
Novae materiae generatio prohibetur, partim bona diaetae ratione, quae in recto sex rerum non 
naturalium usu constitit, partim medicamentis Antipodagricis, quae ipsum Epar, eiusque 
intemperiem corrigunt, quae articulos roborant, ne materiam afluentem facile recipiant. Hinc 
praecautionem Arthritidis, non minus, quam curationem necessariam esse constat. 
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XXVII. 
Tandem si iis doloribus Arthriticis aeger sit obnoxius affigenda est fontanella, per quam humor 
peccans perpetuo exire possit. Quod si mensium suppressio vel haemorrhoidum morbum fovere 
videatur, affige fontanellam cruri. Si cerebrum in causa sit, affige bracchio: et sic omnia pro re 
nata a prudenti Medico sunt instituenda.  
 
FINIS 
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In short, all excesses and greed, a sedentary lifestyle and lack of sport, long and deep sleep and 
above all, because of food; a life without measure nor concern and based on sadness leads to the 
illness rearing its head.  
 
XIII. 
And though these causes explained are sufficiently valid, however, before all other the most 
triggering of all is too much love making. In effect, there is a great affinity between our testicles 
and the main areas. It is clear that drinking too much wine, which is abundant in tartar, also 
provokes it. So that wine lovers will demonstrate clear evidence of this, not without great pain.  
 
XIV.  
The receiving parts here are the joints and, above all, the feet. Here, in effect, the pain fills the 
feet and, above all, firstly and with greater frequency the big toe. And so, nature pushes as much 
as possible the malignant humours to the most extreme and set-apart areas. And the feet are the 
most distant parts from the source of heat, even more so in movement, and as a result the 
humours are transported towards them.  
 
XV.  
Although this may happen frequently it does not, however, always happen. In some people it 
begins in the hand, in others in the knee and in others in the other joints.  
 
XVI. 
If we consider the channels through which the humour flows towards the joints, we will easily 
realise that the matter is contained in veins and arteries and from these is distributed towards the 
joints, where it is explained why this flow occurs so quickly, since it could not happen if it were 
not through the veins and arteries. And now from here onto the causes.  
 
XVII.  
Now we will continue with the symptoms, which are as follows: sufferers complain of a pain 
around the joints of feet, hands, knees and other parts to which the swelling, redness and almost 
always fever comes later. From here, sufferers are thirsty, their heart rate changes and their urine 
becomes reddish, which should always in principle be watery.  
Sleeplessness, loss of energy and others things are the symptoms. If arthritis persists for a long 
time and affects the sufferer frequently, hard points and knots are generated in the joints 
ultimately from the thickest area of the serous and phlegmatic humour, which also tends to 
coagulate in the joints.  
In hip pain, swelling, heat and redness does not occur, since it is the deepest part of the area that 
is affected and because the outside skin of this area is full of veins.  
 
XVIII. 
When weighing up the signs that allow us to understand the different causes and different 
humours, most doctors are quite meticulous and consider the signs of arthritis in detail from the 
blood, yellow bile, phlegm and black bile.  
Now, given that these humours are not actually what lead to arthritis, but rather, moved by the 
humour that is the real cause of arthritis and transported with pain from the affected area, they 
flow towards the affected area, we will leave this matter out here.  







 

22 

XXVI.  
Ensuring that a new substance is not generated can be done, on the one hand, through a good 
diet, which in its strict adherence consists of six natural substances, and on the other hand, with 
antipodagric medicines, which correct the liver itself and its imbalance and strengthen the joints, 
so that they are less receptive to the flow of this substance.  
It is clear that is necessary to prevent arthritis no less than it is to cure it.  
 
XXVII. 
Finally, if the sufferer complains of these arthritic pains, a fontanella through which the 
malignant humour can flow out forever should be affixed. And if supressing menstruation or 
haemorrhoids might assist the illness, attach the fontanella to the calf. If it is the brain is in the 
cause, attach it to the arm: and in this way the doctor should do all of this if the illness returns.   
 
END. 
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certainly will be granted no ordinary medicine can do. Moreover, this seldom failing spirit, is so 
highly prepared, that it will continue good, and work as well beyond the Line, and in the Indies 
as in England: so that when you have found many medicines to be spoyled, either by long 
voyages, or great heat, you will find this always the same, not frozen by the North Pole, nor 
fermented under the Equinoctial-Line, and therefore not unworthy the cognisance and use of the 
honest Chyrurgion. 
 
 The stone in the reins or kidneys, or clotted blood and other matter, oft-times got into the 
passages leading to the bladder, stirs up great pains, sometimes wind alone doth it, as it is seen 
by taking things that break wind, the urine comes freely. 
  
 This medicine powerfully breaks the wind, dissolves the blood clotted, or any other 
matter, so that with a little use you would find the sluces free, and with your urine the matter 
plainly to be seen in the pot, that was the cause of your pain. 
  

Children and young folks are most troubled with the stone in the bladder, the elder in the 
reins: though it be in the bladder, if taken in the beginning, this will dissolve it, and bring it away 
with a little use; but if the stone be great, and of a long continuance, in this case, as in all 
distempers that have much matter, and of a long standing, wherby nature is over-burdened with 
the disease, so as she is ready to yield, and change life for death; let any boast what they will, it 
must be by a constant use, that by degrees may take away the cause, and in time make a perfect 
cure. 
 
 Women are troubled with several ailes, men are not subject to, as mother fits, stoppage of 
the moneths, and maidens to a desire of eating chalk, oatmeal, ashes, or the like, which often 
causes the greensickness etc. Both mother and maids by that time have taken a bottle of this 
drink, will not only find their distempers removing, but so far cured, that they will by a just 
experience, give a greater commendation of it, than at this time shall be said for it: only let me 
add, it doth so much comfort those parts belonging to generation, that by good reason I could 
make appear, it takes away most causes of barrenness. 
 
 Lastly: children, besides the stone, are troubled with the head-ach, loosenesses, and too 
often with the rickets; the last is chiefly procured by ill-nursing, squatting of them, and not 
giving them tendance, but some are apt to the rickets form a natural weakness. The signes are 
heaviness of the head, and bigger than usual, weakness in the leggs and knees, knotted about the 
wrists, the belly hard and sometime swelled. This pleasant drink, gently purgeth off the 
offending matter, whereby the belly grows soft, the head less, and adds strength to the weak 
limbs, so that in a small time, you will find the child begin to go, who before sate like a logg.  
 
The manner how to use this Health-procuring spirit 
 To children of a year old or under, begin with a quarter of a spoonful, or less, in half a 
spoonful of ale; give it at night, as they go to rest; bit if their stomacks are full, give it after their 
first sleep, or in the morning, you may safely give it at any time, if they have not lately sucked or 
fed, after taking it, let them have nothing for an hour or two. 
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 To children of two, three, or four years old, begin with half a spoonful at night going to 
bed, and half a spoonful in the morning, increase it every night and morning a little, as you find it 
work: note, some children or two years old will require as much as others of three or four. 
Therefore if they be weak, begin with a little; and if it works 3 or 4 times, continue that quantity; 
in stronger, if it work, 5 or 6 it is not the worse. 
 
 To children from 5 to 7 or 8, you may begin with near a spoonful night and morning. 
From 8 to 12 give at first a spoonful at night and a spoonful and an half in the morning, 
increasing a little night and morning till it works 4 or 5 times. If with any it works much more, 
abate a little at night and morning. 
 
 From 13 years of age to 18 give a spoonful and an half at night, and as much in the 
morning. Men and women also that are easie to be wrought on, may begin with that quantity. 
The strong may take at first two spoonfulls at night, and two in the morning, encreasing to four, 
always minding for young or old, to add, or diminish, as it works, more or less, accounting three 
or four stooles for the weak, six or thereabouts enough for the strong. 
 
 Yet you must consider when it works much by urine and carrys off matter that way, as 
sometimes it doth, look then not for many stools, nor increase it beyond the quantity that usually 
works; for this medicine assists nature several ways in her own actings, so that the disease may 
in a manner insensibly be overcome, and you find health procured, without the trouble of often 
purging. 
 
 Let children of an year or two old take it as afore directed with ale; any other may take it 
alone, or mix it with half as much ale or posset-drink, as it is liked best. 
 
 In all distempers, where there be no sudden fits, begin with half at night, going to rest, 
having not eaten three or four hours afore; the other part as early in the morning as you will, 
except it work very quickly, so as you cannot stay till morning, which will happen but to a few, if 
so, begin not to take it till after the first sleep, or till morning, fasting after it always 2 or 3 hours; 
then drink a little strong ale warm, broth, posset-drink, watergruel as you please. 
 

You may safely go about any business, for this will not make ill and dull, but strengthen 
and enliven the faculties. 
 
 In any fits of the wind, mother, convulsions, falling-sickness, or the like, give it as soon 
as you can, holding them upright; but to take away the cause, and make a lasting cure, give it 
every night and morning, for a considerable time, and remember, at spring and fall to prevent 
any return, by fortifying your body, and carrying off any matter, that should be generating, by a 
little use of this spirit. 
 
 In falls and bruises, give of this presently, and it will carry off the exravasated (or 
bruised) blood which oft-times causes swellings, apostemations; also this strengthens the parts 
whereby several ill consequences are prevented. Mind, after two days taking you rest a day; or 
after three days taking together, you rest two days, and then take again, and so rest again by 
turns. 
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Appendix 3 - Transcription John Pordage, Innocencie appearing, through the dark mists of 

pretended guilt (London: Giles Calvert, 1655). 

 
Transcription made from the British Library Copy.  
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To his Highness the Lord PROTECTOR, and to his Honourable Council. 
 

My Lord, and you of the Councel, 
I am moved here, humbly to present you with one piece of the Councel of God, which concerns 
the disposing of the external condition of his Saints, who of all people, are most near and dear to 
him: For they are his anointed ones, his first-born, his blessed seed in the midst of States and 
Kingdoms; what are Christians, but the parts and members of Christ? They are as the very apple 
of his eye, his Jewels, his Prophets, and Royal Priesthood. And hath not Gods care and protection 
of his people, in all ages been most eminent, though few for number, though weak for power, and 
contemptible for their outward state and condition? Yet by his omnipotency hath he preserved 
them in the midst of devouring Lyons. And hath not Gods proceedings with all States, Nations, and 
Kingdoms, with all Kings, Emperors, Rulers and Governors, been according to their dealing with 
his people and their Families: If they have dealt gently with them, and have suffered them to dwell 
quietly amongst them, their Thrones have been established in mercy; but when they have dealt 
unkindly and rigidly with them, it hath been their ruine. It is not simply the having of Gods Saints, 
nor the multitude of them, nor the best of them amongst you; but it is your using of them kindly, 
and your countenancing of them, which is your best and most considerable interest: Even as it is 
the greatest danger to Rulers, and to the interest of Government, to deal cruelly and unjustly with 
them; who being as the salt of the earth, keep it from corruption and ruine. Now this truth you 
shall find clearly held forth throughout the whole Scripture, that as States and Kingdoms have 
prospered by their care and protection of the Saints, so have they been broken in pieces through 
their cruel dealings with them. Remember the four Kings overthrown by Abraham, remember 
Edom and Tyre, with the Assirian, Grecian, Persian, and Roman Empires; was it not for their 
Tyrannies, cruelties, oppressions, persecutions, and for their rigid and cruelly severe usage of 
Gods Saints, that they were destroyed? I beseech you consider what a great body of Saints is 
committed to your care in this Nation; by these I mean not one party of men, for I could not 
express the title of Saints to any one Sect or Society of men, but apply it to all that are called, 
chosen, and faithfull, who shew their interest in Christs death and resurrection, by their conformity 
to his pattern and example; these are your richest treasure, and your highest interest. If then the 
Saints of England are the best strength and interest of England, O then maintain, defend, and 
preserve this interest, by cherishing and countenancing of them, by suffering them in their various 
waies and appearances, freely and comfortably to serve and enjoy God. 

 
Be like Cyrus, Gods anointed Chirub, stretching your wings of tenderness and protection 

over all good people, that none may have cause to complain, or mourn through oppression. 
 
Consider that it is the will of God that the Saints should live a godly and a peaceable life 

under Magistrates. This they are to pray for, and this is their due, according to the Law of God, 
and the light of nature; the first of which commands us to love our neighbours as our selves; the 
second, to do to others, what we would have done to us again. In what these two meet, they make 
up but one Law, which is the will of God; which ought to be the only rule, both of your publick 
and privat actions for in the performing of this only, you will find the true peace and tranquility of 
spirit. 

