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Abstract 

Secessionism occurs when the boundaries of ethnic groups do not correspond with the 
boundaries of the state and members of the group declare the intent of territorial 
separation. It is paradoxical that the struggle between a secessionist region and the 
state should vary in outcome. While some secessionist regions have successfully 
claimed their independence, others are still fighting for their cause. 

East Timor and Aceh have been long standing secessionist regions. However, only 
East Timor has achieved its goal in declaring an independent state. The success of one 
secessionist region in claiming its independence shows that the state has been less 

effective in maintaining its territorial boundaries in one case than the other case where 
secessionism remains active. This begs the question what determines the state's 
effectiveness in achieving its policy goals? 

This research is a comparative analysis of the Indonesian state's effectiveness in 

achieving its policy goals towards managing secessionism in East Timor and Aceh. 
The type of comparative study is the most similar systems. It is the relationship 
between the secessionist movement and the state where I explore the transformations 
between the two which in turn influences the characteristics of state response to 
secessionism. Based on the theoretical ideas put forward by the state-in-society 
approach, the two cases will be examined in the light of the assumed relationship of 
the independent variable: the coalitions between and among social forces and state 
segments which in turn influence state effectiveness in managing secessionism; and 
the central dependent variables: the success or failure of the state in maintaining its 
boundaries. 
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Glossary 

ABRI 

Adat 

ASDT 

Bappenas 

CNRT 

COHA 

Daerah istimewa 

Deppen 

DPD 

DPR 

DOM 

Dwifungsi 

Falintil 

Fretilin 

GAM 

Angkatan Bersenjala Republik Indonesia or 
the Indonesian Military 

Customary law 

Associaräo Social-Democrata Timorense or 
the Social Democratic Association of East 
Timor 

Badan Perencanaan dan Pembangunan 
Nasional or Ministry of National 
Development Planning 

Concelho Nacionale de Resistencia 
Timorese or National Council of Resistance 

of the People of East Timor 

Cessation of Hostilities Agreement 

special region 

Department of Information 

Dewan Perwakilan Daerah or Regional 
Representatives Council or the second 
chamber 

Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat or People's 

Representative Council or parliament 

Daerah Operasi Militer or Military 
Operational Area 

Dual function 

Armed Forces for the National Liberation of 
East Timor 

Frente Revolucionäria de Timor-Leste 
Independente or the Revolutionary Front of 
East Timor 

Gerakan Aceh Merdeka or the Free Aceh 
Movement 
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Golkar 

HDC 

ICMI 

INTERFET 

JSC 

KKN 

Komnas HAM 

Kopassus 

Litsus 

MPR 

NAD 

NKRI 

NU 

PAN 

PDI-P 

Pertamina 

PKB 

PKI 

MUI 

RRI 

Golongan karya or functional groups 

Henri Dunant Center 

Association of Indonesian Muslim 
Intellectuals 

International Force for East Timor 

Joint Security Committee 

Korupsi, Kolusi dan Nepotisme or 
Corruption, collusion and nepotism 

Komite Nasional Hak Asasi Manusia or the 
Indonesian Human Rights Commission 

Special Forces Unit 

Penlition khusus or special screening 
originally used to root out communists 

Majelis Permusyawaratan Rakyat or The 

people's Consultative Assembly 

Special Autonomy Law on Nanggroe Aceh 
Darulsalam 

Negara Kesatuan Republik Indonesia or the 
Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia 

Nahdlatul Ulama, Indonesia's largest 
Muslim organisation 

National Mandate Party 

the Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle 

Perusahaan Tambang Minyak Negara or the 

state run oil corporation 

National Awakening Party 

the Indonesian Communist Party 

Majelis Ulama Indonesia or Indonesian 

Council of Ulama 

Radio Republik Indonesia 
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Reformasi 

SARA 

SBY 

SIRA 

SMUR 

LIPI 

TVRI 

TNI 

Thaliban 

Ulama dayah 

Ulama 

UDT 

UNAMET 

reform 

Ethnicity (Suku), religion (Agama), race 
(Ras) and social class (Antargolongan) 

Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono 

Sentral Informasi Referendum Aceh or Aceh 
Information Center 

Solidaritas Mahasiswa untuk Rakyat or 
Student Solidarity for the People 

Lembaga Ilmu Pengetahuan Indonesia or 
Indonesian Institute of Sciences 

Televisi Republik Indonesia 

Tentara Nasional Indonesia or the 
Indonesian Armed Forces 

muslim students 

religious teachers 

religious leaders 

Uniäo Democrätica Timorense or Timorese 
Democratic Union 

United Nations Mission in East Timor 
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