For a Christians will is perfected no where but in the will of God; and nothing creates 
perplexity and disquietness of spirit, but the contrariety of motion betwixt the will of God and the 
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will of man: For when mans will runs cross to Gods will, he fights against his Maker, and brings 
trouble, guilt and misery upon himself. 
 

How cautious then ought you (especially who sit in the high places of Government) to be 
in the creating and making of Laws, which are of publick influence and concernment, lest you 
publickly oppose the will and interest of God, especially in reference to the freedom and just 
liberty of the Saints, which is a thing of very great moment, and that which is tenderly eyed by our 
most wise God. 
 

Now these things I have been pressed in my spirit to present to your Highness and your 
Councel, first, in regard there have been, and still are so many parties on foot, who designe and 
carry on their own particular interests; some of which make it their work to insinuate and creep 
into the favour of the Highest Powers, to draw them to countenance their particular interests, and 
discountenance others whom they have an antipathy against, though it may be, far more innocent 
and righteous then themselves; and really, to give such men much power and liberty, who are so 
much confined to people of their own stamp and model, and so ready to entrench upon the just 
freedom and liberty of others, is neither safe nor reasonable. 

 
In that you have made an Ordinance for the Ejecting of Scandalous and Ignorant 

Ministers, which by the abuse of it, hath been, and still is made an Engine of persecution, to 
condemn Saints, and throw them out of their Estates and livelihoods; and really I cannot see what 
else was like to come of it; it being intrusted into the hands of many fierce, rigid, narrow spirited 
men, who have in some things a kind of unlimited arbitrary power; as in their Judgement of 
Ignorance and Insufficiency, and this without any Appeal for the redress of those who may be 
unjustly condemned and ejected by them. Now what sad inconveniences may yet flow from this 
Ordinance thus established is apparent, by considering the rigid temper of those Commissioners 
who are most active, and the late practices of some of them, against those who in spiritual 
knowledg, and a holy conversation, are beyond themselves. And in truth you will find by 
experience, that the Commissioners, who are most active, will, as they now do, and have done 
already, I say will turn the edge of their power against those that enjoy any glorious discoveries of 
God, above and beyond their systemes and forms of Doctrine, and judge those Scandalous and 
Ignorant, that differ from them in judgement, though they be of ever so holy a conversation. And 
thus many pretious Saints will lie under the misery of Ejectment, pretended scandal and 
ignorance, because they see not by the same measure of light, nor believe in one proportion of 
faith, nor give such interpretations and glosses of Scripture as suit to their darkness: And thus the 
civil power received from God for the punishment of evil doers, is, and will be used against the 
more spiritual administrations of God, and the all-glorious Spirit of Revelation, pure Wisdom, and 
Prophecy must be made subject to the Laws, Ordinances, Forms, Measures, and Wils of men: And 
is not this to limit the holy one of Israel? And will not the establishment of such Laws, left to the 
arbitrary use of such Judges, without any further appeal, destroy that due Libeity, both civil and 
spiritual, which is the best Interest of States and Nations? How much then doth it concern you, 
who are entrusted with the Government of this Nation, seriously and speedily to reflect upon, and 
consider the Ordinance, and those in whose hand it is put, being it hath been, is, and is like further 
to be made use of against the Saints of the most high; I say, how much doth it concern you, by 
reflecting upon these things, to make some speedy redress, either by limiting the arbitrary Power 
of the Commissioners, and granting an Appeal, or breaking and nulling the Ordinance. And that 
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there is great reason for the speedy performance of some such thing, will appear by looking into 
the subsequent Relation of my Tryal, in which you may see envy and subtilty meeting in my 
accusations, partiality and prejudice appearing in managing the Examinations, with injustice and 
cruelty concurring in sentence and condemnation. And I really believe, had you seen this true 
Narration of my Case, before I had appealed for a re-hearing, it would have been so different 
from these false and abusive insinuations of my enemies (by which they have subtilly endeavoured 
to prejudice you, and all others against me) and so much tending to clear my innocency, that 
certainly you would have favoured a righteous Cause and me so much, as to have granted a re-
hearing. But my addresses have yet been frustrate, and my Petition rejected; but upon what 
grounds, is best known to your consciences. I must here therefore take the boldness (being pressed 
in my spirit, by reflecting upon the cause of God, the just interests of many Saints, and your own 
good) to put you in mind of those solemn protestations and engagements, made before this present 
Government, and of that solemn and publick Oath, taken at the beginning of this Government, to 
see Law and Iustice equally administred, and the Saints due Interests and Liberty preserved, and of 
some passages in your Highnesses late Speech, viz. 

 
That you desired not to keep the Government any longer then you may preserve England in 

its just Rights, and may protect the people of God in a just Liberty of their consciences. And that it 
is your glory that you know a cause, which yet you have not lost, but do hope you shall take a little 
pleasure rather to lose your life, then lose; which Cause your Highness had before expressed, to be 
the interest of those who have an interest in a better world, and their liberty to worship with the 
freedome of their consciences, and freedome in their Estates and persons. 

 
Now these Engagements, Protestations, and Declarations, are eminently good 

and righteous, and worthy to be recorded in Characters of Gold, to be seriously reviewed by you, 
and I hope may prove instrumental to stirr you up to the taking of some course (in reference to the 
Ordinance for Ejecting of Ministers; made by you) which may be suitable to, and correspond with 
all these open protestations, and solemn ingagements. For, whether the leaving it, as now it is 
established without any appeal, though in point of the greatest injury; I say, whether the leaving of 
it so, be not contrary to the former protestations, I appeal to your own consciences. For when 
subordinate Governors shal turn the edge of it against the meek lambs of Christs Fold, who walk 
faithfully before God, and righteously toward their neighbour, and make use of it to ruine them 
and their Families against the Law of this Nation, the rule of equity, and the just liberty of mens 
consciences and persons: I say, when these things are so, and yet no Appeal admitted by the higher 
Powers for redress, 'tis clear that Iustice is not equally administred, and neither 
the Spiritual nor Civil right of Christians preserved. And truely if this should continue, some of 
the dear Saints of God would find their conditions more sad (as to this particular) then it was in 
the time of the Bishops Persecutions, when there were Courts of Appeal for those that were 
oppressed and injured, and would be driven as in those times to seek 
their bread from strangers, and live in howling Wildernesses, and be otherwise abused and made 
the scorn of the Nation. And truely there be some already, who are of sound Principles, and an 
unblameable conversation, that are persecuted as Blasphemers, and evil doers, and so oppressed 
by those, who in the Bishopstimes cryed out for Liberty, as then oppressed themselves: 
The baseness and evil of which practice, your Highnese condemns in your late Speech. Except 
then, that you and your Councel either break the power of those fierce men, or grant an Appeal to 
some of more large and tender spirits, all the evils and hainous sins, which cannot but be 
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committed in the persecuting, condemning, and ejecting some of Gods precious 
Saints, must unavoidably revolve and bring guilt upon you all, because they act from your power, 
and may be strained when you please. But whatever you shall hereafter act in reference to this 
(though many cannot but expect either the nulling or limiting the Ordinance by an Appeal) I have 
discharged my conscience in presenting these things to be considered of in reference to your 
own happiness, and the good of others, who may (by sufferings) be concerned in it, as also 
performed my duty, (as to my own Case) in appealing to you, and presenting my grievance, in 
expectation of redress; but whether the present necessity and justness of my cause, did not call for 
more then a rejection of my due request, let all sober Christians and your own consciences judge. 
And I pray God this denial be not laid to your charge in the day of visitation. And if you yet persist 
in the resolutions of granting me no Appeal, and giving me wholly up to 
the oppression and cruelty of my enemies, I shall appeal to the 
great Iudge of men and Angels, resigning my self and Family into his hand, who (I hope) will deal 
more mercifully with you in the time of his Iudgement, then you have yet with me and mine in the 
time of our distress: Which is the cordial and sincere desire of, 

Your Servant in the love, and under the Cross of Christ, JOHN PORDAGE. 
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To my Judges the Commissioners, and their Assistants the Ministers. 
Gentlemen, Remember Christs command, Judge not, that ye be not judged. But ye have 

judged already, and therefore must be your selves judged. The same measure you have given me, 
shall once be retaliated to you your selves, when their unjust sentence and proceedings, come to 
be weighed in the just ballance of the Lord, who hath certainly a great controversie, with those 
who pretend Iustice, and call upon his name, yet deal unjustly, and persecute his nature, appearing 
in his children. I shall desire you therefore to forbear your persecutions, as much for your own 
sakes, as for those who do and may lye under the scourge of it, for they will assuredly draw 
judgements upon you, and cry aloud in the ears of Jehovah, for due vengeance. You know God did 
not bring that last and utter desolation upon the Nation of the Iews, until they had filled up the 
measure of their sins, by conspiring against, and murthering Christ, and his Disciples after his 
death, under the pretence of zeal, and Gods-service. Now what is done to the least of his, is done 
to Christ himself: And are not you found doing the same work with those who killed the Prophets, 
and stoned those who were sent to them? For, as much as in you lay, you have slain those who are 
the annointed of Christ, and so have condemned him in his members, and overclowded him with 
all manner of reproaches and railing-accusations. Remember the four Kings overthrown by 
Abraham: and was it not because they had led captive one Saint, even righteous Lot. The Heathen 
Princes little thought what a prisoner they had, they took him in the croud amongst the most 
wicked of People, yet God was so tender of him, that he was delivered, and they that took him 
ruined; being forced to part with his person and goods, which they had unjustly taken away, and 
many of them with their own lives. For the Lord knows how to deliver the righteous, and reserve 
the wicked to the day of vengeance. O remember this you that drive so furiously against the pure 
Life of God, imbodied in his Saints. Take heed lest this your persecution proves a National sin, and 
brings guilt upon all who thorow mistakes or otherwise permit or countenance it, how was 
Abimelech and his Family punished for his unjust, though involuntary, prejudicing of Abraham? 
and how had the whole Nation suffered, had he not repented and returned Sarah? How graciously 
did God deal with Joseph, after the execution of his Brethrens malice, in preferring of him, and 
making him a preserver to those who had dealt so cruelly with him? And certainly the time is at 
hand, when the Saints who have been judged and condemned for their Testimony to truth, as 
Hereticks, and evil doers shall judge the world, and possess the kingdom, and shall have power 
over the Nations, to execute judgement and righteousness in the earth; but I mean not in a fleshly 
way of force and violence with the material sword, but in a spiritual manner, by the power and 
Majesty of Gods Holy Spirit, which must destroy Antichrist that man of sin, that hath so long sate 
in the Temple of God, as God. This day will destroy and break your power, by and from which you 
have unrighteously sentenced me. And I may ask you, for which of my good works have you 
condemned me? Though I know you are ready to answer me, as the Iews did Christ; Not for thy 
good works, but because thou art a Blasphemer. Was not Christ thus judged as an evil doer, though 
he never committed any evil? Was he not condemned as a blasphemer and a Conjurer? And was 
not the Civil and Ecclesiastical powers combined, in his condemnation? Pontius Pilate, and the 
High Priest ,with the Scribes and Pharisees, consenting to it. Though the Magistrate was excited 
and drawn to it, by the Ecclesiastical men and their adherents, even as it was now. And have you 
not said to the Civil powers, O ye Ministers, that it was expedient for me to be civilly put to death, 
by Sentence and Ejectment, or else the whole Nation and Tribe might perish and be brought into 
contempt? And have you not followed the steps of your forefather sin thus arguing, that if the 
Magistrate let me alone, many would follow me and my Doctrine, and so your Ministry and names 
would be eclipsed and disappear? and did you not cry out to the Magistrates that if they let me go 
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they were not Gods, nor Caesars friends? But you will say to me, Do you make your self Christ? 
God forbid! I mean not so: But this I say, that every Saint being a member, and so a part of Christ, 
what is done to the least of his, is done to him: and therefore what you have acted against that life 
of Innocency, purity, and simplicity, which (by the grace of God) dwells in me, you have acted 
against the Christ, the Son of God. And therefore what can be said, but that ye are the children and 
followers of those, who killed the Prophets, and slew those that were sent to them from God, not 
sparing his onely Begotten Son, who came to save them from their sins and transgressions. But 
these persecutions, brought judgements and desolations upon the Authors, according as the 
Prophets and Christ himself praedicted, and the event shewed; and let me tell you, to whom I 
write, that if you follow this trade, if you persevere in this way of persecution, if you thus lay your 
hands on your fellow-servants, and abuse them by scandals, reproaches, censures, Ejectments, and 
illegal sequestrations, you will speedily bring Iudgements, Commotions, and Desolations upon 
your selves and others. Do but look into the book of the Revelations, and you shall finde, that the 
oppressions and cruelties acted upon those who were slain for the witness of Iesus, and for their 
testimony to the truth, were a cause of those viols of wrath and vengeance poured upon the 
kingdom of the Beast. And what can you expect, but the like judgements, if you continue in such 
fierce persecutions. For have you not civilly put me to death, having killed my name and credit, 
and blasted (as much as in you lay) the purity and integrity of my life? Have not you by sentence 
cast me out of my Estate, and so ruin'd (as much as you could) my person and family, making both 
contemptible by your calumnies, aspersions, and cruel Sentence? But what shall I return to you for 
this? Shall I pray for fire to come down from Heaven to execute Gods just wrath upon you? No, 
no, God forbid! For though the Law of Nature prompts us to preserve our selves and our own just 
rights and interests, though by the prejudicing of our enemies, as requiring an Eye for an Eye, and 
a tooth for a tooth, yet the Law of Grace commands to take up our crosses, and deny Name, Life, 
Liberty, Estates, Relations, in whatever they may draw us to Crosse the Royal Law of Love, which 
bids us love our enemies, and bless those that curse us, and pray for those that despightfully use us, 
and so return good for evil. However I could not but discharge my duty, as a Christian, in thus 
presenting your sin before your eys, that so you may search and try your hearts, and return again to 
the Lord; and that you may judge your selves, and so escape the fierce Iudgement of God. I shall 
therefore commit you to the Eternal Essential Word, which is able to convince you of this heinous 
sin of persecution, and cry in your Consciences, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? Touch not 
mine annointed and do my Prophets no harm. This is the engraffed word, which is able to save 
your souls, by giving you true repentance, and remission of sins, with a total change in your 
Spirits from wrath to love, from strife to concord, from the nature of the Serpent to the Innocency 
of the Dove, which is the cordial desire and prayer of 
Yours to serve you, not in the will of the wrath, but in the righteous will of God, JOHN 
PORDAGE. 
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But to proceed, as I stood silent before them, Mr. Dunch turned to me, and with much seeming 
bitterness and passion, spake thus, Dare you deny Christ to be God? and again, how dare you deny 
the God-head of Christ? To whom I replyed, I came to know my charge, which was exhibited 
against me, and that I hoped, he had not judg'd my cause before it was heard. 
Hereupon the Chairman commanded Langly the Clerk, to read these following Articles in open 
Court. 
 
Articles against Dr. Pordage of Bradfield. 
1. That the fiery Deity of Christ, mingles and mixes it self with our flesh. 
2. That the imputative righteousness of Christ, is a sapless righteousness. 
3. That the discoveries of the sinfulness of sin, the terrors of the law, the death of Christ, the free-
grace of God, are fleshly and flashy discoveries. 
4. That the liberty and freedom spoken of, purchased by the blood of Christ, and applyed by the 
dinging and cleaving of the soul to, is not a liberty or freedom from the guilt of sin, the curse of 
the law, the wrath of God, but the fiery Deity of Christ in the center of our souls. 
5. That by Male and Female, Gen. 1. we are to understand by Male, the Deity, by the Female, the 
humanity, and that these two became one flesh; these things were delivered without any limitation 
whatsoever. 
6. That gifts and graces of the Spirit, are but flesh. 
7. That Christ is a Type, and but a Type. 
8. That Christ is not God. 
9. That Christ is not Jehovah. Tickle witnesseth. 
 

After these Articles were read, the Chair-man demanded my answer; to whom I replyed, 
That I had been acquitted from all these, four years since, by the Committee of plundered 
Ministers, and that after a full hearing and debate; therefore I desired that (according to Law) they 
would pass by these old ones; but if they had any that were new, told them, I was ready and 
willing to receive and answer them. I further replyed, I hoped they would give me the liberty of a 
Felon, who after tryall and acquitment, cannot be questioned for the same thing again; to which 
Mr. Dunch replyed, with much seeming fierceness, You are worse then a Felon, for ought I know. 
Which language, coming from a Judge to the Defendant, before tryall, let all sober persons judge 
of, who are acquainted with the rules of civility, morality, or Christianity. 
Here Mr. Hewes the Minister interposed, affirming, That a Felon might be acquitted at one 
Assizes, and hang for the same thing at the next; of which he gave an instance in a story not worth 
the relating. To which I replyed only this, That it could not be for the same he was acquitted of 
before; but I seeing that he had gone ultra crepidam, beyond his Office, and beyond reason, said 
no more to him, though he was very bitter and pragmatical, speaking oft as Judge, although he was 
but an assistant, and that only in reference to ignorance and insufficiency. 

But afterward applying my self to the Chairman, I further urged, that these Articles were 
not within the cognizance of the Commissioners, in that I had been discharged from them, by those 
who had full power and authority to do it. 

After this, all were commanded to withdraw; and about an hour after, I was called in again, 
and asked for my discharge: I answered, I came now only to know my Charge; and that I had not 
my Discharge there, but would bring it when they would appoint me. 
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Then they declared, That notwithstanding my Discharge in another Court; yet it was the 
judgement of the Commissioners, that they had power to take cognizance of the Articles exhibited, 
whence they made this Order, viz. 
 
BERKS. By the Commissioners for ejecting of Scandalous Ministers &c. October 5. 1654. 
At the Bear in Speenhamland. 

Dr. John Pordage Rector of Bradfield in this County (hath in obedience to our Warrant) 
dated the 18 of September last to him directed, this day attended, and pleadeth that he hath been 
already discharged from the Articles that are exhibited to us against him, by the Parliament, and 
the late Committee of this County; and therefore not again to be questioned or proceeded against 
for the same by these Commissioners. But the said Doctor hath produced no such Discharge. 
Resolved upon the Question, That by vertue of the Ordinance of his Highness the Lord Protector 
and his Councel, for ejecting of scandalous, ignorant, and insufficient Ministers and School-
Masters; The said Commissioners have power to question the said Doctor upon the said Articles: 
and that notwithstanding his Plea as aforesaid of a former Discharge. 
And it is thereupon Ordered, That the said Doctor do give his positive answer to the said Articles 
unto us on this day fortnight, being the 19 instant at this place, whereof he is not to fail. 
Now this was the substance of the things which were transacted the first day of my appearance, 
which I have here presented in truth and righteousness to the impartial Reader. 
My second appearance before them, was the 19 of October at the same place. 
The Commissioners then sitting were these, M. Wightwick Chairman, M. Danch, Mr. Evelyn, Mr. 
Bell, Mr. Mils. The Ministers, Mr. Woodbridg, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Hughes, with some others. 
The first thing they demanded was my Answer to the Articles exhibited against me: But I desired 
them to receive my Discharge, which I hoped would be instead of a full and satisfactory Answer: 
So I produced it, and it was received by them, and delivered to the Clerk, who after it was read, 
took a Copy of it, and then returned it to me again. 
The Tenor of it was as followeth, 

 
At the Committee for Plundred Ministers, March 27. 1651. 

Upon hearing the Cause in presence of parties and Councel on both sides concerning Dr. 
Pordage, Minister of Bradfield in the County of Berks: And upon reading the Papers and 
Examinations depending against him before this Committee, and full hearing what could be said 
by both parties. This Committee have taken the said Cause into serious consideration and debate, 
and do thereupon Order that the said Cause be dismissed; and the same is hereby dismissed. 

GILB. MILLINGTON. 
 

Afterward they asked me how they should know that this was a true Copy? I returned 
answer, I received it from their Clerk, there present, who knew it to be true: And besides, I had a 
friend by, who being with me when I received it, could attest the truth of it by Oath. Then they 
waved my Discharge, and called for my particular Answer to the Articles; alleadging, That 
notwithstanding the Discharge, the Commissioners had judged the Articles under their cognizance: 
So that after I had pressed my Discharge with as much earnestness as in modesty I could, they still 
hastily calling for my further Answer, I was necessitated to give in this which followeth. 

 
My Answer to the Articles exhibited against me, consists in these Particulars. 
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1. Partic. I Humbly conceive, that none of the Articles exhibited against me, are comprehended in 
the Act, Entituled, An Act against several Atheistical, Blasphemous, and execrable Opinions, 
derogatory to the Honour of God, and destructive to humane society; without the sense and 
meaning of the words expressed in the Act, be stretched and wrested beyond the litteral scope and 
drift of the Act. And this is not my judgement only, but the judgement of some pious and judicious 
Lawyers of this Land: Which thing in all humility, I leave to your serious considerations. 
2. Partic. I humbly conceive that the forementioned Act cannot take into cognizance those Articles 
exhibited against me, because they are acknowledged by the accusers, to have been uttered a year 
before this Act had a birth in the world. Now can any guilt be legally imputed from any Law, 
before the original being of it? This seemeth contrary to reason. Now those Articles were charged 
upon me Aug. 16. 1649. and this Act made and published Aug. 9. 1650. 
Moreover these Articles are not punishable by that Act, because according to the conclusion of the 
said Act, no person is to be impeached, molested, troubled, or punished for any offence mentioned 
in that Act, unless he be for the same offence accused, presented, indicted, or convicted within six 
months after such offence committed: Now it is six years since some, and four since any of these 
expressions were pretended to be uttered by me. 
3. Partic. I humbly conceive that the forementioned Act cannot take into cognizance the Articles 
exhibited against me, because upon examination of Witnesses on both sides, I was cleared by the 
Vote of the honourable Committee of Berks, who had full power by an Act of Parliament, to put 
out, and to put in Ministers in this County. 
4. Partic. I humbly conceive that the forementioned Act cannot take into cognizance the Articles 
exhibited against me, because after examination of Witnesses, and after a full hearing, I have been 
dismissed and acquitted from all guilt and offence charged upon me from them, by the honourable 
Committee of Plundred Ministers, who had full power to put out, and to keep and put in Ministers. 
Now the judicious Lawyer saith, that these Articles having had their original dependance before 
two Committees of Parliament, who had an absolute power by Act and Ordinance of Parliament, 
to put out, and put in Ministers; and they having cleared and acquitted me from the pretended guilt 
of such Articles, it is not according to the liberty of the Subject, or tenor of the Law, that it should 
be within the cognizance of this Act, or of this Committee, it being against that fundamental 
maxim of Magna Charta, Nemobis pumetur pro uno delicto. 
Moreover it seemeth contrary to the sixth Article in the Instrument of Government, published by 
his Highness the Lord Protectors special command, in which it is expressed, That the Laws shall 
not be altered, suspended, abrogated, or repealed, but by consent of Parliament, save as it is 
expressed in the thirtieth Article: Therefore my former legal Discharge according to the former 
Acts and Ordinances of Parliament, is still in force, and holds good, not being abrogated by the 
Government, or by any thing expressed or included in the said 30 Article of Parliament. 
I shall now proceed to answer each Article in particular. 
 
Artic. 1. That Christ is not God, That Christ is not Jehovah. 

Ans. 1. Part. I do acknowledg that such expressions were uttered by me; but I hope the bare 
expressions of such Negations, doth not make me come within the guilt of the Act; for it must be 
known what words preceded such expressions, and what followed: To say in Preaching, There is 
no God, doth not make the Preacher guilty of Atheism, if the words going before be but annexed, 
The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God: so do but annex the subsequent words to the 
former expressions, That Christ is not God, viz. the Father, That Christ is not Jehovah, Jehovah 
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taken strictly for the Person of the Father, the first person of the glorious Trinity; I say, add but 
these words, and there is nothing blasphemous or culpable in such expressions. 
 

Ans. 2. Part. Though I do acknowledg that such expressions fell from me, yet I never 
avowedly uttered or maintained such Propositions; for they were only uttered by way of dispute, 
and that upon this occasion. Mr. Daniel Blagrave then being Chairman of the Committee, 
demanded of Mr. Tickle what Blasphemy was?  He answered, Evil speaking against God the 
Father. I replyed, A lame definition of Blasphemy; had Mr. Tickle said, Evil speakings against 
God, which is a word implying the Trinity in Unity, then there had been no occasion given of 
contest; for the ground of these expressions arose from the weakness of his definition of 
Blasphemy, in that he said, Blasphemy was evil speaking against God the Father. To which I 
reply'd, His definition of Blasphemy doth not reach that of which he accused me; for that which he 
chargeth me with, is not Blasphemy against God the Father, but against Christ, God the Son: And I 
have uttered no evil speakings against God the Son; but seemingly to my accuser, in saying that 
his imputative righteousness would prove a sapless righteousness, to all those that had not the 
Fiery Deity of Christ in the centre of their souls, burning up their lusts and corruptions. Mr. Tickle 
then replyed to the Committee, Pray take notice that the Dr. denieth that Christ is God, which I 
prove out of John 1. 1. To which I replyed, Christ was not God the Father, but God the Son; Christ 
is Jehovah, and so called the Lord our righteousness, said Mr. Tickle. To which I replyed, Christ is 
not Jehovah, if you take Jehovah for the person of the Father. And this is the truth, as the whole 
Committee of Berks then present, can testifie, by whose Vote I was then cleared of all these 
unworthy aspertions, and dismissed; and since upon proof of Witnesses acquitted and dismissed, 
and that after a full hearing by the Committee of Plundered Ministers. 
 

3. Part. Ans. I do humbly conceive, that although the former Act did expresly adjudge and 
condemn evil speakings, or blasphemy against Christ, yet my delivering such expressions in an 
extempory dispute, viz. That Christ was not God, or Jehovah, did not make me obnoxious to the 
guilt and penalty of that Act, because p. 980. and 981. they only are condemned as guilty, who 
shall avowedly profess, maintain, or publish in word or writing, such or such execrable opinions; 
which I never did: Nay I profess avowedly the contrary, and do declare in the sincerity of my 
heart, that the thought never entred into my heart, to deny the Godhead or Deity of Christ; but I 
have avowedly in words maintained, and published by Preaching, That Christ is God, out of that 
Text John 1. 12. The word was made flesh, &c. From whence I did maintain and publish, That 
Christ was God, coequal, coeternal, and coessential with the Father, contrary to all those 
blasphemous and execrable opinions, that deny Christ to be God. So that now I hope the meer 
uttering of such expressions, by way of dispute before a judicious and understanding Committee, 
doth not make me a transgressor, according to the true sense and meaning of this Act. 

 
2. Article. That the imputative righteousness of Christ is a sapless righteousness. 

Ans. I thus deliver the truth: As I was paraphrasing on that portion of Scripture mentioned 
in the 9 of Dan. 24. of everlasting righteousness I did say words to this effect, That the imputative 
righteousness of another, was a sapless righteousness to all those that had no right or interest in 
it. I shall desire a little to explain my self on this Proposition, that the imputative righteousness of 
Christ in this sense will prove a sapless righteousness: For he that hath not the Spirit of Christ 
dwelling in his heart by faith, notwithstanding all this application of Christ and his merits, yet to 
him it is but a sapless righteousness; so saith the scripture, He that hath not the Spirit of Christ, is 
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none of his, notwithstanding his application of the imputative righteousness of Christ to himself; 
but here I do not deny the imputative righteousness of Christ, nor his active and passive obedience 
to be the material cause of his justification; yea I own and acknowledg Christs righteousness to be 
the souls righteousness in point of justification, when it is applyed upon a true ground, according 
to the true sense of the Spirit in the Scriptures. 

 
3. Article. That they should look to the fiery nature of Christs Deity in the centre of their souls, 

burning up the dross and chaff of their lusts and corruptions. 

Ans. For the explanation of this Article, we must consider these are Scripture-Metaphors, 
and Christ is often clothed with a garment of fire, according to that of Paul, Heb. 12. 29. Our God 
is a consuming fire; and in another place, Christ shall come in flaming fire: None, or few 
understand these Scriptures, or the like, of elemental material fire; but either of the fire of his 
divine love to burn up our lusts and corruptions, or the fire of his divine justice or wrath in 
destroying sin and sinners. 

 
4. Article. That the fiery Deity of Christ mingles and mixeth it self with our flesh. 

Ans. I was then speaking of the mystical union betwixt Christ and his Church: And in the 
illustration of this union, I applyed that expression out of the 5 of the Canticles, He mingleth his 
Wine and his milk together: so in this union, Christs divine nature mingleth it self with our 
humanity, his spirit with our flesh. This expression Mr. Tickle was pleased to charge with 
blasphemy; asking me what I meant by flesh? I answered in conference, By flesh, I understand not 
the sinfull and fleshly part of the soul, that lusteth against the spirit; for with this there can be no 
union. 2. By flesh, I mean not the outward elementary flesh of the body; but by flesh, I understand 
our pure humanity, the pure regenerated part of the soul, the converted part of our spirit; and thus 
the spirit of Christ and regenerated part are really in union one with the other, according to the 
Apostles phrase, We are made partakers of the divine nature. And against this answer he had 
nothing to reply. 

 
5. Article. That Christ was a Type, and but a Type. 

This was in conference: He asked me whether Christ was a Type or no? I answered, Christ 
was a Type, so expressed 1 Tim. 2. 21. How was Christ a Type, replyed Mr. Pendarius? I 
answered, His life and conversation was a Type, that is, a pattern and example for us Christians, to 
square our lives and conversations by: Who denies this, said he? Why, I affirm no more, said I, 
then that Christ is a Type. Is he but a Type, replyed Mr. Pendarius? I answered, Why lie you thus 
on the catch? I say Christ is a Type; but I will not affirm Christ is but a Type. And this they both 
confess in their Answers. 

 
6. Article. That the gifts and graces of the Spirit are but flesh. 

I confess I said the common gifts and graces of the Spirit were but flesh; but this I opened 
after this manner, That they were but fleshly, weak, and carnal in point of justification, in point of 
trust and confidence in regard of salvation and life eternal; and no otherwise, as their own 
Witnesses on examination confessed before the honourable Committee of Berks. 
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To conclude: As for these Articles, especially all the latter, I look not upon them as under the 
cognizance of the Act; yet for your satisfaction I have transcribed my former Answers, and doe 
here present them again to your consideration, by which you may clearly see my innocency in 
reference to the horrid opinions for which I am accused. 

John Pordage. 
 
This being read by the Clerk, we were all commanded to withdraw. About an hour or two 

after I was called in again; and they told me, if I would, I should have an Order to fetch in my 
Witnesses to prove what they could on my behalf, in reference to that Charge. I replyed, That I 
hoped my Discharge and Answer were sufficient, and that they would not put me to the trouble 
and charge of traversing this business (viva voce) by my Witnesses again, in that (besides my 
Discharge) I had brought all their Depositions delivered by Oath to the Committee of Plundered 
Ministers; which I desired might be then read before them, because the Witnesses could but say, 
viva voce, what was there wrote down. 
 

Hereupon I delivered them to be read; and so being handed to the Clerk, the Commissioners 
asked me how they should know them to be true? I replyed, The Clerk delivered them as a true 
Copy, and I would affirm on my Oath, that they had not been altered since I had them. But 
notwithstanding this, they rejected them, alleadging that they would not take notice of any written 
Depositions taken out of another Court; but that I must again bring in the former Witnesses, to 
testifie what they could by word of mouth; so that all the reasons and arguments I could use, could 
not prevail with them to free me from the charge and trouble of  bringing in my Witnesses again; 
for which the Clerk was then commanded to draw me up an Order. 

 
BERKS. By the Commissioners for ejecting of Scandalous Ministers, October 19. 1654. At 
the Bear in Speenhamland. 

Dr. Pordage of Bradfield hath this day again attended, and hath exhibited an Answer in 
writing to the Articles exhibited against him. Ordered that the said Dr. do attend again before us on 
this day fortnight at this place, at which time he is to give answer to the additional Articles now 
exhibited against him, and to produce his Witnesses, if he have any, for proof of his defence, and 
Summons are to issue out for that purpose, if he desire the same. 

Then they told me they had a new Charge of Articles against me; which were these that 
follow; then openly read by the Clerk. 

 
Articles against Doctor Pordage, Parson of Bradfield, to prove his ignorance and 
insufficiency for the Ministry. 

1. Iprimis, One Mistriss Lewin being with child, and near the time of travel, sent for Dr. 
Pordage his Mother to be her Midwife, but he would not suffer her to go, saying, they would not 
be guilty of such a beastlike life, meaning Mistriss Lewyns being with child by her husband. 
 

2. The said Dr. Pordage coming to the house of Mistriss Lewyn, in his discourse with Mrs. 
Lewyn, blamed her for having children by her husband, and argued with her the unlawfulness of 
having children by her husband. 
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acting the part of Commissioners, and seeming to have great influence upon all their proceedings, 
being suffered to break forth into uncivil scoffs, and railings against me in the open Court, as it 
will afterward appear. 

 
But thus much for my second daies appearance, here represented according to the line of 

truth and equity. 
 

On the second of November I appeared before them again at the same place, according to 
their last Order, at which time Major Fincher was Chairman, besides whom, there were present, 
Mr. Dunch, Mr. Stroud, Mr. Cook, Mr. Bell, with two or three more Commissioners; the Ministers 
were, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Woodbridg, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Tickle, &c. 

The first thing they demanded of me was, to give in my Answer to the second Charge of 
Articles exhibited the last day against me: I replyed, that my Answer was ready; but I desired that 
they would keep to their own Order, and first hear my Witnesses, and so finish my first Charge, 
that we might not run into confusion; but they would not hearken to this rational request, 
importuning me for my Answer, resolving to hear nothing till I had given it in; so being 
necessitated to yield to their command, I gave in this subsequent Answer. 

 
My Answer to the second Articles exhibited against me, is as followeth. 

In the first place I shall take liberty to reply to the Title of the Articles, which is, to prove 
my ignorance and insufficiency for the Ministry, by the Articles produced. 
 

1. Part. Ans. I do here humbly desire that ignorance and insufficiency for the Ministry, 
may be preserved as distinct Heads from Scandal and Heresie, according as it is intended by the 
Authors of the Ordinance: for certainly it is against the judgement of the Lord Protector, and the 
intendment of his Councel, who made the Ordinance, to confound that which may be called 
scandal, or heresie and insufficiency together: We see it is usual this day amongst us, for knowing 
and learned Ministers to differ in their Judgements, both in Doctrine, Worship, and things 
indifferent; who yet thereupon are not accounted ignorant and insufficient for the Ministry: So that 
although these Articles could be proved true, they are to be referred either to scandal or heresie, 
and not to ignorance and insufficiency. 
 

2. Part. Ans. If ignorance and insufficiency for the Ministry, be taken for the want of an 
inward special gift, as it is qualified with humane Arts and Sciences, attained by much pains and 
industry, in relation to Academical Learning: Or if ignorance and insufficiency for the Ministry, 
are taken for the want of inward abilities, qualified with spiritual gifts, as with those of prayer, 
utterance and Preaching. Or if ignorance and insufficiency be taken for the want of a saving 
principle of grace, manifesting it self in convictions of sin, Legal terrors, or Evangelical 
illuminations into the free grace & love of the Father, or into the meritorious death of Christ for 
the redemption of lost sinners. Or if it be taken for those effects flowing from such a saving 
principle of life, as that of saving faith, true repentance, pardon of sin, peace of conscience, a holy 
life in all universal obedience, to the holy will and righteous commands of God, Then I humbly 
conceive, that meer ignorance and insufficiency, without the pretensions of Heresie, and Scandal, 
will be found a bed too short, and a covering too narrow for my Ejection out of the work of the 
Ministry, according to the true intent of the Ordinance. 
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3. Part. Ans. Hence my humble desire to you for time to come is, that you would not make 
your Ephah of ignorance and insufficiency so small, that Heresie and scandal may not stand 
distinct in it; and that you would not make your Shekell of ignorance and insufficiency so great, as 
to swallow up Heresie and Scandal, into the boundless and endless extent of it: For what is this but 
to falsifie the Ballances of justice and equity, by a deceitfull weight, in not preserving 
insufficiency as a distinct head from scandal and Heresie; which in time may prove very 
prejudicial to that Liberty of Conscience, which of late years hath been, and is still preserved and 
asserted by the Rulers of this Nation. 

 
 In the second place to the Articles themselves, I thus reply. 

Ans. 1. As to the four first, I know not how, or what positively and directly to answer to 
them, till I see them first proved by Oath, and that by such persons who are without just 
exceptions, and then I shall be capable of returning a more full and compleat Answer. 

 
Ans. 2. Neither do I see, that seemingly to maintain and argue by way of dispute only, the 

unlawfulness of Mrs. Lewins having children by her husband, for the sifting forth of truth from 
error, could it be proved that I did so, could argue or evince my ignorance and insufficiency for the 
Ministry: For this, though it were evinced to be my crime, cannot in justice and equity be referred 
to that Head of Insufficiency; but to scandal, except ignorance and insufficiency be resolved into 
the boundless liberty of the wills of the Judges, that what they deem ignorant and insufficient, 
must be ignorant and insufficient, whether ignorance and insufficiency be real in such a Subject, or 
not. 

 
As to the fifth Article, which concerns my giving entertainment in my house to 
one Everard, reputed a Conjurer, and to one Tawny, reported to hold unsound opinions, I 
thus answer. 

As to the first part of it, I confess that one Everard about four years since, was received 
into my house at Bradfield, for the space of almost three weeks, and no longer; and that after this 
manner: He came in Harvest-time with a new pair of Harvest-gloves on his hands, to shew his 
willingness and readiness to work; and asking to speak with me, told me, That if I pleased to 
employ him in Harvest-work, he came to offer his service: Hereupon I entertained him as a 
workman. And thus you see both the manner of his coming, and the cause of his entertainment. 

 
Whereas it is said he was generally reputed a Conjurer. 

1. Ans. I answer, I never heard any the least intimation from any, that he was ever 
suspected to be a Conjurer, till after his departure from my Family; if he was a Conjurer before he 
came, it was more then I knew, or had heard of; but after his departure I confess there arose a 
general report up and down the Country that he was a Conjurer. But from that time to this, I have 
never seen him, nor known what is become of him. 

 
2. Ans. After his absence I do further affirm, That I was strongly enclined to believe, 

according to the general rumor, that he was a Conjurer: Hereupon I was in a great strait in my own 
spirit, whether I should prosecute him, or not, my zeal for Gods glory, and my obedience to the 
command of God, that saith, Suffer not a Witch to live, giving me some impulsions to do it. But 
after serious debate and consideration within my self, I resolved this case or scruple of conscience 
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thus, that my own perswasions and jealousies, though they had some ground of probability, yet 
being not certain, afforded me not a sufficient ground of prosecuting him as a Conjurer, or of 
swearing positively he was such. Now I leave it to your serious considerations, whether this 
tenderness of conscience keeping me from prosecuting of him, or swearing against him, for fear of 
that hainous sin of perjury, makes me either ignorant or insufficient for the Ministry. 

 
As to the second part of the fifth Article, which concerns my entertainment of 
one Tawny, reputed (as it is there expressed) to be one that holds unsound Opinions. 

Ans. I answer, It is well known, as I invite none, so I turn away none that come to visit me, 
though their Principles in matter of Doctrine, Worship, and Discipline be different from mine. I 
will here shew you briefly my grounds and ends: My grounds are these; I look upon it as my duty, 
according to the Gospel of Christ, to entertain all strangers that be in want and necessity, 
professing the name of Christ. If enemies hunger, we are to feed them, if they are naked, we must 
clothe them; and as for strangers, we are to lodge and entertain them, Heb. 13. 2. And as in the 
practice of this I break no Law of God, so no Law of man. And you may remember, that in the 37. 
Article of Government, it is expressed, That all such as profess Faith in God by Jesus Christ, 
though differing in Judgement, from the Doctrine, Worship, or Discipline, publickly professed, so 
as they abuse not this liberty to the civil injury of others, nor to the actual disturbance of the 
Publike Peace, shall be protected, and then surely their hungry bellies may be fed, their backs 
clothed, their wants supplyed, and their persons lodged and entertained. 

And further, my ends are these, which are pure and Evangelical, That I may prove all 
things, and hold fast that which is good, that I may try the spirits, for many false spirits are gone 
forth into the world. Now how are they to be proved and tryed? Not by carnal weapons, as by 
penalties, mulcts, imprisonments, and other external punishments; but by convincing of them with 
sound Doctrine, Christian discourse, spiritual arguments, and by the example of a good 
conversation: And thus Gods glory, and the good of others are my only ends, in giving 
entertainment to all strangers that come in civility to visit me. 

 
Now the cause of many strangers coming to me as Guests from all quarters of this Land, 

ariseth from these lying printed Pamphlets, which have hardly a word of truth in them, these draw 
all seeking enquiring minds to visit me, for divers ends best known to themselves: Let it but be 
proved that ever I gave entertainment to any common swearer, or to any open drunkard, Sabbath-
breaker, or to any known prophane person, and I shall judge my self obnoxious to your Censure; 
but all that I give free entertainment to, appear clothed under some shew of Godliness or other; but 
if they have not the power, it will be their own misery. 

 
In a word, the strength of this Article doth but amount to thus much, That as Christ was 

supposed to be a friend of publicans and sinners, so am I supposed to be a friend to all people that 
profess Religion, and walk orderly, be their opinion in matter of Doctrine or Discipline never so 
much differing from mine own, or from those commonly received; yet this doth not argue my 
ignorance or insufficiency for the Ministry; but if in it any thing be culpable, it is to be referred to 
the head of Scandal: but here being no Law of prohibition, I cannot see any transgression in it, 
either against the Law of God or man. 
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To conclude, I cannot give a more direct Answer to these Articles, being matter of fact, till 
I see them proved, and each Article referred to its proper place, either of Scandal or Heresie, or 
Ignorance and insufficiency. 

 
John Pordage. 
 

This being read, we proceeded to the proof of the first Charge of Articles attested by Mr. 
Tickle, one of the Assistants, whom I desired to see sworn in the open Court; alleadging that I was 
altogether ignorant whether he had sworn or not; but the Clerk affirmed that he had done it 
already; but after much dispute, it was granted that I should hear him sworn in the open Court.  

Then I craved liberty to cross examin him openly, and began to put my Interrogatories to 
him; but this just priviledg they peremptorily denied me, though I used many reasons and 
arguments to shew the equity and reasonableness of it. Then they commanded me to write down 
my Interrogatories, which should be proposed and answered in private, without my presence, 
according to their fixed resolution. Then all being commanded to withdraw, I wrote down my 
Interrogatories; and when I gave them in, I desired they might be asked in the open Court; but it 
was denied. Then I requested that I my self might be present at the cross-examination, though all 
the rest withdrew, urging, that although I had given in my Interogatories, yet there might be many 
necessary circumstances and questions emergent in the Examination, which I could not then give 
in in writing, nor make use of without I was present, which yet might serve very much to clear the 
truth; but notwithstanding this, and more which was then said, I could not prevail, but was 
commanded to withdraw. 
 

After this I was called in again, and as I thought to receive Mr. Tickles Answers to my 
Interogatories, which though I pressed it with much earnestness, was denied, they resolving, as it 
seemed to me by their Answer, to keep them private till publication, which appeared to me very 
partial dealing, in regard I could not know how the Questions were answered, against the time of 
making my defence by Negative Witnesses. 
 

But afterward importuning the Court to examin my Witnesses according to their own 
Order, I was interrupted by their commanding of the Clerk to read a third Charge of Articles 
exhibited against me by Mr. Fowler, an Assistant Minister to the Commissioners, whose zeal 
moving swifter then the Clerks slow reading of the Articles, caused him to take them out of his 
hands, and to read them himself, with much courage and resolution; The Articles were these that 
follow. 

 
Further Additional Articles Exhibited against Dr. Pordage, by Mr. Fowler, Minister of 
St. Maries in Redding. 
 
1. That the righteousness of Jesus Christ was a poor, vain, sapless righteousness.  
2. That Jesus Christ was not perfect, alleadging that Text to confirm it, because he cryed out, My 
God, my God, Why, &c. 
3. That the bloud of Christ was not meritorious of any mans salvation. 
4. That it was a poor thing to live upon the bloud of Christ; and fetching it over again, in a 
contemptuous kind of speaking: Pish, said he, thou art a babe, thou knowest nothing; to live upon 
the bloud of Christ, is a poor thing. 
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5. That one speaking to him of the glorious persons in Trinity, he he replyed, Persons in Trinity, 
Pish, there is no such thing; and again, There is no such thing as persons in Trinity. 
6. That it was a weakness to be troubled for sin. 
7. That he might say any thing to the men of the world.  
8. That he asserted he knew nothing to the contrary but that a man might company with more then 
one woman, being taxed with keeping carnal company with a woman in London. 
9. That he hath very frequent and familiar converse with Angels. 
10. That a great Dragon came into his Chamber with a tail of eight yards long, four great teeth, and 
did spit fire at him, and that he contended with the Dragon. 
11. That his own Angel came and stood by him while he was expostulating with the Dragon, and 
the Angel came in his own shape and fashion, the same clothes, bands and cuffs, the same 
bandstrings, and that his Angel stood by him and upheld him. 
12. That Mrs. Pordage and Mrs. Flavel had their Angels standing by them also, Mrs. Pordage 
singing sweetly, and keeping time upon her breast, and that his children saw the Spirits coming 
into the house, and said, look there Father: And that the Spirits did often come into the Chamber, 
and drew the Curtains when they were in bed. 
13. That the said Mr. Pordage confessed that a strong enchantment was upon him, and that the 
Devil did appear to him in the shape of Everard, and in the shape of a fiery Dragon, and the whole 
roof of the house was full of Spirits. 
14. That Mrs. Margaret Pendar acquainted with this Doctrine of Spirits, and pretended to be 
converted by Visions of Angels, doth think that she was bewitched by them of Bradfield. 
 
Her Confession. 

She was taken ill upon Wednesday in the afternoon in July 1653. about nine of the clock 
the same night, there appeared the vision of a man standing at her beds feet; on Thursday the next 
day he had a book in his hand, and stood by her all that day and said nothing. On Friday it spake 
audibly unto her, saying, Why art thou so discomforted? I answered, A wounded conscience who 
can bear? He replyed, He that hath wounded thee, will make thee whole. I spake much of mine 
own unworthiness; he answered, There was worth in Christ, and he had paid a ransom for me. 
Then he told me that that book in his hand, was the book of the Lamb, and that my name was 
written in it: I saw the book, a broad book with a parchment-cover, and I saw writing in it; and 
then was I lifted up with a great deal of joy. About four of the clock the same Friday, the dark 
Angel came and stood by the other Vision, with a knife in his hand, and said, thou hast had a great 
deal of joy; and offering her the knife, bid her dispatch her self, and she should enter into that 
eternal rest her soul so much thirsted after. Upon this she trembled, the bed shook, and my Mrs. 
held me. 

 
The same Friday I had visions presented upon the Wall, I saw the world, and the 

resurrection of the dead, and the Son of man appearing in the clouds of heaven. 
 
She saw clearly the vision of a friend of hers in London in her Chamber at Southcot, her 

friend was much inclined to this way; she much wondred at it, and told Mrs. Pordage of it, who 
answered, alas so do we see abundance of those we never knew before, when once they come into 
our way. 
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On Saturday Dr. Pordage came to her, being sent for, and prayed in a very strange 
language, she did not understand well what he said; she heard him say, Lord; but nothing of Jesus 
Christ, but the abiss and bottomless eternity. 

 
She heard a great noise of Drums and Trumpets, she asked the Dr. what the ratling of 

Drums and Trumpets meant? He answered, it was an alarm to the Spiritual War. 
 
One of the nights she saw the vision of young Mr. Daniel Blagrave which came to her bed-

side; she took him by the hand, and it felt cold: She asked the Doctor what it meant? He answered, 
The coldness of the hand did signifie his beginning to be cold to vanitie. She asked Dr. Pordage 
what the Visions meant? He answered, They durst not reveal one anothers Visions, he did not 
question but God would discover himself, and reveal wonderful things to me. 

 
She was from Wednesday noon till Monday noon, and did not eat one piece of bread, but 

sometimes a little water and sugar; and she saith she was not sick at all after the first two hours: 
and when she was about to eat, she had a voice come to her; We are not to live upon bread, but 
upon every word of God: And upon that voice she did not eat. 

 
She saith that she hath oftentimes seen at London, flashes of light in her Chamber, and at 

last heard a voice which put her into a very great fear and sweat, saying, Thou hast married a lump 
of clay; but thou must return to thy first husband, who is thy Saviour, and thou must go to Joppa. 

 
And upon this she was convinced that these visions were of the Devil, because the voice 

was clean contrary to the Scriptures. She saith that she hath heard it reported at Southcot, that ere 
long Doctor Pordage should have power from him to bestow saving graces on whom he pleased: 
as also, that marriage was the way of beasts. 

 
Francis Knight of Wallingford saith, 

That discoursing with some of Blewbery that use to Dr. Pordages, they speak very much 
against the lawfulness of marriage, he wondered at it; and askt them whence they now came? they 
answered, We came just now from the Doctors from Bradfield. 

1. Doctor Pordages Chamber at Bradfield hath sometimes been almost filled with spirits. 
2. That Doctor Pordage Preached, That Water-Baptism was not the Ordinance of Jesus 

Christ. 
3. That about Michaelmas, in the year 1653. he was commanded by his Angel, or from 

heaven, to give off Preaching, and take no more  Tythes; but since he conceives he hath 
had a dispensation. 

4. That in July last 1654. he was to be taken up into heaven; and it is said by some, he hath 
been there, and dismissed again about his business.  

5. That in the midst of these Visions he is scandalously covetous.  
6. That he cursed the people of Bradfield in his Pulpit, and their posterity for ever in this 

world and in the world to come. 
7. That he Preached at Bradfield, and afterward did labour to defend it pertinaciously, That 

the little horn in Dan. 7. v. 8. was Christ; and being told that the little horn made war with 
the Saints, yet he persisted to say it was Christ, and endeavoured to make his hearers 
believe that he was falsly charged. 
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8. That he saith Goodwife Pocock singeth the highest hymns very sweetly, that she knoweth 
not a word when she begins, but is taken with  a burning about her heart, and when she 
hath done, she cannot repeat a word of it, if it were to gain the world. 

9. That Goodwife Pocock lately came to Col. Eveling, and told  him she had a word to him 
from God, viz. Have nothing to do with that just man. 

10. And that on or about the tenth of this month Mr. Dr. Pordage sent to invite Mr. Snelling, 
and his wife and children to come to the Dr. that day; and the same day Mr. Snelling and 
his wife did go to the Doctors house; and when he came, Mr. Snelling desired to know 
wherefore he sent for him? Dr. Pordage told him, to go with him and meet his Bridegroom. 
And then Mr. Snelling told the Doctor he knew not what he meant, and so departed. And 
the next morning Mr. Francis Pordage met with Mr. Snelling, and told him he had lost his 
part in heaven, being he did not wait upon the Doctor at that time. 

11. That Dr. Pordage sent his man Bolt, in a very rude and uncivil manner to fetch Mrs. 
Forster to his house, that she being frighted at the message, and enquiring to what end she 
was sent for, the said Bolt answered, she should there see the heavens opened, and the 
Colours flying in the air, and hear the Drums beat, and the Trumpets sound. 

12. That Mr. Forster going to the Doctors house, he told him at his first coming in, that he 
should see such things, as if he were Emperor of a thousand worlds, he would give them all 
to see it. After asking him for his wife, and he answering, she was not well, and could not 
come, the Doctor called to them to send forth a winged messenger to fetch her, for she 
must come. 

13. That two daies after one Goodwife Pocock coming from thence to Mr. Forsters house, and 
they enquiring of her what was the cause of those behaviours in the Doctors Family? she 
answered, they had a foul spirit sent amongst them, and the Doctor had fought many hours 
with the black power, and had overcome it; for which she should ever think him a bright 
man. That all his Family had been strangely acted, the power taking them, some in their 
legs, and others in their arms, and that then they spake very glorious things. 

14. That Mrs. Flavel was in a trance, and when she came out of it, spake many precious things 
which she had seen in that trance, what was the Philosophers stone, that so many learned 
men had sought after, which she knew to be the Divinity in the humanity, and many other 
things to the same effect. 
 

Further Articles preferred against Dr. John Pordage, Minister of Bradfield Parish, by 
some of the Inhabitants of the same Parish. 

1. That Dr. Pordage about eight years past, did carry Mrs. Flavel behind him on horseback 
on the road to London, and about Hounsloe did enquire for a private house, and was directed to 
one Goodman Loaders a Smith, who lives in Hessne Parish, half a mile out of the road, between 
Hounsloe and Brainford; and when he came, asked if his friend behind, being sick, might have 
entertainment? 'twas answered, yes: Then the Doctor left her there, but never owned she was with 
child, till she was in travel. 

2. Mrs. Flavel in a short time fell in travel, and then desired no company might be called 
in; yet the woman of the house, Goodman Loaders wife called in three or four. And Mrs. Flavel 
was then brought to bed of a daughter, having then no husband that the world knew of, Mr. Flavel 
being dead.  

3. That Doctor Pordage came to that house and Christned that child, and named it Hannah; 
and the Doctor came often to visit her there, and alwaies alone by himself. 
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4. That the child being put to nurse in the same Parish, the Doctor moved Mrs. Flavel to 
Kensington, and paid the Smith for her being at his house. That a little while after the Nurse went 
to Kensington to enquire for Mrs. Flavel to pay her some money; but she was removed: and the 
Nurse saying she left a child with her, the company smiled, and said, they thought she was such a 
woman. 
After this the Nurses husband wrote a Letter to the Doctor to Bradfield, that he was twenty weeks 
pay behind, and could not forbear; whereupon he was paid: and shortly after sent for the child 
away from the Nurses. 

5. That a little while after this Mrs. Flavel came again to the Doctors Family, and a little 
child called Hannah, it was also brought thither, and Mrs. Flavel took the care of it ever since. 
And Mrs. Flavel being by neighbours asked whose child it was, said, a dear friend of hers; but 
none could ever hear in the house whose child it was. And some telling Mrs. Flavel that the child 
was so like her, that they should take it to be hers, had she not said the contrary; she answered as 
before, 'Twas a dear friends of hers; but never named whose. 

6. That this child who was called Hannah, this last Summer they changed her name, and 
called her Ruth, they have also changed all their names, the Doctor is called Father Abraham, his 
wife is also called Deborah, and old Goodwife Pocock is called Rahab, and so the rest. 

7. That Goodman Loaders son being a Souldier, saw Mrs. Flavel in Bradfield street, and 
spake to her, but she took no notice of it. Afterward Mrs. Flavel coming to his Fathers house, his 
mother in discourse, asked whether she lived at Bradfield? Mrs. Flavel answered, she knew no 
such place; I will call my son in, who saw you there; Mrs. Flavel said, people be given to lying, 
and would not have him called, and presently called for her horse, and went away, though before 
she had resolved to stay all night; and never since was there, except since the Doctor hath been 
questioned. 

8. That Dr. Pordage is extream covetous, and hath exacted five shillings at a time to marry 
one man, or else told him he would not marry him; the man told him he could not justly demand so 
much; the Dr. answered, without five shillings he would not marry them; and took five shillings. 

9. That his Preaching doth not tend to Edification. 
10. That he is a very ignorant and insufficient man for the work of the Ministry. 

September 9. 1650. 
 

I came into Bradfield Parsonage in the evening, and there I heard a very mournfull cry, as 
if it had been one in extream pains; but what it was I know not; for it continued all the time I was 
at the dore, which was well near the quarter of an hour, and so it continued when I went away. And 
then the 10 day in the morning I came unto Mr. Francis Pordage at the Parsonage of Stanford 
Dingley; and he enquired of me what I did think of the noise that I heard? I told him I could not 
tell. Then he related to me that the Lord was about a great work in this Kingdom, and to this 
Nation; and the cause of this cry was one in travel, and the pain was so extream, that had I stayed 
there a little longer, I might have heard it as far as the Town; but now she was delivered of a man-
child, and the travel was at an end, and that he and others were eye-witnesses to it. 
 
The Testimony of Richard Seward. 

1. That in Dr. Pordages house in Bradfield, lately the new Jerusalem hath been seen to come 
down from heaven, all of precious stones; and in the new Jerusalem was a Globe, which 
Globe was eternity, and in that eternity were all the Saints. 



 

55 

2. That at the said Doctors house the face of God hath been seen; not as Moses saw him, but 
the very face, as one man may see anothers. 

3. That one being in the said Doctors house in a trance, the said Drs. daughter being by her, 
said that she saw two Angels all in white, with Crowns over her head. 

4.  
The Examination of Goodman Seward concerning Mr. Pordage. 

This Deponent saith that Mr. Pordage did affirm marriage to be a very wicked thing, 
contrary to the word of God; Goodman Seward telling the aforesaid Mr. Pordage that a friend of 
his had buried his wife, and intended to marry again; Mr. Pordage replyed, that it was a very 
wicked act, and wondred at it: The Deponent replyed, that he took Marriage to be an Ordinance of 
God; then demanding if his wife should have died, what he should have done? he replyed, Would 
you be so wicked as to marry? This the above-mentioned Deponent will averr with his Oath. 
A true Copy, 

Examined by MATH. LANGLEY Regist'. 
 

After he had done, it seemed not enough to him to have read such a horrid, scandalous, 
confused Charge to the people against me, but he proceeded to speak to them, desiring them to 
take notice what a strange person I was, representing me to be guilty of Blasphemy, Devilism, and 
of loosness in my conversation, promising to prove that Charge of Articles, or to be counted a 
Slanderer: after which prevaricating speech, he suddenly departed. 

 
After I further urged the Commissioners to hear the Testimony of my Witnesses in 

reference to the first Charge of Articles, that so it might be dispatched, that so I might be freed 
from the trouble of answering so many together, which would unavoidably bring confusion and 
disorder to mine and their proceedings. I further shewed, that according to their appointment, my 
Witnesses were present and ready, desiring them to consider that I had been at trouble and charges 
in bringing them, and that I must unavoidably be at more if they would not then hear them; 
notwithstanding this, they denied to hear them at that time, calling for two Witnesses, which they 
had summoned to attest my second charge of Articles. Here I desired that as my charges had been 
openly read to the people, so the examination of the Witnesses might be open, that so the people 
might as well hear the proof, as the accusation; but this could not be granted. Then I requested that 
I might be present; this was also denied: So two Witnesses were privatly examined to the second 
Charge, whose examination concluded that daies transactions in reference to me, and I received an 
Order to appear before them again the 22 of November at the Bear in Redding. 

 
BERKS. By the Commissioners for Ejecting of Scandalous Ministers, November 2. 1654 at 
the Bear in Speenhamland. 

Ordered that Dr. Pordage of Bradfield (now present) do appear again before us on Monday 
the 22 instant at the Bear in Redding, as that he then give in his Answer to the further additional 
Articles now exhibited against him. And it is further Ordered, That the said Dr. do then produce 
his Witnesses, and bring in his Interrogatories in writing, upon which he will examin the 
Witnesses in his defence, or cross-examin them, produced for proof of the several Charges against 
him. 
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On the day prefixed, I appeared at the appointed place, the Commissioners then sitting 
being, Mr. Dunch Chairman, Major Fincher, Mr. Trapham, Mr. Stround, Mr. Cook, Mr. Nutkins. 
The Ministers, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Lee, Mr. Woodbridg, Mr. Tickle, Mr. Hughes, with two more. 
Just as they were going to Dinner, I was called in, and asked for my Answer to the last Charge of 
Articles: I told them it was ready, but I should be very long in delivering it; but if they thought fit, 
I would give it in before dinner. At this one Mr. Trapham a Chyrurgion and Commissioner, began 
to be very ruffe, pressing me to give in my Answer, and to leave it with them. I replyed, that it was 
in my power whether I would give it in in writing only; or by word of mouth, and that I resolved of 
the last. So I was commanded to withdraw. 
After dinner, being called in again, I read this Answer following, and then delivered it to them in 
writing. 
 
My Answer to the third Charge of Articles, I present in this form following. 

I shall first present something by way of general Preface, and so descend to particulars. 
In the first place then I look upon the first Articles charged upon me by young Mr. Tickle, to be as 
the casting of my innocent person with Daniel into the Lions Den; but those Articles, as the 
mouthes of the Lions, I conceive, were stopped, so that they could not hurt me, because the 
Authority and just proceedings of two former Committees, authorized by Acts and Ordinances of 
Parliament, with some other legal Priviledges, had sufficiently muzled the mouthes of those 
Lionish Articles. 
 

And as for the second subscribed by an unknown name, I believe there hath not been, not 
cannot be any thing proved, which may render me obnoxious to any legal guilt. 
 

As for my third Charge, brought forth by Mr. Fowler, who is both my Accuser and my 
Judge; I look upon it, as the designe of the evil one, to cast me with the three children into the hot 
fiery Furnace of unparalleld wrath and envy; for I know it will one day appear that these Articles 
were raked together from a spirit of bitterness and spleen, which seem to me as the furnace heated 
seven times hotter by the fire of wrath to burn up and consume my name, Liberty, Estate, and 
Posterity. 

 
But be it known unto you oh you Judges and Commissioners, I am not solicitious what the 

event may be, I know the God whom I serve in the integrity of my heart, who is Jehovah, the true 
and only God, is able to deliver me from this hot fiery furnace, and to punish those who cast me in. 
But however God as yet may order and dispose of me, in reference to the execution of my enemies 
intents; I believe my strict and holy conversation, with my holding forth what God in the riches of 
his grace hath bestowed upon me, will clearly demonstrate that I am no such person, as the false 
and unworthy aspersions of these Articles represent me to be. 

 
As to the particular Articles (which are raked together in much confusion, without 
reducing of them to their particular heads, of Scandal or Insufficiency, many of them being 
incapable justly to be referred to either) I thus begin my Answers. 
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Art. 1. That the righteousness of Christ was a poor, vain, sapless righteousness. 

1. Part. Ans. This Article was in my former Charge, and I was cleared of it by two 
Committees, who had power legally to acquit me, even as they did. 

2. Part. Ans. I do cordially acknowledg, That Christs righteousness is not a poor and 
sapless righteousness; but very pretious, being the material cause, and spotless robe of a Christians 
justification, and that every Saint ought to be found in this righteousness of Christ in point of 
justification, and not in his own self-righteousness. 

3. Part. Ans. I deny that ever I spake such words, without some limitation, which 
limitation, if annexed, would free me from any guilt resulting from such expressions; and though 
any one should swear I spake those words, yet that could not render me justly guilty, it not being 
declared what preceded, or followed in the series of my discourse: And I have many Witnesses 
sufficiently known, and pious, who being constant hearers of me, have testified by Oath, and will 
upon occasion again, that the scope of my Ministry drives not against the due application of 
Christs righteousness to the souls of believers, but against the misapplying it to those who have not 
the spirit of Christ living in their hearts, purifying their consciences, and subduing their lusts. 

 
Art. 2. That Jesus Christ was not perfect, alleadging that Scripture to confirm it My God, my 

God, Why hast thou, &c. 

1. Part. Ans. I do nakedly without any vails, profess that I ever did, and still do look upon 
Christ as a most perfect copy and pattern to square our lives and conversations by, yea and to be a 
perfect Mediator, in reference to that work he undertook for the redemption of the world, being 
free from the least tincture either of original or actual sin, and truely the thought of any such thing, 
never lodged in my heart. 

2. Part. Ans. But suppose I uttered such expressions as these, yet the manner of it will 
sufficiently free me from that guilt my accuser may hope and believe I am obnoxious to by it, I 
confesse I uttered these or the like words, yet it was only by way of relating what I heard in a 
Sermon of Mr. Erberies in Somerset House, who at that time endeavoured to enumerate Christs 
(supposed) imperfections, whereof he made his crying out on the Cross, in those expressions one. 
Now I leave it to your considerations, whether my relating to some that were wise and knowing, 
what I heard from another, with much grief to my soul, makes me any way culpable or guilty. 

 
Art. 3. That the bloud of Christ was not meritorious of any mans salvation. 

Ans. I call heaven and earch to witness, that such thoughts never entred into my soul, nor 
did such words ever come out of my mouth. For my judgement ever hath been, and still is, that the 
bloud of Christ is satisfying, reconciling, cleansing bloud, that it is interceding, redeeming, 
meriting bloud, in relation to all those who through faith and patience come to inherit eternal life. 

 
4. That it was a poor thing to live upon the bloud of Christ, and fetching it over again in a 

contemptuous kind of speaking, Pish, said he, thou art a babe, thou knowst nothing, to live upon 

the bloud of Christ is a poor thing. 

1. Part. Ans. I acknowledg that about four years since such expressions were uttered by me 
to one Mrs. Grip, but without any such intent as may be supposed by my accusers, and not with 
that circumstantial aggravation of repeating it in a contemptuous manner, which is but a 
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supposition of my adversary, and cannot be attested by an Oath, without this Witness pretends 
infallibly to know my thoughts and purposes. 

2. Part. Ans. Again, this being spoken to a particular person, on a particular occasion, 
might be true, if the circumstances of the discourse were accordingly added; though as here 
presented it seems very monstrous. 

3. Part. Ans. Therefore to make things clear, I shall here insert some particular 
circumstances, which may present this Article, though in a new, yet true face. I coming to Mrs. 
Grips house, she took me into a private room to have some conference with me alone, where she 
brake forth into a violent passion of tears, weeping and wringing her hands, and pouring sorth 
bitter complaints, and invectives against Mr. Fowler, as that he was a graceless man, a Lyer, a 
Slanderer, not worthy to come up into a Pulpit, or to have the name of a Minister of Christ, with 
other such bitter expressions: The cause of which was, as she then told me, Mr. Fowlers reporting 
about, that she then lived in Adultery, and after her passion was somewhat allayed, she brake forth 
into these or such like expressions of high assurance, Christ hath loved me, and dyed for me, and 
justified me by his bloud, from all guilt of sin, I am an elect person, a justified person, and what is 
this Fowler to charge sin upon me? These and other expressions fell from her to this purpose, from 
some of which, I feared she was drenched with Antinomianism, and told her more then once, it 
was a poor thing to live upon the bloud of Christ, and to look so much upon that, except she had 
the nature of Christ, and the Spirit of Christ, asking her where was the meekness of Christ, and the 
patience of Christ, to suffer as an innocent lamb quietly? but still she crying out, she lived on the 
bloud of Christ, I told her it was a poor thing to be thus exalted with notions of the bloud of Christ, 
without mentioning sanctification, and those holy graces which flow from Christs nature dwelling 
in the soul: Now by these expressions of mine, my scope was to make Mrs. Grip see the necessity 
of sanctification, and of a pure and holy life, and not to make void the blessed effect of the bloud 
of Christ, applyed according to the mind of God, and the true meaning of the Scripture. And now, 
having related the circumstances, as near as I can remember, I believe a sober and knowing 
Christian will not judge me either scandalous or ignorant for these expressions: 

 
Art. 5. That one speaking to me of the glorious persons in the Trinity, I replyed, pish, there is no 

such thing as persons in Trinity: 

1. Part. Ans I doe here profess and avow from the sincerity of my heart, That I believe the 
Trinity of persons as an Article of my faith, viz. That there are three persons distinct from each 
other, the person of the Father, the person of the Son, the person of the Holy Ghost; yet not so as to 
prejudice the unity in essence, and I so believe the unity, as not to confound the Trinity of persons. 

2. Part. Ans. I never uttered such expressions in that way, as to give any just ground of 
suspition of my denying the Trinity: But I remember about four years since, being before the 
Committee of Berks, Mr. Fowler or Mr. Gilbert, I remember not which, desired the Committee to 
give them liberty to ask me two or three questions, amongst the rest, they asked me whether there 
were three persons in the Deity? I answered them, I believed the Trinity, as it is recorded in 1 John 
5: 7: There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost. Thus 
you see I believe the Trinity: But doe you believe the Trinity of persons, said they? I replyed, I 
find not the term Persons in the Text, but to put you out of doubt, I do not stumble at the word 
Person. And this afterward I told to the above-mentioned Mrs. Grip, in a private conference, some 
years since, to whom I affirmed that I found no such expressions as persons in Trinity, in the 
Scripture, and that the word Person being a School-term, was very difficult to be apprehended by 
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common capacities; but I never spake thus to prejudice the true notion of the persons in the sacred 
Trinity, which I do cordially believe, but only to shew that ordinary Christians should not be too 
curious in prying into that deep mystery of the three persons in the Trinity, but rather content 
themselves with what the Scripture plainly affirms of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as distinct, 
yet one. But to conclude this Answer, pray consider what hard measure it is, thus to pick a broken 
sentence out of a long discourse, and so to accuse one without relating the circumstances, which 
might serve to clear, what otherwise may seem very strange to prejudiced persons. 

 
Art. 6. That it was a weakness to be troubled for sin. 

Ans. I do not remember that any such expression as this ever dropped from my mouth, 
either publiquely or privately, and I am perswaded that none one dare assert it with an oath, which 
if they did, would not make much to the purpose; for with a charitable qualification it might thus 
be made forth, That 'tis a weakness for one to be troubled for sin, who hath the assurance of Gods 
love, his sin pardoned, his person justified, sanctified, and his will converted from, and crucified to 
sin, for such a one should be triumphing in the power of faith and love, enjoying sweet heavenly 
communion with God, and saying, O death, where is thy sting! and there is no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit: Whereas trouble for 
sin thus pardoned and mortified, may be an engine of Satan to make a soul question Gods love, 
and to bring it out of a blessed, spiritual enjoyment of God, into slavish fear and disturbance. 

 
Art. 7. That he might say any thing to the men of the world. 

1. Part. Ans. I answer to the best of my remembrance, I never uttered any such unchristian 
Maxim, much less ever held it as my judgement, and I confidently believe there is no one on the 
earth that dare witness it with an Oath. 

2: Part. Ans. I know very well that Mr. Fowler hath been, if not the author, yet the reporter 
of my holding this monstrous Tenent, for he hath confidently averred, and often insinuated into 
some of the Gentry of this County, and into his own Proselytes, that I am a Familist, and that it is 
my principle to say or unsay any thing that may make to my own advantage; which God knows is 
a sad scandal, and a monstrous untruth; and clearly appears to those who know the integrity of my 
Principles and conversation, to be a blur cast upon me from the contrivance of subtile 
Machiavillian Policy to prejudice all I say or answer to those horrid things objected against me: 
For if this be once setled in those who are my Judges, it is vain for me to answer, deny, or avow 
any thing: But the Lord forgive my adversary for this his unchristian dealing, and grant he may 
repent of it before he comes to give up his last account before the great Tribunal of Christ. 

 
Art. 8. That I asserted, I knew nothing to the contrary but that a man might company with more 

then one woman, being taxed for keeping carnal company with a woman in London. 

Ans. I never kept scandalous company with any woman in London, neither was I ever taxed 
for any such thing, except once by Mistriss Grip, who I believe is the Witnesse against me, and 
that upon this occasion. 

 
At the time I had my former conference with her, the heat of her passion being over, she 

told me that I was also taxed for keeping of carnal company with a woman in London. I replyed, I 
am a man born to all kind of sufferings, and told her that she saw and knew the manner of my 
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conversation, asking her whether she believed it? and she answered, No truely; and then I 
solemnly protested the contrary: And this was all the taxing I ever had from any one, at which time 
I was earnest with Mrs. Grip to discover to me from whom she heard it; but she put me off, telling 
me she did not believe it, and that she would tell me some other time: But from that long discourse 
I had with her, fearing, as I said before, she was deeply tinctured with the Principles of 
Antinomianism; and not knowing whether she might not be tainted with some notions of Rantism, 
which at that time were every where frequently discourst of, I took this occasion to try her, telling 
her (as near as I remember) that there were som that affirm'd they knew nothing to the contrary, 
but that a man might company with more then one woman; but to speak the truth, she let it fall, 
without seeming to approve of any such thing: And this I solemnly avow to be the truth, as near as 
I can remember. And I believe Mrs. Grip dare not swear that I maintained any such thing as my 
judgement, or produced one Scripture or Argument to defend it. 

I profess to the whole world, in the presence of that eye that seeth through all hearts, that 
all such loose principles, which turn the grace of God into wantonness, and that run opposite to the 
Laws of Morality, Civility, Modesty and Sobriety, or that any waies indulge wantonness and 
lasciviousness, are as inconsistent with my Principles, as heaven and hell, light and darkness, are 
opposite one to another, which will one day clearly appear to the world, whatever I am now 
thought of. 

 
Art. 9. That he hath frequent and familiar converse with Angels. 

Ans. As this Article is presented in general terms, without expressing whether the 
Communion be visible or invisible, I do not see how it can touch me, though my enemies were my 
Judges, because every true Christian hath frequent communion or converse with Angels, as you 
may see solidly and clearly proved from Scripture by the Lord Lawrence, one very learned and 
pious, now President of the Lord Protectors Councel, in his Book Entituled, Our Communion and 
Warr with Angels. 

 
Art. 10, 11, 12, 13. Concerning the Vision of a Dragon, and the Apparition of Spirits. 

Ans. 1. I may deny these four Articles as they are taken together, and expressed in those 
terms, and in that manner in which they are set down in my accusation, for I believe none dare 
swear the measures and teeth of the Dragon, with the appearance of my own Angel, &c. without 
the crime of perjury. 

Ans. 2. I will not confess any Apparitions in particular till they be proved, lest I should 
seem to accuse my self, they being brought in as a crime against me, and as instruments to 
condemn me. 

Yet in general I acknowledge, that some four years since, there were many strange and 
wonderfull apparitions seen in my house: But what can these in justice amount to, though attested 
by oath, and confessed particularly by my self, when brought before those who profess themselves 
Christians, and acquainted with the History of the holy Scriptures? Pray was not Iob a pious, 
sincere, and eminent righteous man? yet how was he scared with Dreams, and terrified through 
Visions, cap. 7. v. 14. Did not Zachariah the Prophet (Rev. 3.) see Satan standing at the right hand 
of Iostuah to resist him? Did not Iohn (ver. 12.) in a vision behold a great red Dragon that made 
Warr against Michael and the holy Angels? And was not Christ himself tempted of the Devil, by 
voyce and visions, Mat.4. 6. 8.? Now the servant is not greater then the Lord, Iohn 15. 20. and 
therefore not exempted from the like attempts of the Devil; I beseech you consider whether this 
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earth be not the place where the Devil walks up and down, seeking whom he may devour: How 
then can Bradfield, or any other place be exempted from his appearing, when God permits; and 
may not all this be for the manifesting of his Glory, Goodness, and Power? And who can tell 
whose Family may be next exposed by Gods permission, to be tryed and proved by the 
representations of Satan? And I desire you seriously to consider how any such apparitions raised 
by the Devil, and permitted by God, for his own glory, argue me either scandalous, ignorant, or 
insufficient? Surely it rather argues that he hath blest me with a strong faith, in that he permitted 
such great tryals, and made me instrumental to overcome them by prayer and fasting: If it can be 
proved that I ever so much as looked toward the unlawfull Art of Black Magick, or that any evil 
Spirits were raised up by any compact of mine, explicite, or implicite, or that those evil apparitions 
were subdued and overcome by any other means then by Gods blessing upon our fasting and 
prayers, I shall judge my self worthy of punishment; but otherwise it is hard measure to be 
prosecuted and prejudiced for the malice of the Devil towards me, inflicting what I was passive in, 
and could not help, especially by those who profess the Christian Religion, and know that the God 
of heaven rules over all, permitting and disposing of what ever comes to passe. 

 
Art. 14. That Mrs. Margaret Pendar doth think she was bewitched by them of Bradfield. 

1. Part. Ans. Here is a long and tedious Relation, in which truth and untruths are mixed 
together, the whole structure of which Relation, so far as it concerns me, depends on this weak 
Basis and foundation, That she thinks she was bewitched by them of Bradfield: But what a sad 
thing is this for my accuser to impeach me for that which might endanger, if true, my Estate and 
life, upon the thoughts of a discomposed maid? because she thinks I sent those visions, therefore I 
must be thus arraigned. But for my part I do not believe she dare say so, much less swear it, having 
no ground at all for it. 

2. Part. Ans. I shall briefly relate some circumstances which concern this business, and 
may serve something to clear it up. Before these visions of hers, I had never seen her as I know of, 
nor exchanged so much as a word with her; in the time of her visions Mr. Daniel Blagrave, whose 
servant then she was, came for me himself to fetch me to his house, to visit her: To which motion I 
yielded, being suitable to the Law of Christian Charity; and when I came I had no conference with 
her, but in the presence of Master and Mistriss Blagrave, with others that were then present. And 
from this visit there arose a rumor that I was a Conjurer, and a Sorcerer; which report was spread 
abroad by two that carry the name of Ministers of Christ, Mr. Fowler and Mr. Ford; the last of 
which, so exceeded the bounds of Charity and Christian moderation, as in his Sermon at the 
Assizes, to call me a horrid blasphemer, asserting that the Devil was as visibly familiar in my 
Family as my own servants, and so excited the Magistrates to persecute me. 

3. Part. Ans. As for those untruths which are mixed in the Relation, I shall not trouble my 
self to answer them, for I know when they come to be sworn to, and to be cross-examined, they 
will appear to be but the fulfilling of that wicked Maxim, Calumniare audacter aliquid haerebit: 
Calumniate and asperse boldly, something will stick. Which being a piece of Jesuitical policy, hath 
been practised by my accuser, in this confused Rapsodie of Articles. 

 
Articles of one Francis Knight of Wallingford. 
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Art. 1. That some of Blewbery who spake against Marriage, said they came then from my house. 

Ans. I hope I have enough to do to answer for my self, what need the assertions of others 
be alleadged as Articles against me? They spake against Marriage, having lately been at my house; 
therefore I must be guilty of it; surely this Consequence is neither according to natural, artificial, 
nor divine reason. 

 
Art. 2. That my Chamber hath been filled with Spirits. 

Ans. I hope none will be so unadvised as to swear to this Article, being Spirits are 
immaterial, and cannot take up place, or fill a room. 

 
Art. 3. That I Preached, That Water-baptism was not an Ordinance of Jesus Christ. 

Ans. It was never so Preached by me; all that I then affirmed was this, That Water-baptism 
could not be proved to be the Ordinance of Christ, by way of eminency so called, from that Text of 
Scripture, Mat. 28. 19. Go teach all Nations, Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and 
holy Ghost; for that Baptism may very well be understood of the Baptism of the Spirit, which by 
the Disciples was instrumentally administred to all Converts; yet I denied not Water-baptism to be 
a Gospel-Ordinance, instituted by John, as the chief Instrument under God, from whom he 
received his Commission. And that this was the sum of what I then Preached, I can prove by Oath. 

 
Art. 4. That about 1653. I was commanded by my Angel, or from heaven, to give off Preaching, 

and to take no more Tythes; but that since I have had a dispensation. 

Ans. I believe no one that hath the fear of God before his eyes, dare attest this Article by 
Oath, which is here stated. This is answer enough to such a thing, which is meerly brought in as an 
odium by my accuser, the more to prejudice me. 

 
Art. 5. That in July 1654. I was taken up into heaven, &c. 

Ans. If Paul were now upon the earth, he were in danger to be accused by my accuser, for 
his rapture into Heaven or Paradice; but this concerning me, will prove but some idle dream, 
created by some bodies fancy, to make people wonder at me. 
 
Art. 6. That I cursed the people of Bradfield in my Pulpit, and their posterity for ever, &c. 

Ans. This Article was one of those heard and examined four years since by the Committee 
of Plundered Ministers, from which I was acquitted by them, these Witnesses, viz. Richard 
Luington, John Hambleton, Mary Pocock, Richard Holmes, with four more attesting by Oath that I 
did not curse the people of Bradfield, so as is expressed in the Article: The Testimony of these 
Witnesses was this, That they being present September 29. the Dr. expressed himself thus, 
Bradfield is a place partly made famous, partly infamous, by reason of the false and lying reports 
that are abroad; but I say, Cursed be the tongue and the mouth that shall say, That what is done 
by the power of God, is done by the power of the Devil. What one Parishioner is here cursed by 
me, except any ones conscience accuseth him of the guilt of that forementioned Blasphemy? 
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Art. 7. Concerning the little Horn mentioned Dan. 7. to be Christ. 

This Article was four years since exhibited against me, from which I was discharged by the 
Committee, Richard Higs, Iohn Higs, and Richard Luington, attesting on Oath, that I paraphrasing 
on the seventh of Daniel, and speaking on the little Horn, said, That some Interpreters would have 
the little horn in the letter, to be meant of Antiochus Epiphanes, a bloudy and persecuting Tyrant; 
others think the little horn to be the Turk, who is a great persecuter of Christians; but in the 
mystery, in regard of its power, we will apply it to the power of Christ in a Christian, who is often 
in Scripture resembled to the horn of David, and to the horn of salvation, and that upon three 
Considerations. 

Consid. 1. In regard that Christs power in the soul doth appear to be a little horn, a small 
despised instrument, to sense and reason, for flesh and bloud look on it as a poor instrument, in 
regard of bringing down the strength of sin in us. 

Consid. 2. In regard of sin and Satan, who laughs the power of Christ in the soul to scorn, 
yet before him his accursed Kingdome must fall. 

Consid. 3. In regard its birth and beginning in the soul, is at the first a very little grain of 
mustard, seed, yet in due time it will destroy the Kingdom of sin, and set up the Kingdom of 
holiness in us. 

Having thus drawn away the vail from this Article, I hope it appears with a more tolerable 
and innocent face. 

 
Art. 8. Concerning Goodwife Pococks singing Hymns and Spiritual Songs. 

Ans. She acknowledgeth it as her gift bestowed by God, being according to the gifts of 
Christians in the primitive time. But this doth not directly concern me. 

 
Art. 9. Concerning the same persons coming to Col. Evelings, and saying she had a word from 

God, viz. Have nothing to do with that just man. 

Ans. She owneth these words, and looks upon me as a just man, and a true Christian, and 
believeth that Colonel Eveling will one day know she gave good councel upon good grounds. 

 
Art. 10. Concerning Mr. Snelling and his wife coming to my house, &c. 

Ans. This Article hath as little of truth, as sence or force to prejudice me, and I believe none 
will be found to swear it, however I think it not worthy of a larger Answer. 

 
Art. 11, 12. Concerning the sending of my man Bolt in an uncivil manner for Mr. Forster, with 

his speaking of strange things there to be seen, and of my telling Mr. Forster he should see very 

wonderfull things, &c. 

1. Part. Ans. These Articles were heard, and I acquitted four years since by the Committee 
of Plundered Ministers, and are of so little consequence, that they might well have been omitted, 
but that my accuser thinks he hath never enough against me. 

2. Part. Ans. I believe Mr. Forster dares not swear to these particulars, some of which are 
very untrue. 
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3. Part. Ans. The forementioned Robert Bolt asserted on Oath that I sent him not with any 
message, but that it was his Mistriss that sent him to desire Mr. Forster and his wife to come to my 
house 
Art. 13. Concerning Goodwife Pococks coming to Mr. Forsters, and saying the Dr. had fought 

with, and overcome an evil Spirit, and that the Family had been strangely acted, the power taking 

some of them in one part, some in another, and that they spake glorious things. 

1. Part. Ans. This was another of the Articles heard, discussed, and I acquitted by the fore-
mentioned Committee, because nothing material could be made of it. 

2. Part. Ans. The said Mary Pocock attested on Oath she saw no apparitions in my house, 
being cross-examined concerning that particular; and though she did say God gave extraordinary 
power to sustain both our spirits and bodies in an extraordinary tryal; What hurt was there in that? 
why should it be brought as an Article against me? 

 
Art. 14. That Mrs. Flavel was in a Trance, and in it saw the Philosophers stone, which she knew 

to be the Divinity in the Humanity. 

Ans. Not to speak any thing concerning the Mystical writings of the deep Hermetick 
Philosophers, or what the judgement of some of them is concerning this secret, I my self being not 
here accused to have seen it, or to have affirmed it was the Divinity in the Humanity, all that I 
shall answer is this, I wonder that this is brought in as an Article against me, to prove me 
Scandalous, Ignorant, or Insufficient, it not directly proving any thing against me, being affirmed 
of another, and being one of those Articles I was discharged of by the Committee for Plundered 
Ministers. 

 
Art. 15. Touching Sawoods Depositions of the birth of a child, and one being in travel. 

Ans. 1. This was one of the Articles of which I was acquitted by the fore-mentioned 
Committee. 

Ans. 2. Mrs. Elizabeth Pordage and Mary Pocock asserted on Oath, That there was no 
woman in travel, nor any child born, nor any other cry heard, but of those at prayer, which was 
also witnessed on Oath by Mr. Francis Pordage. 

 
Art. 16. That in my house the new Jerusalem hath been seen to come down from heaven, and that 

in it was a Globe, in which Globe was Eternity, and in that Eternity all the Saints. 

Ans. As to the substance of this Article, If God have favoured any with such a vision, 
surely they would be no more ashamed to own it, when called to it, then John was when to write, 
Rev. 21. 1. That he saw the Holy City, new Jerusalem come down from God out of heaven, where 
he also describes it by all the most pretious stones in the Creation; but in reference to my Family, I 
believe none dare attest they heard this spoken by any of them, which I believe will prove but 
some groundless imagination. 

 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































